March 2, 2005

It is too unfortunate that many mi-
norities and women because of the in-
equities of the system, which we hope
will be corrected, find themselves more
dependent than the rest of the popu-
lation. This is especially so when we do
have a disparity between the Ilife
expectancies of men and women which
means that for 3 or 4 years women
sometimes have to go it alone and
many sometimes their working spouses
did not have pensions. And so it is
abundantly clear that if you take a
look at the women that sometimes
have to totally survive with their fami-
lies, Social Security gave them the
base, gave them the independence, and
gave them the will to move forward.

It is so hard for me who is so proud
of having gone to school as a disabled
veteran to talk about the G.I. Bill.
What has been amazing is that even I
had no idea how many people even in
this body went to school under the So-
cial Security Disability Act or under
the benefits of Social Security. And it
is something that you do not say, guess
how I went to school, because it was
unfortunate financial circumstances.

But now that they see that this pro-
gram may be in jeopardy because just
by changing the formula from a wage
formula to a cost-of-living formula, Re-
publicans and Democrats and impartial
economists say that the benefits, and
that is all of benefits, survivor, retire-
ment, their disability, would be cut by
at least 40 percent.

The President has attempted to po-
larize sometimes the young against the
old by saying they are getting a bad
deal, or the black males against the
white males saying that we have a dis-
parity. But one thing is clear: we can-
not openly discuss this until the Presi-
dent fulfills his responsibility and at
least brings to us what the heck he is
talking about so we are not fighting
against things that may never happen.

We know that Republicans are hav-
ing a difficult time in defining how
they would want to assist the Presi-
dent. But I am just saying until the
day comes where minorities and
women are really equal, this has been a
cushion to provide some type of inde-
pendence.

I close by saying that my beloved
mother, who I lost several years ago,
worked in a factory and received a
small retirement pension check from
the International Labor Garment
Workers Union, but she also received
her Social Security check.
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And she would be there every month
waiting for the mailman, who knew
her, for her Social Security check. She
felt so proud that she was independent;
that she did not have to ask her chil-
dren for anything.

Seeing that pride in her, I can see it
in so many older women. And I hope
that before the President makes this a
crises, that he brings us a bill so we
can work together on it.
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TEXAS INDEPENDENCE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FORTENBERRY). Under a previous order
of the House, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. POE) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the unique history of the great
State of Texas. Today, March 2, marks
Texas Independence Day. On this day,
169 years ago, Texas declared its inde-
pendence from Mexico and its dictator,
Santa Anna, the 19th century Saddam
Hussein.

In 1836, in the small farm village of
Washington-on-the-Brazos, 54 Texians,
as they called themselves in those
days, gathered to do something bold
and courageous: Sign the Texas Dec-
laration of Independence and once and
for all ‘‘declare that the people of
Texas do now constitute a free, sov-
ereign, and independent republic.”

As these determined delegates met to
declare independence, Santa Anna and
6,000 enemy troops were marching on
an old beat-up Spanish mission that we
now call the Alamo, where Texas de-
fenders stood defiant, stood deter-
mined. They were led by a 27-year-old
lawyer by the name of William Barrett
Travis. The Alamo and its 186 Texans
were all that stood between the invad-
ers and the people of Texas. And behind
the cold, dark, damp walls of that
Alamo, Commander William Barrett
Travis sent the following appeal to
Texas requesting aide.

This appeal read in part: “To all the
people of Texas and Americans in the
world, I am besieged by a thousand or
more of the enemy under Santa Anna.
I have sustained a continual bombard-
ment and cannon fire for over 24 hours
and have not lost a man. The enemy
has demanded surrender at its discre-
tion, otherwise the fort will be put to
the sword. I have answered that de-
mand with a cannon shot, and the flag
still waves proudly over the walls. I
shall never surrender or retreat. I call
upon you in the name of liberty, patri-
otism, and everything dear to our char-
acter to come to our aid with all dis-
patch. If this call is neglected, I am de-
termined to sustain myself for as long
as possible and die like a soldier who
never forgets what is due to his own
honor and that of his country. Victory
or death. William Barrett Travis, Com-
mander of the Alamo.”

After 13 days of glory at the Alamo,
Commander Travis and his men sac-
rificed their lives on the altar of free-
dom. Those lives lost would not be in
vain. Their determination paid off. And
because heroes like William Barrett
Travis, Davy Crockett, and Jim Bowie
held out for so long, Santa Anna’s
forces took such great losses they be-
came battered, demoralized, and dimin-
ished. As Travis said, ‘‘victory will cost
them more dearly than defeat.”

General Sam Houston, in turn, had
the time he needed to devise a strategy
to rally other Texas volunteers to ulti-
mately defeat Santa Anna at the Bat-
tle of San Jacinto on April 21, 1836. The
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war was over, and the Lone Star flag
was visible all across the broad, bold,
brazen plains of Texas.

The Alamo defenders were from every
State in the United States and 13 for-
eign countries. They were black,
brown, and white, ages 16 through 67,
and they were all volunteers. They
were mavericks, revolutionaries, farm-
ers, shopkeepers, and freedom fighters.
They came together to fight for some-
thing they believed in: Freedom.

Freedom has a cost. It always does.
It always will. And as we pause to re-
member those who lost their lives so
that Texas could be a free Nation, we
cannot forget those Americans that are
currently fighting in lands across the
seas for the United States’ continued
freedom and liberty today.

Texas Independence Day is a day of
pride and reflection in the Lone Star
State. It is a day we remember to pay
tribute to heroes like William Barrett
Travis, Jim Bowie, Davy Crockett, Jim
Bonham, Sam Houston, and the rest of
those volunteers who fought the evil
tyrant and terrorist Santa Anna. It
was an effort to make Texas free, and
that effort was successful.

On this Texas Independence Day, let
us not forget those brave men and
women in our military that are fight-
ing to preserve and uphold our freedom
from a new world threat of terrorism.

Mr. Speaker, I hope that the Con-
gress and the country will join me in
celebrating this Texas Independence
Day. In Colonel Travis’ final letter and
appeal for aid, he signed off with three
words that I leave with you now: ‘“‘God
and Texas.” ‘“God and Texas.” “God
and Texas.” And the rest, as they say,
is Texas history.

———

PRESIDENT BUSH’S SOCIAL SECU-
RITY PRIVATIZATION PROPOSAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, this
Friday, President Bush plans to take
his traveling White House to New Jer-
sey in the hope of convincing New Jer-
sey workers to support his Social Secu-
rity privatization proposal. For 6
weeks, the President has been working
to build support for his plan, but it has
fallen flat with the American people
and it will fall flat also in New Jersey.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
simply do not believe the President
wants to strengthen Social Security.
President Bush keeps on talking about
a crisis, but even he has admitted his
own privatization plan does nothing to
fix the problem Social Security faces 40
years from now.

The problem is that private accounts
eliminate the guaranteed benefits of
Social Security and leave benefits to
the vagaries of the stock market. Since
the money is taken out of the Social
Security trust fund to pay for private
accounts, the shortfall results in ben-
efit cuts to Social Security recipients,
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