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HONORING THE OCCOQUAN
WATERSHED COALITION

HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the Occoquan Watershed
Coalition (OWC) of Fairfax County, Virginia.

Established in 1994, the Occoquan Water-
shed Coalition is a nonpartisan, broad-based
citizens group that works to improve commu-
nication and expand dialogue regarding major
issues concerning the Springfield District por-
tion of this environmentally sensitive region.

The coalition actively works with the Virginia
General Assembly, the Virginia Department of
Transportation, and citizen and homeowner
associations to protect and improve both the
environment and the quality of life of the
area’s residents. Specific examples of the
OWC'’s efforts include their involvement in the
closure of the Lorton Prison Complex and sub-
sequent redevelopment of the area. The coali-
tion also closely monitored numerous trans-
portation decisions including the refurbishment
of the Yates Ford Bridge and paving of Yates
Ford Road.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, | would like to thank
the Occoquan Watershed Coalition for 10
years of dedicated service to its community. |
call upon my colleagues to join me in applaud-
ing the OWC’s past accomplishments and in
wishing the program continued success in the
many years to come.

————

HONORING CORPORAL JOHN T.
OLSON

HON. HENRY J. HYDE

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to U.S. Marine Corporal John T. Olson
of Elk Grove Village, lllinois. Corporal Olson
was killed by enemy action while conducting
combat operations on 21 February in Nassir
Wa Al Salam, Iraqg. It was Corporal Olson’s
third tour of duty in Iraq.

He graduated from boot camp from the San
Diego Marine Corps Depot in 2002 and was
deployed to Irag in January 2003 for his first
tour. His third tour of duty was with the Alpha
Truck Company, Headquarters Battalion, 2nd
Marine Division.

John Olson was a graduate of the Elk
Grove High School, Class of 2001, graduating
six months early. He was a student at Harper
Community College when 9/11 changed his
life, he enlisted shortly afterward and was de-
ployed to his first tour in Irag. At the time of
his death, he was driving a truck just outside
his base when a bomb exploded. He died
while medics tried to save him.

Corporal Olson was a young man of 21
when he made the ultimate sacrifice in service
to his country. Our deepest sympathies go to
his beloved family—his mother Diana, his fa-
ther John R, and his sister Courtney—as well
as to his other family and friends. The entire
community joins in mourning John’s loss.

We honor the memory of Corporal John T.
Olson and the dedication and bravery with
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which he served our Nation and the people of
Iraq.

IN HONOR OF THE WORK OF
PROFESSOR JOHN MONTGOMERY

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the distinguished work of Professor
John J. Montgomery, a native Californian who
was a pioneer of early aeronautics from 1882
until 1911.

Professor Montgomery made many distin-
guished advances in the field of aerodynamics
and fluid mechanics. In 1883, he designed,
constructed, and flew a glider 600 feet at Otay
Mesa, California, achieving the very first con-
trolled flight of heavier-than-air, fixed winged
craft in history. This was quite a remarkable
feat, as Professor Montgomery relied only
upon his superb knowledge of fluid mechanics
and his scientific observations of birds.

In 1893, after many more years of explo-
ration and reflection, Professor Montgomery
attended several conferences where he was
able to share his findings with the world. Audi-
ences were captivated by his writings describ-
ing fluid mechanics and his initial flight experi-
ments. His original manuscript, aptly titled
“Soaring Flight,” contained some of the
world’s earliest understanding of fluid dynam-
ics and is now proudly displayed at the Smith-
sonian Institute in Washington DC.

As Professor Montgomery’s interest and
knowledge in fluid mechanics grew, he contin-
ued to explore the abilities of larger aircraft.
Professor Montgomery was exhilarated by
these larger models, and when inspired to fly,
he retreated to the beautiful Leonard Ranch in
Aptos, California, here in the 17th district.

In 1903 Professor Montgomery reached a
breakthrough and built a full-scale version of
his tandem wing design. He quickly began
testing the abilities of his new machine by fly-
ing it like a kite, performing load carrying tests,
practicing vertical drop launch, and equilibrium
and control tests. He continued to conduct
these tests and manned flight experiments in
the spring and summer of 1904.

In the winter of 1904-1905, Montgomery
was ready to display the skills of his new craft
in a spectacular new way. Montgomery hoist-
ed his craft high into the air with the aid of a
hot air balloon. Montgomery then trained a cir-
cus acrobat and a professional parachutist,
Daniel J. Maloney, the delicate skills required
to steer the aircraft. In March, 1905 in Aptos,
the hot air balloon hoisted the glider and Mr.
Maloney, high into the air. Audiences then
were treated to the show of a lifetime. Mr.
Maloney darted upward and downward, carv-
ing circles and figure eights. The new aircraft
was an absolute sensation, with the longest
flight lasting an astonishing eighteen minutes
and covering a distance greater than two
miles. Truly this was the very first flight of its
kind, and Montgomery’s “aeroplane” set last-
ing altitude and endurance tests that served
as a testament to Professor Montgomery’s ge-
nius.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate the
achievement of this fine gentleman on this
day, March 19, 2005, the Centennial Celebra-
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tion of his “Soaring Flight”. Professor Mont-
gomery will always be remembered for his
ceaseless devotion to aerospace science and
his many contributions to the Santa Cruz
County community in the 20th century.
Though no longer with us, it is my honor and
pleasure to recognize such a unique and fas-
cinating individual.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE TURTLE CREEK
CHORALE

