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of the West Bank and all of Gaza being
part of a viable Palestinian state.

I was very pleased in Switzerland at
the World Economic Forum when
Shimon Peres said, well, one of the
things we have to do right away, now
the vice premier of Israel, is to ease the
ability of people to send goods from
Gaza to the West Bank, and he said, we
are going to spend some money to do
that; and I am glad they are doing it.

I should have added, Mr. Speaker,
there is one other thing we can refrain
from doing. We in this Congress can re-
frain from trying to stop money from
being sent to the Palestinian Author-
ity. The Israeli Government wants to
do that. Recently, in December, we had
an effort here by some to say no, no, we
are going to criticize the United States
Government for sending money to the
Palestinians. If we are not prepared to
send money to them, it will not work.
As long as Abbas is trying as he is, yes,
we should be sending money to the Pal-
estinians.

I was pleased, and I do not mean to
be entirely negative about the Con-
gress, I was pleased that when the so-
called REAL ID Act, the REAL ID Act
was the bill sponsored by the chairman
of the Committee on the Judiciary
which dealt with asylum and driver’s
licenses came forward, there was ini-
tially a provision that said that people
who belonged to the Palestinian Lib-
eration Organization could not come to
America. Well, we are in the process of
sending them money. We are in the
process of negotiating with them. That
was a very bad idea. It was dropped,
and I am glad it was dropped. That is
the kind of thing that never should
have been even, I think, considered.

We need to understand that for the
Israelis and Palestinians to make
peace, America must be seen as a will-
ing facilitator. That also means we are
going to have to spend some money. We
are going to help spend money to relo-
cate the settlers. We are going to help
spend money, I believe, to compensate
Palestinians who will not be returning
to Israel. And let me make what I
think is a very important point that
has to be explicit.

The basis on which Prime Minister
Sharon and his allies within his party
and the greater majority of the Israeli
people, the basis on which they are
willing voluntarily to give up this ter-
ritory that they won is essentially the
need for Israel to be a Jewish demo-
cratic state in which there will be a
sufficient Jewish majority, a sufficient
majority that believes in the State of
Israel, so that they can have the nor-
mal give-and-take of a democracy,
which Israel alone in that area has, and
not have it jeopardized.

That means getting out of Gaza, it
means getting out of most of the West
Bank, and it means no right of return,
physically exercised by the Palestin-
ians. Because how does it advance the
cause of having a Jewish democratic
state with a majority in Israel who be-
lieve in a Jewish State of Israel, if you
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give up the territories where the Pal-
estinians live, but bring the Palestin-
ians into Israel. That does not work.
So, clearly, there should be some com-
pensation. But it should not come from
America alone, and here I think we
have a right to say to the Western Eu-
ropeans, you have been very critical;
there ought to be participation by the
Western Europeans. I was glad to hear
Vice Prime Minister Peres say the
World Bank is participating in this.

So that is where we are, Mr. Speaker.
We should recognize that two men,
Mahmoud Abbas and Ariel Sharon,
have committed themselves to peace.
And I do not mean to equate them;
there are great differences in their
backgrounds and histories, but they
are both in this position now. They are
both moving in opposition to some
with whom they have previously been
allied to some who have formed their
political bases in different ways, a
more violent one in the case of the Pal-
estinians, a more democratic one in the
case of the Israelis.

They are prepared to break with
them and to do what democratically
elected officials do not always do,
which is to say to their people we have
to give a little; we have to give up
some. We are not that good at that
around here. When other people are
prepared to tell their people to make
sacrifices, I think we ought to under-
stand how important that is and be
fully supportive.

That means no resolutions here
which are designed or will have the ef-
fect of unsettling things and making
things harder. Mr. Speaker, I think
that the Israeli Government and the
Palestinians will be able to make
peace, if they can, with no help from
resolutions from this House. Yes, we
should be willing to provide funding,
funding to continue to support the
Israelis’ necessary self-defense capac-
ity, funding to help relocate settlers,
funding for the Palestinian Authority.
But I think they do very well without
a lot of politically motivated resolu-
tions coming out of this place. And I
hope that we will refrain from doing
that.

I hope that the Arab world will fully
support Abbas as he cracks down on
those people who want to use murder
to Kkill the peace process. I hope that
the Europeans and others will get a lit-
tle more balanced in this and not re-
gard the democratic nation of Israel as
the arch villain while, apparently, not
being too concerned when the Syrians
continue to oppress Lebanon.

