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Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I want 

to congratulate the courageous Iraqi 
people who voted in Sunday’s Iraq elec-
tion. My congressional district, Marin 
and Sonoma Counties just north of the 
Golden Gate Bridge, had an 89.5 percent 
voter turnout in the last election. Be-
lieve me, we know how important elec-
tions are to a democracy. 

Sunday’s election in Iraq was an im-
portant step for the people there, and 
it is also an important milestone for 
America’s role in Iraq. With the elec-
tions completed, we in the United 
States must ensure that the people of 
Iraq control their own affairs as Iraq 
transitions toward democracy. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Bush and his team 
have not gotten much right when it 
comes to Iraq, and Sunday’s election 
provides them with yet another oppor-
tunity to get back on course. Let us 
hope they take the smarter path this 
time, one that supports the Iraqi peo-
ple with international cooperation to 
rebuild their economic and physical in-
frastructure. 

President Bush loves to talk about 
democracy. While elections are abso-
lutely necessary to establish a democ-
racy, they are not sufficient to estab-
lish a democratic government. Democ-
racy cannot take root in Iraq when an 
occupying power remains in the coun-
try. Right now, the presence of 150,000 
American soldiers in Iraq is an obstacle 
to the prospect of an Iraqi democracy 
because it is a rallying point for dissat-
isfied Iraqis and others in the Arab 
world. Plus, our first responsibility is 
to America and our American forces, 
which means we must not leave them 
in Iraq as sitting ducks. 

Last week I introduced legislation to 
secure Iraq for the future and ensure 
that America’s role in Iraq actually 
does make America safer. My plan for 
Iraq is part of a larger SMART security 
strategy, which is a Sensible, Multilat-
eral, American Response to Terrorism 
that will ensure America’s security by 
relying on smarter policies. The with-
drawal plan that I, with the support of 
over two dozen other Members, have 
proposed includes four components. 
First, develop and implement a plan to 
begin the immediate withdrawal of 
U.S. troops from Iraq. More than 1,400 
American troops have died in the line 
of fire in Iraq. More than 10,000 other 
soldiers have been injured. These sol-
diers leave behind grieving parents and 
grandparents, spouses and children, 
brothers and sisters, friends and neigh-
bors all around the country whose lives 
will never be the same because of the 
war in Iraq. The best way to support 
our troops is to bring them home. 

Second, develop and implement a 
plan for the reconstruction of Iraq’s 
civil and economic infrastructure. The 
United States has a moral responsi-
bility to clean up the mess we made in 
Iraq. But that responsibility needs to 
be fulfilled not by our military but by 
humanitarian groups and companies 
that will help rebuild Iraq’s infrastruc-
ture. That does not include no-bid con-

tracts to companies like Halliburton 
and Bechtel. It does ensure that the 
Iraqi people will benefit in the rebuild-
ing process of their country. 

Third, convene an emergency meet-
ing of Iraq’s leadership, Iraq’s neigh-
bors, the United Nations and the Arab 
League to create an international 
peacekeeping force in Iraq and to re-
place U.S. military forces with Iraqi 
police and national guard forces to en-
sure Iraq’s security. Iraq’s security 
problems are still the most serious 
cause for concern in the country, and 
Iraq requires an international peace-
keeping force to address this problem, 
not the United States military. An 
international peacekeeping force, sup-
ported by other Arab countries, Iraq’s 
neighbors and the United Nations will 
provide real legitimacy to a conflict 
that has flown in the face of inter-
national law from the very beginning. 

Fourth, take all steps to provide the 
Iraqi people the opportunity to control 
their internal affairs. The Iraqi people 
cannot truly control their own affairs 
until the United States military has 
ceded back authority to those very 
people. That is why it is essential for 
Iraq’s police and national guard forces 
to manage Iraq’s security, not the 
United States military. 

