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rights. As the national president of the Hindu-
stan Association of America, he fought for citi-
zenship rights for the 2,500 South Asians liv-
ing in the United States. Gaining citizenship,
he argued, would give South Asian farmers
the right to own their own farms and share in
the American dream. The Supreme Court,
however, ruled in 1923, United States vs.
Bhagat Singh Thind (261 US 204), that “while
persons from India were Caucasians, they
were not ‘white persons’, and therefore were,
aliens ineligible to citizenship.”

On July 3, 1946, President Harry Truman
signed the Luce-Cellar legislation that granted
South Asians their right to citizenship. Three
years later, Congressman Saund received his
citizenship and became an active member of
the Democratic Party. He ran for a judgeship
in Westmoreland in 1950 and won, but he was
barred from taking oath because he had not
been a citizen for a full year before the elec-
tion. Congressman Saund was disappointed,
but undeterred and won again in 1952.

In 1956, he campaigned for California’s 29th
Congressional District seat. Despite the use of
racial epithets and anti-immigrant rhetoric,
Congressman Saund defeated Republican
Jacqueline Odlum by a margin of 3 percent.
The voters of Imperial and Riverside counties
knew in that election what the entire Congress
would soon learn: Congressman Saund was a
man of integrity and compassion with an un-
wavering commitment to bettering our Nation.

When he took the oath of office in 1957,
Congressman Saund became the first South
Asian American elected to Congress. He was
truly a champion for the farmers, working
poor, and immigrants, and today he continues
to serve as a role model for all South Asians.
His impressive accomplishments should not
be overshadowed by the tribulations he en-
dured. Congressman Saund served this coun-
try admirably until 1962 when he lost his re-
election bid after suffering from a stroke. Con-
gressman Saund died at the age of 74 in
1973.

Mr. Speaker, today we remember and honor
Congressman Saund. He proved in his own
life what he preached in his public career,
“There is no room in the United States of
America for second-class citizenship.”

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of the resolution introduced by
my friend from California Congressman ISSA.

I am honored to speak in support of this leg-
islation to honor the life and achievements of
former Congressman Dalip Singh Saund.

Congressman Saund was the first Asian
American to be elected as a full voting Mem-
ber of Congress and the first Indian American
to be elected to U.S. Congress.

While | am proud to have the privilege to
serve with the second Indian American in the
U.S. Congress, we cannot forget that almost
50 years ago this glass ceiling was broken by
Congressman Saund and the people of south-
ern California who put their trust in him to rep-
resent them in the U.S. Congress.

Congressman DARRELL ISSA now represents
parts of the district that Congressman Saund
represented.

Congressman Saund was elected to the
House of Representatives in 1956, just 6
years after his work to secure citizenship for
Indian Americans.

He served as a distinguished Congressman
from California for three terms before he suf-
fered a stroke during his campaign for a fourth
term in the House.
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His book “The Congressman from India”
tells the remarkable story of how he became
the first Indian American member of the U.S.
House of Representatives.

As cochairman of the Congressional Caucus
on India and Indian Americans during the past
108th Congress, | had the honor of high-
lighting the accomplishments of Congressman
Saund and the trail he blazed for young Indian
Americans today.

From New York to lowa to New Jersey to
Minnesota to the U.S. House of Representa-
tives the accomplishments of Indian Ameri-
cans in politics today is because of the trail
blazed by Congressman Saund.

I am proud to join my friend DARRELL ISSA
in recognizing the life of this great American.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, today | rise in support of H. Res. 120, the
Dalip Singh Saund Post Office Building Des-
ignation Act, which would designate the United
States Postal Office at 30777 Rancho Cali-
fornia Road in Temecula, California, as the
Dalip Singh Saund Post Office Building. By re-
naming this building for Congressman Saund,
we will properly honor and remember one of
California’s most respected and accomplished
leaders.

Dalip Singh Saund was born on September
20, 1899, in a village in Punjab. He went to a
boarding school in Jammu and graduated with
a B.A. degree in Mathematics from Punjab
University in 1919. In 1920, he immigrated to
the United States and received his Masters
and Doctorate degrees from the University of
California-Berkeley. From lettuce farmer to
judge to legislator, Saund became a great
American success story. An admirer of Lin-
coln, Gandhi, and Churchill, Saund devoted
his life to serving the people in his community
and furthering a cause greater than his own.
At every stage of his remarkable story, Saund
embodied Churchill’'s words to “never, never,
never, never give up.”