I hope that the American Govern-
ment, and I must say I think the Bush
administration was absent more than
it should have been, but with the death
of Arafat we have this opportunity.
And the opportunity should be to work
with those people in Israel, Prime Min-
ister Sharon, Shimon Peres, Ehud
Olmert, and others, because they rep-
resent the majority in Israel, to say,
look, we will be at your side. We under-
stand you are being asked to make
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painful sacrifices; we think they are in
your long-term interests, although
they will be short-term difficult.

That means getting out of Gaza and
almost all of the West Bank, not mis-
treating Palestinians, defending your-
self, but defending yourself with the
full understanding of the importance,
not just morally, but politically, of not
doing anything that exacerbates, not
appearing to be doing things for the
purpose of seizing land rather than for
protecting yourselves. If we are pre-
pared to be fully supportive of the
Israelis during that and recognize the
importance of fair treatment for the
Palestinians within the context of
complete security for Israel, then we
have a real chance.

So, Mr. Speaker, let me just say in
closing, there is a lot of urging for us
to do; but, in particular, I want to
make this clear now: what happens in
some of these resolutions that come
forward, like the one on moving Jeru-
salem, we do not have enough time to
debate them; we only have 40 minutes.
I want to announce now, and I hope
others will join me, we are not going to
be quiescent if politically motivated
resolutions come forward which will
have the effect of causing troubles in
the peace process.

I am a strong believer in the impor-
tance morally and in other ways of a
vibrant, free, and democratic Israel. I
want to do everything I can to promote
that, and I think the best way to do
that is to create the conditions in
which Abbas and Sharon are able to
come to a genuine agreement, which
will mean a viable, independent Pales-
tinian state in Gaza and most of the
West Bank, and a secure, democratic
Jewish Israel with Jerusalem as its
capital. That is now within our reach.
Not our reach, their reach. What we
have to do is to be supportive and to
restrain any political impulses to un-
dercut that situation.

Mr. Speaker, I cannot think of a
more solemn obligation or important
task for us going forward.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. BECERRA, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. SCHIFF, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. CUMMINGS, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. BLUMENAUER, for 5 minutes,
today.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida, for 5
minutes, today.

Mr. MOLLOHAN, for 5 minutes, today.
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(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. GOHMERT) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. OXLEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. CAMP, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at their own
request) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, for 5 minutes,
today.

—————

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A Dbill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 384. An act to extend the existence of
the Nazi War Crimes and Japanese Imperial
Government Records Interagency Working
Group for 2 years; to the Committee on Gov-
ernment Reform.

———

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The SPEAKER announced his signa-
ture to an enrolled bill of the Senate of
the following title:

S. 5. An act to amend the procedures that
apply to consideration of interstate class ac-
tions to assure fairer outcomes for class
members and defendants, and for other pur-
poses.

————————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
POE). Accordingly, pursuant to the pre-
vious order of the House of today, the
House stands adjourned until 2 p.m. on
Monday, February 21, 2005, unless it
sooner has received a message from the
Senate transmitting its adoption of
House Concurrent Resolution 66, in
which case the House shall stand ad-
journed pursuant to that concurrent
resolution.

Thereupon (at 5 o’clock and 15 min-
utes p.m.), pursuant to the previous
order of the House of today, the House
adjourned until 2 p.m. on Monday, Feb-
ruary 21, 2005, unless it sooner has re-
ceived a message from the Senate
transmitting its adoption of House
Concurrent Resolution 66, in which
case the House shall stand adjourned
pursuant to that concurrent resolution.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

850. A letter from the Administrator, Agri-
cultural Marketing Service, Department of
Agriculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Proposed Data Collection, Re-
porting, and Recordkeeping Requirements
Applicable to Cranberries Not Subject to the
Cranberry Marketing Order [Docket No.
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FV01-926-1 FR] received February 4, 2005, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

861. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Service, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Olives Grown in
California; Redistricting and Reapportion-
ment of Producer Membership on the Cali-
fornia Olive Committee [Docket No. FV04-
932-2 FR] received February 7, 2005, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Agriculture.

8562. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, APHIS, Department of Ag-
riculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Add Malaysia to List of Regions
in Which Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza
Subtype H5N1 is Considered to Exist [Docket
No. 04-091-1] received February 2, 2005, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Agriculture.

