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Maxine Ringle for their contributions to Fairfax
County, Virginia.

In the mid-1960’s and 1970’s, much of the
Fairfax Station and Clifton areas of the
Occoquan Watershed were zoned by Fairfax
County for one-acre residential lots. During
this time, there was little local public con-
sciousness of the benefits of maintaining the
rural nature of the land in order to protect the
quality of the drinking water supply from the
Occogquan Reservoir.

John and Maxine Ringle owned a substan-
tial portion of the land in Fairfax Station and
Clifton and were free to direct the division of
that land into one-acre lots. Developing this
land would have led to extensive construction,
a network of new roads, deforesting the wood-
ed area, and irrevocably destroying the rural
nature of this area of Fairfax County.

The Ringles recognized the unique nature of
this extensive undeveloped area and envi-
sioned it as a limited-development area where
its natural beauty could be preserved. Owners
could enjoy the amenities of a rural life while
living only a few minutes from the urban offer-
ings of Fairfax County, Virginia and the Wash-
ington, DC Metropolitan Area. John and Max-
ine had the foresight to protect this rural area
by creating eleven separate developments
with five-acre lots and establish binding cov-
enants to preserve this lot size.

In 1982, the Fairfax County Board of Super-
visors, downzoned 41,000 acres in the Fairfax
Station and Clifton areas to legally establish a
natural protective buffer area in the watershed
of the Occoquan Reservoir, currently the
source of water for over a million Northern Vir-
ginia residents. Without the vision and actions
of John and Maxine Ringle in the preceding
decades, Fairfax County would not have been
able to enact this downzoning which continues
to protect and preserve the Occoquan Water-
shed and Reservoir for Northern Virginia resi-
dents.

The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
proclaimed July 26, 2004, as John D. Ringle
and T. Maxine Ringle Day. This honor truly is
well deserved.

Mr. Speaker, the Ringle’s visionary and en-
vironmentally sound approach to the develop-
ment of the Occoquan Watershed enabled
Fairfax County to ultimately preserve the
Occoquan Watershed and Reservoir for the
benefit of all residents. | ask that my col-
leagues join me in commending John and
Maxine Ringle.

———

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL
HOMECARE AND HOSPICE MONTH

HON. GREG WALDEN

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 19, 2004

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize November as National
Homecare and Hospice Month. National
Homecare and Hospice Month is an oppor-
tunity to recognize the importance of
homecare as an essential component of
healthcare in the United States. While most of
us formally recognize homecare and Hospice
one month out of the year, individuals and
families across our Nation that utilize these
services realize the importance of homecare
and Hospice each and every day.
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Homecare provides a family-friendly, clini-
cally proven way of providing quality
healthcare for millions of Americans and
homecare has become an increasingly impor-
tant part of our health care system. The highly
skilled services that these caregivers provide
have enabled millions of our most frail, older
and disabled citizens to avoid hospitals and
nursing homes and stay just where they want
to be—in the comfort and security of their own
homes.

In a rural district, such as Oregon’s Second
Congressional District, which encompasses
over 70,000 square miles, including two coun-
ties with no physicians, accessing healthcare
service can be challenging. There are 23
homecare agencies serving the 20 counties of
Oregon’s Second Congressional District. In
some parts of Oregon, homecare profes-
sionals are the only source of healthcare serv-
ices. The tremendous dedication and compas-
sion of these professionals truly deserves the
recognition of November being named Na-
tional Homecare and Hospice Month. The care
they provide is truly invaluable and allowing in-
dividuals to remain in their homes and close to
loved ones is priceless.

Because homecare is so crucial to rural
areas, | introduced the Medicare Rural Home
Health Services Improvement Act (HR 4902).
This bill would ensure that homecare providers
that serve patients in rural areas will continue
to receive a 5 percent add-on payment
through 2007. This measure recognizes that
the delivery of homecare services in rural
areas is more costly because of the extra trav-
el time required to cover long distances be-
tween patients. Longer travel times mean that
rural caregivers have to devote more time to
each patient and are also unable to make as
many visits in a day as their urban counter-
parts. If the extra rural payment is not ex-
tended, agencies may be forced to turn away
rural patients with the greatest care needs.

