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built upon, but at a faster pace. The U.S. De-
partment of Energy and the Russian Min-
istry of Atomic Energy should continue to 
convene annually with U.S. and Russian 
agency officials, legislators, industry and 
academic institutions and identify areas of 
further cooperative efforts and potential 
areas for new collaborations. 

When the President and other high level 
United States officials meet with their Rus-
sian counterparts, they must emphasize the 
great need for Russia to improve its domes-
tic investment climate as a prerequisite for 
higher levels of United States investment in 
the energy sector. 

While this dialogue is committed to pur-
suing new energy opportunities by fostering 
closer relations between educational and 
professional institutions and resolving cur-
rent trade and administrative disputes, the 
commission should also review immigration 
policies practiced by the U.S. and Russian 
agencies granting visas for energy sector of-
ficials and employees. If this dialogue is to 
be successful, the participants of both na-
tions should receive visas in a timely man-
ner. 

Additionally, as co-chairman of the Duma- 
Congress Study Group, I propose creating a 
task force between the two legislative 
branches in order to expedite legislative re-
forms recommended by the commercial en-
ergy dialogue. The task force should hold an-
nual exchanges between members and staff 
of the energy committees. 

Russia has a renewed commitment to in-
vestment by American energy companies. 
Recent actions by President Putin signal the 
importance placed on energy trade and in-
vestment with the United States. He has 
called for increased pipeline infrastructure 
development to facilitate the export of oil to 
Europe and the United States stating ‘‘. . . I 
would like relations between Russian and 
United States businesses to develop more ac-
tively, especially in the strategically impor-
tant area of energy. . . .’’ 

It is clear, both the United States and Rus-
sia want and need to increase Russia’s expor-
tation of energy. This is a rare and distinct 
opportunity where American and Russian 
collaboration on enemy research might be 
beneficial in fostering a cooperative, mar-
ket-based approach to energy security, re-
ducing dependency on the tumultuous Mid-
dle East. This can be the new model of future 
energy partnerships. The United States and 
Russia can play a critical role in supporting 
energy development among the energy rich 
countries of the former Soviet Union, further 
improving global energy diversity and en-
ergy security. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Wanda 
Evans, one of his secretaries. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois (at the request 
of Ms. PELOSI) for today on account of 
a family emergency. 

Mr. KLECZKA (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today after 5 p.m. and the 

balance of the week on account of per-
sonal reasons. 

Mr. WICKER (at the request of Mr. 
DELAY) for today on account of illness. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. HINOJOSA) to revise and 
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:) 

Mr. HINOJOSA, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. EMANUEL, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. CONYERS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. STRICKLAND, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. HINCHEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mrs. MALONEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. MORAN of Kansas) to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:) 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida, 
for 5 minutes, today. 

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania, for 5 
minutes, today. 

Mr. SOUDER, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. NORWOOD, for 5 minutes, Sep-

tember 23. 
f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 

A bill of the Senate of the following 
title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 2279. An act to amend title 46, United 
States Code, with respect to maritime trans-
portation security and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

Mr. Trandahl, Clerk of the House, re-
ported and found truly enrolled bills of 
the House of the following titles, which 
were thereupon signed by the Speaker: 

H.R. 265. An act to provide for an adjust-
ment of the boundaries of Mount Rainier Na-
tional Park, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1521. An act to provide for additional 
lands to be included within the boundary of 
the Johnstown Flood National Memorial in 
the State of Pennsylvania, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 1616. An act to authorize the exchange 
of certain lands within the Martin Luther 
King, Junior, National Historic Site for 
lands owned by the City of Atlanta, Georgia, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1648. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to convey certain 
water distribution systems of the Cachuma 
Project, California, to the Carpinteria Valley 
Water District and the Montecito Water Dis-
trict. 

H.R. 1658. An act to amend the Railroad 
Right-of-Way Conveyance Validation Act to 

validate additional conveyances of certain 
lands in the State of California that form 
part of the right-of-way granted by the 
United States to facilitate the construction 
of the transcontinental railway, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 1732. An act to amend the Reclama-
tion Wastewater and Groundwater Study and 
Facilities Act to authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior to participate in the Williamson 
County, Texas, Water Recycling and Reuse 
Project, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 2696. An act to establish Institutes to 
demonstrate and promote the use of adaptive 
ecosystem management to reduce the risk of 
wildfires, and restore the health of fire- 
adapted forest and woodland ecosystems of 
the interior West. 

H.R. 3209. An act to amend the Reclama-
tion Project Authorization Act of 1972 to 
clarify the acreage for which the North Loup 
division is authorized to provide irrigation 
water under the Missouri River Basin 
project. 

H.R. 3249. An act to extend the term of the 
Forest Counties Payments Committee. 

H.R. 3768. An act to expand the Timucuan 
Ecological and Historic Preserve, Florida. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at midnight), under its previous 
order, the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, September 23, 2004, 
at 9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

9660. A letter from the Assistant Attorney 
General, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting the 2003 Annual Report regarding the 
Department’s enforcement activities under 
the Equal Credit Opportunity Act, pursuant 
to 15 U.S.C. 1691f; to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

9661. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Atka Mackeral Lottery in 
Areas 542 and 543 [Docket No. 031126295-3295- 
01; I.D. 081104A] received August 30, 2004, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Resources. 

9662. A letter from the Assistant Director, 
Executive and Political Personnel, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a report pur-
suant to the Federal Vacancies Reform Act 
of 1998; to the Committee on Government Re-
form. 

9663. A letter from the Assistant Director, 
Executive and Political Personnel, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a report pur-
suant to the Federal Vacancies Reform Act 
of 1998; to the Committee on Government Re-
form. 

9664. A letter from the Assistant Director, 
Executive and Political Personnel, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a report pur-
suant to the Federal Vacancies Reform Act 
of 1998; to the Committee on Government Re-
form. 

9665. A letter from the Assistant Director, 
Executive and Political Personnel, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a report pur-
suant to the Federal Vacancies Reform Act 
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