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Institute for the Study of Diplomacy at George-
town University, a member of the World Affairs
Council Monterey, the Monterey Bay Chapter
of the Organization of American Historians,
the International Institute of Strategic Studies,
and the American Foreign Service Associa-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, | wish to remember Rodney
for his honorable career and his contribution to
our society. Rodney consistently went above
and beyond the roles bestowed upon him, and
has left a legacy of leadership and activism.
Our thoughts go out to his three children,
Katharine, Rodney Jr., and Polly. While he will
be sorely missed, his life will continue to in-
spire those he touched.

——————
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Mr. SABO. Mr. Speaker, the right to vote is
the most fundamental of American democratic
values. However, for the second Presidential
election in a row, there were disturbing reports
in 2004 of voter intimidation, disenfranchise-
ment, machine error, and fraud. If we truly
value the right to vote, we must do more to re-
store public trust in the integrity of our election
process.

We must eliminate cumbersome pre-reg-
istration requirements. The State of Minnesota
has allowed same-day voter registration since
1974, and is a national leader in voter partici-
pation. In 2004, 77.7 percent of eligible Min-
nesotans voted; 20.6 percent (581,904) of
those voters registered on Election Day.

Clearly, same day voter registration has
greatly contributed to consistently high voter
turnout in Minnesota. | believe this law has
also encouraged new voters, especially young
people, to turn out in higher numbers.

Unfortunately, many states have pre-reg-
istration requirements of up to 30 days. It is
unknown how many Americans have been
prevented from exercising their Constitutional
right to vote because of these cumbersome
requirements.

As in the 108th Congress, | will soon intro-
duce simple, straightforward legislation to en-
sure that every eligible citizen may register
and vote in federal elections on Election Day.
| hope my colleagues will join me in advancing
this legislation.

We must also require a voter-verified paper
record of every vote cast. Despite clear warn-
ing signs that electronic voting machines are
unreliable, no action was taken by the last
Congress on legislation to require a paper trail
for all ballots. Public trust in the integrity of our
ballots is crucial to restoring confidence in the
entire system. We must take action on these
issues during the 109th Congress.

The free and fair election of our nation’s
leaders is the hallmark of our democracy, and
it is an international symbol of freedom to
which other nations aspire. We must promote
participation and establish voting safeguards
so that future elections in our great country
are above reproach. There is much work to
do.
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Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 4, |
joined the distinguished gentleman from Michi-
gan, Representative JOHN CONYERS, and the
distinguished gentlelady from California, Ms.
LOFGREN, in introducing H.R. 24, the “Preser-
vation and Restoration of Orphan Works for
Use in Scholarship and Education (PRO USE)
Act of 2005.” The PRO USE Act will benefit li-
braries, archives, schools and other users of
copyrighted works. It will do so by facilitating
the preservation, use, and dissemination of or-
phaned works.

Though a technical amendment, Title | of
the PRO USE Act makes a important change
in the Copyright Act. The Sonny Bono Copy-
right Term Extension Act (SBCTEA) enacted
section 108(h) of the Copyright Act to ensure
that copyright term extension would not ad-
versely impact the preservation, scholarly, and
research work of libraries, archives, and non-
profit educational institutions. Section 108(h)
permits such entities to reproduce, distribute,
display and perform copyrighted works during
the extended copyright term if the work is not
subject to commercial exploitation and is not
available at a reasonable price.

Unfortunately, due to a drafting oversight,
the SBCTEA did not amend section 108(i). As
a result, section 108(h) cannot fully achieve its
intended objective. Section 108(i) in effect ren-
ders 108(h) partially meaningless by excluding
musical, pictorial, graphic and sculptural
works, as well as motion pictures and other
audiovisual works, from the scope of 108(h).
In other words, section 108(i) prevents ar-
chives from preserving and performing an or-
phan film in its last 20 years of copyright term.

The PRO USE Act will correct this over-
sight, and thus enable libraries and archives to
reproduce, distribute, perform, and display all
orphan works in the course of their preserva-
tion, scholarly, and research activities.

Title 1l of the PRO USE Act will also facili-
tate the preservation of, and scholarship re-
lated to, orphaned motion pictures.

Title 1l reauthorizes the National Film Pres-
ervation Board (NFPB) and the National Film
Preservation Foundation (NFPF) for 10 years.
The NFPF is an independent, nonprofit organi-
zation established in 1996 with bipartisan con-
gressional support to help save America’s film
heritage. The NFPF is the charitable affiliate of
the NFPB of the Library of Congress, which
was also established in 1996.

This legislation also increases the author-
ized appropriations for the NFPF from
$530,000 in fiscal year 2005 and 2006 up to
$1,000,000 in fiscal years 2007 through 2915.
It authorizes additional appropriations not to
exceed $1,000,000 for cooperative film preser-
vation and access initiatives by the NFPF for
each of the fiscal years 2006 through 2015. All
authorized appropriations are only to be made
available to match private contributions to the
NFPF.

The excellent work and strong track record
of the NFPB and NFPF justify both the reau-
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thorization and increased authorization of ap-
propriations provided by this bill. Working with
archives and others in the film preservation
community, the NFPF supports activities that
save films for future generations, improve film
access for education and exhibition, and in-
crease public commitment to preserving film
as a cultural resource, art form, and historical
record. In essence, its mission is to save
America’s “orphan films”—newsreels, silent
films, documentaries, avant-garde works, and
other independent films that are not preserved
by commercial interests.

Since its inception, the NFPF has done
great work in furtherance of this goal. Working
with more than 80 organizations, it has helped
preserve approximately 600 films and collec-
tions. Through its preservation efforts, the
NFPF has made it possible for organizations
in 34 States and the District of Columbia to
use these films in education and research.
Many of the films preserved provide unique
windows into American history and culture.
For instance, films preserved through NFPF
efforts include social dramas from Thomas
Edison’s studio, the earliest “talkie” of an
American president, and home movies clan-
destinely shot by Japanese Americans in
World War 11 detention camps.

With authorization for the NFPB and NFPF
having expired on September 30, 2003, con-
gressional reauthorization is long overdue. Re-
authorization not only provides these organiza-
tions with important recognition, but is also
critical to their ability to attract the private do-
nations that provide a great majority of their
funds. Failure to reauthorize will hamper the
critical work of the NFPB and NFPF.

Over 50 percent of the films made before
1950 have disintegrated, and only 10 percent
of the movies produced in the United States
before 1929 still exist. We must act to stem
further losses of this rich cultural heritage. No
art form is more uniquely American than film,
but unfortunately, few art forms are more sus-
ceptible to degradation through passage of
time and poor preservation.

| hope that all parties interested in preserva-
tion and expansion of the public domain,
whether for research, education, or further
commercial exploitation, join Representative
CONYERS, Representative LOFGREN, and my-
self in pressing for passage of the PRO-USE
Act. This bill will provide real, tangible help to
those interested in preserving orphaned works
and enhancing the public domain. The failure
of the 108th Congress to pass the same legis-
lation shows it will not be easy to pass. Thus,
we need all champions of the public domain to
devote their efforts to the passage of this leg-
islation. While working to pass this targeted
legislation may not seem as intellectually stim-
ulating as debating radical copyright revisions
or arguing novel legal theories before the
courts, it will provide real, tangible benefits.

———

THANKING THE GOVERNMENT AND
PEOPLE OF EQUATORIAL GUINEA

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, January 6, 2005

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, We
have all seen the horrific images, and read the
news reports about the tsunami that dev-
astated South and Southeast Asia; and they
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