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HONORING CHARLES EDWARD 

JOHNSON, SR. 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 8, 2004 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the life and achievements of an extraordinary 
man, Charles ‘‘Chuck’’ Johnson of Oakland, 
California. Chuck was a prominent figure in 
the communications industry for over 40 
years, and worked tirelessly in that capacity 
not only to promote equality and social justice, 
but to keep print and broadcast media afford-
able and accessible to all. Chuck passed 
away on July 27, 2004 after succumbing to 
cancer, and is survived by his son, Charles 
Johnson, Jr. 

Chuck was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma on Oc-
tober 21, 1938. After growing up in Missouri, 
he began his career in radio in 1956. He later 
joined the Air Force, and following his service 
time, returned to working full time in the enter-
tainment industry, where he would become the 
first African American to reach several techno-
logical and professional milestones. In 1959, 
Chuck created the first Black teen dance 
show, and in the early 1960s, became the first 
African American not only to host a #1 nightly 
Top 40 radio show, but also to buy and sell 
FM radio stations. In 1966, he began pro-
ducing the nationally syndicated SoulTime 
USA, and would move on to establish the first 
Black movie distribution company to promote 
major Black movies. In 1978, he would be-
come the first African American to operate a 
24-hour commercial lease access television 
station, the Soulbeat Television Network, air-
ing music videos and community programming 
in Oakland. Soulbeat is presently celebrating 
22 years of continuous programming, and has 
not only added live interactive talk shows to its 
programming lineup, but in 1998 became the 
first network ever to broadcast full-time live 
streaming television to the world over the 
internet. 

In addition to the pioneering role Chuck 
played in the communications industry, he was 
an active member of the civil rights movement 
throughout his life. He not only served as the 
president of the local NAACP Chapter in 
Southern California in the 1960s, but as the 
West Coast Chapter President of the National 
Association of Television and Radio Announc-
ers, was a leader in the movement to hire the 
first Black radio announcers in Los Angeles. 
Furthermore, his founding of Soulbeat in Oak-
land was historic not only because he was the 
first African American to establish such a sta-
tion, but because Soulbeat was and continues 
to be a vehicle for the advancement of free 
speech and social equality. 

On August 2, 2004, Chuck’s friends and 
family gathered to honor his extraordinary life 
and the impact that his work had on the lives 
of those around him. Chuck was a truly unique 
individual not only because of the record of 
historic achievements that marked his career, 
but because of his commitment to using his 
voice to improve the lives of the people in his 
community and beyond. His legacy will con-
tinue far into the future, and his memory will 
be treasured by all who knew him. The Ninth 
Congressional District salutes Chuck Johnson 
for the contributions he made to Oakland, the 
East Bay, and our entire country. 

HONORING LINDA WHITE-EPPS 
FOR HER LIFETIME OF OUT-
STANDING SERVICE 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 8, 2004 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with a 
heavy heart and great admiration that I rise 
today to pay tribute to an exceptional woman 
whose endless energy and dedication touched 
the lives of all who knew her and many who 
did not. It has been one year since Linda 
White-Epps was taken from her family, friends, 
and community after a long and courageous 
battle with breast cancer. A tireless advocate 
and inspiring soul, Linda’s message of 
strength and support continues through the or-
ganization she founded, Sister’s Journey. 

After losing an aunt as well as another sig-
nificant person in her life to cancer and being 
diagnosed with breast cancer herself, Linda 
made it her life’s purpose to ensure that no 
woman be ‘‘alone’’ in the battle with breast 
cancer. Linda always held a strong belief in 
the importance of sharing her story with oth-
ers—to hide it was to allow the disease to win. 
She began Sister’s Journey, a support group 
for women of color surviving breast cancer. 
She went on to create an annual calendar with 
each month highlighting the story of a sur-
vivor. The calender serves a tangible and visi-
ble source of encouragement—sending a 
message of hope to other woman striving for 
survivorship. 

