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House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m.

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

In the Book of the Deuteronomy we
read:

“The Lord your God has chosen you
from all the nations on the face of
Earth to be a people especially his own.
It was because the Lord loves you and
because his fidelity to the oath he has
sworn to your fathers that He brought
you out with a strong hand from the
place of slavery and ransomed you.”

““Understand, then, that the Lord,
your God, is God indeed, the faithful
God who keeps his merciful covenant
to the thousandth generation toward
those who love him and keep his com-
mandments.”’

Lord, as we prepare for the great
feasts of Passover and the Sacred
Triduum, Lord our God, breathe forth
Your Spirit on all the Members of Con-
gress and the people of this great Na-
tion. Make of us Your own. Recreate us
in Your imagine. Convert our hearts
that we may long to do Your will and
that we may lead others in the world
by revealing Your self-giving love in
our lives.

You are faithful, O God, now and for-
ever. Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. PRICE) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia led the Pledge
of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain 5 one-minute speeches per side.

———————

BILL SAVING TERRI SCHIAVO

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, last night
when H.R. 1332 was passed by the House
this Chamber did a good thing. It of-
fered to the disabled an opportunity to
live and it reaffirmed our culture’s de-
sire to value the right to life of each
and every member of it regardless of
disability.

This bill gives Terri Schiavo a right
to appeal the ruling of the Florida
State courts in Federal court, and it
will allow her to challenge the ruling
that she is to starve to death.

The bill applies only to medically in-
capacitated patients, not to convicted
criminals. And it is further evidence
that the disabled have a place in our
culture, that life has a place in our cul-
ture.

I commend the chairman of the com-
mittee, the gentleman from Wisconsin
(Mr. SENSENBRENNER) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. WELDON) for
taking the lead and I thank the House
leadership for expediting action on it.
Now the Senate must do the same.
Terri deserves to live.

—————

MORALITY LACKING IN
REPUBLICAN BUDGET

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
opposition to the Republican budget.
This budget is fiscally reckless, mor-

ally irresponsible and represents a fail-
ure of leadership.

The budget slashes funding that pro-
vides a vital lifeline to our most vul-
nerable communities. It cuts funding
for support of housing for the disabled
by 50 percent. Where is the morality in
turning our back on the disabled?

This budget will dramatically cut
housing opportunities for people living
with AIDS. Where is the morality in
forcing people living with AIDS to
choose between medication and hous-
ing?

At the same time, this budget seeks
to extend tax cuts to the most wealthy.
Where is the morality in turning peo-
ple out into the streets in order to pay
for these tax cuts?

As a person of deep religious convic-
tion, I know that there is nothing
moral about balancing the budget on
the backs of those who can least afford
it. A moral budget does not seek to
punish the least of these.

Mr. Speaker, this is an example, a
gross example of the moral irrespon-
sibility of the Republican budget.

———

U.S. TRADE AMBASSADOR
PORTMAN

(Mr. FOLEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, for those
who are Irish, those that think they
are Irish, and those that wish they
were Irish, happy, happy St. Patrick’s
Day.

I would also like to take a moment
to congratulate and commend the
President of the United States, George
Bush, for his appointment of the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN), a
member of the Committee on Ways and
Means, as the next United States Trade
ambassador.
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