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To add insult to injury, the Washington Post
reported on July 3, 2004, on page A9, that the
White House has only spent $366 million of
the $18.4 billion that it got Congress and the
Republican Leadership to appropriate for Iraqi
reconstruction. Why the Cheney-Bush White
House won’t now spend the money that it in-
sisted it needed is anybody’s guess. But this
is money that could and should have gone to
reinvestment in America rather than into Iraq
in the first place. Instead, it lies unused and
serving no purpose.

Under the Constitution, as my dear friend
Senator BYRD has noted so many times, it is
the responsibility of the Congress to decide
how federal funds should be spent; it is not
the White House’s role. Yet, this White House
has insisted on investing in Iraq rather than
America, and it has gotten its way even if it
doesn’t know what it wants to do with the
money.

States like my home state of West Virginia
have been waiting for far too long now to see
just what, if anything, they could expect to re-
ceive from the federal government in order to
finance important highway and transit projects,
to focus on congestion mitigation, and to pro-
vide good-paying jobs that are sorely needed
in this uncertain job market.

Mr. Speaker, | have an editorial from a dis-
tinguished newspaper in my district, the Blue-
field Daily Telegraph, which | would like to
submit for the record to accompany my re-
marks. This insightful viewpoint from yester-
day’s paper demonstrates quite clearly the
problems with which we are saddling the
states due to Congressional inaction. The arti-
cle reads as follows:

FUNDING SETBACK: HOUSE DELAYS HIGHWAY,
STREETSCAPE WORK

Not only did the U.S. House’s extension of
the federal highway funding bill last week
cause a slow down on financing new or con-
tinued construction on I-73/74 through the
West Virginia coalfields area, it also causes
problems for existing programs that rely on
the bill.

One such project is the
Streetscape project in Bluefield.

The program is ready for Phase II, a refur-
bishing of Chicory Square between Bland and
Federal streets.

The city earlier received funding for an ex-
tensive project in downtown that involved
sidewalk replacement, new lighting and the
installation of high-tech communications in-
frastructure. Phase I got underway in 2003.

City officials said the Coal Heritage Au-
thority has three projects that can’t be
started until a new highway bill is approved.

Bluefield officials were hoping for a
smooth transition between the first two
phases of the downtown Streetscape project
with the passage of a new six-year federal
highway administration spending bill.

But, for the fourth time, the majority
party in the House has decided to use its
power to delay consideration and passage of
the bill.

Needing even more funding, the King Coal
Highway Association, which joins Tolsia
Highway in the 1-73/74 project through the
southern coalfield counties from Huntington
to Bluefield, is awaiting millions of dollars
to carry through with work already planned
on the $2 billion undertaking. They had
hoped to be able to move forward with those
projects this summer.

Most political observers think there will be
no action on the new federal spending act
until after the November presidential elec-
tion. That means communities like Blue-
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field, Kimball, Mount Hope and all those an-
ticipating construction jobs for 1-73/74 have
lost a year in financing.

Maybe voters should find out which Rep-
resentatives are holding up the bill and re-
member them in November.
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Wednesday, July 7, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor the achievements of Tom Sharp of
Steamboat Springs, Colorado. Tom has
played an important role in the community as
exemplified through his work as a business-
man and a civic leader. It is my pleasure to
recognize his efforts before this body of Con-
gress and this nation today.

Tom grew up in a rural community in Monte
Vista, Colorado. After law school, he tried city
life when he worked as a clerk for a judge, but
found living in the city unfulfilling. He soon
moved to Steamboat Springs, finding the
smaller community provided an environment
more conducive to his lifestyle. Tom has since
ascended forty of Colorado’s 14,000 foot
mountains locally named “Fourteeners.” He is
also an avid skier.

