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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. CAPITO).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 13, 2005.

I hereby appoint the Honorable SHELLY
MOORE CAPITO to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
——

PRAYER

Dr. Curt Dodd, Senior Pastor,
Westside Church, Omaha, Nebraska, of-
fered the following prayer:

Dear Heavenly Father, I ask You this
day to empower these representatives,
wherever they may be, both in this
House and in committee meetings,
with true spiritual sensitivity. Give
them wisdom to know the difference
between loud, hollow requests and op-
portunities to positively impact an en-
tire nation.

Protect them, O Father, from the
temptation to be politically correct for
the sake of a few while the audience of
heaven watches and millions in pos-
terity wait to weigh their influence.

Help them this day to engage with
purpose, using this platform for Your
glory and their personal growth. Pro-
tect their families, regardless of where
they may be this day. Surround them
with Your presence, giving confidence
that You have met their every need. In
turn, may they meet the needs of oth-
ers through their actions this day.

Help them enjoy the privilege of rep-
resenting millions of Americans this
day. May their decisions this day
change our country for the better to-
morrow. Give them great joy in what
they do in this place.

Father, may they experience what it
really means to be in peace because of

a relationship with You through Your
Son Jesus, for it is in Jesus’ name we
pray. Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. STEARNS)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. STEARNS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

RECOGNIZING PASTOR CURT
DODD’S MINISTRY FOR CHRIST

(Mr. TERRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, I have
the distinct honor to recognize Pastor
Curt Dodd, our guest chaplain in the
House of Representatives today, and I
also want to thank him for his
thoughtful and inspiring prayer.

Dr. Dodd began his ministry as an in-
tern at the First Baptist Church in
Houston, Texas, in 1973. He was called
to serve as associate pastor and then
senior pastor at several Texas churches
before shepherding the Metropolitan
Baptist Church in Houston. Under Dr.
Dodd’s pastoral leadership, ‘‘the Met”
received recognition as one of the fast-
est growing churches in Texas and the
Southern Baptist Convention.

From 1995 to 1999, Dr. Dodd was
called by God to leave his successful
ministry at the church to start a

church in Pueblo, Colorado, one of that
State’s most under-reached areas. With
his trademark enthusiasm and commit-
ment to the Lord, he initiated several
other church plants, including Fellow-
ship of the Rockies in Colorado
Springs. He then went to Florida to
Merit Island, and now serves as the
senior pastor of Westside Church in
Omaha, Nebraska, where my family
and I attend.

Dr. Dodd is also an accomplished au-
thor of three books: Add One to Grow
On; Hearts on Fire—the Keys to Dy-
namic Church Growth; and Running on
Empty in the Fast Lane.

With a heart for the local church and
kingdom expansion, he has served on
various national and international de-
nominational boards, but his greatest
accomplishments are seen in the eyes
of the men and women who have heard
and accepted the message he brings,
that Jesus is our Lord and Saviour who
died for our sins.

Madam Speaker, I know that I speak
for my colleagues when I say we are
proud and honored to have Dr. Dodd
with us today.

—————

IT IS TIME TO LEAD AMERICA TO
ENERGY INDEPENDENCE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, as summer ap-
proaches, I am concerned about the ef-
fect that rising gas prices are having
on family budgets and small busi-
nesses. In the past 3 weeks, gas prices
have skyrocketed by 19 cents because
of growing demand, high crude oil
prices, and higher refining costs.

Congress can help reduce gas prices
by finally implementing a comprehen-
sive national energy policy. For the
past 4 years, the House has passed
sound energy legislation that will re-
duce our reliance on foreign sources of
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energy, increase conservation and in-
crease the use of clean, modern and re-
liable sources of energy. But Demo-
crats are playing politics, smearing
ToM  DELAY, Dick CHENEY and
Condoleezza Rice, and the United
States still does not have a comprehen-
sive national energy policy.

South Carolina families need relief
from record high energy costs, and
Congress can now act to lead America
to greater energy independence. This is
a matter of economic and national se-
curity and we cannot afford to wait an-
other year.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September 11.

————

PROTECTING THE NATION FROM
AVIAN FLU

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, this
country is dangerously close to a real
biological crisis. Yesterday we learned
an American company mailed a deadly
avian flu strain to 37,000 laboratories in
the United States and around the world
as part of a routine test kit. The poten-
tial error is a reminder of the real dan-
ger of a flu pandemic and the millions
of deaths it could cause. It also re-
minds us of the responsibility as a Con-
gress and as a Nation to improve our
ability to produce and distribute flu
vaccine and to prepare for the pan-
demic.

The Flu Protection Act, which Sen-
ator BAYH and I introduced, would help
ensure that enough vaccine is produced
each year, fund research to combat
avian flu, and require the development
of contingency plans in the case of a
pandemic.

The impending crisis must encourage
this administration to take action
now. Earlier this month, President
Bush took an important step when he
authorized a quarantine to stem the
spread of avian flu.

In a letter that Senator BAYH and I
will send today to the White House,
there are other steps the President can
take without legislation. He can in-
crease our vaccine stockpiles, help
States and cities prepare for the crisis
of a pandemic, and provide the incen-
tives for vaccine manufacturers to in-
crease their production.

Madam Speaker, yesterday’s an-
nouncement reminds us that the next
flu pandemic is just around the corner,
and the time to act is now. Congress
and the President should not wait for
this disaster to reach our shores before
acting to protect this Nation.

————

SUPPORT THE CHILD INTERSTATE
ABORTION NOTIFICATION ACT

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, in most schools an underage child is
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prohibited from attending a school
field trip without first obtaining paren-
tal authorization, yet nothing forbids
this child from being taken across
State lines in disregard of State laws
for the purpose of undergoing a life-al-
tering procedure, an abortion.

Please note these documents from a
local school district in which it is re-
quired to have extensive information
and parental authorization for a simple
field trip or for a release for disburse-
ment of medication, a total of eight
pages for a field trip or for giving an
aspirin, even brought from the child’s
home. But for an abortion, nothing is
required.

