October 6, 2004

In this regard, from a leadership perspec-
tive, there is some discomfort that the rest of
the world is not following the American lead
on Burma, not only in Asia and most particu-
larly ASEAN, but also Western Europe.

As a general proposition in international af-
fairs, and we are seeing this most clearly in
the Middle East and Southwest Asia, Europe
is looking at American leadership as being too
inclined to draw “lines in the sand” and not
sufficiently attuned to nuance distinctions in
foreign affairs. There may be some truth in
this critique, but | think Burma is the one cir-
cumstance where they are most clearly wrong,
that this is a “line in the sand” place, and this
is a situation in which we should be expecting
far more from Europe.

The good news is that the EU has begun to
put a bit more pressure on the SPDC by de-
manding, for example, that ASEAN downgrade
Burma’s first-ever representation at the Asia-
Europe Meeting (ASEM) in Hanoi in October.
The forum, begun in 1996, brings together the
European Union and 10 Asian nations, includ-
ing China, Japan, and South Korea. This year
marks the group’s formal enlargement, adding
the 10 new EU members who joined in May
along with Burma, Cambodia and Laos. The
summit formally opens on October 8, 2004.

Here it is positive that the EU has set a
deadline for this Friday—the start of the sum-
mit—for the release of Aung San Suu Kyi from
house arrest and for allowing her National
League for Democracy party an integral role in
drafting a new constitution. My understanding
is that if the deadline elapsed without
progress, the EU is prepared to enact a set of
“intensified sanctions” reportedly consisting of
a visa ban on junta officials and a halt to inter-
national funding for Burma. Having said that,
it should be understood that these enhanced
sanctions are rather modest in their scope and
effect, in that the EU has imposed a visa ban
since 1996 and that for well over a decade
Burma has been effectively barred from lend-
ing by the international financial institutions.

It is also a hopeful sign that United Nations
Secretary General Kofi Annan is also taking
increased interest in the situation in Burma.
The United States was appreciative of the fact
that on September 29 the Secretary General
convened a meeting with his special envoy to
Burma Ambassador Razali Ismail and con-
cerned U.N. members to discuss the lack of
progress toward democracy and national rec-
onciliation in Burma. The Congress joins with
the executive branch in urging the Secretary
General to remain focused on this matter and
we hope and expect that his engagement will
generate more international community co-
operation on this vital issue. In this context, |
would urge the Burmese authorities to prompt-
ly allow Ambassador Razali to return to Burma
and to conduct additional visits as he deems
necessary.

All Americans remain deeply concerned by
the continued detention of courageous democ-
racy advocate and Nobel peace Prize Lau-
reate Aung San Suu Kyi, the failure of the
junta to permit the National League for De-
mocracy (NLD) to open its offices nationwide
and operate freely, the junta’s refusal to re-
lease over a thousand political prisoners, the
recent arrest of political activists and the sen-
tencing of four NLD members for illegal polit-
ical activities.

As noted by the Department of State, Amer-
ica’s position is clear: “the Burmese people’s
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desire for a national reconciliation and the es-
tablishment of democracy must be respected.”
We again call upon the Burmese leadership to
take tangible steps, including the immediate
release of Aung San Suu Kyi and all political
prisoners, the full and free participation of the
National League for Democracy and rep-
resentatives of the ethnic minorities in the Na-
tional Convention and the initiation of a mean-
ingful dialogue to advance national reconcili-
ation and the establishment of democracy.

| urge support for the resolution.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | strongly support
H. Res. 768, calling on the United Nations Se-
curity Council to immediately consider a reso-
lution on Burma. | urge all members to support
this important legislation.

Burma’s military regime is one of the worst
governments in the world. There is a complete
lack of freedom of speech, religion, press, and
basic human rights. They should be treated as
a pariah in the international community.

Burma’s ruling military uses forced labor,
rape, torture, and imprisonment as a means to
quiet opposition and suppress the Burmese
people. Innocent women and children are
often used as minesweepers and the govern-
ment continues to commit numerous other
gross human rights violations against ethnic
minorities. This abuse of the innocent people
of Burma must end.

Hundreds of thousands of civilians have fled
into other countries to seek safety. In Thai-
land, border towns are packed with refugees
forced to live their lives in camps or illegally as
migrant workers. Conditions are rough and
tensions run high.

Sadly, the situation in Burma continues to
worsen. Just last week there were two reports
of attacks on Karen and Karenni villages
where unknown numbers of villagers were
killed. Homes, schools and clinics were
burned. Civilians are forced to flee into the
jungle to avoid attack. Attacks are common
with the typical village moving every 3 months
to avoid attacks. Cut off from humanitarian
aid, thousands of people are trapped in the
jungle, constantly moving to avoid attacks.
After attacks, it is common for the military to
lay landmines throughout the villages to try to
deter the villagers from ever returning.

We must not forget that while Burma con-
tinues to commit unspeakable abuses against
its people, its democratically elected leader,
Aung San Suu Kyi, remains under house ar-
rest and the desire for democracy runs strong
among the people of Burma. We must send a
clear signal to the government of Burma that
no amount of repression will legitimize their
government. They must immediately release
Aung San Suu Kyi, all political prisoners,
cease attacking ethnic minorities, and allow
true democracy and freedom to flourish in
Burma.

| urge every Member to vote in support of
this important legislation. We must send a
strong message to the Government of Burma
that the United States stands with the people
of Burma and their quest for democracy.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
OSE). The question is on the motion of-
fered by the gentleman from Colorado
(Mr. TANCREDO) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 768.
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The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following privileged
message from the Senate:

In the Senate of the United States, July 15, 2004.

Ordered, That the Secretary be directed to
request the return of the papers to accom-
pany (S. 2589) entitled ‘“‘An Act to clarify the
status of certain retirement plans and the
organizations which maintain the plans.”’, in
compliance with a request of the Senate for
the return thereof.

Attest:

Emily Reynolds, Secretary.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the request of the Senate is
agreed to, and S. 25689 will be returned
to the Senate.

There was no objection.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 3 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

———
O 0807

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. PUTNAM) at 8 o’clock and
7 minutes a.m.

————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 10, 911 RECOMMENDATIONS
IMPLEMENTATION ACT

Mr. SESSIONS, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 108-751) on the resolution (H.
Res. 827) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 10) to provide for reform
of the intelligence community, ter-
rorism prevention and prosecution,
border security, and international co-
operation and coordination, and for
other purposes, which was referred to
the House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

—————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING
REQUIREMENT OF CLAUSE 6(a)
OF RULE XIII WITH RESPECT TO
CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN
RESOLUTIONS

Mr. SESSIONS, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 108-752) on the resolution (H.
Res. 828) waiving a requirement of
clause 6(a) of rule XIII with respect to
consideration of certain resolutions re-
ported from the Committee on Rules,
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