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County Area Agency on Aging for 26 years. 
She served as president in 1984, 1985, and 
2003. 

On January 12th, family, friends and city 
employees gathered at St. Bartholomew 
Catholic Church to say goodbye to Vicki 
Coceano and to celebrate her life. We will all 
remember her for years to come through won-
derful memories and the indelible mark she 
has left on our community. 

f 

IN HONOR OF PAQUITO D’RIVERA 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Paquito D’Rivera, a Cuban saxo-
phonist and clarinet player who has made in-
credible contributions to the world of music 
during his 50-year career. Paquito starred in 
his own 50th anniversary concert at Carnegie 
Hall on January 10th, 2005, in New York City. 

The son of renowned Cuban classical saxo-
phonist and conductor Tito D’Rivera, Paquito 
was a child prodigy, performing at the National 
Theatre in Havana by age 10. It was not long 
before he became a soloist for the Cuban Na-
tional Symphony Orchestra. In 1981, Paquito 
defected from Cuba and moved to the United 
States where legends like Dizzy Gillespie, 
David Amram, Mario Bauza, and Bruce 
Lundvall helped him make the transition. 

A six-time Grammy award winner, he has 
recorded over 30 solo albums that display his 
command of multiple music genres, such as 
Latin/Caribbean, classical, jazz, and bebop. 
He performs regularly with his various ensem-
bles, the Paquito D’Rivera Big Band, the 
Paquito D’Rivera Quintet, and the Chamber 
Jazz Ensemble. This year, he will begin a tour 
with guitar masters Sergio and Odair Assad. 
Paquito has also lent his talents to collabora-
tions with world-renowned orchestras, such as 
the National Symphony Orchestra, the London 
Royal Symphony, and the Puerto Rico Sym-
phony Orchestra, among many others. He has 
performed with musical legends from around 
the world, including Dizzy Gillespie, Toots 
Thielemans, Carmen McRea, Benny Carter, 
McCoy Tyner, Roger Kellaway, and Claudio 
Roditi. 

In addition to performing, Paquito is an ac-
complished composer, commissioned by or-
chestras and chamber groups. He is also the 
artistic director of jazz programming for the 
New Jersey Chamber Music Society, an artist- 
in-residence for the New Jersey Performing 
Arts Commission, and a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Hudson Riverfront Per-
forming Arts Center, Chamber Music America, 
and Chamber Music International. 

Paquito has received numerous awards 
throughout his distinguished career, including 
a Lifetime Achievement Award for his contribu-
tion to Latin Music and the Clarinet of the 
Year 2004 award from the Jazz Journalists 
Association. Most recently, he was bestowed 
with a 2005 National Endowment for the Arts 
Jazz Masters Fellowship, the highest honor a 
jazz musician can receive from the govern-
ment. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Paquito D’Rivera for his many ac-
complishments over a career spanning five 

decades. His outstanding talent as an instru-
mentalist combined with his passion and inno-
vation has helped to create music that delights 
fans all over the world. We look forward to ex-
periencing more of his musical endeavors in 
the years to come. 
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RETIREMENT TRIBUTE TO BILLIE 
MIDDLETON 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to invite my colleagues 
to join me in honoring Billie Middleton as she 
retires as Executive Director of Youth and 
Family Services after twenty-two years. 

Billie Middleton has served her entire pro-
fessional career in the provision of public men-
tal health services beginning in human serv-
ices. She obtained her Masters of Science De-
gree in Clinical Psychology from San Fran-
cisco State University, graduating as an Honor 
Student of the Department, and Summa Cum 
Laude. She later obtained her Marriage and 
Family Therapy License. 

Mrs. Middleton began working in outpatient 
mental health programs and later focused her 
work on adolescents; for three and a half 
years she directed residential treatment pro-
grams for emotionally disturbed, and drug and 
alcohol-using adolescents. In 1982 she de-
cided to develop a private practice as a 
psychotherapist. She also spent a year as a 
consultant in organizational psychology. 

In the early 1980s Mrs. Middleton went to 
work as a Program Counselor/Coordinator for 
a fledgling organization called Youth and Fam-
ily Services (YFS) in her hometown of Benicia. 
YFS was incorporated as a private non-profit 
in the State of California with an annual budg-
et of $10,000. Mrs. Middleton later became 
the Executive Director and twenty-two years 
later YFS has a budget of three million dollars 
and a staff of fifty-six employees. 