My legislation, the Child Interstate
Abortion Notification Act, CIANA,
would make it a Federal offense to
transport an underage child across
State lines in circumvention of State
and local parental notification laws for
the purpose of having an abortion. It
will also require that, in a State with-
out a parental notification require-
ment, abortion providers be required to
notify a parent.

Today, CIANA will be marked up by
the House Committee on the Judiciary.
I hope we can pass the bill in the House
quickly to protect our underage girls.

————

THE CHARADE OF GOP LEADER-
SHIP REGARDING THE ESTATE
TAX

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker,
I was moved by the words of Dr. Dodd
from Omaha and thought about today’s
continuation of the charade our friends
in the Republican leadership play, a
very cynical game that they have done
every Congress since I have been here
that is both unnecessary and unjusti-
fied.

Instead of allowing the legislative
process to work here to deal with the
consensus that exists to raise estate
tax limits and solve problems of family
businesses and farms, instead they are
going to go through an empty effort to
repeal it altogether, which ultimately
they know will not happen.

In the meantime, this week, 2.9 mil-
lion families are caught in the snare of
the Alternative Minimum Tax, not the
fabulously wealthy who are dodging
taxes but hundreds of thousands of
hard-working, mnon-rich Americans,
whose only sin is, they pay their taxes,
they are raising their family and they
are saving for the future.

Rather than the fixing the Alter-
native Minimum Tax, today’s charade
is a shameful dereliction of duty for
American taxpayers.

LET THE DEATH TAX DIE FOR
GOOD
(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
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Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, it is time that we bury the
death tax today, once and for all. For
too long the American dream has
turned into the American nightmare
and for too many citizens and count-
less small businesses.

Many Americans with dreams take
risks, invest their savings, work long
hours, and the government keeps over
half of their assets when they die, 55
percent. That is the amount Wash-
ington takes with the death tax, 55 per-
cent, and that is not fair to anyone.

The death tax undermines our econ-
omy, and I know that we can do better.
It costs our economy over 250,000 jobs a
year. That is a quarter of a million
people who should be collecting pay-
checks rather than unemployment
checks.

Madam Speaker, the death tax is
hurting families, and it is killing our
small businesses. Freedom and liberty
demand that hard-working Americans
be able to leave their children the re-
sults of their success, not have Wash-
ington get a windfall. Let us act today
and let the death tax die for good.

————

ETHICAL SYSTEM OF U.S. HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to urge my Republican col-
leagues to join me in restoring the eth-
ical system to this Chamber.

Currently, a member of the Repub-
lican leadership is at the center of a
troubling array of investigations into
corruption, abuse of power and ethics
violations. Instead of being forthright
and open to these allegations, the Re-
publican leadership has stripped the
ethical rules of this institution to
cater and protect one of their own. By
doing so, Republican leadership has
abandoned a tradition of trust and
transparency in this body.

As Members of Congress, we are re-
sponsible to adhering to the ethical
guidelines set forth by this Congress.
As public servants, we must answer to
the American public, and while we
craft the law, we are not above the law.

I urge my colleagues to answer the
concerns of the American public and
remove the question of any possible
ethics violations that tarnish the rep-
utation of this Chamber. Democrats
want to restore strong, bipartisan eth-
ics rules. It is time Republicans join us
in passing the Mollohan resolution and
restore the ethical system and the in-
tegrity it upholds in the U.S. House of
Representatives.

——

DEMOCRACY IN THE MIDDLE EAST

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, it

has been 2 years since the United
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States troops entered Iraq, and it has
become clear that the democratic elec-
tions that have been provided to the
people of Iraq through this campaign
have begun to spread throughout the
region.

In Beirut on Monday, hundreds of
thousands of Lebanese protesters gath-
ered in Martyr Square, which some are
now calling Freedom Square, to dem-
onstrate for the removal of Syrian
troops to withdraw from Lebanon.
They chanted, ‘‘Sovereignty, Freedom,
and Independence.”’

When their prime minister was assas-
sinated 4 weeks ago and replaced with
a pro-Syrian prime minister, the Leba-
nese people took to the streets and
called for freedom. Their protests
sparked the resignation of the pro-Syr-
ian prime minister.

Because of U.S. efforts in the Middle
East, freedom is no longer something
inconceivable to the people of this re-
gion. Instead, they have witnessed the
spread of freedom to their neighbors
and have been empowered by it.

We must continue to support policies
which promote freedom in the Middle
East.

———————

MEMORIALIZING THE NATIONAL
DAY OF SILENCE

(Mr. FARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to provide a voice for those too
often silenced, the gay, lesbian, bisex-
ual and transgendered students who
face verbal, nonverbal and physical
harassment in our schools.

O 1015

Today is the National Day of Silence;
and across the country, students have
taken a vow of silence to protest the
discrimination and intolerance that
gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender
people face on a daily basis. We must
continue to promote the diversity that
makes our country so rich, while de-
nouncing stereotypes that make it
harder for youths to accept themselves.
Stereotypes also contribute to the har-
assment, prejudice, and discrimination
that silence GLBT youth.

For that reason, I am proud to spon-
sor H.R. 123, which memorializes the
National Day of Silence.

I would also like to highlight the new
campaign from the Gay Lesbian
Straight Education Network called
TeachRespect.org.

I would also like to thank Mat Fri-
day and Bruce Carlsen, community
members in my district who are work-
ing hard to make K-12 schools safe, and
especially Stewart Rosenstein, who is a
tireless advocate for the GLBT youth
in Santa Cruz, California.

I commend my colleague, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL), for
introducing such important legislation.
I urge my colleagues to be cosponsors.
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NATIONAL CRIME VICTIMS’
RIGHTS WEEK

(Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Madam
Speaker, this week is the 25th anniver-
sary of National Crime Victims’ Rights
Week. When President Reagan first an-
nounced National Crime Victims’
Rights Week, he said, ‘“For too long,
the victims of crime have been the for-
gotten persons of our criminal justice
system. Each new victim personally
represents an instance in which the
system has failed, and lack of concern
for victims compounds that failure.”

