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The gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
PORTMAN) is an outstanding, out-
standing choice. He is one of the hard-
est working, most thoughtful members
of our panel. He has immersed himself
in the details of trade and tax law. He
is an extraordinary individual who has
served this President in a wonderful
way as adviser to the White House and
one of the closest confidants he has
here on Capitol Hill.

I believe it is an extraordinary oppor-
tunity, not only for the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN) and his fam-
ily but for the United States trade rep-
resentation around the globe. I urge
my colleagues on the other side of the
building to quickly dispatch that name
forward to the committee of responsi-
bility and urge the passage and allow
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
PORTMAN) to show the great creden-
tials he has displayed in our committee
on this floor and ultimately as the next
trade ambassador for the country.

———

SOCIAL SECURITY PRIVATIZATION
HARMS AMERICANS

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
because the constituents in the 32nd
Congressional District are very con-
cerned about the privatization of So-
cial Security.

There are nearly 60,000 Social Secu-
rity beneficiaries in my district who
are very concerned about the risky pri-
vatization scheme that the President is
proposing. However, other young work-
ers also are very concerned about the
future of their retirement security.

To date my office has held well over
25 senior center visits, high school vis-
its, parent centers visits, and health
care facilities visits, and we have spo-
ken to constituents about this pro-
posed privatization plan. We have been
asking them to fill out surveys on how
they feel about Social Security. We
have one in English and one in Span-
ish.

Overwhelmingly, my constituents are
telling me that they are not in agree-
ment with the proposed privatization
plan. They would like to see a secure
and a structured reform that would
truly be available to every single indi-
vidual that needs and requires Social
Security assistance. I would like to tell
Members that we have received well
over 300 responses through e-mail and
direct mail from our constituents who
are resoundingly saying that the Presi-
dent should rethink his plan.

——
COMMENDING HARRY GILMORE

(Mr. RADANOVICH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to commend Harry Gilmore,
the first American Ambassador to Ar-
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menia who is the latest U.S. official to
publicly acknowledge the Armenian
genocide and call for international rec-
ognition.

In an interview with Radio Free Eu-
rope/Radio Liberty, the retired dip-
lomat recently said, ‘‘There is no doubt
that the Armenian events were geno-
cide.”

Gilmore’s comments followed those
of the current U.S. Ambassador to Ar-
menia, John Evans, who recently
evoked the Armenian Genocide during
his first stateside visit to Armenian
communities across the country. Dur-
ing a series of public exchanges with
Armenians late last month, Evans stat-
ed, “The Armenian genocide was the
first genocide of the twentieth cen-
tury.”

As a proud member of the Congres-
sional Caucus on Armenian Issues and
an ardent supporter of Fresno’s Arme-
nian American community, I thank the
Ambassadors for their statements and
pledge to continue my efforts for a full
United States affirmation of the Arme-
nian genocide.

—————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.J. Res. 23

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to have my name
removed as a cosponsor of H.J. Res. 23.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CARTER). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

————

SAVE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
BLOCK GRANTS

(Mr. CLEAVER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
express my opposition to the adminis-
tration’s budget proposal.

Although the Community Develop-
ment Block Grant Program is now on
its way out if this is approved, I think
it is important for the Nation to know
that on August 22, 1974, the Community
Development Block Grant Act was
signed into law by Republican Presi-
dent Gerald Ford, but it is the brain
child of President Richard Nixon.

Today, there is a proposal that would
allow for a consolidation of 18 other
programs in the Department of Com-
merce, and the new commerce program
would then be funded at a level that is
35 percent lower than the combined fis-
cal year 2005 appropriated level for all
18 programs.

The pro-rata reduction of CDBG
alone would be $1.42 billion. That would
devastate a program, Mr. Speaker.

When I was mayor of Kansas City,
Missouri, we identified 60,000 homes in
need of rehabilitation or repair. We
were able to complete 12,000. What will
happen to the 48,000 others?
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STOP YUCCA MOUNTAIN PROJECT
NOW

(Ms. BERKLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, for the
last 20 years the Nevada delegation,
Republican and Democrat, have fought
to keep the Yucca Mountain Project
from becoming a reality.

What is the Yucca Mountain Project?
77,000 tons of toxic nuclear waste being
transported across 43 States to be bur-
ied in a hole in the Nevada desert
where we have groundwater issues,
seismic activity, and volcanic activity.

The President when he approved this
said that his decision was based on
sound science. Sound science? There
were 294 unresolved scientific and tech-
nical issues.

There is no canister that can safely
store this radioactive waste, and we
have a court decision that says that
rather than a 10,000-year standard for
radiation there should be a 300,000-year
standard for radiation.

Now, as of yesterday, the new Sec-
retary of Energy has come forward and
disclosed that the scientific docu-
mentation for Yucca Mountain has
been falsified. It is about time that the
rest of the country knew what the Ne-
vada delegation knows and has been
saying for 20 years. This is not based on
sound science. It is based on sound pol-
itics.

I have urged the Secretary of Energy
to appoint an independent body to in-
vestigate the science. We know now it
has been falsified. It is wrong. This is a
bad project and I urge the President to
rescind his order to Yucca Mountain
and stop this project now.

CORPORATE TAX RATE

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
more than 260,000 jobs were created last
month making February the 21st
straight month in which we have seen
steady job gains. Companies are hiring
more and more these days. More people
are now collecting well-earned pay-
checks rather than unemployment
checks. However, companies here in
the U.S. are facing competition from
around the globe, and to ensure eco-
nomic prosperity over the long run we
must be competitive in the world. To
do this we have to address corporate
tax rates.

Why do we penalize American compa-
nies for keeping their business here in
the U.S.? Why are companies leaving
America to go overseas? Should we not
be trying to attract businesses rather
than drive them away?

Mr. Speaker, the U.S. corporate tax
rate is a whopping 40 percent. For
every $10 a company earns, $4 has to be
sent to the IRS. It is no wonder busi-
nesses are taking a look at moving out
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