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going Anglo-Irish framework as the corner-
stone for institutionalizing the process of
reconciliation to heal the divisions within
Northern Ireland, between North and South
in Ireland, and between Great Britain and
Ireland;

Whereas in 1983, largely as a result of the
efforts of John Hume, the principal political
parties in Ireland and the Social Democratic
and Labour Party in Northern Ireland estab-
lished the far-reaching New Ireland Forum;

Whereas the New Ireland Forum developed
alternatives for progress and prepared the re-
port that laid the groundwork for an unprec-
edented new dialogue on Northern Ireland
between Britain and Ireland, culminating in
November 1985 with the signing of the his-
toric Anglo-Irish Agreement by Prime Min-
ister Margaret Thatcher of the United King-
dom and Taoiseach Garret FitzGerald of Ire-
land;

Whereas John Hume conducted talks with
Gerry Adams, the leader of Sinn Fein, before
the Irish Republican Army agreed to a cease-
fire, showing great courage by taking signifi-
cant personal and political risks to achieve a
lasting peace;

Whereas those talks, together with the De-
cember 1993 Joint Declaration by the British
and Irish Governments, led to the August
1994 cease-fire by the Irish Republican Army
and the October 1994 cease-fire by the Loy-
alist paramilitaries and ultimately to the
Good Friday Agreement in 1998;

Whereas John Hume served as the Deputy
Leader of the Social Democratic and Labour
Party in Northern Ireland until 1979, and its
leader from 1979 to 2001;

Whereas John Hume’s political career has
also included serving as a member of the
Northern Ireland Assembly, the European
Parliament, and the British House of Com-
mons;

Whereas in his many visits to the United
States, John Hume has been a consistent
ambassador for peace, urging the cause of
reconciliation and educating Congress and
the country about the issues in Northern Ire-
land;

Whereas John Hume is well respected in
the United States and has had an important
influence on United States policy and on the
American dimension of the Northern Ireland
question;

Whereas John Hume is a courageous leader
of exceptional achievement and was honored
for his leadership in the cause of peace in
Northern Ireland with the Nobel Peace Prize
in 1998, along with the leader of the Ulster
Unionist Party, David Trimble;

Whereas respect for John Hume was the
single most important influence in the devel-
opment of the Friends of Ireland in the
United States Congress and in convincing
leaders of the Irish-American community
throughout the United States to oppose po-
litical, financial, or other support for the vi-
olence in Northern Ireland; and

Whereas John Hume is retiring this year
after a long and brilliant career dedicated to
the people of Northern Ireland and to the
cause of peace: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) pays tribute to John Hume for his life-
time commitment to promoting reconcili-
ation and achieving a lasting peace in North-
ern Ireland; and

(2) calls on all the parties in Northern Ire-
land to redouble their effort to restore the
trust that is necessary to fully implement
the Good Friday Agreement and to achieve
stable democratic institutions, peace, and
justice in Northern Ireland.
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NOTICES OF HEARINGS/MEETINGS

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. McCCAIN. Mr. President, I would
like to announce that the Committee
on Indian Affairs will meet on Wednes-
day, February 16, 2005, at 9:30 a.m., in
room 485 of the Russell Senate Office
Building to conduct an oversight hear-
ing on the President’s fiscal year 2006
budget request for Indian programs.

Those wishing additional information
may contact the Indian Affairs Com-
mittee at 224-2251.

———

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Jeff Smith, a
fellow in my office, be granted floor
privileges for the rest of the afternoon.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. COLLINS. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to executive session to con-
sider the following nominations: Cal-
endar No. 11 and Calendar No. 12.

I further ask that the nominations be
confirmed, the motions to reconsider
be laid upon the table, the President be
immediately notified of the Senate’s
action, and the Senate resume legisla-
tive session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed are as follows:

NATIONAL MUSEUM AND LIBRARY SERVICES

BOARD

A. Wilson Greene, of Virginia, to be a
Member of the National Museum and Library
Services Board for a term expiring December
6, 2009.

Katina P. Strauch, of South Carolina, to be
a Member of the National Museum and Li-
brary Services Board for a term expiring De-
cember 6, 2009.

————————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now return to legislative ses-
sion.

———

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE
OF THE WRITINGS OF DASHIELL
HAMMETT

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
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proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 51, submitted earlier
today by Senator FEINSTEIN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 51) recognizing the
importance of the writings of Dashiell
Hammett to American literature and culture
on the 75th anniversary of the first publica-
tion of ‘““The Maltese Falcon.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise today to support passage of a reso-
lution I submitted recognizing the im-
portance of the writings of Dashiell
Hammett on the 75th anniversary of
the first publication of The Maltese
Falcon. This novel has had a notable
impact on American literature and cul-
ture, as well as a profound influence on
my hometown of San Francisco—the
home of hard-boiled detective stories.

Dashiell Hammett’s work exemplifies
a unique and original American lit-
erary style. Drawing upon his own ex-
periences in detective work and ama-
teur sleuthing, Hammett brought real-
ism and fact into the crime novel: He
did not tolerate inaccurate details, and
even once wrote a column for the New
York Evening Post to note incorrect
facts in others’ works, to aid would-be
writers who were never detectives and
would not know the difference between
an automatic pistol and a revolver.

The Maltese Falcon, his best-known
work, one of the most historically sig-
nificant crime novels in history, por-
trayed its protagonist, Private Investi-
gator Sam Spade, in the rough and
tumble San Francisco underworld of
the 1920s. The novel was the third of
the five published Hammett novels.
After its 1930 publication as a novel, it
also appeared as a comic book and was
syndicated in newspaper supplements.
It became a giveaway for soldiers serv-
ing during World War II. And it has
been printed in hundreds of editions in
50 countries and in over 30 languages.

It is not only in print that The Mal-
tese Falcon has soared. Within a year
of its initial publication, it had already
been adapted for the screen in 1931, fol-
lowed by a second adaptation in 1936.
The final, and most faithful, adapta-
tion is the 1941 film starring Humphrey
Bogart and Mary Astor by first time
director John Huston. The American
Film Institute rated this version as one
of the top films of the twentieth cen-
tury and it can be found on the count-
less other ‘“‘Great Films” listings.

Much of Dashiell Hammett’s forma-
tive experience that led to his stories
was found in San Francisco. In fact, in
one of his short stories, “The Scorched
Face,” some of the action takes place
in a house set on the street where I
lived as a child. Because of Hammett’s
works, San Francisco is still the pre-
ferred setting for crime noir and detec-
tive stories on the page and on the
screen.

On February 14 and throughout this
year, literary organizations across the
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