The Crime Victims’ Rights constitu-
tional amendment is an important step
forward that will empower crime vic-
tims by allowing them to confront
their assailants in court and alerting
them of prisoner releases and allowing
victims to seek restitution from their
attackers.

Last Congress, we passed the PRO-
TECT Act, also known as the Amber
Alert bill. The PROTECT Act stiffens
penalties for sex offenders, eliminated
the statute of limitations for these
crimes, and created a national Amber
Alert system. We passed the Debbie
Smith Act, which funds expanding and
improving the quality of crime labs to
conduct DNA analyses to catch sex of-
fenders and other criminals, ensuring
that the right person is going to jail.

But there is more we can do. Last
year, Minnesota suffered a great trag-
edy with Dru Sjodin being abducted.
We need to pass Dru’s Law this year.

————

ARROGANT MAJORITY
DISMANTLES ETHICS PROCESS

(Ms. SLAUGHTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, a
dark cloud and a suspicion of corrup-
tion hangs over this House of Rep-
resentatives. It is the talk of the Na-
tion. With no Committee on Standards
of Official Conduct or reasonable eth-
ical standards to speak of, there is no
hope that the dark cloud will recede
and that daylight will be let in.

By systematically dismantling the
House ethics process, the majority has
denied this House the right to inves-
tigate its own Members and thus be-
trayed our core American values. Hon-
esty, integrity, and accountability, the
values, which should be the hallmark
of this government, have instead been
thrown under the bus by an arrogant
majority, casualties in a misguided
campaign to shield from accountability
those who abuse this House.

This House cannot function without
an open, accountable, and independent
ethics process; and the molestation of
that process by the majority is an
abuse of power that cannot stand.

It is for these reasons I have repeat-
edly asked the Chair of the Committee
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on Rules to hold a bipartisan ethics
hearing. As guardians of the demo-
cratic process, our Committee on Rules
has the unique responsibility to pro-
tect the integrity of this hallowed in-
stitution.

What are we waiting for? This dark
cloud must be lifted, the air must be
cleansed, and the ethics rules must be
fully restored, because the very credi-
bility of the government and its ability
to lead the American people hang in
the balance.

——
DEATH TAX REPEAL PERMA-
NENCY ACT KEEPS FAMILY

FARMS THRIVING

(Mr. RYUN of Kansas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to urge my colleagues
to vote to permanently repeal the
death tax. The death tax hurts average
Americans who have worked hard to
build a family business and want to
pass it on to their children.

Arguments from my colleagues on
the other side of the aisle ignore those
who the death tax hurts the most. I am
particularly concerned about one group
of people impacted by the death tax,
and that is the family farm.

There are approximately 2 million
family farms in America, many of
which are in my district, the second
district of Kansas. These farms produce
94 percent of the American agricultural
products that are sold. More impor-
tantly, however, they pay death taxes
as high as 47 percent when they deed
the farm to their children. Further-
more, there are twice as many farm es-
tates paying death taxes than any
other type of estates combined. This
troubles me because family farms can-
not afford to pay high taxes that could
be pushing them out of business.

Unless we act, the death tax will be
reinstated in 2011. If that happens,
countless family farms will be forced
to sell land, buildings, and equipment,
putting them out of business.

For this reason, I urge my colleagues
to vote in favor of the family farm and
vote for the Death Tax Repeal Perma-
nency Act.

————
REPUBLICAN-LEANING “PLAIN
DEALER” EDITORIAL SEEKS

BREATH OF INTEGRITY

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, from April 8, a Plain Dealer edi-
torial from a Cleveland Republican-
leaning newspapers writes: ‘“‘Tom
DeLay, the House Majority Leader, can
fashion what to him is a reasonable ex-
planation for each of the ethics ques-
tions increasingly being raised against
him.

“‘It’s a witch hunt by a Democrat
out to destroy him,’”” DeLay responds.
This is the Plain Dealer writing.
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“To each of these and far too many
more defensive responses, his faithful
defenders, especially those who have
bathed regularly under the campaign
money spigot he controls, shout a loud
“amen’ and accuse the Times and Post
of mounting a liberal smear campaign.

“But the ranks of DeLay’s defenders
shrink almost daily, as they should.”

The Republican-leaning Plain Dealer
then asks: “Is the Sugarland sugar
daddy the best their party has to offer
the Nation in this key leadership post?
Can they not find a fellow Republican
wise enough to avoid, in terms he
might understand, the very appearance
of evil? Can’t someone open a window
and let in a breath of integrity to blow
the growing stench out of the people’s
Chamber?”’

Words from a newspaper that en-
dorsed George Bush in 2000, the Cleve-
land Plain Dealer, April 8.

————

SANDY BERGER’S DEAL IS SHADY

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, last
year, former Clinton National Security
Adviser Sandy Berger stole classified
documents from the National Archives,
five copies of an ‘“‘after-action’” memo
on the 2000 millennium terror plot, to
be precise. He later destroyed, he cut
up, three of the copies that contained
handwritten notes from administration
officials. Then, he lied about it to Fed-
eral investigators. The memo was se-
verely critical of the Clinton adminis-
tration’s handling of the incident.

Recently, we learned that Mr. Berger
made a deal with Federal officials, and
the deal was not 5 years in prison in-
stead of 10. No, he gets a slap on the
wrist in exchange for admitting he lied.

So let us just make sure we have the
score right here. Martha Stewart tells
a lie about a stock sale; she goes to
prison. Sandy Berger lies about steal-
ing and destroying national security
documents; he gets a slap on the wrist.
So send the person who lied about
money to jail, but go easy on the per-
son who lied about stolen and de-
stroyed classified documents who tried
to cover up the public record on an
issue of life and death and national se-
curity.

Justice? Sorry to say, not this time.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE DAN
PEARL

(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to the honorable Dan Pearl.

Mayor Pearl retired in 1972 to the
town of Sunrise, Florida, in Broward
County after having served 30 years as
a parole officer with the New York Di-
vision of Parole.
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In 1979, he was first elected to the
Sunrise City Council and later served
as mayor and deputy mayor. It was
during his tenure as mayor that Sun-
rise made the transition from a strong-
mayor system to a professionalized
city government administered by a
city manager.