Reaching the summit of mountains is the-
matic in Tom’s life. He pursues challenges in
his business and personal life, the same way
he climbs the mountains. The goal is the top,
and he will reach it. One of his most notable
contributions to the community is his work in
water law. Starting in 1977, he served on the
board of directors for the Upper Yampa Water
Conservancy District. Recently, he expanded
his role in water rights statewide by assuming
the Governor appointed position on the Colo-
rado Water Conservation Board. Tom has
never taken his civic responsibility lightly. He
served on the local school board, the local
county board for Habitat for Humanity, and
other local boards for local businesses.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize the
work Tim Sharp has done for the community.
It is under the leadership of people like Tom
that a small town builds a strong cohesive
community. His work is commendable and |
wish him all the best in his future endeavors.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JACK SMITH
HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
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Wednesday, July 7, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure
to rise and recognize the dedication of Jack
Smith of Rifle, Colorado to our youth as a
teacher and coach at Rifle High School over
the past forty-five years. Jack has been instru-
mental in shaping the lives of student-athletes
in his community. | am honored to recognize
his accomplishments before this body of Con-
gress and this nation today.

Born in Cotopaxi, Colorado, Jack graduated
from Florence High School. He went on to
serve this nation in the United States Marine
Corps, and, following his military service, grad-
uated from Western State College and went
into teaching. He has amassed an impressive
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record of accomplishments in his time, as a
teacher and a coach. He first began as a full
time teacher and assistant basketball and foot-
ball coach in 1960 at Rifle High School. Over
his time spent coaching, Jack served as a
head or assistant coach, coaching both boys
and girls in five different sports. Now, he stays
active in the education of our youth, serving
as an assistant coach for the girl’s basketball
team.

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to recognize
Jack Smith for his work as a coach and a
teacher at Rifle High School. Teachers and
coaches play a very important role in devel-
oping our next generation’s leaders. Jack’s
passion for coaching demonstrates a tremen-
dous commitment to the future of our nation’s
youth. | thank Jack for his service to the com-
munity and wish him the best of luck in his fu-
ture endeavors.
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HON. JIM GERLACH
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Thursday, July 8, 2004

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Manatawny Manor in recognition of 30
years of dedicated service to the senior citi-
zens of Chester County, Pennsylvania.

On July 8, 1974, Manatawny Manor opened
its doors to provide care for senior citizens in
need. It was founded by two notable men:
Thomas Natoli and Frank Genuardi. These
men created Manatawny Manor with a vision
of providing unsurpassed service to the senior
citizens of Chester County. Originally,
Manatawny Manor was a one-story structure
with 99 beds and five nursing staff members.
On its first night of operation, there was only
one resident. Since then, the numbers of citi-
zens that Manatawny Manor has cared for has
greatly increased. In the past thirty years,
Manatawny Manor has provided and cared for
over 4,897 residents.

Just four years after Manatawny Manor
opened, substantial improvements were made
to the facility. In 1978, a 107 bed personal
care unit opened and, in 1986, an adult day
care facility was added. The day care facility
made more services available to senior citi-
zens and can accommodate up 28 clients.

Increased need for bed capacity in 1989
and 1996 led to renovation projects that ex-
panded upon the original building, bringing the
number of beds to 133. These additions and
improvements were not focused solely on bed
space, but also on improvements in the ad-
ministrative offices, and the Rehabilitation
Services Department.

In 1998, Manatawny Manor was purchased
by the Lutheran Home at Topton, thus becom-
ing a part of Lutheran Services Northeast. On
January 1, 2000, through the affiliation of Lu-
theran Services Northeast and Tressler Lu-
theran Services, Manatawny Manor became a
facility of the Diakon Lutheran Social Min-
istries. Diakon is a private, non-profit chari-
table organization of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of America. Diakon Lutheran Social
Ministries has sought to provide the very best
in long-term care through continuing care re-
tirement communities, assisted living services,
special care for those with dementia or Alz-
heimer's disease, short and long-term care
skilled nursing, and outpatient rehabilitation.
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