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Global War on Terrorism by transforming
the Department of Defense, sharpening the
Federal Bureau of Investigation’s
counterterrorism focus, strengthening the
authority of the Director of Central Intel-
ligence to coordinate national intelligence
activities, and creating a Department of
Homeland Security;

Whereas of the senior al-Qaida leaders,
operational managers, and key facilitators
that the United States Government has been
tracking, nearly two-thirds of such individ-
uals have been taken into custody or killed;

Whereas just as significant, with the help
of its allies, the United States has disrupted
individuals and organizations that facilitate
terrorism—movers of money, people, mes-
sages, and supplies—who have acted as the
glue binding the global al-Qaida network to-
gether;

Whereas Pakistan has taken into custody
more than 500 members of al-Qaida and the
Taliban regime, including Khalid Sheik Mo-
hammed and Ramzi bin al Shibh, conspira-
tors in the September 11, 2001, attacks, and
Kahallad Ba’Attash, an individual involved
in the planning of the attack on the USS
COLE in 2000;

Whereas Jordan continues its strong
counterterrorism efforts, arresting two indi-
viduals with links to al-Qaida who admitted
responsibility for the October 2002 murder in
Amman, Jordan, of Lawrence Foley, a
United States Agency for International De-
velopment Foreign Service Officer;

Whereas in June 2002, Morocco took into
custody al-Qaida operatives plotting to at-
tack United States Navy ships and ships of
other member nations of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization in the Strait of Gibral-
tar;

Whereas the United States and its allies in
Southeast Asia have made significant ad-
vances against the regional terrorist organi-
zation Jemaah Islamiyah, which was respon-
sible for the attack in Bali, Indonesia, in Oc-
tober 2003 that killed more than 200 people;

Whereas Singapore, Indonesia, the Phil-
ippines, Thailand, and other countries in
Southeast Asia have taken into custody
leaders and operatives of local al-Qaida-af-
filiated terrorist organizations and members
of al-Qaida traveling through such countries;

Whereas the United Kingdom, France, Ger-
many, Italy, Spain, and other countries have
disrupted cells of the al-Qaida terrorist orga-
nization and are vigorously pursuing other
leads relating to terrorist activity;
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Whereas following the attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, the United States Govern-
ment initiated innovative programs, such as
the Customs-Trade Partnership Against Ter-
rorism program and the Container Security
Initiative, to extend our borders overseas
and to secure and screen cargo before it is
placed on ships destined for United States
ports of entry;

16

Whereas the Department of Homeland Se-
curity implemented the US-VISIT border se-
curity screening system in December 2003 at
all air and sea ports of entry, requiring that
nonimmigrant visa holders entering the
United States be fingerprinted and screened
through various criminal and terrorist data-
bases before entry into the United States,
and this system will be expanded to land
ports of entry in accordance with congres-
sional deadlines;
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Whereas since September 11, 2001, the
Coast Guard has conducted more than 124,000
port security patrols, 13,000 air patrols,
boarded more than 92,000 vessels, interdicted
over 14,000 individuals attempting to enter
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the United States illegally, and created and
maintained more than 90 Maritime Security
Zones;
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Whereas following attacks of September
11, 2001, the Terrorist Threat Integration
Center was established, which now fuses, for
the first time in United States history, ter-
rorist-related information, foreign and do-
mestic, available to the United States Gov-
ernment for systematic analysis and dis-
semination to prevent or disrupt terrorist
attacks on the United States;
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Whereas following the attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, the Terrorist Screening Cen-
ter, a multi-agency partnership, was estab-
lished to integrate the dozens of separate
terrorist databases that existed before Sep-
tember 11th into a single terrorist watch list
for use by Federal, State, and local law en-
forcement, intelligence, and border security
personnel.
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Whereas following the attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, the United States Govern-
ment has ensured the hardening of cockpit
doors on airplanes and greatly expanded the
use of armed Federal air marshals to prevent
and deter future hijackings that could turn
commercial planes into weapons of mass de-
struction;
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Whereas having recognized the need to pre-
vent terrorist organizations from using their
resources, the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion has worked closely with the Department
of the Treasury to target 62 terrorist organi-
zations and freeze $125,000,000 in assets of
such organizations worldwide used to fund
terrorist activities;

Whereas to date United States Armed
Forces and Coalition forces have killed or
captured 43 of the 56 most wanted criminals
of the Saddam Hussein regime in Iraq, in-
cluding Saddam Hussein himself;

Whereas the al-Zarqawi terror network
used Baghdad as a base of operations to co-
ordinate the movement of people, money,
and supplies; and

Whereas thousands of families have lost
loved ones in the defense of freedom and lib-
erty against the tyranny of terror: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved: That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) extends again its deepest sympathies to
the thousands of innocent victims of the
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, their
families, friends, and loved ones;