In appreciation of his tireless service
to his community, county officials
took the unprecedented step of naming
the Oakland Park Boulevard Library
after Mayor Pearl in 1993.

Those of us who had the pleasure of
working with Mayor Pearl will always
remember his contributions and in-
sights as a public servant. He was a
member of numerous boards and orga-
nizations, including the Florida League
of Cities, the Gold Coast League of Cit-
ies, the Broward Planning Council, the
South Florida Regional Planning Coun-
cil, and the American Cancer Society.

His death in 1996 was a tremendous
loss to his family, colleagues, and the
citizens of south Florida; but we will
always remember the warmth, sin-
cerity, and friendliness of Dan Pearl
that he shared with everyone.

On behalf of the people of south Flor-
ida, it is my honor to salute the life
and legacy of Mayor Dan Pearl.

————

END THE TYRANNY OF ANXIETY
OF APRIL 15

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, it is
April 13; and to my fellow American
procrastinators I say, 2 days and count-
ing, until tax day, April 15.

In 2003 alone, Americans spent $203
billion just preparing our taxes, let
alone paying for them. Madam Speak-
er, 1 billion hours in annual paperwork
has been added to tax preparation in
just the last 10 years.

Think of these comparisons: in 2003,
your 1040 form is 73 lines long. In 1935
it was 34 lines long. In 2003, your 1040
booklet was 131 pages. When it was cre-
ated in 1935, it was 2 pages.

Are we having fun yet? I say no.

Today we will scrap the death tax,
and well we should. But while we are at
it, let this majority rededicate itself to
scrap the code, to create a new flatter
and fairer and simpler system that
ends the tyranny of April 15 on the
American people, a tyranny of anxiety.

———

ETHICS ISSUES SHOULD BE AD-
DRESSED IN THE HOUSE COM-
MITTEE ON STANDARDS OF OF-
FICIAL CONDUCT

(Mr. CROWLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, the
ethics of this House, the people’s
House, and this leadership have been
questioned.

Madam Speaker, the leadership of
the majority is being investigated by
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no more than 15 newspaper investiga-
tive reporters. And while all this hap-
pens, the Committee on Standards of
Official Conduct, our Committee on
Standards of Official Conduct, stands
silent, locked tighter than a drum,
deadlocked. This time, the majority
cannot blame anyone but themselves.
They cannot blame the Democratic
Party.

The majority threw out the rules and
House ethics. They removed the former
Chair because of his independence and
changed the rules to make delay and
denial easier and facts harder to find.

The ethics issues that are being in-
vestigated need to be addressed, and
where they should be addressed is in
the House Committee on Standards of
Official Conduct.

The Republicans need to break this
logjam and make the Committee on
Standards of Official Conduct the most
respected committee in the Congress,
instead of the partisan political tool
that it has become.

——————

MAJORITY AGENDA UNFAIR AND
UNAMERICAN

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, the House majority today is
about to increase our deficit by $290
billion. We are going to offer an alter-
native; but they will reject that alter-
native so that they can take care of
three-tenths of 1 percent of the very
wealthiest people in this country. For
the difference in cost, you could re-
store food stamps to 300,000 families;
you could restore medical care to the 7
million poor elderly people in the nurs-
ing homes that you just cut from the
Medicaid program; you could restore
300,000 day care slots for poor children.

These are people who suffer from the
accident of birth and, in many cases,
only because of the accident of birth;
in order to reward a handful of families
who are advantaged by the accident of
birth, who have the very best edu-
cation, the very best contacts, the very
best prospects for economic success,
and yet we will take billions, tens of
billions, hundreds of billions of dollars
out of Federal revenue to reward that
three-tenths of 1 percent. That is un-
fair, and it is un-American. This was
envisioned as a Nation of equal oppor-
tunity, not one of inherited aristoc-
racy.

———

BRING BACK INTEGRITY TO THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. McGOVERN. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to discuss the Republican
majority’s ongoing disregard for the
democratic process in the TUnited
States House of Representatives.

In the last Congress, the arrogance of
power coming from the other side of
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the aisle was breathtaking. This Con-
gress, it is only getting worse.

The majority has consistently used
closed and highly-restrictive rules to
stop Members of both parties from of-
fering amendments to important legis-
lation. They have rushed major bills to
the floor without even giving Members
a chance to read them. They have
given special interests and their lobby-
ists unprecedented access and influ-
ence. Votes were kept open for hours in
an attempt to threaten Members into
voting a certain way, and they have
completely gutted the ethics process
here in the House.

This blatant disregard for democracy
shows disrespect, not just for Members
of Congress but, more importantly, for
the people we all represent; and it has
to stop. We can start by reestablishing
a real bipartisan Committee on Stand-
ards of Official Conduct and restoring
the meaningful ethics rules that the
Republican leadership threw away in
January.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to bring back the integrity of
this House.

———
O 1030

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
CAPITO). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the Chair will postpone further
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or on
which the vote is objected to under
clause 6 of rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later in the day.

——————

JUSTIN W. WILLIAMS UNITED
STATES ATTORNEY’S BUILDING

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1463) to designate a portion of
the Federal building located at 2100
Jamieson Avenue, in Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, as the ‘“‘Justin W. Williams
United States Attorney’s Building’’.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 1463

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The building and struc-
ture described in subsection (b) shall be
known and designated as the ‘“Justin W. Wil-
liams United States Attorney’s Building’’.

(b) DESCRIPTION.—The building and struc-
ture to be designated under subsection (a) is
that portion of the Federal building located
at 2100 Jamieson Avenue, in Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, that is attached to the Federal build-
ing’s main tower structure, described as A-
Wing in the architectural plans, and cur-
rently occupied by the Office of the United
States Attorney for the Eastern District of
Virginia, Alexandria Division.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation,
document, paper, or other record of the
United States to the building and structure
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described in section 1(b) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“Justin W. Williams
United States Attorney’s Building”’.

SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated
such sums as may be necessary for appro-
priate identifying designations to be affixed
to the building and structure described in
section 1(b) and for an appropriate plaque re-
flecting the designation and honoring Justin
W. Williams and his service to the Nation to
be affixed to or displayed in such building
and structure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. SHUSTER) and the
gentleman from California (Mr. HONDA)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHUSTER).

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

H.R. 1463 introduced by the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. ToM DAVIS)
designates a portion of the United
States courthouse located at 2100
Jamieson Avenue in Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, as the Justin W. Williams United
States Attorney’s Building. The full
courthouse is known as the Albert V.
Bryan United States Courthouse.

This is the second time this matter
has come before the House, having pre-
viously been considered during the
108th Congress when it passed by voice
vote. As before, the bill has the bipar-
tisan support of the entire Virginia del-
egation.

Born in New York City in 1942, Justin
Williams earned his Bachelor’s degree
from Columbia University in 1963 and
his law degree from the University of
Virginia in 1967. After graduation, Jus-
tin Williams embarked upon his legal
career. From 1967 until 1986, he worked
for the Department of Justice Criminal
Division, served as Assistant Common-
wealth Attorney in Arlington County,
and Assistant U.S. attorney for the
Bastern District of Virginia based in
Alexandria.

In 1986, Justin Williams was ap-
pointed chief of the Criminal Division
and served in that capacity until his
death in 2003.

It is my honor to bring this bill to
the floor, which honors a dedicated
American who spent his entire career
making America safer for everyone. I
support this legislation and encourage
my colleagues to do the same.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 1436 is a bill to designate a por-
tion of the Alexandria courthouse lo-
cated at 2100 Jamieson Avenue as the
Justin W. Williams United States At-
torney’s Building. In the 108th Con-
gress, an identical bill, H.R. 3428, was
introduced but did not receive action
from the other body.

H.R. 1463 was introduced by my col-
league, the gentleman from Virginia
(Mr. ToMm DAVIS), and enjoys strong bi-
partisan support.

U.S. Attorney Justin Williams was
an extraordinary public servant who
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served the citizens of Virginia for over
30 years. He received his undergraduate
degree from Colombia University and
his law degree from the University of
Virginia. During his 33 years as a Fed-
eral prosecutor he supervised or was di-
rectly involved in every major Federal
prosecution in the Eastern District of
Virginia.

His career is filled with numerous
awards and honors, including the At-
torney General’s Award for Excellence
that is awarded for furthering the in-
terests of national security, the Direc-
tor’s award for superior performance in
years 1990, 2000, 2002, and Sustained Su-
perior Performance for the years 1990,
1991, 1997, 1998 and 1999.

In addition to being an outstanding
lawyer, Justin Williams was a thought-
ful mentor, loyal friend, outstanding
role model, devoted husband and loving
father; and it is most fitting we honor
the distinguished career of this dedi-
cated public servant with this designa-
tion.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
WOLF).

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R. 1463, which my
colleague and good friend, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. ToM DAVIS),
introduced to recognize the important
contributions Justin W. Williams made
to justice and freedom in our society.

The gentleman from Virginia (Chair-
man DAVIS) is in a markup in the full
committee and asked if I would come
over to read this statement to rep-
resent him.

Justice Williams was born in New
York City in 1942, earned a Bachelor’s
Degree, as was said, from Columbia
University in 1963 and a law degree
from UVA in 1967.

After law school, he worked for the
Department of Justice Criminal Divi-
sion from 1967 through 1968, then served
as Assistant Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney in Arlington County from 1968 to
1970.

His career as a Federal prosecutor
began on May 11, 1970. During the ensu-
ing 33 years he was either directly in-
volved or supervised every major Fed-
eral prosecution in the Eastern Dis-
trict of Virginia; and, as Members
know, that is one the more difficult
districts in the country.

Mr. Williams was appointed Acting
United States Attorney on two occa-
sions, June, 1979, to November, 1981,
and January, 1986, to June, 1986.

He was also at various times First
Assistant United States Attorney, Sen-
ior Litigation Counsel and, for most of
his career, Chief of the Criminal Divi-
sion of the United States Attorney’s
Office for the Eastern District of Vir-
ginia.

As Chief of the Criminal Division,
Justin Williams supervised over 100
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prosecutors and oversaw such high-pro-
file trials as U.S. vs. Aldrich Ames, Al-
drich Ames, a spy from the CIA who
sold out his government; U.S. vs. Rob-
ert Hanssen, Robert Hanssen, an FBI
agent who sold out his government to
the Soviet Union, both of whom were
convicted for spying for the Soviet
Union.

He also led the prosecution of the
Virginia Jihad Network.

His many accomplishments, far too
numerous to list, include the Attorney
General’s Award for Excellence in fur-
thering the Interest of the United
States National Security, Section 2002,
as well as three Director’s Awards for
Superior Performance as an Assistant
United States Attorney.

On August 31, 2003, Mr. Williams died
tragically at the age of 61 from an ap-
parent heart attack as he jogged along
the Potomac River in Old Town, Alex-
andria, Virginia, leaving his wife, Su-
zanne, and children Andrew and
Caitlin.

His untimely death marked the end
of a career of a truly remarkable public
servant who was loved and respected by
all his colleagues and those who had
the pleasure of knowing him.

Mr. Williams was revered as a mentor
and role model, and his legacy will
serve as a testimonial to courage, con-
viction, fairness and decency.

Madam Speaker, we owe Justin Wil-
liams and his family and all those in
the legal field who have chosen a ca-
reer in public service a debt of grati-
tude.

I urge my colleagues to forever re-
member Justin Williams and keep a
record in our mind and in our hearts as
we pass by the building. And on behalf
of the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
ToM DAVIS), Chairman DAVIS, I urge
the support of this and will supply the
statement for the record.

Madam Speaker, | rise today in support of
H.R. 1463, which my colleague and good
friend ToMm DAVIS introduced to recognize the
important contributions Justin  W. Williams
made to justice and freedom in our society.

