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those parents who have a desire to provide a
secure academic education for their children
but in a faith oriented setting.

It is my belief that the tuition tax credit
should be available to all, no matter what their
race, color or national origin. And make no
mistake: the public school system will and
must continue to remain the backbone of our
nation’s education system. However, we must
never forget that the public school system was
created to serve students—not the other way
around. If a student is performing poorly in a
school for one reason or another, parents
should have the opportunity to move their
child to what may be a better setting. And the
federal government should help—not stand in
the way.

To truly make good on our promise that “No
Child is Left Behind,” ensuring that Catholic
Schools are included in this national promise
brings us closer to achieving this important
goal. A child is a child, regardless of which
school system they are enrolled. The children
enrolled in Catholic, private and rabbinical
schools deserve nothing less that our full sup-
port.

| urge my colleagues to support the Edu-
cation, Achievement and Opportunity Act.

———
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Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to mourn
the death and celebrate the life of Mr. Edward
Malcolm Chapman.

Edward Malcolm Chapman was born in
Greenwich, Connecticut to Malcolm and Jes-
sie Chapman on December 14, 1942.

While growing up in Greenwich, Ed at-
tended the Greenwich school system. He was
a member of the high school choir, played in
the band where he was the first student to go
Allstate in their freshman year. He attended
Bethal A.M.E. Church where he sang in the
choir. He graduated from Westchester Busi-
ness School and graduated with a degree in
Business and attended music school in Stam-
ford, Connecticut.

Eddie entered the work force at a young
age. He held several positions in the work
force from the technological end to the
consultive; Bunker Ramo; Perkin Elmer; and
Digital Equipment Corporation. He spent the
last nine years of his career at Drake Beam
Morin, “DBM” becoming a very present part of
the lives of many displaced individuals, con-
sulting and encouraging them to be ever faith-
ful in their present journey.

In keeping a rhythm with all life’s great gifts,
Ed was able to hit the golf course before
photographing his five grandchildren, in the
middle of preparing egg rolls in the wok to the
melodious sounds of Stan Getz, all while hear-
ing, listening, and understanding the problems
of others.
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He openly received the Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ into his life in 1997 while attend-
ing Full Harvest International Church under
Bishop Clarence E. McClendon. He was bap-
tized in the summer of 2002, and excitedly
proclaimed the Word of God with every oppor-
tunity. It is Ed’s fondest wish that we continue
to convey the Gospel throughout the world.

He is survived by his wife, Pamela Chap-
man; his parents, Malcolm and Jessie Chap-
man; his children, Darlene, Kimberly, Darrin,
and Jamal; his brother, Arnold; his sisters,
Deborah and Diane; his five grandchildren,
Olivia, Austin, Karl, Lauryn, and Xavier; and a
host of family and friends.

Ed’s giving and loving spirit lives on through
all who survive him and his presence though
never forgotten will often be missed.

——————
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Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to offer
congratulations to John Knapp on his retire-
ment from the city of Roseville.

Occasionally, we hear of people who are
described as “fixtures of their communities.”
John Knapp is a good example of what is
meant by this term. For all the years that |
have had the pleasure of serving in Congress,
John Knapp has been serving the people of
Roseville, Michigan. Since | began rep-
resenting the city of Roseville a few years
ago, John Knapp and the city of Roseville
have always seemed to be a perfect match—
they both epitomize the best in the definition
of “community.”

John Knapp has held the position of City
Manager in Roseville since April 11, 2000. He
came to Roseville in 1984, where he held the
position of City Controller for over 15 years.
Thereafter, John served as Interim City Man-
ager, in addition to his duties as City Con-
troller, from December 31, 1999, until his for-
mal appointment in April, 2000. John’s life of
public service began long before this in the
Wayne County Treasurer's Office, where he
served for over 22 years.

During John’s years as City Manager of
Roseville, he oversaw the completion of the
building addition to the Roseville Police and
Court Building. He was also instrumental in
the development of Veteran’s Memorial Park.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in applauding John Knapp for his years of ef-
fective service to the city of Roseville and for
his tireless commitment to the well-being of its
citizens. My best wishes to John with whom |
have been privileged to develop a personal
friendship, and to his wife of 40 years, Karen,
for a healthy and happy retirement.
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Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor the
victims of the space shuttle Columbia disaster,
and also to honor the survivors here on the
ground, who have worked without interruption
for two years to see that the legacy of those
seven explorers lives on.

Against a striking blue sky that Saturday
morning, the shuttle burst like a star, and our
friends, our astronauts—who, as President
Bush said, faced their dangers willingly be-
cause they knew they had a “high and noble
purpose in life”—were gone.

That day our Nation mourned their loss and
gave thanks that such men and women lived.

And that day, our space program, brought
low by tragedy, began a new ascent in the
hard, hard work of discovery.

Because no organization works with higher
stakes, no organization has ever had to be as
good as NASA at recovering from mistakes
and adapting to new and more dangerous
challenges.

That is why, as we remember the Columbia
seven, those of us still inspired by America’s
mission in space joined our sorrow with hope
when we heard the news that the shuttle could
soon return to flight.

NASA’s “Return to Flight Task Force” re-
ported this week that the space shuttle Dis-
covery could be cleared to fly again as early
as this summer.

This news is not only great, Mr. Speaker,
but noble.

The legacy of the Columbia seven was a
legacy of exploration and discovery not de-
spite the risks, but, in a way, because of the
risks—because knowledge has no price.

Every astronaut who has ever suited up for
NASA is driven by the same spirit that drew
early man out of his cave and into the light.

We crossed an ocean, then a continent, and
walked the surface of the moon, not in search
of profit but knowledge.

America’s mission in space is nothing less
than the answering of ancient questions, on
behalf of all the nations and all people who
have ever stared into the night sky and won-
dered.

Intrepid, wise, and good, the Columbia
seven—sons and daughters, brothers and sis-
ters, parents and friends—left us that day two
years ago, but their souls echo still in the
brave and brilliant they left behind at NASA.

The shuttle will fly, Mr. Speaker, and the
Columbia seven wouldn’t have it any other
way.

So today, we remember, we mourn, and we
hope, confident as Americans always are, that
those who died in a quest to conquer igno-
rance can never die in vain.
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