(2) honors the heroic actions and the sac-
rifices of United States military and civilian
personnel and their families who have sac-
rificed much, including their lives and
health, in defense of their country in the
Global War on Terrorism;

(3) honors the heroic actions of first re-
sponders, law enforcement personnel, State
and local officials, volunteers, and others
who aided the innocent victims and, in so
doing, bravely risked their own lives and
long-term health;

(4) expresses thanks and gratitude to the
foreign leaders and citizens of all nations
who have assisted and continue to stand in
solidarity with the United States against
terrorism in the aftermath of the September
11, 2001, terrorist attacks;

(b) discourages, in the strongest possible
terms, any effort to confuse the Global War
on Terrorism with a war on any people or
any faith;

(6) reaffirms its commitment to the Global
War on Terrorism and to providing the
United States Armed Forces with the re-
sources and support to wage it effectively
and safely;
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(7) vows that it will continue to take what-
ever actions necessary to identify, intercept,
and disrupt terrorists and their activities;
and

(8) reaffirms that the American people will
never forget the sacrifices made on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and will never bow to ter-
rorist demands.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
McCOTTER). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Okla-
homa (Mr. COLE) is recognized for 5
minutes.

(Mr. COLE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent to take my
Special Order at this time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

———

TENNESSEE’'S ECONOMY AND
HEALTH SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Tennessee (Mrs.
BLACKBURN) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, vir-
tually every day JOHN KERRY and his
campaign are telling America that our
best days are not ahead, that our econ-
omy is not growing, and that President
Bush has not waged a tough war on ter-
rorism. Fortunately, most Americans,
as we hear when we are out in our dis-
tricts, as we see in the polls, most
Americans are seeing through Can-
didate KERRY’S empty rhetoric.

For the past several months, our
economy has shown strong growth. I
have here with me tonight an article
from the National Tennessean. It is
headlined ‘‘Nashville area added 11,308
in fiscal year 2003-2004.” The article
notes that these 11,308 jobs are five
times last year’s total. Mr. KERRY may
not want people to know, but this is an
indication of real economic growth and
what is happening out there in the
heartland.

No matter what JOHN KERRY or CBS
might tell us, President Bush and this
Congress are making the right deci-
sions for our economy and for the war
on terrorism.

Another subject that has been get-
ting a great deal of attention from the
left is health care, specifically the
Health Savings Accounts that were
created last year by this body. And for
months KERRY and the Democrats have
been calling choice, flexibility, and
ownership in health care a bad idea.
But they are absolutely wrong. The
Health Savings Accounts are all about
giving the consumer power over their
health coverage, over health decisions,
and over those precious health care
dollars.
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Republicans do not favor a one-size-
fits-all universal health care system.
We understand what a one-size-fits-all
system does. We know that that would
mean universally poor care that leaves
consumers basically with no power and
no rights in the management of their
own health coverage and their own
health decisions.

Outside the Beltway, people are ex-
cited about Health Savings Accounts,
personal health accounts. This edi-
torial from the National Business Jour-
nal is titled ‘‘Health Savings Plans Can
Help Business.”” This recognizes that
small businesses will be able to offer
health care to employees in a way that
reduces paperwork and empowers the
employee. As the editorial states:
““This is part of an ownership society,”
something that we are hearing the
President talk about daily. An owner-
ship society. What this means is more
health care coverage, more options,
more power for consumers in those per-
sonal health accounts, and we think
that that is a very good idea.

In another article that I have, this
time from the Memphis Business Jour-
nal, the other end of my district, it has
said that the new health care items,
this is what is ‘‘getting the enthu-
siasm,” is the health savings accounts.
And why? Because they function like a
health care IRA, giving consumers
ownership over a tax-free account.
What a great idea.

Mr. Speaker, regardless of what Can-
didate KERRY and the liberal left would
tell us, it is clear that Americans are
increasingly aware of what President
Bush and the Congress have done to re-
invigorate our economy, to expand
health care options, and to win the war
on terror. Faced with the horrific at-
tacks on America, a trillion dollar hit
to our economy, and a preexisting re-
cession, the Bush administration and
this Republican Congress have made
significant strides in the right direc-
tion. And that is something we are
looking forward to continuing in the
year ahead.

——

SMART SECURITY AND IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, as thou-
sands of our brave American soldiers
continue to fight and die and receive
serious wounds halfway around the
world, I want to speak about two Irags
that are presented to the American
people.

There is the Iraq that President Bush
and his administration want people to
see, the one that is supposedly one
small step away from becoming a
peaceful democracy. And then there is
the real Iraq, the quagmire halfway
around the world that the rest of us
know.