Justin W. Williams was born in New York
City in 1942. He earned his Bachelor's Degree
from Columbia University in 1963 and his law
degree from the University of Virginia in 1967.
After law school, he worked for the Depart-
ment of Justice, Criminal Division from 1967—
1968, then served as Assistant Common-
wealth’s Attorney in Arlington County from
1968-1970.

Mr. Williams’ career as a Federal prosecutor
began on May 11, 1970. During the ensuing
33 years he was either directly involved in or
supervised every major federal prosecution in
the Eastern District of Virginia. Mr. Williams
was appointed Acting United States Attorney
on two occasions, June 1979 to November
1981 and January 1986 to June 1986. He was
also at various times First Assistant United
States Attorney, Senior Litigation Counsel, and
for most of his illustrious career Chief of the
Criminal Division of the United States Attor-
ney’s Office for the Eastern District of Virginia.
As Chief of the Criminal Division, Justin Wil-
liams supervised over 100 prosecutors, and
oversaw such high profile trials as U.S. v. Al-
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drich Ames, U.S. v. Robert Hanssen, both of
whom were convicted of spying for the Soviet
Union. He also led the prosecution of the Vir-
ginia Jihad Network.

His many accomplishments and awards, far
too numerous to list, included the Attorney
General's Award for Excellence in Furthering
the Interest of the United States National Se-
curity (2002), as well as three Directors’
Awards for Superior Performance as an As-
sistant United States Attorney.

On August 31, 2003, Mr. Williams died trag-
ically at the age of 61 from an apparent heart
attack as he jogged along the Potomac River
in Old Town, Alexandria, Virginia, leaving his
wife Suzanne and children Andrew and Caitlin.
His untimely death marked the end of a career
of a truly remarkable public servant who was
loved and respected by all of his colleagues
and those who had the pleasure of knowing
him. Mr. Wiliams was revered as a mentor
and role model and his legacy will serve as a
testimonial to courage, conviction, fairness,
and decency.

Madam Speaker, we owe Justin Williams,
and all those in the legal field who have cho-
sen a career in public service a debt of grati-
tude. | urge all my colleagues to forever re-
member Justin Williams and to keep a record
in our minds, and in our hearts, of the great
sacrifices made by all men and women in the
legal community who have served and con-
tinue to serve our great Nation.

| thank the Virginia delegation for their sup-
port of this resolution and | ask all members
to support H.R. 1463.

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, I yield
3 minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. MORAN).

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I thank my friend and col-
league from California (Mr. HONDA) for
yielding me this time in order to give
some much-deserved recognition to
Justin Williams.

As our colleague, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. WOLF) has explained,
Chairman DAVIS has to be in a hearing,
but I know the chairman is very much
disappointed he is not able to speak on
this bill that he introduced.

We want to name the Federal build-
ing on Jamieson Avenue in Alexandria,
Virginia, just by the Federal court-
house, after Justin Williams because he
was such an outstanding Federal pros-
ecutor.

He passed away August 31, 2003, while
he was running along the Potomac
River in Old Town. He had a heart at-
tack. We lost a tremendous asset to the
country and to the Department of Jus-
tice. Mr. Williams was also a wonderful
friend to all who knew and worked
with him.

Justin Williams began his career as a
lawyer after attending Columbia Uni-
versity. He then went to law school at
the University of Virginia, where he
graduated in 1967.

He then moved to the Washington,
DC, area and worked at the Depart-
ment of Justice Criminal Division. In
1968, he served as the Commonwealth’s
attorney for Arlington County before
going back to the Federal Government
in 1970.

He then became a Federal prosecutor
for the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Alex-
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andria, was named Chief of the Crimi-
nal Division and an Assistant U.S. At-
torney for the Eastern District of Vir-
ginia.

As a Federal prosecutor, as has been
said, he was responsible for the pros-
ecution of several terribly important
high-profile cases, including Aldrich
Ames, Robert Hanssen, and many cases
involving terrorists after September 11.
After the Robert Hanssen case, Mr.
Williams was honored by Attorney
General Ashcroft for his role in that
prosecution.

He has received so many awards for
his accomplishments as a Federal pros-
ecutor that we can’t list them all here.
He was named Acting U.S. Attorney on
two separate occasions. But he will be
most remembered not just for the acco-
lades that he received but for the kind-
ness that he showed toward those he
served throughout his tenure.

As a supervisor for more than a hun-
dred other prosecutors, he was a men-
tor and a role model to the attorneys
that were just beginning their careers.
He had an incredible ability to remem-
ber cases, to put cases in context. He
was always willing to share that exten-
sive knowledge with his colleagues.

He had a superb reputation with the
judges he worked with and was known
for having a very sound legal mind. Ev-
erybody remembers him for his sense of
humor, his humility and his good judg-
ment.

We want to pass along our condo-
lences to Mr. Williams’ wife, Suzanne,
his children, Andrew and Caitlin, and
the other members of his extended
family, his friends and his colleagues
who feel his loss so deeply. His memory
will not soon fade.

His service not only to our Nation
but also to the people of Virginia cer-
tainly justifies naming this building by
the Federal courthouse in Alexandria
the Justin W. Williams United States
Attorney’s Building. His lasting legacy
will be felt by all who work in this Fed-
eral building and especially by those
who carry the responsibility of work-
ing as a Federal prosecutor in the fu-
ture. May they be inspired by Mr. Wil-
liams’ commitment to excellence and
service to our country.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, | rise in
support of H.R. 1463, a bill to designate the A-
Wing portion of the new United States court-
house located at 2100 Jamieson Ave, in Alex-
andria, Virginia as the “Justin W. Williams
United States Attorney’s Building.”

This designation honors former Assistant
U.S. Attorney Justin Williams. Mr. Williams en-
joyed a remarkable and distinguished career
in public service. After his graduation from the
University of Virginia Law School in 1967, he
accepted a job as an attorney in the Criminal
Division in the U.S. Department of Justice. He
also served as an Assistant Commonwealth’s
Attorney in Arlington County, Virginia, and in
1970, he accepted an appointment as an As-
sistant U.S. Attorney in the Eastern District of
Virginia where he served for 33 years until his
death in August 2003.