In addition to her leadership of YFS, Mrs. 
Middleton has always found creative ways to 
change systems and fund and provide serv-
ices. She has served on many committees in-
cluding the Solano County Children’s Network 
as vice president; Chair of the Solano County 
Drug and Alcohol Advisory Board; a founding 
member of Fighting Back Partnership; served 
on the City of Vacaville Youth Roundtable; the 
Benicia Youth Action Task Force; the Child 
Abuse Prevention Council; and the Mental 
Health Children’s System of Care Redesign 
Committee. She also served on the Commu-
nity Services Task Force which is an arm of 
the Solano Coalition for Better Health. Mrs. 
Middleton was also the principal force behind 
the formation of the Solano County Commu-
nity Cancer Task Force. 

Her vision of ‘‘Building Relationships, Build-
ing Community’’ has guided her work through-
out her career. Mrs. Middleton believes that 
relationships and community are critical for 
healthy development, and are what heals 
problems. This was part of the original stra-
tegic plan of YFS that services dealing with 
substance abuse have to be multi-faceted, 
family-focused and be strongly rooted in the 
community with organizations working collabo-
ratively to solve problems. 

Mr. Speaker, because of Mrs. Middleton’s 
innumerable contributions to her community 
and the residents of Solano County, it is prop-
er for us, and it is my honor, to recognize her 
today. 
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REINTRODUCTION OF THE LONG 
ISLAND SOUND STEWARDSHIP ACT 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of the Long Island Sound Stewardship 
Act, legislation introduced today by the entire 
Long Island Sound Caucus. 

There have been a lot of disputes and argu-
ments between Connecticut and New York 
about Long Island Sound over the years. And 
there are still some issues out there, but this 
bill sets the right tone for the debates that we 
may have about the Sound this year. 

This legislation is desperately needed. The 
Long Island Sound is among the most sen-
sitive natural resources in the Nation. Ten per-
cent of the country’s population lives within 50 
miles of the Sound. The shoreline is highly de-
veloped, which makes it tough to balance 
habitat maintenance, water quality and access 
to the Sound. The Sound is also a vital com-
mercial area, providing an economic benefit of 
more than $5 billion to the economy of the re-
gion. 

If enacted, the Long Island Sound Steward-
ship Act will be a model public-private partner-
ship that will improve management of one of 
the country’s most important estuaries. The bill 
will protect some of the area’s most threat-
ened shoreline, using good science—not poli-
tics—as the means of directing federal and 
state dollars. Participation in the stewardship 
program is voluntary, meaning that private 
property owners’ rights will be respected. Our 
bill brings together the Sound’s numerous 
stakeholders—fishermen, conservationists, 
property owners and recreational users—to 
ensure that the Long Island Sound cleanup 
continues for generations to come. 

I urge my colleagues to allow this legislation 
to be considered during the 109th Congress. 
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COUNCIL OF KHALISTAN ISSUES 
NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE, CALLS 
FOR INDEPENDENCE FOR SIKH 
HOMELAND 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, recently the 
Council of Khalistan issued a new year’s mes-
sage to the Sikh Nation. It is worth reading. 
My colleagues and the people should find it 
very informative. In the letter, the Council of 
Khalistan called again for the liberation of 
Khalistan. They noted the progress that has 
been made towards that goal in 2004 and the 
rising support among the political leadership in 
Punjab. They commended those leaders who 
have moved the Sikh homeland closer to free-
dom and criticized those who have supported 
India’s brutal occupation of Khalistan in which 
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over 250,000 Sikhs have been murdered and 
over 52,000 held as political prisoners without 
charge or trial, illegally. Some have been held 
since 1984. 

In addition, more than 89,000 Kashmiri Mus-
lims, over 300,000 Christians in Nagaland, 
Muslims and Christians throughout India, and 
other minorities such as Assamese, Bodos, 
Dalits, Manipuris, Tamils, and others are also 
being treated to brutal oppression by the In-
dian government. According to Amnesty Inter-
national, tens of thousands of these minorities 
are being held as political prisoners. 

Freedom is the birthright of everyone and 
self-determination is the cornerstone and es-
sence of democracy. Yet India, which pro-
claims itself democratic and secular, will not 
allow the free expression of the democratic 
will of the people of Khalistan, Kashmir, 
Nagaland, and the other areas seeking their 
freedom. Instead, it continues to hold them in 
subjugation by brutal force. India promised to 
hold a plebiscite on the status of Kashmir in 
1948. It has never done so. Instead, it kills in 
massive numbers to hold onto its empire. But 
history tells us that multinational, polyglot em-
pires such as India are doomed to fall apart. 