Nationwide, homecare represents a family
value and a value for families. It's about qual-
ity healthcare and quality of life for at least 8
million households across the United States.

According to reports issued by the Medicare
Payment Advisory Committee and other inde-
pendent observers:

Homecare for selected conditions can short-
en inpatient hospital stays.

Homecare can reduce the overall costs of
care without compromising outcomes.

Homecare can improve clinical outcomes in-
cluding mortality. This improvement can be
striking in degree.

Homecare can improve functional independ-
ence and reduce the risk of institutional place-
ment.

For Medicare beneficiaries with selected
conditions, formal homecare is the most cost
effective strategy for achieving functional im-
provement compared to in-patient rehabilita-
tion, nursing-home-based rehabilitation, and
discharge to home without formal homecare
services.

Homecare is expected to grow in the years
ahead because of several large-scale trends:

The American population is rapidly aging.
The 85-and-older group is the fastest-growing
segment of the U.S. population.

In the near future, advances in technology
will allow virtually every service short of sur-
gery to be delivered at home.

Homecare does not require brick-and-mortar
investments since it's provided at home.
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Homecare is a critical component of our
healthcare delivery system; so today | join
homecare patients and caregivers throughout
the United States in celebrating National
Homecare and Hospice Month.

——

RECOGNIZING MR. JOE DAMORE
FOR HIS SERVICE TO SPARROW
HOSPITAL IN LANSING, MI

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 19, 2004

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Mr. Joe Damore for his
outstanding leadership and commitment to im-
proving healthcare as the President and CEO
of Sparrow Hospital and Health Systems in
Lansing, Michigan. Mr. Damore has led the
Sparrow Health System to its success as one
of the top healthcare providers in the greater
Lansing area. Since his arrival in 1990, the
Sparrow Health System has become mid-
Michigan’s first and only Level 1 Trauma Cen-
ter, and increased its medical staff from 500 to
850 physicians. Under the direction of Mr.
Damore, the Sparrow Health System has ex-
panded its residency programs with Michigan
State University, allowing young health profes-
sionals to gain the valuable experience need-
ed for the future, while providing quality
healthcare to mid-Michigan residents.

The Sparrow Health System has a mission
to provide quality, compassionate and afford-
able healthcare to the residents of mid-Michi-
gan. In the past fourteen years of dedicated
service, Mr. Damore has guided the Sparrow
Health System to exceed this mission with ex-
panded facilities and increased inpatient ad-
missions from 18,000 to 29,000 per year. It is
because of his exceptional leadership and
success that we offer Mr. Damore a fond fare-
well as he has been offered a position as the
President and CEO of Mission Health and
Hospitals in Asheville, North Carolina. Mr.
Damore will certainly be an asset to the Ashe-
ville healthcare community.

Mr. Speaker, during his tenure at the Spar-
row Health System Mr. Damore has brought
affordable and superior healthcare to the resi-
dents of mid-Michigan. | ask my colleagues to
join me in recognizing Mr. Joe Damore for his
extraordinary commitment and dedication to
provide top quality health services, and to
wish him success in all of his future endeav-
ors.

———————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO SHIRLEY
BOWEN

HON. SCOTT MCINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 19, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
recognize Shirley Bowen as she embarks on
a well-deserved retirement from Colorado
Mountain College. Shirley has served the col-
lege for almost four decades and her leader-
ship has made a significant difference in the
development of Colorado state policy, testing
procedure, and state-wide curriculum. It is my
pleasure to congratulate Shirley before this
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body of Congress and this Nation on a job
well done.

