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TRIBUTE TO COACH WILLIE
JEFFRIES

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 2004

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a trailblazer, an athletic legend
and a dear friend—Coach Willie Jeffries.
Coach Jeffries has dedicated much of his ex-
traordinary career to my alma mater, South
Carolina State University in Orangeburg,
South Carolina. But his impact has been felt
far beyond that campus.

Coach Jeffries is a man of humble begin-
nings. He was born in Union, South Carolina.
His widowed mother raised him in a two-room
house in this segregated Southern town. Earn-
ing money by working various jobs at the local
white-only country club, he got to see how the
other side lived.

He graduated from South Carolina State
University with a bachelor's degree in civil en-
gineering and a master's degree in guidance
and counseling. Having played football and
baseball for the historically black college,
Coach Jeffries secured coaching jobs at seg-
regated high schools in Lancaster and
Gaffney, South Carolina. After compiling a 6-
year 65-7-2 record with three consecutive
State  AAA championships, North Carolina
A&T came calling with an assistant coach’s
job, which started Coach Jeffries in college
coaching. He was next lured to Pittsburgh as
an assistant coach. There he tasted coaching
against big-time college football schools such
as Florida State, UCLA and West Virginia.

But when his alma mater sought him out,
the 36-year-old Coach Jeffries jumped at the
chance to come home and lead his beloved
Bulldogs. In six seasons as his alma mater’s
head coach, he compiled a 50-13—4 record
and became a hot prospect for other head
coaching positions. It was an offer from Wich-
ita State in Kansas that enticed Coach Jeffries
to leave S.C. State. It was historic. Coach
Jeffries became the first African American to
serve as the head football coach of a predomi-
nantly white university. At Wichita State, he
led a team that had lost 14 of its last 15 sea-
sons to an 8-3 season after 4 years of re-
building. After 5 years, he left the program,
which later folded, and became the head
coach for Howard University, where he spent
another 5 years.

In 1989, another tug from S.C. State
brought Coach Jeffries back to the place
where his love of football began. He coached
another 13 years, before retiring following the
2001 season to become the director of athletic
fund raising for the Bulldogs. During his 29-
year coaching career, Coach Jeffries amassed
a 179-132-6 record. This tremendous record
included six Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference
(MEAL) championships, two national titles,
several post-season appearances, and numer-
ous coaching awards. He holds the title for the
most wins of any S.C. State coach and the
most MEAC victories.

Coach Jeffries has been inducted into the
South Carolina State University Athletic Hall of
Fame, the South Carolina Athletic Hall of
Fame and the MEAC Hall of Fame. He has
been honored with South Carolina’s Order of
the Silver Crescent, the State’s highest award
for community service. He has received the
Black Coaches’ Association Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award and is enshrined in the Palmetto
State’s Black Hall of Fame. Since 2002, he
has served on the NCAA Football Rules Com-
mittee.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me in commending Coach Willie
Jeffries for his extraordinary contributions and
courage. He is a legendary football coach that
has touched many lives on and off the playing
field. He is an inspiration to young people who
aspire to rise above their current cir-
cumstances and even break barriers. This
humble man from humble beginnings is a role
model, a resilient leader, and a renowned
motivator. In short, Coach Willie Jeffries is a
national treasure.

———

IN HONOR OF TOM DAY'’S BEING
INDUCTED AS PRESIDENT OF
THE NATIONAL APARTMENT AS-
SOCIATION

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 2004

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Mr. Tom Day on the occasion of
his being named President of the National
Apartment Association (NAA). | join my col-
leagues in honoring his accomplishment and
commitment to service.

This fellow North Texan has risen through
the ranks of the NAA to serve in this illustrious
leadership position. NAA is a federation of 164
state and local affiliates, comprised of more
than 30,000 multifamily housing companies
representing more than five million apartment
homes throughout the United States and Can-
ada.

Locally, Tom has allowed his love for pro-
fession to carry over into his advocacy for his
cause. Mr. Day has held many local and state
positions in the Apartment Association of
Greater Dallas and the Texas Apartment As-
sociation. Recently, Tom has held the position
of President of both of these organizations.
His qualifications to lead such an expansive
organization are tremendous.

| wish Mr. Day all the best for great success
with his new induction as President of the
NAA, and | am confident of the continued
good works of the association and its mem-
bers.

RESOLUTION HONORING THE LIFE
AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF YOGI
BHAJAN

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 2004

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to introduce a resolution honoring
the life and numerous contributions of Yogi
Bhajan, the chief religious and administrative
authority for Sikhism in the West. Yogi Bhajan
passed away in Espanola, New Mexico on Oc-
tober 6th.

A native of India, Yogi Bhajan introduced
thousands around the world to Sikhism, a reli-
gion that carries the message of truthful living
and the fundamental unity of humanity, and
reaches out to people of all backgrounds to
work together for world peace. When he came
to the United States in 1968, Yogi Bhajan rec-
ognized immediately that the experience
sought by many young people through drugs
could be alternatively achieved through
Kundalini yoga, which stimulates individual
growth through breath, chanting, and medita-
tion among other components. Soon after, he
founded the Healthy, Happy, Holy Organiza-
tion (3110), a nonprofit private educational and
scientific foundation with 300 centers in 35
countries, dedicated to improving physical
well-being, deepening spiritual awareness, and
offering guidance on matters of health and
heart. He later also founded a successful drug
rehabilitation program that blends ancient
yogic wisdom of the East with modern tech-
nology of the West.

In 1971, the president of the governing body
of Sikh Temples in India gave Yogi Bhajan the
title of chief religious and administrative au-
thority for Sikhism in the Western Hemisphere.
That same year, the Sikh Dharma was legally
incorporated and recognized as a religion in
the U.S., and soon after Yogi Bhajan founded
the Sikh ashram that still thrives in Espanola,
New Mexico in my district. Yogi Bhajan wrote
30 books and inspired 200 more through his
teaching, and inspired the founding of several
businesses including Akal Security Inc., one of
the fastestgrowing security companies in the
nation. Throughout his lifetime, he traveled the
world and met with world leaders such as
Pope John Paul Il and the Dalai Lama to dis-
cuss world peace and religious unity. He also
served as informal counsel to numerous polit-
ical and spiritual leaders. As the resolution
states, Yogi Bhajan’s teachings and the busi-
nesses formed under his inspiration, improved
personal, political, spiritual and professional
relations between citizens of the United States
and citizens of the nation of India.

After the terrorist attacks on U.S. soil on
September 11th, Yogi Bhajan reached out to
Sikhs across America, encouraging and help-
ing them to educate their fellow citizens about
Sikhs, and to work with law enforcement and
community leaders to help them protect Sikh
populations. He established links to human
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