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The Senate met at 9:45 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable JIM
DEMINT, a Senator from the State of
South Carolina.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal Spirit, the skies display Your
marvelous craftsmanship. When we
consider Your heavens, the works of
Your fingers, we become aware of our
deficiencies. Lord, we are flawed people
seeking salvation. We are lost people
seeking direction. We are doubting peo-
ple seeking faith. Show us the path to
meaningful life. Reveal to us the steps
of faith. Quicken our hearts and purify
our minds. Broaden our concerns and
strengthen our commitments.

Bless our Senators today. Show them
the duties left undone. Reveal to them
tasks unattended. Lead each of them to
a richer and more rewarding experience
with You. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable JIM DEMINT led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. STEVENS).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, April, 19, 2005.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable JIM DEMINT, a Sen-

Senate

ator from the State of South Carolina, to
perform the duties of the Chair.
TED STEVENS,
President pro tempore.
Mr. DEMINT thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority whip is recognized.

SCHEDULE

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, this
morning we will resume consideration
of the emergency supplemental appro-
priations bill. Under the consent agree-
ment reached last night, the time until
11:45 this morning will be divided for
debate in relation to the two pending
AgJOBS amendments. At 11:45, we will
proceed to two cloture votes on those
amendments. Following those votes,
the Senate will recess until 2:15 for the
weekly policy luncheons. We will re-
turn then to the supplemental bill this
afternoon, and as a reminder there will
be two additional cloture votes today.

If cloture is not invoked on either of
the AgJOBS amendments, then at 4:30
today we will have another cloture
vote in relation to the Mikulski visa
amendment. Upon the disposition of
that amendment, the Senate will pro-
ceed to a cloture vote on the under-
lying emergency appropriations bill.

As the majority leader stated last
night, it is hoped that the Senate will
invoke cloture this afternoon on the
underlying bill. This is the only way of
assuring that this important bill will
be completed this week. I remind all of
our colleagues that if cloture is in-
voked on the bill, it will still be open
for debate and amendments for up to 30
more hours.

It is clear we have a lot of work to do
over the course of today and tomorrow.

I yield the floor.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2005

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
H.R. 1268, which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1268) making emergency sup-
plemental appropriations for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2005, to establish and
rapidly implement regulations for State
driver’s license and identification document
security standards, to prevent terrorists
from abusing the asylum laws of the United
States, to unify terrorism-related grounds
for inadmissibility and removal, to ensure
expeditious construction of the San Diego
border fence, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Mikulski amendment No. 387, to revise cer-
tain requirements for H-2B employers and
require submission of information regarding
H-2B nonimmigrants.

Feinstein amendment No. 395, to express
the sense of the Senate that the text of the
REAL ID Act of 2005 should not be included
in the conference report.

Bayh amendment No. 406, to protect the fi-
nancial condition of members of the reserve
components of the Armed Forces who are or-
dered to long-term active duty in support of
a contingency operation.

Durbin amendment No. 427, to require re-
ports on Iraqi security services.

Salazar amendment No. 351, to express the
sense of the Senate that the earned income
tax credit provides critical support to many
military and civilian families.

Dorgan/Durbin amendment No. 399, to pro-
hibit the continuation of the independent
counsel investigation of Henry Cisneros past
June 1, 2005 and request an accounting of
costs from GAO.

Reid amendment No. 445, to achieve an ac-
celeration and expansion of efforts to recon-
struct and rehabilitate Iraq and to reduce
the future risks to United States Armed
Forces personnel and future costs to United
States taxpayers, by ensuring that the peo-
ple of Iraq and other nations do their fair
share to secure and rebuild Iraq.
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