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agency founder, political consultant, White 
House Special Assistant, and movie industry 
leader. He earned a B.A. from the University 
of Houston and a M.B.A. from Harvard. 

In his current role as Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer of the Motion Picture Asso-
ciation, Jack has presided over and led the 
American film and television industry as it has 
confronted a sea change in the landscape of 
the industry, both in the United States and 
abroad. 

Born in Houston, Texas, Jack was the 
youngest (age 15) high school graduate in the 
city. As a young pilot in the Army Air Corps in 
World War II, Lieutenant Valenti flew 51 com-
bat missions as the pilot-commander of a B– 
25 attack bomber with the 12th Air Force in 
Italy. He was awarded the Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross, the Air Medal with four clusters, the 
Distinguished Unit Citation with one cluster 
and the European Theater Ribbon with four 
battle stars. 

In 1952, he co-founded the advertising/polit-
ical consulting agency of Weekley & Valenti. 
In 1955 he met the man who would have the 
largest impact on his life, Senate Majority 
Leader Lyndon B. Johnson. Jack’s agency 
was in charge of the press during the visit of 
President Kennedy and Vice President John-
son to Texas. Jack was in the motorcade (six 
cars back of the President) in Dallas on No-
vember 22, 1963. Within an hour of the assas-
sination of John F. Kennedy, Jack was aboard 
Air Force One flying back to Washington with 
the new President as the first newly hired 
Special Assistant to the President. On June 1, 
1966, Jack resigned his White House post to 
become the third man in MPAA’s history 
(founded in 1922) to become its leader. 

Jack has written four books (three non-fic-
tion): The Bitter Taste of Glory (World Pub-
lishing); A Very Human President (W.W. Nor-
ton Co.); Speak Up With Confidence (Wm. 
Morrow Co.), and the political novel, Protect 
and Defend (Doubleday). His most recent 
book is an updated revision of Speak Up With 
Confidence (2002, Hyperion). Jack has written 
extensively for America’s preeminent news-
papers and magazines. He is one of the few 
public figures who actually writes his own 
speeches. 

France has conferred upon him its highly 
prized Legion d’Honneur, the French Legion of 
Honor. Jack has been awarded his own star 
on Hollywood’s Walk of Fame. He has also 
been named a Life Member of the Directors 
Guild of America. 

Mr. Speaker, America and the rest of the 
world will greatly miss Jack Valenti. His watch-
ful and caring eye has helped bring joy to 
countless children and adults alike, and I wish 
him a very happy and healthy retirement. 
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WELCOMING REMARKS FOR 
REVEREND JEAN BURCH 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 15, 2004 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr Speaker, I join you this 
morning in welcoming today’s distinguished 
guest chaplain: Reverend Jean Burch of Pasa-
dena, a resident of my Congressional district 
in California. 

Reverend Burch represents the best of what 
we hope all citizens should be—always striv-

ing to improve the lives of others and always 
enthusiastic about our prospects for tomorrow. 

After a long career in the legal profession, 
she followed her heart into the faith commu-
nity, becoming Senior Pastor at Community 
Baptist Church. In addition to her pastoral du-
ties, she works tirelessly with other religious 
leaders to lift the scourge of violence in our 
schools. 

Each day she inspires those among her to 
better themselves and help people in need. I 
am pleased that all in the House of Rep-
resentatives today have been able to benefit 
from her inspirational wisdom. I hope that 
many here today will get a chance to meet 
this remarkable woman. 
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IN MEMORY OF HELEN 
GULBRANSON 

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 15, 2004 

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to the memory of Helen Gulbranson, a 
longtime close friend and patriot, who died 
Tuesday at 96 years young. 

I met Helen and her late husband, Dick, in 
1986 when I first ran for Congress. At the time 
they were supporting my primary opponent, 
the late Tony Hope, who was the son of their 
neighbors in Toluca Lake, Bob and Dolores 
Hope. After I won the primary, Helen and Dick 
supported my candidacy, as they have ever 
since. 

While I valued their support, I treasured the 
personal relationship we developed over the 
past 18 years even more. 

Helen Gulbranson was born in 1908 in 
Hammond, Wisconsin, and moved to Cali-
fornia in 1936. It was there that she met Dick. 
They married in 1940 and opened up the 
North Hollywood Glass and Paint Company. 
The two were married for 54 years when Dick 
died in 1994. 

Helen’s daughter-in-law, Colleen, remem-
bers weekly parties at Helen’s and Dick’s 
Toluca Lake home. If they weren’t throwing a 
political bash for such candidates as Ronald 
Reagan, there was always a wedding or other 
social event to celebrate. 

Later, they moved to Camarillo, in my con-
gressional district, where they continued to 
enjoy life to its fullest. 

Helen was an avid golfer and golfed up until 
a few months ago. Just last Saturday, she 
took her great-grandson to the golf course so 
he could play. She also loved to play table 
games: Scrabble, bridge and the like. 

If it weren’t for the calendar, you would 
never guess Helen’s age. She remained inde-
pendent in her own home and was alert and 
fit right up to the end. 

Helen is survived by her son and daughter- 
in-law, Richard and Colleen, two grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues will join 
me in sending condolences to the Gulbranson 
family and by remembering a life well-lived. 

TRIBUTE TO MOE BYRNES 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 15, 2004 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize and praise 
a decorated veteran who has bravely served 
his country and community. I am fortunate that 
the community he supports is Citrus County in 
my 5th Congressional District. 

Moe Byrnes served his country in the Navy 
and the Coast Guard for 24 years and retired 
as Chief Petty Officer. While doing his duty on 
the prestigious USS Shuffley, Mr. Byrnes’ 
brave actions earned him the Congressional 
Medal of Honor, a Philippine Liberation Medal, 
a Bronze Star and many others. 

Moe is retiring from his post as Commander 
of VFW Post 6146 in Citrus County, where he 
served for 13 years. He has been a member 
of the American Legion for a remarkable 52 
years. Moe continues to lend his strength by 
helping veterans throughout Citrus County. 
For this, we honor him. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to represent 
Moe Byrnes, and I am proud to praise him on 
the floor of this House. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MAC COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 15, 2004 

Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, I was not 
present for debate on rollcall vote 375, United 
States-Australia Free Trade Agreement Imple-
mentation Act (H.R. 4759); and rollcall vote 
376, Project BioShield Act (S. 15). 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ for rollcall vote 376, and ‘‘nay’’ for roll-
call vote 375. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVE KING 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 15, 2004 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, on July 13, 
2004, I mistakenly voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall 368, 
the Chabot Amendment to H.R. 4766. I in-
tended to vote ‘‘no.’’ 
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REMEMBERING THE COLUMBIA- 
WRIGHTSVILLE BRIDGE BURNING 

HON. JOSEPH R. PITTS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 15, 2004 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, over a century 
ago, on a hot summer day, an event occurred 
of national significance that by some eye-
witness accounts, altered history, as we know 
it today. This act of war produced an obliga-
tion on the part of the Federal Government 
that to this day remains unpaid and largely for-
gotten. 
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