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bill, I was detained out of the building
and away from the Capitol, and I
missed the following votes and would
like to have recorded in the appro-
priate place of the transportation bill
that on the Graves amendment if
present I would have voted ‘‘no’’; on
the Kennedy amendment if I was
present, I would have voted ‘‘no’’; on
the Osborne amendment if I was
present, I would have voted ‘‘no’’; on
the Moran amendment if I was present,
I would have voted ‘‘aye’; on the
Conaway amendment if I was present, I
would have voted ‘‘no.”

———

ELECTION OF MEMBER TO
COMMITTEE ON RULES

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Democratic Caucus, I
offer a privileged resolution (H. Res.
161) and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 161

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be and is hereby elected to the following
standing committee of the House of Rep-
resentatives:

(1) COMMITTEE ON RULES.—Ms. Matsui.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 525

Mr. MEEKS of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent to have
my name removed as a cosponsor of
H.R. 525.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

———
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NUSSLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the fiscal year 2006 budget resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Iowa?

There was no objection.

————

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2006

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 154 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the concurrent resolution, H.
Con. Res. 95.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
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House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the concurrent resolu-
tion (H. Con. Res. 95) establishing the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2006,
revising appropriate budgetary levels
for fiscal year 2005, and setting forth
appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal
years 2007 through 2010.

The Chair designates the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) as chair-
man of the Committee of the Whole,
and requests the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. LAHOOD) to assume the chair
temporarily.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to
the rule, the concurrent resolution is
considered read the first time.

General debate shall not exceed 5
hours, with 4 hours confined to the con-
gressional budget, equally divided and
controlled by the chairman and rank-
ing member of the Committee on the
Budget, and 1 hour on the subject of
economic goals and policies, equally di-
vided and controlled by the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SAXTON) and the
gentlewoman from New York (Mrs.
MALONEY).

The gentleman from Iowa (Mr.
NUSSLE) and the gentleman from South
Carolina (Mr. SPRATT) each will con-
trol 2 hours of debate on the congres-
sional budget.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Iowa (Mr. NUSSLE).

Mr. NUSSLE. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, today we are here to
debate the budget resolution for 2006,
the Federal Government spending blue-
print that will guide all of this Con-
gress’ spending and revenue decisions
for the coming fiscal year.

Let me start by thanking my staff on
both sides, Republicans and Democrats.
What Members will hear today, this is
probably one of the heartiest debates of
the year when we talk about the prior-
ities for the coming year. As Members
might imagine, because we come from
different backgrounds and different
States and different philosophies, we
have different ideas of what is impor-
tant, Members will hear quite a bit of
debate from time to time that will
sound rancorous. It will sound like we
do not agree on anything and every-
thing is going to be difficult, and I do
not think it is quite that bad.

We have some pretty important pri-
orities that we all agree upon, and we
share a number of the goals. How to
achieve those goals is in part the budg-
et process: how are we going to get it
done, and how are we going to accom-
plish it. That, unfortunately, gets into
the details where we may disagree.

I thank the gentleman from South
Carolina (Mr. SPRATT), my partner and
friend who will come forthwith his own
budget today, and we appreciate that.
Members will hear his ideas and our
ideas. We will get to debate those
ideas, and we will come out at the
other end with a better understanding
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of exactly how both sides will approach
the problem, the challenges we will
have; and we will hear about some of
the ways to solve this.

Long before today, long before this
debate started and quite honestly be-
fore we received the President’s budg-
et, we knew what the priorities were
going to have to be. If you attend any
town meeting in Iowa or across the
country, Members are going to hear
these same kinds of themes: we have to
keep the country strong and defended.
If we are not strong, we are not free;
and if we are not free, we have lost ev-
erything. We have lost the most impor-
tant gift we have been given, that has
been bestowed on us, and that we feel
s0 passionate about being able to be-
stow on generations to come here in
this country and around the world. We
need to continue to be strong.

Second, we need to continue to grow
the economy. We really do. We need to
create jobs and keep the opportunities
flowing for our kids and grandkids be-
cause we know when we are strong and
growing, we are able to accomplish so
much in the world. Our economy must
continue to grow.

Last but not least, and I can tell
Members this is true wherever you go,
people around the country are frus-
trated by the attitude and almost arro-
gance that government can solve all of
our problems, that somehow another
government program will solve the
problem, or more government bureauc-
racy or more government regulations
or just another law or more employees
working in fancy white buildings down-
town, if we would only do that we
would solve the problem, and that
means spend much more money, too
much money.

So America’s continued greatness
comes from, I believe, the unlimited
opportunities that our freedom pro-
vides, but we have to get our hands
around this out-of-control,
unsustainable spending. Right along
with our well-meaning folks who come
along, we have created a government
that is too big and spends too much,
and we have to get control of that
spending if we are going to be success-
ful.

As I have said, these must be our Na-
tion’s highest priorities, continued
strength, continued growth, and mak-
ing sure we can restrain spending be-
cause none of the rest of it, all of the
good things that the Federal Govern-
ment does in so many areas such as
education and health care and veterans
benefits and agriculture and transpor-
tation and energy and science, I could
go on and on, we all have our favorite
areas where we think the government
ought to invest, but none of that con-
tinues to happen, none of that will be
achieved if we are not strong, if our
economy does not grow, and if we can-
not get our arms around the spending.

So we chose to write a budget that
ensures that first and foremost our
needs must be met, gives all other pri-
orities a fair shake, that is what the
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