I had many opportunities to work with Linda 
over the years and I was always in awe of her 
constant energy and unwavering commitment 
to her cause. She strongly believed in the 
need for awareness, education, and outreach 
to those diagnosed with breast cancer and 
their loved ones. Linda brought the battle to 
the community and to Washington. The Amer-
ican Cancer Society was just one of the many 
organizations for which Linda volunteered her 
time. In fact, she served as a lobbyist for the 
organization in Washington, highlighting the 
concerns of Connecticut and making sure leg-
islators knew just how vital increased funding 
for research and education are—not only to 
those fighting breast cancer, but for those who 
had survived as well. Linda was also respon-
sible for organizing the first Relay for Life 
event in Hamden, Connecticut—now an an-
nual event that serves as one of the largest 
fundraisers for the American Cancer Society. 

Linda’s accomplishments and advocacy did 
not go unrecognized. Throughout her life she 
was honored with a myriad of awards and ac-
knowledgments. Perhaps the most prestigious 
of these many accolades was when Linda was 
recognized with the ‘‘Points of Light Award’’ in 
2002. Bestowed by the President of the United 
States, this special honor celebrates the suc-
cess of volunteers and highlights the impact 
that individuals have on their communities. For 
Linda, this was a most fitting tribute. Her ef-
forts have left an indelible mark on our com-
munity and one cannot say enough about the 
difference she has made in the lives of others. 

This year marks the 6th Anniversary of the 
‘‘Pink Tea’’, an annual ‘‘Celebration of Survi-
vorship,’’ where the Sister’s Journey Calendar 
has traditionally been unveiled. This year’s 
event will indeed be special as members re-
member Linda’s efforts and honor her memory 

by continuing her work. I am proud to join her 
mother, Phyllis White; her children, Dawn and 
George; her grandchildren, Dominique and 
Donvan; family, friends, and colleagues in 
honoring Linda White-Epps for her outstanding 
service and invaluable contributions to our 
community. Linda’s legacy will continue to in-
spire and support those most in need. 
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HONORING JOHN BURTON 

HON. NANCY PELOSI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 8, 2004 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, with great re-
spect, admiration, and affection, I am honored 
to salute John Burton for 40 years of fighting 
for human rights and social justice for the 
American people. John has been my mentor, 
my ally, and my dear friend for many years 
and throughout my time in Congress. Although 
term limits have now led John to continue his 
fight in new arenas, his leadership as Presi-
dent pro tempore of the California State Sen-
ate will long be recognized as a powerful force 
in the fight against poverty and in the fight for 
fairness for all. 

The Burton name has occupied a revered 
place in California politics for decades, and 
John has served with great integrity in the 
Congress and in the California State Legisla-
ture. The vast landscape of John Burton’s 
leadership includes legislative successes to 
protect our workers, to provide health care to 
all, to ensure equal rights for minorities, to 
preserve our environment, and to improve 
education. That landscape has been shaped 
by his intellect, his conviction, his humor, his 
sensitivity, and his ability to capture hearts, 
even those of his opponents. 

One of John’s first acts upon returning to 
the state legislature was to introduce a bill out-
lawing poverty. This was typical Burton style— 
deep caring mixed with a brash reminder of 
our Nation’s core value to care for those in 
greatest need. John displayed this funda-
mental commitment to justice recently when 
he spoke at a Building and Construction 
Trades Convention and stated, ‘‘It is up to you 
and me and others like us to make sure that 
when people are asking for a job, that job has 
decent wages, decent working conditions, and 
decent benefits and that workers get their fair 
share of the wealth of this Nation. It’s the just 
thing to do, it’s due you, and we’re going to 
help you fight to get what is your due.’’ 

Sadly, John’s political career has been 
marked by tragedy—the loss of his brother, 
Congressman Philip Burton, at the early age 
of 56 and the assassination of one of his dear-
est friends, San Francisco Mayor George 
Moscone at age 49. On the murder of Mayor 
Moscone, John wrote: ‘‘Those senseless 
events brought me face to face with grief, 
making me realize that friends are precious 
and life is all too short. We should remember 
to take time from our own activities to spend 
more time with those we care about, rather 
than so totally immerse ourselves in our jobs 
and businesses that we are always too busy 
to relate to people.’’ 

John’s life has also been marked by great 
fulfillment—not only in his illustrious political 
career, but also in his family life. John’s 
daughter, Kimiko Burton Cruz, is the light of 
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