Shirley began at Colorado Mountain College
as a secretary and was later promoted to di-
rector of the college’s Carbondale operations
before she became the associate dean of De-
velopmental Education and Special Programs
in 1991. In that role, she has been instru-
mental in facilitating developmental education
program that transforms the lives of students
everyday. Shirley is known for her excellent
managerial skills and has lead her peers and
colleagues by example.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to bring Shirley
Bowen to the attention of my colleagues be-
fore this venerable body. | would like to join all
the Colorado Mountain College faculty, stu-
dents, and administration in wishing Shirley
luck in a happy and productive retirement. Ad-
ministrators like Shirley who embody the pas-
sion of teaching our nation’s youth are an in-
valuable asset to this community and | am
sure that everyone at Colorado Mountain Col-
lege will miss her. Congratulations, Shirley,
and | wish you all the best in your future en-
deavors.

——————

CHARLES AND MARLENE
BEISWANGER STATEMENT

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 19, 2004

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, it is with the
greatest pleasure that | rise today to honor
Charles Foster and Marlene Anne Beiswanger
on the occasion of their 50th Wedding Anni-
versary. Chuck and Marlene were married on
October 16, 1954 and celebrated their Golden
Anniversary on October 16, 2004.

Charles Foster Beiswanger is the son of
William and Meta Beiswanger of Havertown,
Pennsylvania. He was stationed at Castle Air
Force Base in Atwater, California during the
Korean conflict, at which time he met his wife
Marlene Anne Zirker, daughter of Jesse and
Doris Zirker of Merced, California.

Mr. and Mrs. Beiswanger have been resi-
dents and respectable business owners of
Merced, California for many years. As owners
of Tioga Florist, Chuck and Marlene contrib-
uted greatly to the economic vitality of the
community of Merced. They owned and oper-
ated Tioga Florist until 1985, at which time
they sold it to their son, Foster. Having been
provided with a solid foundation, the shop re-
mains a thriving family business today.

In addition to establishing and maintaining a
successful business, Chuck and Marlene are
responsible for creating a beautiful family.
Their three children have grown and married,
and have begun families of their own. Today,
the Beiswanger family consists of their eldest
son Charles Foster, Jr. and his wife Lydia,
their daughter Joanne, and her husband Ray,
and their son Scott and his wife Iris, as well
as, six grandchildren with a seventh expected
to arrive in 2005. | would like to recognize
each of these individuals as they all play vital
roles in this remarkable family that the
Beiswanger’s have founded.

It is my honor and privilege to join Chuck
and Marlene’s family and friends in recog-
nizing the very special and momentous occa-
sion of their 50th Wedding Anniversary. Our
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community benefits greatly from the splendid
example they have set. Marriages such as
theirs form a sound foundation for our country,
and contribute greatly toward making this a
better world in which we live. | ask all of my
colleagues to join me in offering Mr. and Mrs.
Beiswanger best wishes for continued happi-
ness.

———

HONORING THE LATE GLENN
DAVID MARTINEZ

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 19, 2004

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor the late Glenn David Martinez, a mem-
ber of the “Greatest Generation” who passed
away earlier this year. Glenn was a proud
Chamorro with a great faith in God and a
dedication to his island home and his country.
Glenn was a fighter pilot during World War Il
serving in the Pacific theater with the U.S.
Army Air Corps, now known as the U.S. Air
Force. It is with great sadness that | inform
this body of his death.

In honor of his memory, | am submitting for
the RECORD a special tribute to Glenn written
by his close friend, Mr. Joe M. Bamba, for-
merly of Agana Heights, Guam, which was de-
livered at Glenn’s memorial service on Guam.

I am indeed privileged and honored to be
asked by the family to say a last “‘adios to
Glenn”. As | tried to assimilate my thoughts
to pay our last and final respects to such a
fine and wonderful friend, husband, father,
grandfather and brother, I wondered some-
times whether | would be able to adequately,
truly, and justly convey my thoughts into
words which Glenn richly deserves.

Although I knew of Glenn’s reputation and
heroism when we were in Guam, | was more
intimately aware of Glenn, the person, when
he relocated and lived in South Florida.
There, we developed an exceptional kinship
and fellowship. We shared few secrets here
and there and we belonged to a group of fel-
low Guamanians in the area. In fact, he was
the most eligible bachelor at that time. He
was a sensitive, real down to earth, and easy
to get along guy once you got to know him.
He was, however, very selective with whom
he wanted to associate. He often spoke of the
need for our Chamorros to work together and
continue to maintain our customs and cul-
ture.