Saund remained proud of his Indian herit-
age and became a strong voice for immigrants
from India. After a two-year battle, he con-
vinced Congresswoman Clare Booth and Con-
gressman Emanuel Celler to sponsor legisla-
tion that would allow for Indian immigrants to
become American citizens. The legislation was
passed by Congress and on July 3, 1946, was
signed into law by President Harry Truman.
After becoming a citizen, his passion for de-
mocracy and politics led him into a life of pub-
lic service. He served as a judge in
Westmorland and a member of Congress for
three terms.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to be able to speak
about Congressman Saund'’s rich legacy today
and | would like to thank my good friend Con-
gressman DARRELL ISSA for sponsoring this
legislation. Additionally, I've introduced H.
Res. 31 calling for a portrait of Congressman
Saund to be displayed on Capitol Hill and will
work for its passage.

Mr. JINDAL. Mr. Speaker, Dalip Saund’s
story is one of determination and true accom-
plishment. He personifies the idea that every
person can, through hard work and dedication,
achieve amazing heights.

Through his election to Congress, Dalip
Saund brought pride and joy not only to In-
dian-Americans, but to all Americans. Each of
us owes a debt of gratitude to his trailblazing
efforts, so that America could continue to be
a land of opportunity.

The naming of this post office in Mr.
Saund’s honor does justice not only to the
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man and his actions, but also to the American
spirit and the belief that America is still the
land of the free and the home of the brave.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I have no fur-
ther requests for time, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ADERHOLT). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
California (Mr. IssA) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 120.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

STAFF SERGEANT FIRST CLASS
JOHN MARSHALL POST OFFICE
BUILDING

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 289) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 8200 South Vermont Avenue in
Los Angeles, California, as the ‘‘Staff
Sergeant First Class John Marshall
Post Office Building,” as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 289

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SERGEANT FIRST CLASS JOHN MAR-
SHALL POST OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 8200
South Vermont Avenue in Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, shall be known and designated as the
“Sergeant First Class John Marshall Post
Office Building™’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Sergeant First Class
John Marshall Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. IsSSA) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California (Mr. ISSA).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 289,
the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?
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There was no objection.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation com-
memorates the life and distinguished
military service of Sergeant First
Class John W. Marshall of Los Angeles,
California. Sergeant Marshall was
killed in action in Iraq on April 8, 2003,
at age 50. He is survived by his loving
wife, Denise, and his six children.

Mr. Speaker, in addition to his par-
ticipation in Operation Iraqi Freedom,
Sergeant Marshall served in Germany,
Korea, and the first Persian Gulf War
during his Army career. Sergeant Mar-
shall was posthumously awarded the
Bronze Star and the Purple Heart.

For the last few years, leading up to
his death, Sergeant Marshall had been
considering retiring from the Army he
loved; but beyond taking a leave of ab-
sence for 4 years while he battled Hodg-
kin’s lymphoma during the 1980s, Mar-
shall faithfully served in the Army
since he was 18.

Sergeant Marshall was buried at Ar-
lington Cemetery on May 15, 2003, de-
spite the fact that almost all of Ser-
geant Marshall’s family lives on the
other side of the country. Sergeant
Marshall’s wife and six children came
to Arlington Cemetery for that burial
of their father and beloved husband.

On the issue of where to be buried,
Denise said the kids were told how
their dad died, and they voted their dad
was a hero.

Mr. Speaker, nothing in the world is
truer than that. The House has not
passed a more warranted piece of legis-
lation in this Congress or for many
Congresses. How appropriate it is to
recognize Sergeant Marshall’s bravery
in the first week since the historic
Iraqi election on Sunday. Without a
doubt, heroes like John Marshall made
the Iraqi election possible.

I know the scores of Iraqis who lit-
erally risked their lives to vote on Sun-
day are extremely grateful to Sergeant
Marshall for giving his life for their
freedom.