America is a beacon of freedom for the 
world. That is why so many people come from 
around the world to America. How often Amer-
ica has sent its troops to fight for freedom. 
Sometimes we may have made errors in judg-
ment or strategy, but the intent is always to 
promote freedom. Can we not at least take 
peaceful, moderate measures to promote free-
dom in South Asia? 

Mr. Speaker, we must stand for freedom. 
We must do what we can. We should stop all 
aid to India, except direct aid to tsunami vic-
tims, until such time as all the political pris-
oners are released. We must stop the aid until 
democratic values prevail all through India and 
everyone within its borders can freely exercise 
his or her rights without fear of reprisals from 
the government. We must demand a free and 
fair plebiscite on the political status of 
Khalistan, Kashmir, Nagaland, and all those 
lands seeking their freedom from India. That 
will help bring freedom, peace, and stability to 
the subcontinent. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to place the Coun-
cil of Khalistan’s new year message into the 
RECORD at this time. 
MAY GURU BLESS THE KHALSA PANTH IN 2005 

WITH FREEDOM, HAPPINESS, UNITY, AND 
PROSPERITY—FREEDOM LIES IN THE HEART 
OF THE SIKH NATION; NO FORCE CAN SUP-
PRESS IT 

(By Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh) 
Happy New Year to you and your family 

and the Khalsa Panth. May 2005 be your best 
year ever. I wish you health, joy, and pros-
perity in the new year. 

The flame of freedom continues to burn 
brightly in the heart of the Sikh Nation. No 
force can suppress it. All the political lead-
ers in Punjab are recognizing it. Punjab’s 
Chief Minister, Captain Amarinder Singh, 
was declared a hero of the Sikh Nation for 
asserting Punjab’s sovereignty and pre-
serving Punjab’s natural resource, its river 
water, for the use of Punjab farmers by can-
celling Punjab’s water agreements. As re-
cently as December 7, former Member of Par-
liament Simranjit Singh Mann again re-
verted to public support of Khalistan. He 
pledged that his party will lead a peaceful 
movement to liberate Khalistan. Obviously, 
Mr. Mann is aware of the rising support of 
our cause. Mann joins Sardar Atinder Pal 

Singh, Sardar D.S. Gill of the International 
Human Rights Organization, and other Sikh 
leaders in Punjab in supporting freedom for 
Khalistan openly. Jagjit Singh, President of 
Dal Khalsa, was quoted in the Deccan Herald 
as saying that ‘‘the Indian government can 
never suppress the movement. Sikh aspira-
tions can only be met when they have a sepa-
rate state.’’ There is no other choice for the 
Sikh nation but a sovereign, independent 
Khalistan. Every Sikh leader must come out 
openly for Khalistan. We salute those Sikh 
leaders in Punjab who have done so and urge 
more Sikh leaders to join the cause. 

Any organization that sincerely supports 
Khalistan deserves the support of the Sikh 
Nation. However, the Sikh Nation needs 
leadership that is honest, sincere, consistent, 
and dedicated to the cause of Sikh freedom. 
Leaders like Dr. Jagjit Singh Chohan, 
Harchand Singh Longowal, Didar Bains, 
Ganga Singh Dhillon, the Akali Dal leader-
ship, and others who were complicit in the 
attack on the Golden Temple cannot be 
trusted by the Sikh Nation. The evidence 
against them is clear in Chakravyuh: Web of 
Indian Secularism. The Sikh Nation cannot 
believe that these leaders will not betray the 
cause of Khalistan, just as they betrayed the 
Sikh Nation in 1984. We must be careful if we 
are to continue to move the cause of freedom 
for Khalistan forward in 2005 as we did in 
2004. 

The Akali Dal conspired with the Indian 
government in 1984 to invade the Golden 
Temple to murder Sant Bhindranwale and 
20,000 other Sikhs during June 1984 in Pun-
jab. If Sikhs will not even protect the sanc-
tity of the Golden Temple, how can the Sikh 
Nation survive as a nation? 

The Akali Dal has lost all its credibility. 
The Badal government was so corrupt openly 
and no Akali leader would come forward and 
tell Badal and his wife to stop this 
unparallelled corruption. 

