October 10, 2004

Whereas scholars and educators agree that
people do not automatically develop good
character and that, therefore, conscientious
efforts must be made by institutions and in-
dividuals that influence youth to help young
people develop the essential traits and char-
acteristics that comprise good character;

Whereas, although character development
is, first and foremost, an obligation of fami-
lies, the efforts of faith communities,
schools, and youth, civic, and human service
organizations also play an important role in
fostering and promoting good character;

Whereas Congress encourages students,
teachers, parents, youth, and community
leaders to recognize the importance of char-
acter education in preparing young people to
play a role in determining the future of the
Nation;

Whereas effective character education is
based on core ethical values which form the
foundation of democratic society;

Whereas examples of character are trust-
worthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness,
caring, citizenship, and honesty;

Whereas elements of character transcend
cultural, religious, and socioeconomic dif-
ferences;

Whereas the character and conduct of our
youth reflect the character and conduct of
society, and, therefore, every adult has the
responsibility to teach and model ethical
values and every social institution has the
responsibility to promote the development of
good character;

Whereas Congress encourages individuals
and organizations, especially those who have
an interest in the education and training of
the young people of the United States, to
adopt the elements of character as intrinsic
to the well-being of individuals, commu-
nities, and society;

Whereas many schools in the United States
recognize the need, and have taken steps, to
integrate the values of their communities
into their teaching activities; and

Whereas the establishment of National
Character Counts Week, during which indi-
viduals, families, schools, youth organiza-
tions, religious institutions, civic groups,
and other organizations would focus on char-
acter education, would be of great benefit to
the Nation: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) proclaims the week beginning October
17, 2004, as ‘‘National Character Counts
Week”’; and

(2) requests that the President issue a
proclamation calling upon the people of the
United States and interested groups to—

(A) embrace the elements of character
identified by local schools and communities,
such as trustworthiness, respect, responsi-
bility, fairness, caring, and citizenship; and

(B) observe the week with appropriate
ceremonies, programs, and activities.

S. RES. 462

Whereas section 101(1) of the Afghanistan
Freedom Support Act of 2002 (22 U.S.C.
7511(1)) declares that the ‘“United States and
the international community should support
efforts that advance the development of
democratic civil authorities and institutions
in Afghanistan and the establishment of a
new broad-based, multi-ethnic, gender-sen-
sitive, and fully representative government
in Afghanistan’’;

Whereas on January 4, 2004, the Constitu-
tional Loya Jirga of Afghanistan adopted a
constitution that promises free elections
with full participation by women and estab-
lishes a legislative foundation for democracy
in Afghanistan;

Whereas on June 15, 2004, President Bush
stated that ‘‘Afghanistan’s journey to de-
mocracy and peace deserves the support and
respect of every nation....The world and the
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United States stand with [the people of Af-
ghanistan] as partners in their quest for
peace and prosperity and stability and de-
mocracy.”’;

Whereas the independent Joint Electoral
Management Body in Afghanistan and thou-
sands of its staff throughout Afghanistan
have worked to register voters and organize
a fair and transparent election process de-
spite violent and deadly attacks on them and
on the purpose of their work;

Whereas more than 10,500,000 Afghans have
been reported registered to vote, dem-
onstrating great courage and a deep desire to
have a voice in the future of Afghanistan,
and more than 40 percent of those reported
registered to vote are women;

Whereas the presidential election cam-
paign in Afghanistan officially began on Sep-
tember 7, 2004 and 18 candidates, including
one woman, are seeking the presidency;

Whereas on October 9, 2004, the people of
Afghanistan will vote in the first direct pres-
idential election, at the national level, in Af-
ghanistan’s history at 5,000 polling centers
located throughout Afghanistan, as well as
polling centers in Pakistan and Iran;

Whereas the United States, the European
Union, the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe, and the Asian Network
for Free Elections will send monitors and
support teams to join the more than 4,000 do-
mestic election observers in Afghanistan for
the presidential election;

Whereas the United States and many inter-
national partners have provided technical as-
sistance and financial support for elections
in Afghanistan; and

Whereas the International Security Assist-
ance Force (ISAF), led by the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO), and coalition
forces will join the Afghan National Army
and police in Afghanistan to help provide se-
curity during the presidential election: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved that it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) the United States applauds the stead-
fast commitment of the people of Afghani-
stan to achieve responsive and responsible
government through democracy;

(2) the United States strongly supports
self-government and the protection of human
rights and freedom of conscience for all men
and women in Afghanistan; and

(3) the United States remains committed
to a long-term partnership with the people of
Afghanistan and to a peaceful future for Af-
ghanistan.

———
AUTHORIZING PRINTING OF RE-
VISED EDITION OF SENATE

RULES AND MANUAL

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to the consid-
eration of S. Res. 463.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 463) authorizing the
printing of a revised edition of the Senate
Rules and Manual.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed to and
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered.
The resolution (S. Res.

agreed to, as follows:

463) was

S11017

S. RES. 463

Resolved,

SECTION 1. REVISED EDITION OF THE SENATE
RULES AND MANUAL.

(a) REVISED EDITION.—The Committee on
Rules and Administration of the Senate shall
prepare a revised edition of the Senate Rules
and Manual for the use of the 109th Congress.

(b) SENATE DOCUMENT.—The revised edition
of the Senate Rules and Manual shall be
printed as a Senate document.

(c) BINDING AND DISTRIBUTION.—In addition
to the usual number of documents, 1,500 ad-
ditional copies of the revised edition of the
Senate Rules and Manual shall be bound and
distributed, of which—

(1) 500 paperbound copies shall be for the
use of the Senate; and

(2) 1,000 copies shall be delivered as may be
directed by the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration and bound as follows:

(A) 550 paperbound.

(B) 250 nontabbed black skiver.

(C) 200 tabbed black skiver.

—————

EXPRESSING SENSE OF SENATE
WITH RESPECT TO PROSTATE
CANCER INFORMATION

NATIONAL VISITING NURSE
ASSOCIATION MONTH

NATIONAL RUNAWAY PREVENTION
MONTH

EXPRESSING SENSE OF CONGRESS
THAT IT IS APPROPRIATE TO
ANNUALLY OBSERVE PATRIOT
DAY, SEPTEMBER 11

RECOGNIZING AND HONORING
MILITARY UNIT FAMILY SUP-
PORT VOLUNTEERS

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolu-
tions at the desk be discharged from
their respective committees and the
Senate proceed to their consideration,
en bloc.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will report the resolutions by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 389) expressing the
sense of the Senate with respect to prostate
cancer information.

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 8)
designating the second week in May each
year as National Visiting Nurse Association
Week.

A resolution (S. Res. 430) designating No-
vember 2004 as National Runaway Preven-
tion Month.

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 486)
recognizing and honoring military unit fam-
ily support volunteers for their dedicated
service to the United States, the Armed
Forces, and members of the Armed Forces
and their families.

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 473)
expressing the sense of Congress that it is
appropriate to annually observe Patriot Day,
September 11, with voluntary acts of service
and compassion.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions.
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