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city of West Warwick will represent
the State of Rhode Island in this na-
tional event: Mikaela Condon, Ahmahd
Elshanawany, Michela Fleury, Katelyn
Grandchamp, Jaclyn Henry, Katelyn
Kelly, Shaina Lamchick, Adam
Larocque, Lyndsey Miller, Johnathon
Myers, Cheryl Nary, Amanda Simas,
William Stranahan, Larissa Swenson,
and David Yates. Led by their teacher
Mr. Marc Leblanc, these outstanding
students won their statewide competi-
tion and earned the chance to come to
Washington and compete at the na-
tional level.

The three-day ‘“We the People” Na-
tional Finals Competition is modeled
after hearings in the U.S. Congress.
The students are given an opportunity
to demonstrate their knowledge before
a panel of judges while they evaluate,
take, and defend positions on relevant
historical and contemporary issues.

I wish the students of West Warwick
High School the best of luck at the
“We the People” national finals and
applaud their achievement. I am sure
this valuable experience will encourage
these young Rhode Islanders to remain
engaged with government and public
policy issues in the future.e

——

HONORING ANNE L. BLUMENBERG

e Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay special tribute to Anne L.
Blumenberg, one of Baltimore’s most
skillful attorneys and equally one of
its most dedicated and visionary citi-
zens. Anne recently retired as execu-
tive director of the Community Law
Center, which develops innovative
legal strategies to assist Baltimore’s
community organizations and neigh-
borhoods.

Anne was born and raised in Balti-
more’s Waverly neighborhood, and she
returned to Baltimore after receiving
her law degree from Catholic Univer-
sity’s Columbus School of Law. In 1983,
she and a group of like-minded lawyers
and community activists founded the
Community Law Center. In its early
days the center focused primarily on
public safety as the path to neighbor-
hood survival, depending on volunteer
lawyers to carry out its work. Under
Anne’s leadership, the center’s attor-
neys pioneered the use of nuisance laws
as a litigation strategy to address qual-
ity-of-life issues, including housing
conditions and drug activity, in Balti-
more neighborhoods. The center had
such great success with these suits
that in 1996, the Maryland General As-
sembly passed the community rights
bill—developed in large measure by the
center—granting Baltimore City com-
munity associations legal standing to
seek direct enforcement of housing,
building, zoning, and health codes as a
remedy to a public nuisance.

Recognizing that creating healthy
neighborhoods begins but does not end
with public safety, Anne Blumenberg
expanded the Community Law Center’s
programs to include economic develop-
ment and real estate issues. Today the
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center has successful projects to end
predatory lending and flipping prac-
tices and to end the blight of vacant
properties in city neighborhoods. Fur-
ther, the volunteer spirit that gave the
center its start lives on in its pro bono
project, which currently has 185 active
pro bono attorneys and has opened over
500 cases serving hundreds of organiza-
tions in the Baltimore area.

In addition to the hours she has dedi-
cated to the Community Law Center,
Anne Blumenberg has generously do-
nated her time to serve as a board
member to numerous other community
organizations, including Civil Justice,
Inc., Empowerment Legal Services, the
Coalition to End Childhood Lead Poi-
soning, and the Lawyer’s Clearing-
house. And she has literally ‘‘written
the book” on starting a nonprofit orga-
nization: her manual, ‘‘Starting a Non-
Profit Organization: A  Practical
Guide,” is now in its fourth edition.

Anne Blumenberg was truly a vision-
ary. She saw, earlier than most, how
legal tools could be used to improve
the lives of some of the city of Balti-
more’s poorest and most vulnerable
citizens, and she transformed her vi-
sion into a creative, vigorous and effec-
tive public services law firm. As a re-
sult of the programs Anne Blumenberg
built at the Community Law Center,
Baltimore’s neighborhoods have come
alive again. Residents now have the
tools they need to fight the flipping of
homes by unscrupulous lenders; to re-
move drug dealers from their corners;
to acquire vacant houses, renovate
them, and put them up for sale; and
more broadly, to promote citywide
policies that will improve the quality
of their lives. In short, thanks to Anne
Blumenberg’s hard work and dedica-
tion, Baltimoreans are once again in
control of their neighborhoods, and the
neighborhoods, which do so much to
define Baltimore’s character, are
blooming.e

————

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF
ROBERT H. MCKINNEY

e Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I inform
my colleagues of the retirement of a
remarkable figure in my home State of
Indiana, Robert H. McKinney.

Bob McKinney has been a friend of
mine since my days as Mayor of Indi-
anapolis. During that time he was crit-
ical to the passage of Uni-Gov, the
massive restructuring of the bound-
aries and governmental structure of
the City of Indianapolis. His bipartisan
support of this shared vision was in-
strumental in allowing for the progress
and prosperity of Indianapolis.

Bob’s commitment to public service
began at an early age. After graduating
from the United States Naval Academy
Bob, served for 3 years in the Pacific
Theater. Additionally, he served two
more years in the Pacific during the
Korean War. He is a fine product of
both the Naval Justice School and the
Indiana University School of Law. Bob
also holds Honorary Doctorates of Law
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from Marian College and Butler Uni-
versity.

Supplementing his impressive aca-
demic and military careers, Bob re-
mains a consistent voice in public serv-
ice throughout the State of Indiana
and nationally. From 1989 to 1998 he
was a trustee of Indiana University, in-
cluding a term as President of the
Board from 1993-1994. He was Chairman
of the Board of Advisors of Indiana
University-Purdue University at Indi-
anapolis and was formerly a director
and Chairman of the Board of Trustees
of Marian College. Additionally, as a
trustee of the Hudson Institute, the
U.S. Naval Academy Foundation, the
Indiana University Foundation, and
the Sierra Club Foundation, Bob con-
tinues to encourage sound public pol-
icy.

During the administration of Presi-
dent Carter, he served as Chairman of
the Federal Home Loan Bank Board,
the Federal Home Loan Mortgage Cor-
poration, the Federal Savings & Loan
Insurance Corporation, and the Neigh-
borhood Reinvestment Corporation.
Currently, he is a member of the Presi-
dential Advisory Board for Cuba.

Bob has likewise achieved numerous
successes in the private sector. After
cofounding one of the largest law firms
in Indianapolis, Bose McKinney &
Evans LLP, Bob served as Chairman of
The Somerset Group, Inc., a publicly
traded financial services company. In
2000, The Somerset Group merged into
the First Indiana Corporation, a pub-
licly traded bank holding company
that operates First Indiana Bank, the
largest bank based in Indianapolis.
Now, Bob is preparing to turn those du-
ties over to his able daughter, Marni
McKinney.

I am pleased to have had this oppor-
tunity to call to the attention of my
colleagues the extraordinary accom-
plishments of Bob McKinney. I admire
his idealism and sustained energy and I
join his wife, Arlene, his five children
and five grandchildren, in wishing him
every continuing success as he enters
this new chapter of his life.®

———

ACCOLADES TO REVEREND T.F.
TENNEY

e Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I thank
the Reverend T.F. Tenney for more
than 25 years of guidance, service and
leadership throughout the great state
of Liouisiana.

I recognize Reverend T.F. Tenney,
United Pentecostal Church District Su-
perintendent for the State of Lou-
isiana. Reverend Tenney retired on
March 31, 2005, after 26 years of service
in central Louisiana and throughout
the state. More than 4,000 people came
to offer heartfelt appreciation and best
wishes at his retirement ceremony.

Through his role as district super-
intendent, he was responsible for over-
seeing all of Liouisiana’s United Pente-
costal Churches. During his 26 years of
service, he created a level of stability
in the church and brought the United
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