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Billy Paul has served as a teacher in Rob-
ertson County, a school principal and adminis-
trator in nearby Cheatham County, the mayor
of Springfield and a volunteer firefighter. In ad-
dition, he currently serves as a Robertson
County commissioner. Billy Paul’s contribu-
tions to his community can be traced to his
grandfather, R.W. Darke, who was a member
of both houses of the Tennessee General As-
sembly and the city clerk for Springfield.

Billy Paul’s service as a public school teach-
er and administrator is especially admirable.
He says he became an educator because his
teachers in high school and college served as
excellent role models for him. He then passed
his own passion for case history and govern-
ment to a new generation. Today, his former
students are doctors, lawyers, public officials
and teachers.

As mayor of Springfield, Billy Paul was in-
strumental in changing the city’s form of gov-
ernment from three at-large commissioners to
a board of mayor and aldermen, with a city
manager to oversee operations. He says the
decision to seed the change in government
was one of the toughest he made as mayor.

Billy Paul’s latest contribution to his commu-
nity involved a very successful tenure as the
executive director of the chamber. In this ca-
pacity, he improved immensely the quality of
life for Robertson County residents. But Billy
Paul did not do all this alone. He had help
from many in the community, and he had the
love and support of an understanding wife and
family. He attributes the support of his wife,
Pat, and their three children for his accom-
plishments. Billy Paul, | wish you well in your
future endeavors and thank you for your serv-
ice to a community you obviously cherish.

———
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Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Dr. John Petillo on his inaugura-
tion as the third president of the University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey.
UMDNJ has been a vital resource for the peo-
ple of New Jersey for more than 30 years.
Comprised of eight schools on five campuses,
a behavioral health network, and Newark’s
University Hospital, UMDNJ provides world-
class education to practicing and future
healthcare professionals and scientists, includ-
ing physicians, dentists, researchers, nurses,
and scores of allied and public health profes-
sionals. With more than 13,000 employees,
UMDNJ is the eighth largest employer in New
Jersey. There are nearly 19,000 UMDNJ
alumni, the overwhelming majority remains in
New Jersey. It is estimated that the Univer-
sity’s health care and educational programs
touch the lives of two million persons yearly.

Dr. Petillo brings many strengths and talents
to this important appointment. He has enjoyed
an extensive career in the corporate, nonprofit,
academic and theological fields. He has
served as the chief executive officer for sev-
eral national corporations, chancellor for Seton
Hall University, and as a member of the board
for many nonprofit foundations.

More recently, Dr. Petillo served as the first
president and chief executive officer of the
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Newark Alliance, a nonprofit organization com-
posed of representatives from private and civic
groups whose shared goals is to improve the
educational opportunities and economic rede-
velopment in Newark.

Prior to joining the Newark Alliance, Dr.
Petillo was chief executive officer at Tribus
Companies, Care Advantage, Inc., and Blue
Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey. As presi-
dent and CEO of Blue Cross Blue Shield of
New Jersey, Dr. Petillo was influential in elimi-
nating the reserve deficit and replacing it with
a reserve surplus. During his tenure he advo-
cated legislation requiring all health insurance
carriers to underwrite individual policies re-
gardless of medical histories.

In addition to serving leadership roles with
corporate organizations, Dr. Petillo has also
served as chancellor of Seton Hall University
and the Archdiocese of Newark. While chan-
cellor and chief executive officer at Seton Hall,
Dr. Petillo was credited with completing the
first development campaign in the institution’s
history and significantly increasing the residen-
tial student capacity. He also succeeded in
achieving competitive salaries for the full time
faculty, expanded institutional research, and
with faculty consensus and monitoring insti-
tuted merit compensation.

In June 2003, Dr. Petillo was appointed
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Uni-
versity of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jer-
sey by Governor James E. McGreevey. In
June 2004, Dr. Petillo assumed the respon-
sibilities of Interim President of UMDNJ. The
Board of Trustees named Dr. Petillo University
President on November 16th, 2004. Dr. Petillo
has a Ph.D. in Counseling and Personnel
Services from Fordham University, an M.A. in
Counseling from Seton Hall University and an
M.P.A. from Rutgers University.

Under Dr. Petillo’s stewardship UMDNJ is
embarking on a new chapter in its history—
proud of its accomplishments and focused on
its future as a leader in health sciences re-
search, education, and healthcare. UMDNJ
and the State of New Jersey are fortunate to
have the benefit of Dr. Petillo’s leadership. |
look forward to many more accomplishments
made possible through the University’s consid-
erable intellectual capacity and fulfillment of its
community service mission.

————
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Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride and pleasure that | rise to honor Ms.
Paulette Williams on occasion of her recent
retirement from the position of director of the
Mobile County Emergency Management Agen-
cy. Throughout her 40-year career, Paulette
has contributed her extensive knowledge and
expertise at the local, State, and Federal lev-
els of emergency management and civil de-
fense.

As an area frequently impacted by natural
disasters and other such events, particularly
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during hurricane season each year, Mobile
County has a well-established need for an effi-
cient and well-run emergency management
system. Paulette Williams has provided the
leadership for such an organization, and her
presence and expertise has been extremely
helpful numerous times during the past sev-
eral years, most significantly during Hurricane
lvan which made impact on Alabama’s Gulf
Coast on September 16, 2004. In the hours
and days immediately following the storm,
Paulette worked tirelessly with her team and
with officials from all levels of government to
coordinate the emergency relief so vitally
needed by the tens of thousands of residents
in the county. The work was incredibly difficult
and the hours quite long, but through it all she
maintained a firm hold on the situation and
worked to ensure the county returned to as
normal a life as possible in as short a time pe-
riod as possible.

This work ethic has been a hallmark of her
entire career and has resulted in numerous
professional accomplishments. In 1992, she
was selected by the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency as one of four emergency
management staff members from Alabama to
assist in the State of Florida following Hurri-
cane Andrew. In 1994, she was invited by the
United States Department of Defense to par-
ticipate in the first International Emergency
Management Conference. The Alabama
House of Representatives appointed her to
serve as a member of the State’s Homeland
Security Task Force in 2003, and the next
year she was chosen by Alabama Governor
Bob Riley to serve on the Alabama Citizens
Corps Council.

At the present time, she serves as president
of Alabama 3, one of the state’s two disaster
assistance medical teams, and serves on the
executive board of the Greater Mobile Emer-
gency Planning Committee. She also serves
as the legislative chairperson of the Alabama
Association of Emergency Managers.

In addition to her impressive professional re-
sume, Paulette has been recognized numer-
ous times during her career for her out-
standing contributions to her career field and
her community. She was selected to be in-
cluded in Who’s Who in America for the 1998—
1999 year, and she was listed in Who's Who
of American Women between 1995 and 2000.
Additionally, Governor Riley honored her when
he selected Paulette as the first female and
first merit employee ever selected for the post
of Director of the Alabama Emergency Man-
agement Agency.

Mr. Speaker, there are few individuals who
have provided more invaluable service to their
community, their county, and their state than
Paulette Williams. She is an outstanding ex-
ample of the quality individuals who have de-
voted their lives to public service, and | ask
my colleagues to join with me in congratu-
lating her on the occasion of her retirement. |
know her colleagues, her family, and her
many friends join with me in praising her ac-
complishments and extending thanks for her
many efforts on behalf of Mobile County and
the state of Alabama, and | would like to wish
her much success in all future endeavors as
she enters this new phase of her life.
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