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NOMINATION OF PETER W. HALL
TO BE UNITED STATES CIRCUIT
JUDGE FOR THE SECOND CIR-
CUIT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Peter W. Hall, of Vermont, to
be United States Circuit Judge for the
Second Circuit.

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise
today to express my strong support for
the confirmation of Peter W. Hall, who
has been nominated to the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Second Circuit.

Mr. Hall is an exceptional nominee
and well-prepared for the Federal
bench. A graduate of the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill and a
cum laude graduate from Cornell Law
School, he served as a law clerk for
United States District Court Judge Al-
bert W. Coffrin in the District of
Vermont. He then served in the United
States Attorney’s Office for the Dis-
trict of Vermont, first as an assistant
U.S. Attorney, then as first assistant
U.S. Attorney. From 1986 to 2001, Mr.
Hall was a partner in the law firm of
Reiber, Kenlan, Schwiebert, Hall &
Facey, P.C. He then returned to the
U.S. Attorney’s Office—this time
unanimously confirmed by the Sen-
ate—to be the United States Attorney
for the District of Vermont, a position
he holds today.

Mr. Hall has been very active very in
his community. He served as President
of the Vermont Bar Association from
1995-96, on the Federal District Court
Advisory Committee for the TUnited
States District Court in Vermont as a
Citizen Board Member of the Vermont
Criminal Justice Training Council, and
on the Board of the Vermont Karelia
Rule of Law Project. From 1989-1994, he
was a nonpartisan elected member of
select board for the town of
Chittenden, VT, and in 1995, he was the
elected Justice of the Peace for
Chittenden. He has also been involved
in the lay leadership of his church.

Senate

Mr. Hall has overwhelming bipar-
tisan support, including both of his
home State Senators, PATRICK LEAHY
and JIM JEFFORDS. The ABA unani-
mously rated him ‘‘well qualified.”” He
is an outstanding candidate who has
been nominated to fill a vacancy that
has been designated by the National
Judicial Conference as a judicial emer-
gency. I urge my colleagues to join me
in supporting his nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, shall the Senate advise and
consent to the nomination of Peter W.
Hall, of Vermont, to be United States
Circuit Judge for the Second Circuit.

The nomination was confirmed.

————

NOMINATION OF WILLIAM DUANE
BENTON TO BE UNITED STATES

CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE
EIGHTH CIRCUIT
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will state the next nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of William Duane Benton, of
Missouri, to be United States Circuit
Judge for the Eighth Circuit.

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, it is a
pleasure to speak in support of a dis-
tinguished Missourian, my good friend
Duane Benton, to serve on the United
States Court of Appeals for the Eighth
Circuit. Judge Benton is a respected ju-
rist and committed public servant. I
am very pleased the Senate is taking
action on Judge Benton for this impor-
tant position. The Members voting on
this nomination, after reviewing his
many accomplishments, will find
Judge Benton to have an impressive
record of public service and an exem-
plary judicial record and conclude that
he will make an excellent addition to
the federal judiciary.

Judge Benton currently serves on the
Supreme Court of the State of Mis-
souri. Judge Benton was appointed to
the court in 1991, and also has served as
its chief judge. Judge Benton has
earned a reputation as a judge with a

distinguished intellect who has a skill
for uniting his colleagues on difficult
questions. His work ethic, approach
and reasoning are highly regarded by
the lawyers of Missouri.

In addition to his service on the judi-
ciary, Judge Benton brings an impres-
sive breadth of experience to this posi-
tion. His experience coupled with his
judicial record give him a command of
a wide range of legal matters. Judge
Benton is a Certified Public Account-
ant—the only CPA serving on any su-
preme court in the United States.
Judge Benton was Missouri’s chief tax
expert, serving as director of the Mis-
souri Department of Revenue. Judge
Benton was member of the United
States Navy, serving as a judge advo-
cate for a number of years.

Judge Benton earned his degree at
Northwestern University; his law de-
gree at Yale University School of Law,
where he also served as editor of the
Yale Law Journal; a Masters of Busi-
ness Administration at Memphis State
University and a Masters of Law at the
University of Virginia.

Judge Benton has also found time to
be active in the communities in which
he has lived. While his activities are
too numerous to name, he has given his
time from coaching baseball to serving
on the Board of Regents for Central
Missouri State University.

He retired from the U.S. Naval Re-
serve as a captain, after 30 years of ac-
tive and reserve duty. He is a Vietnam
veteran, a member of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars, the American Legion,
the Navy League, the Vietnam Vet-
erans of America and the Missouri
Military Advisory Committee.

The U.S. Court of Appeals is truly
the second most important court in the
land. Nearly every Federal case ends up
before the court in some manner. Its
decisions impact every aspect of soci-
ety. To these positions, I believe it is
imperative that the President nomi-
nate people of distinguished intellect
and character with a breadth of legal

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper.

57403



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-21T10:18:00-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