I thank my distinguished colleague,
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
WATERS), for honoring Sergeant John
Marshall through H.R. 289, and I per-
sonally think that there is absolutely
no better way to name a post office
than she has done here today.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my col-
leagues in the California delegation
and the gentleman from California (Mr.
IssA) in particular, and all of my other
colleagues for cosponsoring H.R. 289. 1
would also like to thank the House
leadership for allowing H.R. 289 to
come to the House floor today.

Mr. Speaker, I am indeed honored to
offer this bill, which would rename a
post office in California’s 35th Congres-
sional District after Sergeant John
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Marshall, who died at the age of 50 on
April 8, 2003, during combat operations
while fighting with the 2nd Brigade
Combat Team of the United States
Army’s 3rd Infantry Division in Iraq.
This legislation is just a small way to
recognize and pay tribute to one of our
fallen heroes.

Mr. Speaker, whatever our views are
of our policy in Iraq, it is always im-
portant for all of us to honor and show
our respect for those in our military
who are serving us so bravely and with
such distinction in Iraq and all around
the world.

John Marshall spent much of his
childhood in Los Angeles, graduating
from George Washington High School.
At the age of 18, Sergeant Marshall
signed up for duty with the United
States Army and served for nearly 30
years, taking a leave of absence only
after he was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s
lymphoma. He was a dedicated career
member of our military, a shining ex-
ample of all that is best about our
country.

Sergeant Marshall died when a rock-
et-propelled grenade hit his vehicle as
his combat team fought its way to
Baghdad. The brigade was eventually
the first U.S. military unit to enter the
Iraqi capital and hold the city center.
But reaching Baghdad came at a sig-
nificant loss to the unit: eight soldiers,
including Sergeant Marshall, died. At
the time of his death, Sergeant Mar-
shall was the oldest service member to
die in the Iraq war.

Mr. Speaker, Sergeant Marshall was
eligible for retirement in 2002, and
many of his friends had urged him to
do so. Yet, true to his character, Ser-
geant Marshall’s sense of duty to his
country and his loyalty to his soldiers
caused him to continue his military
service in Iraq. In explaining to his
wife his decision to continue serving in
Iraq, Sergeant Marshall said, and I
quote, “‘I trained these guys. I really
need to be there.” What a wonderful
example of selflessness he established
for all of us.

Mr. Speaker, Sergeant Marshall
leaves behind a wife, Denise, six chil-
dren, both of his parents, eight broth-
ers and sisters, and many friends and
neighbors whom he touched through-
out his life. I had the privilege of meet-
ing Mrs. Marshall at Sergeant Mar-
shall’s memorial service in Los Ange-
les; and while I know that nothing we
can do here today can fill the hole that
was created with Sergeant Marshall’s
passing or remove the pain of the loss
that the Marshall family and friends
have suffered, it is vital we honor his
sacrifice and service.

Mr. Speaker, Sergeant Marshall
fought bravely on behalf of our Nation,
and the renaming of this post office is
just a small gesture of thanks from a
grateful Nation. The Sergeant John
Marshall Post Office will be a source of
great pride to the community and the
residents of the 35th Congressional Dis-
trict.

Mr. Speaker, our country will remain
strong and free because our military is
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able to attract and retain the services
of people of the quality and character
of Sergeant Marshall. Our thoughts
and prayers are with the Marshall fam-
ily on the loss of this great and good
man, and I would urge my colleagues
to support this important bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume to also
urge all of my colleagues to vote, be-
cause our vote, not our words, but our
recognition of this unsung hero is what
will bring others to understand his
great contribution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ADERHOLT). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
California (Mr. IssA) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 289, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘“A bill to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 8200 South Vermont Ave-
nue in Los Angeles, California, as the
‘Sergeant First Class John Marshall
Post Office Building’.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 20 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 6:30 p.m.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. BOOZMAN) at 6 o’clock
and 32 minutes p.m.

————

MAKING IN ORDER AT ANY TIME
CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION
RELATING TO FREE ELECTION
IN IRAQ HELD ON JANUARY 30,
2005

Mr. SODREL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that it be in order
at any time to consider in the House a
resolution relating to the free election
in Iraq held on January 30, 2005; that
the resolution be considered as read;
and that the previous question be con-
sidered as ordered on the resolution
and preamble to final adoption without
intervening motion or demand for divi-
sion of the question except 1 hour of
debate equally divided and controlled
by the chairman and ranking minority
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