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device demonstration, equipment loan, 
device reutilization/recycling and fi-
nancing systems such as low-interest 
loans for the purchase or lease of as-
sistive technology equipment. 

I thank my colleagues, in particular, 
Chairman GREGG, Senator KENNEDY, 
Senator HARKIN, and their staffs, for 
their hard work in producing a bipar-
tisan piece of legislation and moving it 
toward final passage. 

A special thanks is also due to Re-
gina Connor, the Project Director of 
the Rhode Island Assistive Technology 
Access Partnership, ATAP, which is 
Rhode Island’s Assistive Technology 
Act Project, and Tony Antosh, Direc-
tor of the Paul V. Sherlock Center on 
Disabilities, for their input and rec-
ommendations throughout the legisla-
tive process and ensuring that the act 
contained provisions important to 
Rhode Island assistive technology 
users, providers, and advocates. 

This is significant legislation for peo-
ple in Rhode Island and across the Na-
tion, and I am pleased to support it. I 
look forward to the President quickly 
signing this bill into law which will 
hopefully signal a turnaround in his 
support for assistive technology fund-
ing to provide individuals with disabil-
ities the increased support they need 
and deserve. 

Mr. INHOFE. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the substitute amendment at 
the desk be agreed to, the bill, as 
amended, be read a third time and 
passed, the motions to reconsider be 
laid upon the table en bloc, and any 
statements relating to the bill be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 3943) was agreed 
to. 

(The amendment is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’) 

The bill (H.R. 4278), as amended, was 
read the third time and passed. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND WORK 
OF DUKE ELLINGTON 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H. Con. Res. 501. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 501) 

honoring the life and work of Duke Elling-
ton, recognizing the 30th anniversary of the 
Duke Ellington School of the Arts, and sup-
porting the annual Duke Ellington Jazz Fes-
tival. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of the 
concurrent resolution. 

Mr. INHOFE. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the concurrent resolution be 
agreed to, the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, and any statement 
relating to the matter be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 501) was agreed to. 

f 

STATE JUSTICE INSTITUTE 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2004 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Judiciary 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of H.R. 2714 and the Sen-
ate proceed to its immediate consider-
ation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the bill by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 2714) to reauthorize the State 
Justice Institute. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am 
pleased the Senate will take up the 
Leahy-Hatch amendment to reauthor-
ize the highly successful Department of 
Justice Bulletproof Vest Partnership 
Grant Program. I thank the Chairman 
of the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
Senator HATCH, for joining me on this 
amendment. 

This amendment contains the same 
legislative language as the Campbell- 
Leahy-Hatch Bulletproof Vest Partner-
ship Grant Act of 2003, S. 764. The Bul-
letproof Vest Partnership Grant Act 
passed the Senate by unanimous con-
sent on July 15, 2003, and has been 
awaiting consideration by the House of 
Representatives since then. 

This measure marks the third time 
that I have had the privilege of 
teaming with my friend and colleague 
Senator CAMPBELL to work on the Bul-
letproof Vest Partnership Grant Pro-
gram. We authored the Bulletproof 
Vest Grant Partnership Act of 1998, 
which responded to the tragic Carl 
Drega shootout in 1997 on the Vermont- 
New Hampshire border, in which two 
state troopers who did not have bullet-
proof vests were killed. The Federal of-
ficers who responded to the scenes of 
the shooting spree were equipped with 
life-saving body armor, but the state 
and local law enforcement officers 
lacked protective vests because of the 
cost. 

Two years later, we successfully 
passed the Bulletproof Vest Partner-
ship Grant Act of 2000, and I hope we 
will go 3-for-3 this time around. Sen-
ator CAMPBELL brings to our effort in-
valuable experience in this area and 
during his time in the Senate he has 
been a leader in the area of law en-
forcement. As a former deputy sheriff, 
he knows the dangers law enforcement 
officers face when out on patrol. I am 
pleased that we have been joined in 
this effort by 12 other Senate cospon-
sors, including Senator HATCH. 

Our bipartisan legislation will save 
the lives of law enforcement officers 
across the country by providing more 
help to State and local law enforce-
ment agencies to purchase body armor. 
Since its inception in 1999, this highly 
successful Department of Justice pro-

gram has provided law enforcement of-
ficers in 16,000 jurisdictions Nationwide 
with nearly 350,000 new bulletproof 
vests. In Vermont, 60 municipalities 
have been fortunate to receive to re-
ceive funding for the purchase of 1,905 
vests. 

The Bulletproof Vest Partnership 
Grant Act of 2003 will further the suc-
cess of the Bulletproof Vest Partner-
ship Grant Program by re-authorizing 
the program through fiscal year 2007. 
Our legislation would continue the 
Federal-State partnership by author-
izing up to $50 million per year for 
matching grants to State and local law 
enforcement agencies and Indian tribes 
at the Department of Justice to buy 
body armor. 

We know that body armor saves 
lives, but the cost has put these vests 
out of the reach of many of the officers 
who need them. This program makes it 
more affordable for police departments 
of all sizes. Few things mean more to 
me than when I meet Vermont police 
officers and they tell me that the pro-
tective vests they wear were made pos-
sible because of this program. This is 
the least we should do for the officers 
on the front lines who put themselves 
in danger for us every day. I want to 
make sure that every police officer 
who needs a bulletproof vest gets one. 

Mr. INHOFE. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Leahy-Hatch amendment, 
which is at the desk, be agreed to, the 
bill as amended be read a third time 
and passed, the motions to reconsider 
be laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate, and any state-
ments relating to the bill be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 3944) was agreed 
to, as follows: 
(Purpose: To extend the authorization of the 

Bulletproof Vest Partnership Grant Pro-
gram) 
On page 3, after line 5, add the following: 

SEC. 4. LAW ENFORCEMENT ARMOR VESTS. 
Section 1001(a)(23) of title I of the Omnibus 

Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 
(42 U.S.C. 3793(a)(23)) is amended by striking 
‘‘2004’’ and inserting ‘‘2007’’. 

The amendment was ordered to be 
engrossed and the bill was read the 
third time and passed. 

f 

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1, 
2004 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m. on Friday, October 
1. I further ask unanimous consent 
that following the prayer and the 
pledge, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved, and the Senate 
then resume consideration of S. 2845, 
the intelligence reform bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 
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