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brother Paul, and his four sisters Mildred
Kutrip, Anita Kenkel, Sister Ann Julia Roddy,
CSF and Bride Neiman.

Mr. Speaker, the outpouring of support by
friends, family, and the community make it evi-
dent to all what an extraordinary person and
public servant Mr. Roddy was. He was mar-
ried to his wife, Lucille “Lue” Baumann Bey
Roddy for 50 years. They have four children—
Mary, married to Michael Sawyer; Joseph D.,
married to Lisa Roddy; Daniel, married to
Patrica Roddy; and Mark Roddy. Joe and Lue
have seven grandchildren: Steven, William
and Kathleen Sawyer; Christina and Nicholas
Roddy; and Joseph Patrick and Brendan Stu-
art Roddy. My prayers are with his family,
friends, and community today, as we honor his
remarkable life.

——
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

———

COMMEMORATING GREEK
INDEPENDENCE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. MCCOTTER)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, during
our absence from session over the
Easter recess, a momentous date
passed which merits our observance.
Greek Independence Day commemo-
rates and celebrates the Greek people’s
declaration of independence from the
Ottoman Empire on March 25, 1821.
From this day, until the Treaty of Con-
stantinople officially recognized Greek
independence, the Greek people waged
a valiant and victorious struggle for
their freedom.

The Ottoman Empire’s oppression
and occupation of Greece evolved over
the course of the 14th and 15th cen-
turies. Yet during these centuries,
Greek patriots arose to oppose and
overthrow the Ottomans’ dominion,
and in 1814 emerged the secretly
formed Friendly Society, which proved
a herald of Hellenic liberty.

Then 7 years later, on March 25, 1821,
the Orthodox Metropolitan Germanos
of Patras proclaimed a national upris-
ing, and simultaneous uprisings arose
throughout Greece. Initially this cou-
rageous movement liberated many
areas of Greece, but the Ottoman Em-
pire rapidly and ruthlessly responded
with innumerable acts of brutality, in-
cluding the massacre of entire Greek
communities.

Such Ottoman barbarism contrasted
ill with Greek heroism and inspired
many nations and citizens to rally to
the Greek cause. Thus, in 1827, the
British and French fleets delivered a
crushing blow to the Ottoman fleet at
Navarino, and in 1828, 10,000 French sol-
diers landed in the Peloponnese to end
the Ottoman scourge of Greece.

It was then, and after the horror of
war had ebbed and ended, the Conven-
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tion of May 11, 1832, recognized Greece
as a sovereign state, and, again, the
Treaty of Constantinople recognized
Greek independence from Ottoman rule
in July of 1832.

Thus, Mr. Speaker, it is both fitting
and fair for we Americans as a free peo-
ple to commemorate and celebrate the
date of May 25, the date Greece, the
Cradle of Democracy, was once again
made free.

So, too, Mr. Speaker, let us reflect
upon the reality that no treaty, no
mere scrap of paper, could ever accom-
plish more than to simply state the ob-
viousness of Greek freedom, which has
always endured for time immemorial,
despite whatever oppression encoun-
tered.

Indeed, did not the pen of the British
poet and doomed martyr to the cause
of Greek independence and freedom,
Lord Byron, write a testament to the
Greek people’s inherent love of liberty
when he wrote:

The Sword, the Banner, and the Field,
Glory and Greece, around me see!

The Spartan, borne upon his shield,
Was never more free.

And may Greece, Mr. Speaker, ever
be free.
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SMART SECURITY AND THE
NONMILITARY APPROACH

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BisHor of Utah). Under a previous
order of the House, the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, Pope
John Paul II has passed away. I talk
about him tonight because we can
learn a lesson from the way he lived his
life. I did not agree with a lot of what
the Pope believed in, but I agree with
the way he fought against that which
he believed was worth fighting.

When Pope John Paul II came into
office, the Soviet Union was a domi-
nant world power and communism was
a dominant ideology. John Paul II, who
grew up in Poland, knew firsthand the
atrocities that were often committed
in the name of communism. He fought
against the evils of communism by
speaking out and putting international
pressures on countries like the Soviet
Union, Hungary, and Poland. These
countries understood the threat that
they faced in this Pope, one strong-
willed man, who knew firsthand the
perils of the communist system. In
1989, the Soviet Union fell, partially as
a result of the Pope’s actions.

Then, as now, the world faced a
major conflict of ideologies. Instead of
communism, the major threat to our
generation is Islamic extremism per-
petrated by radical groups like al
Qaeda. And then, as now, the Pope be-
lieved that the proper response was to
apply international pressure to allevi-
ate a bad situation.

But instead of applying international
pressure and utilizing multilateral di-
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plomacy to fight terrorism, the re-
sponse by the Bush administration was
to send 150,000 troops into Iraq to ‘‘lib-
erate’ the country. Liberate the coun-
try from what, exactly? One bad leader
named Saddam Hussein? Make no mis-
take: the invasion of a country that
never posed a threat to the United
States, never harbored weapons of
mass destruction, and never main-
tained links to groups like al Qaeda is
the greatest misstep to occur during
George W. Bush’s Presidency.

One of the saddest parts about the
war in Iraq is the drastic toll it has
taken on the people of the United
States. This war has cost the lives of
more than 1,500 American soldiers. It
has caused nearly 12,000 to be gravely
wounded. The war has also killed tens
of thousands of innocent Iraqi civil-
ians.

And the financial cost of the war has
been no less burdensome. When the
Senate approves the latest $81.4 billion
supplemental spending bill, Congress
will have appropriated over $200 billion
for the war in Iraq in just over 2 years.
With no end in sight, President Bush
has even claimed that the thousands of
troops will remain in the country for
years to come, the total cost of the war
could be as much as $800 billion by the
time we finish blundering in the Middle
East. How many will be dead or wound-
ed by the time this war is done?

Despite the President’s solemn prom-
ise to fight terrorism, the Bush admin-
istration has overwhelmingly con-
centrated America’s resources on de-
veloping bigger and more expensive
weapons at the expense of other more
suitable security tools which will truly
keep Americans safe. If our country
has any hope of defeating terrorist
groups like al Qaeda, we need to utilize
the most important weapons in our ar-
senal, not bigger and more dangerous
guns and bombs, but international di-
plomacy, nonmilitary security, and
nonproliferation efforts.

That is why I have developed a
SMART Security Resolution for the
21st Century. SMART security is a sen-
sible, multilateral American response
to terrorism, and it is just what we
need to secure America for the future.
SMART security emphasizes the non-
military approach over the military
approach, considering war as an option
only when all other alternatives have
been totally exhausted.

If we went to war every time we had
a problem with another country’s lead-
er, there would be nothing left of the
United States. Imagine if we had
bombed the Soviet Union in the 1970s
during the Cold War. It would have
been the start of World War III.

It is time we left Iraq. This needs to
be done sooner, not later; and it is time
we started relying on the smarter ap-
proach. This is the only way to resolve
the complex while, at the same time,
keeping our men and women in the
military safe. Let us support a smarter
approach to the 21st century, an ap-
proach that I call SMART security.
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