The Council of Khalistan has stood strong-
ly and consistently for liberating our home-
land, Khalistan, from Indian occupation. For 
over 18 years we have led this fight while 
others were trying to divert the resources 
and the attention of the Sikh Nation away 
from the issue of freedom in a sovereign, 
independent Khalistan. Yet Khalistan is the 
only way that Sikhs will be able to live in 
freedom, peace, prosperity, and dignity. It is 
time to start a Shantmai Morcha to liberate 
Khalistan from Indian occupation. 

Never forget that the Akal Takht Sahib 
and Darbar Sahib are under the control of 
the Indian government, the same Indian gov-
ernment that has murdered over a quarter of 
a million Sikhs in the past twenty years. 
The Jathedar of the Akal Takht and the 
head granthi of Darbar Sahib toe the line 
that the Indian government tells them. They 
are not appointed by the Khalsa Panth. The 
SGPC, which appoints them, does not rep-
resent the Sikh Nation anymore. They have 
become the puppets of the Indian govern-
ment and have lost credibility with the Sikh 
Nation. Otherwise they would behave like a 
real Jathedar, Jathedar Gurdev Singh 
Kaunke, rather than like Indian government 
puppet Jathedar Aroor Singh, who gave a 
Siropa to General Dyer for the massacre of 
Sikhs and others at Jalianawa Bagh. These 
institutions will remain under the control of 
the Indian regime until we free the Sikh 
homeland, Punjab, Khalistan, from Indian 
occupation and oppression and sever our re-
lations with the New Delhi government. 

The Sikhs in Punjab have suffered enor-
mous repression at the hands of the Indian 
regime in the last 25 years. Over 50,000 Sikh 
youth were picked up from their houses, tor-
tured, murdered in police custody, then se-
cretly cremated as ‘‘unidentified bodies.’’ 
Their remains were never even given to their 

families! More than a quarter of a million 
Sikhs have been murdered at the hands of 
the Indian government. Another 52,268 are 
being held as political prisoners. Some have 
been in illegal custody since 1984! Even now, 
the capital of Punjab, Chandigarh, has not 
been handed over to Punjab, but remains a 
Union Territory. How can Sikhs have any 
freedom living under a government that 
would do these things? 

Sikhs will never get any justice from 
Delhi. The leaders in Delhi are only inter-
ested in imposing Hindu sovereignty over all 
the minorities to advance their own careers 
and their own power. Ever since independ-
ence, India has mistreated the Sikh Nation, 
starting with Patel’s memo labelling Sikhs 
‘‘a criminal tribe.’’ What a shame for Home 
Minister Patel and the Indian government to 
issue this memorandum when the Sikh Na-
tion gave over 80 percent of the sacrifices to 
free India. 

How can Sikhs continue to live in such a 
country? There is no place for Sikhs in sup-
posedly secular, supposedly democratic 
India. Let us work to make certain that 2005 
is the Sikh Nation’s most blessed year by 
making sure it is the year that we shake our-
selves loose from the yoke of Indian oppres-
sion and liberate our homeland, Khalistan, 
so that all Sikhs may live lives of prosperity, 
freedom, and dignity. 

f 

REINTRODUCTION OF CENSUS 
DIRECTOR LEGISLATION 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce legislation that establishes a 5-year term 
of office for the Director of the Census Bu-
reau. By establishing a fixed term of office, 
this legislation would lessen the role that poli-
tics plays at the Census Bureau, an agency 
which should be grounded in the science of 
counting our Nation. Other agencies charged 
with developing critically important statistical 
information, including the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics, have a fixed term for their directors. 
This policy ensures the most accurate, non- 
partisan data possible. 

f 

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE NA-
TIVE HAWAIIAN GOVERNMENT 
REORGANIZATION ACT OF 2005 

HON. NEIL ABERCROMBIE 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, I am 
proud today to introduce the Native Hawaiian 
Government Reorganization Act, also known 
as the Akaka Bill. This legislation is supported 
by the Hawaii State Legislature, Governor 
Linda Lingle, numerous Native Hawaiian orga-
nizations and a variety of other ethnic and Na-
tive American groups. This bill represents an-
other step in the reconciliation process be-
tween Native Hawaiians and the U.S. federal 
government. 

On January 17, 1893, the government of the 
Kingdom of Hawaii was overthrown by a group 
of American citizens, who acted with the sup-
port of U.S. Minister John Stephens and a 
contingent of U.S. Marines from the U.S.S. 
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