S1432

recognition of this screening measure
by this respected body makes perfectly
clear the lifesaving potential offered by
AAA screening.

For more than four decades the Medi-
care program has provided a literal
lifeline for America’s seniors and indi-
viduals with disabilities. However, for
far too long this valuable program—
originally crafted only to provide need-
ed care after an illness—failed to cover
valuable preventive services. Recently,
though, Medicare has evolved to in-
clude a number of preventive measures,
such as mammography and colorectal
screenings. With today’s introduction
of the SAAAVE Act, we again move
Medicare toward greater inclusion of
lifesaving preventive measures. This
legislation reflects the changing atti-
tudes toward the value of preventive
health care services and moves us to-
ward modernizing the Medicare pro-
gram to better meet the needs of its
more than 40 million beneficiaries.
With enactment of the SAAAVE Act,
instead of waiting to treat a ruptured
aorta, Medicare will now help high-risk
seniors avert this often-deadly disease
through preventive and lifesaving
screening.

Lastly, I want to thank the legisla-
tion’s chief sponsors in the House of
Representatives, GENE GREEN and JOHN
SHIMKUS. Representatives GREEN and
SHIMKUS have been tireless advocates
on behalf of patients suffering from ab-
dominal aortic aneurysms and their de-
votion to modernizing the Medicare
program to include greater preventive
services is truly admirable. I look for-
ward to continuing working with my
colleagues from the House to advance
the SAAAVE Act in the 109th Congress.

When Senator BUNNING and I first in-
troduced this legislation in the last
Congress, we were joined by patients
who had suffered a ruptured aorta as
result of an AAA and their families. At
this event these patients shared with
us their harrowing and personal stories
of battling this deadly condition. It is
because of struggles like theirs that we
are here today at the outset of an ef-
fort to prevent abdominal aortic aneu-
rysms from advancing to the point of
rupture by providing coverage for a
simple yet lifesaving screening. Sim-
ply, Mr. President, this legislation is
about saving lives. I urge all of my col-
leagues to support the SAAAVE Act.

Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I am
pleased to be joining Senator DODD
from Connecticut today in re-intro-
ducing the Screening Abdominal Aortic
Aneurysms Very Efficiently Act of
2005—also known as the SAAAVE Act—
in the 109th Congress.

This is an important bill that could
potentially save the lives of many
Medicare beneficiaries. Unfortunately,
too many Americans die from ruptured
abdominal aortic aneurysms each year
without ever knowing they had this
condition. In fact, less than 15 percent
of people who have a ruptured abdom-
inal aortic aneurysm survive.

That is why our bill is so important.
The SAAAVE Act would add a new
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screening benefit to Medicare so that
people at risk for abdominal aortic an-
eurysms could be tested. The test is
simple. In fact, it’s just an ultrasound
test, which is painless, non-invasive
and inexpensive.

Medicare beneficiaries found to have
an abdominal aortic aneurysm could
have surgery if needed or could simply
be monitored by their doctors.

Early detection is the key to pre-
venting ruptures of these aneurysms
and preventing deaths. In fact, these
aneurysms can be successfully treated
95 percent of the time if they are de-
tected before rupturing.

The legislation also includes a na-
tional educational and information
campaign to get the word out about
the health risks associated with ab-
dominal aortic aneurysms. Too often,
those with these aneurysms simply
don’t know they have one until it rup-
tures. The educational campaign re-
quires the Department of Health and
Human Services to focus their edu-
cation efforts not only on the general
public, but also among health care
practitioners as well.

I am pleased we are introducing this
bill today, and I look forward to work-
ing with my colleague from Con-
necticut in getting it passed.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 52—HON-
ORING SHIRLEY CHISHOLM FOR
HER SERVICE TO THE NATION
AND EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES
TO HER FAMILY, FRIENDS, AND
SUPPORTERS ON HER DEATH

Mrs. CLINTON (for herself and Mr.
LEVIN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 52

Whereas Shirley Chisholm was born Shir-
ley Anita St. Hill on November 30, 1924, in
Brooklyn, New York, to Charles and Ruby
St. Hill, immigrants from British Guyana
and Barbados;

Whereas in 1949, Shirley Chisholm was a
founding member of the Bedford-Stuyvesant
Political League;

Whereas in 1960, she established the Unity
Democratic Club, which was instrumental in
mobilizing black and Hispanic voters;

Whereas in 1964, Chisholm ran for a New
York State Assembly seat and won;

Whereas in 1968, Chisholm became the first
African-American woman elected to Con-
gress, representing New York’s Twelfth Con-
gressional District;

Whereas as a member of Congress, Chis-
holm hired women only for her staff, was an
advocate for civil rights, women’s rights, and
the poor, and spoke out against the Vietnam
War;

Whereas Shirley Chisholm co-founded the
National Organization for Women;

Whereas she remained an outspoken advo-
cate of women’s rights throughout her ca-
reer, saying, ‘“Women in this country must
become revolutionaries. We must refuse to
accept the old, the traditional roles and
stereotypes.”’;

Whereas in 1969, Shirley Chisholm, along
with other African-American members of
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Congress, founded the Congressional Black
Caucus;

Whereas on January 25, 1972, Chisholm an-
nounced her candidacy for President and be-
came the first African-American to be con-
sidered for the presidential nomination by a
major national political party;

Whereas although Chisholm did not win
the nomination at the 1972 Democratic Na-
tional Convention in Miami, she received the
votes of 151 delegates;

Whereas Shirley Chisholm served 7 terms
in the House of Representatives before retir-
ing from politics in 1982;

Whereas Shirley Chisholm was a dedicated
member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority and
received the sorority’s highest award, the
Mary Church Terrell Award, in 1977 for her
political activism and contributions to the
Civil Rights Movement;

Whereas Shirley Chisholm was a model
public servant and an example for African-
American women, and her strength and per-
severance serve as an inspiration for all peo-
ple striving for change; and

Whereas on January 1, 2005, Shirley Chis-
holm died at the age of 80: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) honors Shirley Chisholm for her service
to the Nation, her work to improve the lives
of women and minorities, her steadfast com-
mitment to demonstrating the power of com-
passion, and her dedication to justice and
equality; and

(2) expresses its deepest condolences to her
family, friends, and supporters.

——————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 12—PROVIDING THAT ANY
AGREEMENT RELATING TO
TRADE AND INVESTMENT THAT
IS NEGOTIATED BY THE EXECU-
TIVE BRANCH WITH ANOTHER
COUNTRY MUST COMPLY WITH
CERTAIN MINIMUM STANDARDS

Mr. FEINGOLD submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on Fi-
nance:

S. CoN. RES. 12

Whereas there is general consensus among
the American public and the global commu-
nity that, with respect to international
trade and investment rules—

(1) global environmental, labor, health,
food security, and other public interest
standards must be strengthened to prevent a
global ‘‘race to the bottom’’;

(2) domestic environmental, labor, health,
food security, and other public interest
standards and policies must not be under-
mined, including those based on the use of
the precautionary principle (the internation-
ally recognized legal principle that holds
that, when there is scientific uncertainty re-
garding the potential adverse effects of an
action, a product or technology, a govern-
ment should act in a way that minimizes the
risk of harm to human health and the envi-
ronment);

(3) provision and regulation of public serv-
ices such as education, health care, transpor-
tation, energy, water, and other utilities are
basic functions of democratic government
and must not be undermined;

(4) raising standards in developing coun-
tries requires additional assistance and re-
spect for diversity of policies and priorities;

(5) countries must be allowed to design and
implement policies to sustain family farms
and achieve food security;



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-20T16:01:51-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