In spite of his exploits and feats in the
service of his country during World War 11,
you never heard him brag of such heroic ac-
complishments. In other words, in our
vernacular, Tl BANIDOSO. He was one of the
few Guamanian Officers of the ‘“Greatest
Generation’ in the service of his island home
and country. Because of his health situation
and ultimately his death, he would never see
the beautiful and hallowed national World
War Il Memorial in Washington, D.C., dedi-
cated to the World War 11 veterans.

As a veteran, Glenn could have opted to be
buried at the venerated and internationally
renowned Arlington National Cemetery, but
instead he decided to make Guam his final
resting place and to be near his family who
predeceased him. As the saying goes, you can
remove a Guamanian from Guam, but you
cannot remove Guam from a Guamanian.

When Glenn left South Florida to visit
Guam, he returned and brought with him his
new wife, Chilang. At that time, we were
celebrating the Guam Liberation Day Fes-
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tivities. He introduced Chilang as ‘““The Wind
Behind His Wing” and she deservedly so
earned that title.

| talked to Glenn by telephone often dur-
ing the critical months before he passed on
and he politely discouraged us to visit with
him. Finally, he agreed to allow my wife and
me to see him about a week before he died.
We talked about the news of the day and he
told me that three months ago, he was play-
ing and enjoying his golf. Not once did he
mention the pain he was experiencing so as
to make us feel uncomfortable. | observed
that he was ready to accept what was termi-
nally happening to his body. For his peace of
mind, great credit is due to Chilang; his
daughter, Linda Chuckman and her husband,
Alex: the local health professionals, who sup-
ported him; and his pastor, Father Jeff
McCormick, who consoled and prayed with
him. At the memorial service in South Flor-
ida, Father Jeff celebrated the service and
Alex gave a heart warming and remarkable
eulogy for Glenn.

Glenn, as a member of the military, you
were familiar with the military parlance,
“Permanent Change of Station’’, commonly
called “PCS”. You took those orders from
your Supreme Commander, that is, the
change from living on this earth to one of
eternity with your beloved family, who pre-
viously passed on and who are with God.
Such orders from your Supreme Commander,
who is God Himself, have never been coun-
termanded or changed. Glenn, as you leave
us mortals behind to join your creator, we
cite one of the passages of Matthew, ‘“Ask
and you will receive; Seek and you will find:
Knock and it will be opened to you. For the
one who asks, receives. The one who seeks,
finds. The one who knocks, enters.”” This, my
friend, we pray as you enter the Kingdom of
God. Adios for now.

————

REPUBLICAN FISCAL
MISMANAGEMENT

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 19, 2004

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, this
Republican leadership has presided over a
historical fiscal reversal from record surpluses
to now record deficits. Their lack of fiscal dis-
cipline has placed our economy in a precar-
ious position and straight jacketed future pol-
icy options.

The most troubling aspect of this policy is
that they are giving the current generation, es-
pecially the most wealthy, a free lunch while
they run up debts that they have consciously
decided to pass on to our children. At the cur-
rent debt level, each newborn child inherits
$85,000 in interest on the debt. This so-called
“baby-tax” will rapidly increase unless we re-
store some sanity to our budgetary policies
and practices.

The lack of a surplus makes it even more
difficult to solve the impending bankruptcy of
Social Security and Medicare, or even to
enact a Republican tax reform agenda.

PATTERN OF FISCAL MISMANAGEMENT

Time and time again, this leadership has
chosen to disregard its fiscal responsibilities
and ignore signs of impending fiscal crisis in
the hope that the problem will fix itself, or dis-
appear altogether.

Clearly a policy of avoidance doesn’t work,
and it's certainly not what the American peo-
ple expect from its elected leaders. You can't
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