January 25, 2005

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

THE LIFE OF MURRAY BARR

Mr. REID. Mr. President, Reno, NV,
is a wonderful city and a great place to
live.

The sparkling Truckee River flows
through the heart of town. The campus
of the University of Nevada sits on a
hillside overlooking the city. The Ne-
vada Museum of Art is nearby.

And standing on the streets of down-
town Reno, one can see majestic moun-
tains in every direction, including the
peaks of the Sierra Nevada around
Lake Tahoe. A beautiful city and a fine
place to raise a family.

But like any other city, Reno has its
rough side. In “Folsom Prison Blues,”’
Johnny Cash sang, ‘‘I shot a man in
Reno, just to watch him die.”” Reno has
its share of rundown bars and alleys,
where men and women chase the rem-
nants of broken dreams. This is a world
most people rarely notice, but where
some spend their lives.

One who lived in that world was a
man named Murray Barr.

Murray drank a lot. He was, in fact,
an alcoholic, and he was homeless. He
slept in the streets and alleys. When he
did sleep indoors, it was usually in jail
or the hospital.

But Murray was also a proud Native
American, an ex-Marine, and a friend
to many who came in contact with
him.

Murray Barr was a big bear of a man.
He barely had a tooth in his head, but
when he smiled, he brought joy to the
people who cared about him.

And many people did care about Mur-
ray.

Reno Police Officer Patrick O’Bryan
crossed paths with Murray many
times—sometimes when he was arrest-
ing him or taking him to the hospital.

O’Bryan—who is known as ‘“Paddy
O’ on the streets of Reno—tried every-
thing he could think of to help Murray
quit drinking.

He told Murray to ‘‘get a life’’, ‘‘get
a grip”’, he threatened him, he pleaded,
and he warned Murray that he was kill-
ing himself.

Sometimes Murray would stop drink-
ing. Once he was on house arrest for 6
months. He got a job as a cook and
showed up on time every day. He saved
money. And he stayed sober for 6
months.

As long as the system was moni-
toring him, Murray was okay. He was a
proud man, and he was not going to let
down the people who were responsible
for him.

But when he had finished serving his
sentence, Murray let himself down, and
picked up the bottle again.

Marla Johns works as a social worker
at St. Johns Medical Center in Reno.
Her husband Steve is a Reno cop. They
both had a soft spot for Murray. They
gave him gifts at Christmas—and the
gift of their friendship year round.

Murray called Marla ‘“‘my angel.” He
was protective toward her. Once when

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

an intoxicated patient started to
threaten Marla, Murray stepped in
front of the man.

Marla tried to protect Murray, too.
But she felt him slipping away. ‘I al-
ways knew Murray’s life would be cut
short by the choices he was making,”
she said.

Early one morning last spring, Steve
called Marla at home. There had been
an announcement at the morning po-
lice briefing. Murray had died the night
before.

Marla and Steve cried. She said,
“There will never be another Murray.”’

But there are many others like him.
I have known some of them. We have
all known them.

Despite the pleas of loved ones and
friends, despite their own best inten-
tions, they are pulled down, time and
again, by their addiction to alcohol.

We try to help them, just as Murray’s
friends tried to help him. We try to get
them into rehab programs, and we en-
courage them to try AA. We give them
warm clothes and buy them a hot meal.
We help them find a job or a place to
stay.

Some manage to escape their addic-
tion. I have to believe that escape is a
form of grace, a gift from above.

Others never find that grace, no mat-
ter how badly they might want it. And
no matter how much we try to help, we
cannot give them that gift.

Maybe the greatest gift we can give
them is to see them as individuals—
‘“‘there will never be another Murray.”
Not just another homeless face on the
street, not just another cot in the
drunk tank, but a man who was proud
of his heritage, who served his country,
who refused to let down his friends,
some mother’s son, maybe somebody’s
brother or husband.

Back in December there was a memo-
rial gathering at First Methodist
Church in Reno to mourn the homeless
citizens who had died during the year
and highlight the need for programs to
help them.

Officers Johns and O’Bryan told a few
stories about their friend Murray Barr.

I never knew Murray, but I think he
would have liked that. He would have
been proud to have such good friends.

I tell this story as a reminder that
we should never assume we Know a per-
son’s story just because of what is on
one fleeting page. And we should never
forget that every person is unique.

“There will never be another Mur-
ray.”’

RULES OF PROCEDURE,
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Rules for
the Committee on Finance, for the
109th Congress, be printed in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
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COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

I. RULES OF PROCEDURE
(Adopted January 25, 2005)

Rule 1. Regular Meeting Days.—The regular
meeting day of the committee shall be the
second and fourth Tuesday of each month,
except that if there be no business before the
committee the regular meeting shall be
omitted.

Rule 2. Committee Meetings.—(a) Except as
provided by paragraph 3 of Rule XXVI of the
Standing Rules of the Senate (relating to
special meetings called by a majority of the
committee) and subsection (b) of this rule,
committee meetings, for the conduct of busi-
ness, for the purpose of holding hearings, or
for any other purpose, shall be called by the
chairman after consultation with the rank-
ing minority member. Members will be noti-
fied of committee meetings at least 48 hours
in advance, unless the chairman determines
that an emergency situation requires a
meeting on shorter notice. The notification
will include a written agenda together with
materials prepared by the staff relating to
that agenda. After the agenda for a com-
mittee meeting is published and distributed,
no nongermane items may be brought up
during that meeting unless at least two-
thirds of the members present agree to con-
sider those items.

(b) In the absence of the chairman, meet-
ings of the committee may be called by the
ranking majority member of the committee
who is present, provided authority to call
meetings has been delegated to such member
by the chairman.

Rule 3. Presiding Officer.—(a) The chair-
man shall preside at all meetings and hear-
ings of the committee except that in his ab-
sence the ranking majority member who is
present at the meeting shall preside.

(b) Notwithstanding the rule prescribed by
subsection (a) any member of the committee
may preside over the conduct of a hearing.

Rule 4. Quorums.—(a) Except as provided
in subsection (b) one-third of the member-
ship of the committee, including not less
than one member of the majority party and
one member of the minority party, shall con-
stitute a quorum for the conduct of business.

(b) Notwithstanding the rule prescribed by
subsection (a), one member shall constitute
a quorum for the purpose of conducting a
hearing.

Rule 5. Reporting of Measures or Rec-
ommendations.—No measure or recommenda-
tion shall be reported from the committee
unless a majority of the committee is actu-
ally present and a majority of those present
concur.

Rule 6. Proxy Voting; Polling.—(a) Except
as provided by paragraph 7(a)(3) of Rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate
(relating to limitation on use of proxy voting
to report a measure or matter), members
who are unable to be present may have their
vote recorded by proxy.

(b) At the discretion of the committee,
members who are unable to be present and
whose vote has not been cast by proxy may
be polled for the purpose of recording their
vote on any rollcall taken by the committee.

Rule 7. Order of Motions.—When several
motions are before the committee dealing
with related or overlapping matters, the
chairman may specify the order in which the
motions shall be voted upon.

Rule 8. Bringing a Matter to a Vote.—If the
chairman determines that a motion or
amendment has been adequately debated, he
may call for a vote on such motion or
amendment, and the vote shall then be
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