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise to acknowledge the 25th
anniversary of the Turtle Creek Chorale, of
Dallas, Texas. The TCC held their first per-
formance in April of 1980 with only 70 mem-
bers. Through the idea of “the power of har-
mony,” their commitment to the community
and the leadership skills of Artistic Directors
like Dr. Timothy Seelig, the chorale has ex-
ploded to over 200 singing members.

The TCC performs an annual series in Dal-
las at the Meyerson Symphony Hall, along
with traveling around the United States, Can-
ada, and many locations in Europe. In addition
to more than 100,000 hours of rehearsal, and
over 50 yearly benefit performances, the TCC
also participates in numerous community serv-
ice projects.

The TCC has many accomplishments, such
as their collaboration with the Susan G.
Komen Breast Cancer Foundation with the
creation of the much respected Sing for the
Cure: A Proclamation of Hope, narrated by
Maya Angelou. In addition, they produced and
performed the world premier of Song of Wis-
dom from Old Turtle that was based on the
award winning book Old Turtle. A portion of all
the recording proceeds benefited St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital. The TCC has
also performed for the inaugurations of Dallas
Mayor Ron Kirk and Texas Governor Ann
Richards.

The dedicated members of TCC have ex-
celled in their mission to entertain, educate,
unite, and uplift audiences through music dis-
tinguished for its innovation, diversity and ar-
tistic excellence.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in acknowl-
edging the honorable works of Turtle Creek
Chorale for their 25th Anniversary.

——

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF SEGUIN MAYOR BETTY ANN
MATTHIES

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize distinguished civic service of Seguin
Mayor Betty Ann Matthies.

Betty Ann Matthies is a native of Guadalupe
County. She graduated from Seguin High
School, and attended the University of Texas
at Austin. She graduated from the Steton
School of Nursing in Austin in 1976, and re-
ceived her Certificate in Heath Care Adminis-
tration from Trinity University in 1978.
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Ms. Matthies has been a strong advocate
for health care in Guadalupe County. She has
been involved in nursing for almost 30 years,
and is a member of the American Nurses As-
sociation, the Texas Nurses Association, the
Texas Organization of Nurse Executives, and
the American Organization of Nurse Execu-
tives.

Betty Ann Matthies entered public service in
2000, as Seguin District 7 City Council Mem-
ber. In 2004, she was elected Mayor of
Seguin. In addition to her executive respon-
sibilities, she finds time to give to a variety of
volunteer organizations. She is a member of
Seguin Senior Citizens, the Seguin Area
Chamber of Commerce, the Hispanic Cham-
ber of Commerce, and she is director of the
Pecan Museum.

Betty Ann Matthies has done a great deal
for the people of Guadalupe County, both as
a nurse and a public official. Her energy and
spirit of volunteerism serve as a wonderful ex-
ample to all of us.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to have had this
opportunity to recognize the many achieve-
ments of Seguin Mayor Betty Ann Matthies.

——————

HONORING REVEREND KENNY
SMITH

HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to commend Reverend Kenny Smith
for his exceptional work in the Northern Vir-
ginia community as pastor of the First Baptist
Church in Vienna, Virginia, and president of
the Fairfax County Branch of the NAACP.

A native of Atlanta, Georgia, Reverend
Smith received a bachelor's degree from the
University of Nebraska-Omaha. He continued
on to Virginia Union University’'s School of
Theology, where he graduated magna cum
laude with a master of divinity degree. Rev-
erend Smith also holds a doctor of ministry
degree from Virginia Union University’s School
of Theology.

Reverend Smith serves as pastor of the
First Baptist Church of Vienna and as an ad-
junct professor at the Howard University
School of Theology. He is also the immediate
former moderator of the Northern Virginia Bap-
tist Association and was elected in June 2003
as Vice President of the Baptist General Con-
vention of Virginia.

During his time as pastor of the First Baptist
Church, Reverend Smith has been a model of
positive influence in the community. His con-
gregation has partnered extensively with Habi-
tat for Humanity and built several houses for
needy families, contributing both labor and
funds for materials. Through Reverend Smith’s
leadership, the church adopted Shelter House,
a shelter located in Falls Church, Virginia for
homeless families. First Baptist Church has
provided Shelter House with toys, gifts, fund-
ing and other resources for the residents since
1990.