Mr. Speaker, let me be clear. We 
should not abandon Iraq. There is still 
a critical role for the United States in 
providing the developmental aid that 
can help create a robust civil society, 
build schools and water processing 
plants and ensure that Iraq’s economic 
infrastructure becomes fully viable. In 
the end, this is the smarter option. And 
we must begin always taking the 
smarter path if we are to succeed in 
Iraq. 

f 

HONORING THE ULTIMATE SAC-
RIFICE OF CORPORAL JOSEPH 
EARL FITE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. MCCAUL) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MCCAUL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
had anticipated that this, my first 
speech on the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives, would pertain to Social 
Security or tax reform, maybe trans-
portation or immigration. But tonight, 
on this winter’s eve, I ask you to listen 
about one very brave and outstanding 
young soldier. For me, there is no more 
of an honor than to tell you about Cor-
poral Joseph Earl Fite. 

From the time he was 14 years old, 
his parents, Marcia and Olin, say he 
wanted to serve our Nation, help Amer-
ica, help the world. When he was 14 and 
attending Round Rock High School in 
Round Rock, Texas, Joseph Fite joined 
the Junior Reserve Officers Training 
Corps, starting a well-thought-out and 
altruistic journey which he expected 
and hoped would lead him to the 
United States Marine Corps. 

After graduating from high school in 
1999, he joined the Marine Reserves, 

doing so while attending the Univer-
sity of Texas. But after the September 
11 attacks, after those planes slammed 
into our towers, into our cities, into 
the ground and into our hearts, the Ma-
rines called upon this capable young 
man to defend and promote our free-
dom. Serving in the First Battalion, 
23rd Marine Regiment, Corporal Fite’s 
father told me how his son believed in 
the war on terror, a battle to bring the 
Iraqi society a democracy, a freedom 
few have known. 

Just a couple of days ago, freedom 
rang in that country. That battle, 
which Corporal Fite helped wage, was 
victorious last Sunday as millions of 
Iraqi voters went to the polls and chose 
those who shall lead their government. 
Joseph Fite helped bring that God- 
given right to the people of Iraq. This 
23-year-old soldier spent nearly a year 
in Iraq helping free a people, many of 
whom for the first time had the cloak 
of tyranny and terrorism pulled from 
their faces. And like so many soldiers, 
the images he saw, the sounds he 
heard, the experiences he felt gave him 
a unique perspective. 

In fact, in a letter to his young cous-
in, he wrote, ‘‘What it really means to 
me is that America is freedom, and 
what I’ve learned from being over here 
is that too many people, me included, I 
admit, take for granted that which we 
are supposed to hold most dear. It isn’t 
until you see how other countries 
under less democratic forms of govern-
ment are living, Iraq, for example, that 
you realize how well off Americans 
really have it.’’ These are words writ-
ten by Corporal Fite just 4 days before 
he died. 

On Sunday afternoon, January 9, 
while at a checkpoint, a driver tore 
through barricades and struck the cor-
poral. He died with little more than a 
month left to serve in Iraq. 

It would be too simple to say that Jo-
seph Fite died for his country, that he 
was killed fighting for freedom. Cor-
poral Fite had a burning desire in his 
heart to bring the fresh taste of democ-
racy to those who had never had that 
experience. So I end tonight by asking, 
please take a moment to remember Jo-
seph Fite, who made the ultimate sac-
rifice for freedom. Remember a God- 
fearing young man who simply wanted 
to make his parents and family proud 
by helping build a nation free from ter-
ror and making our Nation more se-
cure. And in remembering Corporal Jo-
seph Fite, remember the tens of thou-
sands of soldiers, Marines, airmen and 
sailors who tonight remain awake and 
alert, guarding our freedom so that we 
may sleep in its comfort. 

We celebrate this young hero who 
laid down his life, his very life, so that 
others may live in freedom. He is with 
his God now. May God bless America, 
may God bless Marcia and Olin Fite for 
their sacrifice, and may He hold Joseph 
in the palm of His hand. 
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