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Whereas, Bobby D. Young has exemplified
a love for his family, and must be commended
for his dedicated service to the community as
a family practitioner in Zanesville, and for his
service with the Tenth Army Air Corp in Burma
during World War II.

Therefore, | join with the residents of the en-
tire 18th Congressional District of Ohio in con-
gratulating Bobby D. Young as he celebrates
his 80th Birthday.

——————

TRANSPORTATION, TREASURY,
AND INDEPENDENT AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. EARL POMEROY

OF NORTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 19, 2004

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5025) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Trans-
portation and Treasury, and independent
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2005, and for other purposes.

Mr. POMERQY. Mr. Chairman, | rise today
to say that | will be voting for H.R. 5006, the
fiscal year 2005 Labor, Health and Human
Services, Education Appropriations bill, but
doing so with some reluctance. While | sup-
port many of the funding provisions in this leg-
islation, | also believe that this bill short-
changes many important needs in education
and health care.

Almost three years after the historic No
Child Left Behind legislation was passed into
law, | remain concerned about Congress’ on-
going failure to commit the resources prom-
ised to our Nation’s teachers, parents and stu-
dents. While | support the intentions of the
education reform promise to leave no child be-
hind, 1 am also convinced that the success of
this new law will be determined in part by the
investment made in this historic reform effort.
| am deeply disappointed that this funding plan
falls more than $7.2 billion short of the re-
sources promised for low-income and dis-
advantaged districts, thereby making up the
vast majority of the total $9.5 billion NCLB
shortfall contained in the bill.

Not only does this bill fall short on critical
funding for education, but it also makes cuts
to the Rural Hospital Flexibility and Outreach
grant programs, important resources to North
Dakota health care providers. It is my under-
standing that Chairman REGULA has com-
mitted to work to restore this funding in con-
ference, and | intend to actively support those
efforts.

Certainly, this bill includes many provisions
that | applaud. While | was pleased that the
Rural Education Achievement Program once
again received funding to help rural districts
manage the No Child Left Behind Act's new
accountability requirements, | strongly believe
this program merits an increase in funding. |
was also pleased that this bill restores the fed-
eral overtime protections to six million workers
who saw their overtime pay threatened by the
Department of Labor’'s new rules.

Ultimately, | cast my vote in favor of this
legislation in order to ensure that the appro-
priations process could move forward. | re-
main hopeful that the Senate will include high-
er funding levels for these programs and that
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we can work on a bipartisan basis to develop
a fiscally responsible funding plan that pro-
vides adequate resources to strengthen our
schools, address our public health needs, and
support our Nation’s workers.

———

COMMEMORATING THE OPENINGS
OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF
THE AMERICAN INDIAN

SPEECH OF

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 21, 2004

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-
er, the National Mall is home to memorials in
honor of our founding fathers, our nation’s vet-
erans and leaders who have shaped the
course of the United States. The Mall is also
home to wonderful museums that explore sub-
jects from our natural history here on Earth, to
travels to the moon and beyond. However,
even with the diverse exhibits, there was al-
ways a piece of our history missing from the
Mall, and on September 21, 2004, that hole
was finally filled.

It is my honor to celebrate the long awaited
opening of the National Museum of the Amer-
ican Indian on the National Mall. This museum
stands as a monument not only to the past
generations of Native Americans, but to the
present and the future. | am hopeful that the
prominent placement of this museum will help
to educate our nation on the true history of
Native Americans, told by their perspective
and through their eyes. The museum will be
home to artifacts and exhibits, but will also
serve as a classroom with live performances
and demonstrations. It truly is a magnificent
addition to the Mall, and | look forward to vis-
iting the museum often.

As we celebrate this joyous occasion, and
visit with the thousands of Native Americans
who have traveled from across the country to
join in this event, Members of Congress must
not forget that our relationship with Native
Americans goes far beyond the museum. Pre-
serving the past and ensuring the future of
Native Americans is celebrated in the mu-
seum, but it is only through the adequate
funding of education, healthcare, and other ini-
tiatives critical to our Native American commu-
nities that illustrates our true commitment. |
will continue to work with several of my col-
leagues to fight for essential programs to give
Native Americans the resources they need.

| am proud to have the opportunity to wel-
come so many Native Americans to Wash-
ington, D.C. this week, and to welcome the
National Museum of the American Indian.

———

COMMEMORATING THE OPENING
OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF
THE AMERICAN INDIAN

SPEECH OF

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, September 21, 2004
Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, “with the opening

of the National Museum of the American In-
dian today, the sun shines a bit brighter on the
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National Mall. This long overdue addition to
the Smithsonian is both an architectural and
cultural feat achieved through hard work,
imagination and perseverance of Native com-
munities across the country. With its combina-
tion of traditional materials and state-of-the-art
technological exhibits the museum is a true
testament to native communities’ commitment
to moving forward while honoring the traditions
of the past.

“Potomac is Algonkin for ‘where something
is brought.” Therefore, it is fitting that today on
the banks of the Potomac River the Native
community brings our great nation the gift that
is the National Museum of the American In-
dian. By meeting adversity with strength and a
renewed commitment to the health, welfare
and prosperity of their people and traditions,
the Native community is an inspiration to all
Americans.”

“While we celebrate the opening of the mu-
seum we must also take the time to recommit
ourselves, our nation and our resources to
helping Native communities across the coun-
try. The challenges of providing adequate
housing, health care and education in Indian
Country must be met with our full dedication
and vigor. We must recommit ourselves to
providing full ballot access to all of Indian
country in this fall's election and support the
efforts of the legal teams of the Native Vote
2004: Election Protection.

“In addition to dedicating ourselves to ad-
dressing the needs of the Native community,
my Democratic colleagues and | are stead-
fastly committed to protecting tribal sov-
ereignty and protecting the trust rights of all in
Indian Country. The government-to-govern-
ment relationship between the Federal govern-
ment and Indian tribes must be protected as
we legislate and direct funds in Congress. We
must honor our nation’s responsibility to pro-
tect the land and resources of Native Ameri-
cans fully and to the benefit of all in Indian
Country.”

“It is a brighter day in our nation and in all
of Indian Country on this opening day of the
National Museum of the American Indian.”

COMMEMORATING THE OPENING
OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF
THE AMERICAN INDIAN

SPEECH OF

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 21, 2004

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, | am
very pleased to join in support of this resolu-
tion.

The resolution notes that the National Mu-
seum of the American Indian Act (20 U.S.C.
808 et seq.) established within the Smithso-
nian Institution the National Museum of the
American Indian and authorized the construc-
tion of a facility to house the National Museum
of the American Indian on the National Mall in
the District of Columbia. It points out this will
be the only national museum devoted exclu-
sively to the history and art of cultures indige-
nous to the Americas, and will give all Ameri-
cans the opportunity to learn of the cultural
legacy, historic grandeur, and contemporary
culture of Native Americans. And it officially
recognizes that the new museum officially
opens today.
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