Reverend Smith’s dedication to his commu-
nity has been recognized by many awards in-
cluding the Dean’s Pastor's Award from the
Howard University School of Theology, the
Outstanding Achievement in Religion Award
from the Howard University Alumni Club of

Northern Virginia, the Religious Affairs Award
from the Fairfax County Branch of the
NAACP, and the Outstanding Leadership
Award from the Northern Virginia Baptist As-
sociation. He has also been honored by Hori-
zon Community Outreach Group, Fairfax
County Public Schools, Old Dominion Bar As-
sociation, and the Fairfax County Human
Rights Commission.

Reverend Smith has been an invaluable
asset to the Northern Virginia community. He
deserves to be commended for his work in the
community and on his time as president of the
Fairfax County Branch of the NAACP.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, | would like to ex-
press my gratitude to Reverend Kenny Smith
for all of his efforts on behalf of Northern Vir-
ginia. He has served his community well, truly
meriting recognition. | call upon my colleagues
to join me in applauding Reverend Kenny
Smith’s accomplishments and in wishing him
the best of luck in all future endeavors.

———

HONORING SPECIALIST ADRIANA
N. SALEM

HON. HENRY J. HYDE

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to U.S. Army Specialist Adriana N.
Salem, of Elk Grove Village, lllinois. Specialist
Salem was killed on March 4, 2005 when the
vehicle in which she was riding turned over
near Tikrit, Iraq. She had been serving in Iraq
since February 14, 2005. Her prior service had
been in Afghanistan for much of 2003.

Specialist Salem was a 2001 graduate of
Elk Grove High School, where she played vio-
lin for 4 years in the school orchestra. Her fu-
ture goal following high school was to position
herself to join a Police Force, and following 9/
11 Adriana enlisted in the Army to further that
goal. At Elk Grove High School she is remem-
bered as a student who loved learning, arrived
early and was a leader in class and athletics.

Specialist Salem was assigned to the Fort
Stewart, GA based 3rd Infantry Division, 3rd
Forward Support Battalion, Division Support
Command.

Specialist Adriana Salem was a young
woman of 21 when she made the ultimate
sacrifice in service to her country. Our deepest
sympathies go to her beloved family—her
mother Sandra, her father Shamshoum
“Sam,” and her sisters Christina, Sabrina, Al-
exandria, and Larissa—as well as to her other
family and friends. The entire community joins
in mourning Adriana’s loss.

We honor the memory of U.S. Army Spe-
cialist Adriana N. Salem and the dedication
and bravery with which she served our Nation
and the people of Irag.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE DUDLEY
KNOX LIBRARY NAVAL POST-
GRADUATE SCHOOL, MONTEREY,
CALIFORNIA

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Dudley Knox Library staff of the
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Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, Cali-
fornia, located in my Congressional District.
The Naval Postgraduate School is an aca-
demic institution focused on graduate and re-
search programs relevant to the Navy’s inter-
ests. For the second consecutive year, staff
members from the Dudley Knox Library will be
honored by the Librarian of Congress.

Dudley Knox is recognized nationally as a
leading library in government and defense in-
formation. The library has been selected from
among more than 2,000 libraries operated by
the federal government to receive the 2004
Federal Library/Information Center of the Year
award in the competitive library/information
center category.

The Federal Library of the Year Award ap-
plauds the library’s exemplary achievements
throughout the past year. The award is based
upon customer satisfaction and innovative
services and resources. During the past year
the Knox Library has created several new
services, including a virtual reference service,
an active instruction program that has at-
tracted more than 2,300 users, and an added
wireless internet service. The Library also pro-
vided foreign language keyboard support in re-
sponse to requests from International students
who comprise 25 percent of the student body.

In addition, the library added a Homeland
Security Digital Library, a state-of-the-art dig-
ital library to serve the needs of a particular
user group. It is cited by others as a model for
its use of emerging technologies with other
agencies and groups.

The Dudley Knox Library owes its success
to its dedicated and skilled staff of 34.
Throughout the year the entire staff has con-
sistently made sure that library members ob-
tain accurate information for their academic
and research endeavors. It is not uncommon
to find more than 10 percent of the resident
student population in the Library at any one
time during the day.

Mr. Speaker, | wish to commend the Dudley
Knox Library staff for their exceptional dedica-
tion and creativity in their jobs and their con-
tinual pursuit in developing an outstanding li-
brary. Out of more than 2,000 libraries and in-
formational centers operated by the federal
government, the Dudley Knox Library has de-
servedly earned the 2004 Federal Library/In-
formation Center of the Year award.

IN HONOR OF DR. JACK SMITH

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Dr. Jack Smith for his outstanding
courage and important service abroad as a
physician in Afghanistan.

After being called to duty in October 2004,
Dr. Smith was sent to serve in the 325th med-
ical combat unit of the United States Army.
While in Afghanistan, he spent much of his
time in platoon hospitals, often near dan-
gerous combat operations. The situation re-
quired that Dr. Smith utilize his strong skills
both as a physician and as a soldier.

Dr. Smith recently returned to the United
States to resume his private practice and has
been welcomed with enthusiasm and admira-
tion by family, friends, and coworkers. Born
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