853. A letter from the Principal Deputy As-
sociate Administrator, Enironmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — Pesticide; Removal of Expired
Time-limited Tolerances for Emergency Ex-
emptions [OPP-2005-0025; FRL-7690-6] re-
ceived February 8, 2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

854. A letter from the Principal Deputy As-
sociate Administrator, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — Thiamethoxam; Pesticide Toler-
ances for Emergency Exemptions [OPP-2005-
0015; FRL-7696-8] received February 8, 2005,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

8565. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary for Acquisition, Technology, and Lo-
gistics, Department of Defense, transmitting
a biennial strategic plan for the Defense Ad-
vanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA),
pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 2352; to the Committee
on Armed Services.

866. A letter from the Director, United
States Mint, Department of the Treasury,
transmitting the 32nd Quarterly Financial
Report of the United States Mint Commemo-
rative Coin Program, covering the first quar-
ter of FY 2005, ending on December 31, 2004,
related to commemorative coins authorized
for 2003-2005, pursuant to Public Law 104—
208, section 529(c) (110 Stat. 3009-352); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

8567. A letter from the Secretary, Bureau of
Economics, Federal Trade Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule —
Charges for Certain Disclosures — received
February 2, 2005, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

858. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the twenty-fourth annual report on
the implementation of the Age Discrimina-
tion Act of 1975 by departments and agencies
which administer programs of Federal finan-
cial assistance, pursuant to 42 TU.S.C.
6106a(b); to the Committee on Education and
the Workforce.

859. A letter from the Deputy Executive Di-
rector, Pension Benefit Guaranty Corpora-
tion, transmitting the Corporation’s final
rule — Benefits Payable in Terminated Sin-
gle-Employer Plans; Allocation of Assets in
Single-Employer Plans; Interest Assump-
tions for Valuing and Paying Benefits — re-
ceived February 4, 2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce.

860. A letter from the Principal Deputy As-
sociate Administrator, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — Approval and Promulgation of
Air Quality Implementation Plans; Texas;
Revisions to Control Volatile Organic Com-
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pound Emissions from Consumer Related
Sources [R06-OAR-2005-TX-0001; FRI-7871-7]
received February 8, 2005, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

861. A letter from the Principal Deputy As-
sociate Administrator, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — Approval and Promulgation of
Air Quality Implementation Plans; West Vir-
ginia; Revised Format of 40 CFR Part 52 for
Materials Being Incorporated by Reference
[WV100-6030; FRI1.-7861-3] received February 8,
2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

862. A letter from the Principal Deputy As-
sociate Administrator, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — National Priorities List for Un-
controlled Hazardous Waste Sites [FRL-7871-
9] received February 8, 2005, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

863. A letter from the Principal Deputy As-
sociate Administrator, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — Revisions to the Arizona State
Implementation Plan Maricopa County Envi-
ronmental Services Department [AZ131-125;
FRL-7860-8] received February 8, 2005, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

864. A letter from the Principal Deputy As-
sociate Administrator, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — South Carolina: Final Author-
ization of State Hazardous Waste Manage-
ment Program Revision [FRL-7870-2] re-
ceived February 8, 2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

865. A letter from the Deputy Secretary,
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule — XBRL
Voluntary Financial Reporting Program on
the EDGAR System (RIN: 3235-AJ32) received
February 4, 2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

866. A letter from the Director, Defense Se-
curity Cooperation Agency, transmitting re-
ports containing the 30 September 2004 sta-
tus of loans and guarantees issued under the
Arms Export Control Act, pursuant to 22
U.S.C. 2765(a); to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations.

867. A letter from the Director, Bureau of
Economic Analysis, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Direct Investment Surveys: BE-10,
Benchmark Survey of U.S. Direct Invest-
ment Abroad—2004 [Docket No. 040907254-
4254-01] (RIN: 0691-AAb52) received February 2,
2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on International Relations.

868. A letter from the Secretary, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of Council Resolution 15-763, ‘‘Transfer
of Jurisdiction of a Portion of Square 1171
Approval Resolution of 2004, pursuant to
D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the Com-
mittee on Government Reform.

869. A letter from the Executive Director,
Broadcasting Board of Governors/Inter-
national Broadcasting Bureau, transmitting
a report pursuant to the Federal Vacancies
Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on
Government Reform.

870. A letter from the Under Secretary for
Management, Department of Homeland Se-
curity, transmitting in accordance with Sec-
tion 647(b) of Division F of the Consolidated
Appropriations Act, FY 2004, Pub. L. 108-199,
the Department’s report on competitive
sourcing efforts for FY 2004; to the Com-
mittee on Government Reform.

871. A letter from the Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer, Farm Credit Administra-
tion, transmitting a copy of the annual re-
port in compliance with the Government in
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