At various times in his career, he held the
position of Acting U.S. Attorney, First Assistant
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U.S. Attorney, Senior Litigation Counsel, and
Chief of the Criminal Division for the Eastern
District of Virginia. As Chief of the Criminal Di-
vision, to which he was appointed in 1986, Mr.
Williams was involved in virtually all major fed-
eral prosecutions in that District and was re-
sponsible for many high profile cases, includ-
ing U.S. v. Aldrich Ames and U.S. v. Robert
Hanssen. In each position, he consistently dis-
played the highest levels of professionalism,
serving with distinction and honor.

During his long and distinguished career,
Mr. Williams received a number of awards and
honors, including the U.S. Attorney General’s
Award for Excellence in Further in the Inter-
ests of U.S. National Security. He was deeply
admired by all his colleagues and loved by his
family and friends, and he served as a role
model and mentor for all worked with him in
the U.S. Attorney’s office.

H.R. 1463 has strong bipartisan support
from many members of the Virginia delega-
tion. | also support the bill and urge its pas-
sage.

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SHUSTER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1463.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

on

————
REYNALDO G. GARZA AND
FILEMON B. VELA UNITED

STATES COURTHOUSE

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 483) to designate a United
States courthouse in Brownsville,
Texas, as the “Reynaldo G. Garza and
Filemon B. Vela United States Court-
house”.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 483

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

The United States courthouse located at
the corner of Seventh Street and East Jack-
son Street in Brownsville, Texas, shall be
designated and known as the ‘“‘Reynaldo G.
Garza and Filemon B. Vela United States
Courthouse”.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation,
document, paper, or other record of the
United States to the United States court-
house referred to in section 1 shall be deemed
to be a reference to the ‘“‘Reynaldo G. Garza
and Filemon B. Vela United States Court-
house”.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. SHUSTER) and the
gentleman from California (Mr. HONDA)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHUSTER).

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

H.R. 438, introduced by the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. ORTIZ), des-
ignates the United States courthouse
located in Brownsville, Texas, as the
Reynaldo G. Garza and Filemon B.
Vela United States courthouse.

This is the second time the Congress
has considered this matter, having pre-
viously passed identical legislation by
voice vote during the 108th Congress.

This legislation honors two men for
their service to their country, both in-
side and out of public service.

Reynaldo Guerra Garza was born in
Brownsville, Texas, and spent his life-
time serving that community.

President Kennedy appointed then
State Judge Garza to the U.S. District
Court for the Southern District of
Texas in 1961. At that time, Judge
Garza became the first Mexican Amer-
ican on any U.S. District Court.

In 1979, when Jimmy Carter ap-
pointed him to the Fifth Circuit Court
of Appeals, Judge Garza became the
first Mexican American to serve in
that position.

Filemon Bartolome Vela was born
and raised in Harlingen, Texas. Like
Judge Garza, he dedicated his life to
South Texas, first as a State judge and
then as a Federal judge, taking over
the District Court seat vacated by
Judge Garza upon his appointment to
the Circuit Court of Appeals.

Judge Vela is perhaps best known in
the community for his work with
schools, encouraging youth education
and literacy programs.
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This naming is fitting tribute to
their dedicated service, and I urge my
colleagues to support this legislation.

I would also like to recognize my col-
league, the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
ORTIZ), for his dedication to bringing
this legislation to the floor. I thank
him for ensuring these men are recog-
nized for their service.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I join with the gen-
tleman from Brownsville, Texas (Mr.
ORTIZ), in supporting H.R. 483, a bill to
name the courthouse in Brownsville,
Texas, as the Reynaldo G. Garza-
Filemon B. Vela United States Court-
house.

Madam Speaker, this bill honors the
life and works of two extraordinary
Mexican Americans. The first honoree,
Judge Reynaldo Garza, was born in
Brownsville in 1915. He graduated from
local elementary schools as well as
Brownsville High School. After grad-
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uating from Brownsville Junior Col-
lege, he attended the University of
Texas where he received the combined
degrees of Bachelor of Arts and Bach-
elor of Law.

Judge Garza served his country dur-
ing World War II in the Air Force.
After the war he returned to Browns-
ville to practice law.

In 1961 President Kennedy appointed
Judge Garza to the district court for
the Southern District of Texas. In 1979
President Carter appointed him to the
United States Court of Appeals for the
5th Circuit. In addition to his judicial
duties, Judge Garza has long been in-
terested in education issues.

He served former Governors dJohn
Connally and Mark White on commis-
sions to improve the quality of edu-
cation in Texas. Judge Garza recog-
nized the importance of education in
judicial proceedings and his concern
for uneducated men at the mercy of un-
scrupulous people.

Judge Garza was very active in his
church and has served the Knights of
Columbus in the Brownsville area for
many years.

Pope Pius XII twice decorated Judge
Garza for his work on behalf of public
charities. In 1989 Judge Garza was hon-
ored by the University of Texas with a
Distinguished Alumnus Award.

His record of public service includes
the work with the Rotary Club, the
Latin-American Relation Committee
in Brownsville, trustee at his law
school, advisory council for the Boy
Scouts, and he was elected as the city
commissioner for the City of Browns-
ville.

It is fitting and proper to honor
Judge Garza’s outstanding, rich life,
his commitment to excellence and his
numerous public contributions.

The second honoree, Madam Speaker,
Judge Filemon Vela, was also a native
Texan and a veteran of the United
States Army. He attended Texas
Southmost College and the University
of Texas. His law degree is from St.
Mary’s School of Law in San Antonio.

Judge Vela served as a commissioner
of the City of Brownsville. He was a
member of the Judges Advisory Com-
mittee to the U.S. Sentencing Commis-
sion. Judge Vela is a former law in-
structor and an attorney for the Cam-
eron County Child Welfare Depart-
ment.

