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vote for the list, and then the number
of people that are elected will receive—
will be included in the government
that is being elected and will have the
opportunity to write the Constitution.
But it was decided by the transitional
government that women would be in-
cluded, and that 25 percent of those
who are elected will be women. And the
way that that was done is that every
third name on the list is a woman.

So we had the opportunity to meet
for several days with these women, and
the longer we met, the more engaged
everybody became. You could have
really very frank discussions. So many
times when we go over there, it is just
for a meeting of very short time. You
never really got to know the women.

There have also been women that
have come over here to work with us.
But despite the differences in the
women, they were Shiites, Sunnis,
Kurds, independents and Christians,
that they had not really discussed po-
litical issues with each other, and what
we were able to do was to be able to fa-
cilitate and help them develop the
tools and the skills to be able to work
together and realize that politics really
is the art of compromise. Some of them
were very rigid in what they believe
should be done, but they were able to
see that you need to discuss, and it is
very important to have a majority
party, but also to have a minority
party.
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Even the Sunni women that were
there, who came in wanting to post-
pone the elections because their areas
are obviously unsafe, they still want to
participate. What all of the women told
us was that they need to have everyone
participate, all the different groups.
Many of them, even within the dif-
ferent groups, are divided into other
groups.

But we were really able to discuss
this with them, and I think they went
away with a positive reinforcement of
how to deal with that. What we came
away with was such a feeling of how
important it is, how they view the de-
mocracy that we have and the free-
doms that we have and how they really
want to have the same type of thing.

Now, these elections are really only
the first step in them reaching democ-
racy, and they will be able to write
their constitution and form an interim
government. The constitution will
have to be written by August 15, which
is a very short time. The interim gov-
ernment will take effect, and then they
will have a slate for eventual election
of the permanent officers who will gov-
ern in December of 2005. But they are
on their way.

One thing that they said to us is, The
U.S., we think of them as occupiers,
but please do not leave us until the job
is done. We need you there. We really
need to have a democracy. And they
are willing to give their life for it.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate them
and wish them well on their election.
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SMART SECURITY AND THE CASE
FOR LEAVING IRAQ, PART 2

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
IssA). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. WOOLSEY) is recognized for
5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, the
United States invasion and occupation
of Iraq violate America’s core values of
honesty, responsibility, security, jus-
tice and freedom. This has been a dis-
honest war from the word go. The
President said he had hard evidence of
weapons of mass destruction in Iraq. It
turns out he did not. To date, no weap-
ons of mass destruction have been
found. The President himself has offi-
cially called off the hunt.

Irresponsible behavior has been a
guiding principle of the administra-
tion’s behavior in leading the Nation to
war in Iraq. Specifically, what has been
the response of our leaders when they
have been exposed for misleading the
country, or for sending American men
and women to their deaths without im-
minent threat to American security, or
what has been the response for keeping
our National Guard troops in Iraq for
many months longer than they had
agreed, or for signing off on orders that
led to torture in American prisons?

Our leaders do not take responsi-
bility for their failures. Instead, they
change the subject, make excuses, or
worst of all, blame an underling. Not a
single administration official has re-
signed as a result of the mistakes that
led us into this misguided and dan-
gerous war. George Tenet received the
Presidential Medal of Freedom,
Alberto Gonzales and Condoleezza Rice
are up for promotion, and Donald
Rumsfeld is still the Secretary of De-
fense, although if he traveled to Ger-
many, he could possibly be arrested as
a war criminal.

The Iraq invasion has made the Mid-
dle East a more violent and unstable
place, and it has made America less se-
cure at home by creating a terrorist
breeding ground in a country that was
not a haven for Islamic fundamental-
ists before we invaded it. It seems too
ironic to be true, but after our Nation
was attacked on 9/11 by Islamic fun-
damentalists, the Bush administra-
tion’s response was to bomb and kill ci-
vilians in one of the few countries in
the Middle East that was actually in-
hospitable to Islamic fundamentalists.

Speaking of justice, there is no jus-
tice in an operation that has caused
the deaths of over 1,400 Americans and
untold thousands of Iraqis for the pure-
ly ideological reason that our leader
did not like their leader. Nor do we
serve the cause of freedom by killing
innocent people in a country that did
not ask for our help, by destroying a
nation’s roads, schools and hospitals;
and in the process we have created a
playground for Islamic fundamental-
ists.

Freedom is very important to Ameri-
cans, and I believe that the President’s
recent inaugural address made a mock-
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ery of the word ‘‘freedom.’” He should
ask the people of Iraq, many of whom
have suffered because they lost a loved
one or had a friend maimed by foreign
bullets, just how free do they feel
today.

Some say that we have a responsi-
bility to the people of Iraq to keep our
troops there, that we not abandon
them. This belief misses the point. Our
very presence in Iraq is the cause of
much of the violence.

We have a moral responsibility to
leave in order to stem the violence. We
owe this to the people of Iraq, who
have been killed by the thousands and
thousands. We owe it to our troops who
are sitting ducks for terrorists. That is
why later today I will introduce legis-
lation calling for a withdrawal of U.S.
military forces from Iraq.

In the 108th Congress I also intro-
duced a SMART Security Resolution
For the 21st Century, which calls for a
sensible, multilateral American re-
sponse to terrorism. Adopting a smart
approach to foreign policy will help us
avoid the many mistakes that have
characterized the war in Iraq.

By supporting my call to bring the
troops home, we will send a message to
the President, one, asking that he de-
velop and implement a plan to begin
the immediate withdrawal of TU.S.
troops from Iraq; two, develop and im-
plement a plan for the reconstruction
of Iraq’s civil and economic infrastruc-
ture; three, convene an emergency
meeting of Iraq’s leadership, Iraq’s
neighbors, the United Nations, and the
Arab League to create an international
peacekeeping force in Iraq and to re-
place U.S. military forces with Iraqi
police and national guard forces to en-
sure Iraq’s security; and, finally, take
all necessary steps to provide the Iraqi
people the opportunity to completely
control their own internal affairs.

Mr. Speaker, it is time we pursued a
SMART security strategy for America,
and we must do this by withdrawing
our troops from Iraq. It is not too late
to make the smart choice, the right
choice, the choice to bring our troops
home.

———

REPORT ON EVENTS IN SUDAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, this month
we witnessed the signing of the peace
agreement in Nairobi, Kenya, between
the Government of Sudan and the
Sudan People’s Liberation Army. The
signing of this agreement has ended Af-
rica’s longest running war, a brutal
civil war that spanned 21 years where 2
million people died. I congratulate the
parties for reaching this agreement.

I also want to commend President
Bush, Secretary of State Powell and
his team, Ambassador Danforth and all
the outside groups for their unrelent-
ing efforts in the support of peace.

I also want to commend all the coun-
tries that played a critical role in the
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