In President Bush’s Iraq, the war was
never a mistake, never a failure, and
never something to question, much less
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regret. The same war, which as of
today has caused the deaths of 1,027
American soldiers and seriously
wounded at least seven times that
many, not to mention the thousands of
Iraqi civilians that have been Kkilled,
President Bush says he would have
gone to war in Iraq even if had he
known 2 years ago what he knows now.

That means he would have gone to
war knowing that Iraq did not have a
nuclear weapons program. He would
have gone to war knowing that Saddam
Hussein never harbored al Qaeda ter-
rorists, and he would have gone to war
knowing that thousands of our young
soldiers would be killed. Somehow, and
I do not know how, somehow President
Bush fails to recognize the death, de-
struction, and deprivation that his war
has caused.

The rest of us see a different Iraq
than President Bush. In the real Iraq,
America preemptively waged a war
that was never a war of necessity and
never a war to protect our Nation. In-
stead, President Bush and the Repub-
lican-controlled Congress led this
country into a war that U.N. Secretary
General Kofi Annan recently called
“illegal.”

In the real Iraq, hundreds of soldiers
have died because they were not given
the battle armor that would have
stopped bullets from entering their
bodies, even after Congress made funds
available for that very specific pur-
pose. This was a drastic mistake made
by the Pentagon.

In the real Iraq, President Bush, as
Commander in Chief, has failed to
properly address the insurgency that is
killing scores of troops and civilians
every day. This is a failure that could
have and should have been addressed
during the planning stages of the war.

In the past week, four Republican
Senators have bucked their party line
and acknowledged the sweeping prob-
lems that exist in the real Iraq. Sen-
ator CHUCK HAGEL of Nebraska said, ‘I
don’t think we’re winning . . . we’re in
trouble. We’re in deep trouble.”

Senator RICHARD LUGAR, chairman of
the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, went further. When asked why
only $1 billion of the $18 billion appro-
priated for Iraq’s reconstruction has
been spent, he said, ‘“Well, this is the
incompetence of the administration.”

This did not have to be an unmiti-
gated disaster. But Iraq is woefully un-
stable largely due to planning failures
by the Bush administration: the failure
to enlist most of our allies as partners
in the war, the failure to anticipate the
anger and intensity of the insurgency,
and the failure to allocate the billions
of dollars in reconstruction funds that
could have helped secure that country.

Fortunately, we have opportunities
to fix this awful mess. Earlier this
week Senator JOHN KERRY offered a
better, smarter solution to fixing the
real problems in Iraq. JOHN KERRY’S
plan includes soliciting and enlisting
support from our allies, properly train-
ing Iraq’s security forces, and carrying

H7303

out a viable reconstruction plan that
truly involves the Iraqi people, instead
of giving companies like Halliburton
the benefit of America’s investment,
while leaving Iraqi companies without
contracts and the Iraqi people without
jobs.

We need to engage in smarter poli-
cies if we want to stop the bleeding in
Iraq. That is why I have introduced H.
Con. Res. 392, to create a smarter secu-
rity resolution for the 21st century.
SMART stands for Sensible, Multilat-
eral American Response to Terrorism.
With SMART security, we would not be
in the mess that we are in today.
SMART security treats war as an abso-
lute last resort. It fights terrorism
with stronger intelligence and multi-
lateral partnerships, and it controls
the spread of weapons of mass destruc-
tion with aggressive diplomacy, strong
regional security arrangements, and
vigorous inspection regimes.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———————

EXPRESSING OUTRAGE AT
REPUBLICAN DOUBLE STANDARD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. EMANUEL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, the Na-
tion is talking about Dan Rather, CBS,
and the false National Guard memos.
Republicans are saying that he misled
the Nation, that it is a scandal that
threatens our body politic. Congres-
sional Republicans are talking about
an ethics investigation. And yesterday
on a radio show, Bill Bennett said the
Dan Rather incident went beyond bias.
He said, ‘“This is corruption.”

Let me tell the Members something.
Dan Rather is going to get a whopping,
and he deserves it. CBS has a black
eye, and they earned it. There is no ex-
cuse for what happened. However, all
this outrage from the self-righteous
right wing of this country has taken
hypocrisy to a new low.

Let me ask my colleagues where was
the moral outrage and where is the
moral outrage when the President of
the United States here in the State of
the Union at this podium used falsified
evidence to allege in his State of the
Union that Iraq had attempted to pur-
chase yellow cake uranium from Nige-
ria?
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Where is their moral outrage when
Condoleezza Rice and DICK CHENEY re-
peatedly link Saddam Hussein and al
Qaeda, all the while knowing that no
evidence supports the claim?

Where is their moral outrage when
our President said we would find tens
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