His civic activities including being
the charter president for the Esperanza
Home for Boys and the co-sponsor of
the Spanish Radio Program ‘‘Enrich
Your Life, Complete Your Studies.”
Judge Vela’s other civic activities in-
clude membership on the Independent
School District Task Force and mem-
bership in the general assembly of the
Texas Catholic Conference. He is also
an active member of the Lions Club.

Judge Vela was nominated by Presi-
dent Carter for the Federal bench and
was confirmed by the United States
Senate in 1980.

Judge Vela’s career is filled with suc-
cesses, commitment to his family, de-
votion to his religion and his church,
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love for his work and respect for his
colleagues. It is most fitting to honor
Judge Vela with this designation.

I join the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
ORTIZ) in supporting H.R. 483.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, I yield
3 minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. ORTIZ), the author of this bill.

Mr. ORTIZ. Madam Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me time. I
think the gentleman has done a great
job in describing the contributions of
two great giants from south Texas. I
want to thank the gentleman from
Alaska (Mr. YOUNG) and the gentleman
from West Virginia (Mr. MOLLOHAN)
and the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. SHUSTER) and all those involved
who helped expedite this bill.

This is not the first time this bill has
been before the House. It has passed
two or three times, but it has stalled in
the Senate. This bill would rename the
Brownsville courthouse for two legisla-
tive giants from south Texas. This bill
will rename the courthouse the
Reynaldo G. Garza and the Filemon B.
Vela United States Courthouse.

We have a wealth of riches in south
Texas, including these two giants of
men. Reynaldo Garza was the first His-
panic appointed to the Federal bench
by President John F. Kennedy in 1961
and Judge Filemon Vela was appointed
to the Federal bench by President
Jimmy Carter back in 1980. Both of
these men have become legends in the
south Texas area by virtue of their
commitment to education and to our
community. Both heroes passed away
last year.

This legislation is noncontroversial,
and I hope the Senate will quickly con-
sider and pass this as well.

I thank the House and my friends for
helping expedite this bill again to get
to the floor.

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. HINOJOSA).

Mr. HINOJOSA. Madam Speaker, I
rise today in strong support of H.R. 483,
the Garza-Vela United States Court-
house Designation Act, offered by my
colleague and my good friend, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. ORTIZ).

This bill pays tribute to two great
Americans, Federal Judge Reynaldo
Garza and Federal Judge Filemon Vela
who were judicial legends in the great
State of Texas.

Judge Garza was the Nation’s first
Mexican American Federal district
judge appointed to the Federal bench
by President Kennedy in 1961. This out-
standing man had done advanced study
in the field of law and was a great ora-
tor.

Judge Garza served our Nation
through the turbulent years of the civil
rights movement. His decisions con-
tributed to the changes that opened up
many opportunities for minorities.
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In 1976 President Carter asked him to
serve as the Nation’s Attorney Gen-
eral, but he declined because he did not
want to leave his beloved south Texas
and his service on the Federal bench.
He did, however, accept an appoint-
ment to the 5th Court of Appeals by
President Carter and for many years
commuted back and forth between
south Texas and the circuit court in
New Orleans.

In 1982 he obtained senior status; and
even after his retirement, he remained
active by filling in on the bench when-
ever he was needed. He was committed
to education, particularly in encour-
aging literacy; and he was known and
highly respected by everyone for the
even-handed way in which he dispensed
justice.

I served 1 year as foreman of a Fed-
eral grand jury which he appointed in
his district court in Brownsville,
Texas. It was a privilege and a pleasure
to work with him and meet in his
chamber where I witnessed firsthand
the honesty, the integrity, and compas-
sion of this gentleman from south
Texas.

His last official act took place from
his hospital bed when he officiated the
swearing in of his protege, Federal
Judge Ricardo H. Hinojosa, as the new
chairman of the Federal Sentencing
Commission.

Judge Vela was nominated to the
Federal bench by President Carter in
1980. He became an expert on compara-
tive American and Mexican law. Dur-
ing his tenure, the Federal docket dra-
matically increased due to the enor-
mous population growth in south
Texas. Yet despite the heavy case load,
Judge Vela fought to ensure that every
person received prompt and fair treat-
ment. He worked tirelessly to design
and have built the new courthouse in
Brownsville. It is indeed fitting that
his name will be on this new Federal
courthouse.

Judge Vela, like his good friend
Judge Garza, was known for his impec-
cable integrity and his willingness to
mentor young attorneys. He also was
passionate about teaching children
about the law and the criminal justice
system in order to encourage them to
make right choices of life. He would
bring inmates to school auditorium
programs to tell children about the
mistakes they had made and the con-
sequences they suffered as a result.

Judge Vela had one of the longest
running and most successful radio pro-
grams on legal subjects which was
broadcast in Spanish to more than 2
million listeners in south Texas and
northern Mexico.

He also participated in 220 Spanish
radio programs entitled ‘‘Enriquezca
Su Vida, Termine Sus Estudios,”
meaning ‘‘enrich your life, complete
your studies,” that focused on encour-
aging children to stay in school and off
drugs.

He was tireless when it came to com-
munity involvement and showing com-
passion for low-income families. I am
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proud to have called him my second
cousin.

He gave countless hours as a mentor
and leader to youth programs whether
as an attorney for the Cameron County
Child Welfare Department, as founder
of the Esperanza Home for Boys, or as
the Chair of the Board of Rio Grande
Marine Institute Home for Youth.

We lost both of these great men last
year, but their service to the people of
Texas and to this great Nation must
not be forgotten.

I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation that provides a fitting trib-
ute to these two great Americans.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H.R. 483, a bill to honor two
members of the United States Judiciary. The
bill would designate the federal courthouse lo-
cated in Brownsville, Texas as the Reynaldo
G. Garza and the Filemon B. Vela United
States Courthouse. I'd like to recognize the
Gentleman from Texas, Congressman ORTIZ,
for introducing this bill. The Gentleman intro-
duced this same legislation in the 108th Con-
gress, which passed the House last Sep-
tember. Unfortunately, the Other Body did not
act on that bill. | am hopeful that with our pa