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vote on rollcalls 115 through 123. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yes” on all nine
of those rollcalls.

———
HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF LAREDO INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF
TRUSTEES MEMBER JOSE
VALDEZ
HON. HENRY CUELLAR
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the many accomplishments of Laredo
Independent School District Board of Trustees
Member Jose Valdez.

Jose A. Valdez has a long and distinguished
career in public service. He is a previous
member of the City Council of Laredo, and is
active in community governance in a variety of
ways.

He promotes community involvement by
seniors as the South Texas Coordinator of
RSVP, the Retired Senior Volunteer Program.
Through his work, seniors have been given a
way to continue to contribute to the community
in their retirement, improving their quality of
life and the quality of life of all those around
them.

Mr. Valdez has also been an advocate for a
population that is too often forgotten by gov-
ernment: migrant workers. He has been Dep-
uty Director of the Texas Migrant Council, and
Executive Director of the Minnesota Migrant
Council.

The Laredo Independent School District now
benefits from Mr. Valdez' experience and en-
ergy, as he continues his work as a Board of
Trustees Member. Mr. Valdez has had an ex-
emplary career in public service and volunteer
work. He is a credit to his community, and |
am proud to have had the chance to recog-
nize him here today.
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Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, with profound
sadness, | rise today to honor the life of my
good friend and mentor, former U.S. Rep-
resentative Tom Bevill. He passed away on
March 30, 2005, one day after his 84th birth-
day.

Congressman Bevill served in this Chamber
for the State of Alabama for 30 years. He was
the Chairman of the House Energy and Water
Appropriations Subcommittee. He was a pow-
erful Congressman, who always remembered
the people of Alabama who elected him.
Under his chairmanship, he helped ensure
that the State received funding for vital pro-
grams and projects and did a tremendous
amount to improve the overall quality of life for
his constituents.

Mr. Speaker, to honor the life and accom-
plishments of Tom Bevill, we must talk about
the person he was. He was a devoted hus-
band and father, a patriot and a statesman.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Mr. Bevill inherited me when | was elected
to Congress in 1990. Actually, | had first met
him in 1980 when he was getting off of Air
Force One with President Carter in Huntsville.
What a distinguished man he was coming
down those steps, and | am talking about Tom
Bevill. | had just been elected District Attorney
of Madison County and | was meeting the
man | had heard so much about, Tom Beuvill.
A powerful member of Congress and the
Chairman of the House Appropriations Sub-
committee on Energy and Water.

In 1991, | was a dangerous creature, a
freshman Member of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. Mr. Bevill and his entire office
became like family to me. He went out of his
way to teach me everything he could and he
let other members know that | was his partner,
though | knew | was a very junior one.

One of the first legislative battles we fought
together was over funding for NASA’s Space
Station. | had thousands of jobs at NASA’s
Marshall Space Flight Center in Huntsville
connected to the space station. A Michigan
Member was offering an amendment to an ap-
propriations bill to kill the whole program, end-
ing my jobs. So a number of us, including Mr.
Bevill, organized to defeat the amendment.
Mr. Beuvill, like a good teacher, sent me to talk
to this Michigan Member.

Now Chairman Bevill didn’t do all this work
“for” me, he always did it “with” me. In this
case, he sent me to talk to the man, alone. |
did not know this man, but off | went, and |
talked to him, or tried to, and it did not go well
at all.

This man from Michigan put his hand on my
shoulder, grinned and said, “You might as well
kiss those jobs goodbye.” He was crude and
rude. So | reported this back to Chairman Be-
vill and he said, “You don’t say? Well, truth be
known the man is practically a communist.
But, we’ll beat him.” And we did. Chairman
Bevill was brilliant on the floor during the de-
bate. We saved those jobs and probably mine
too. And the Space Station is out there in
Space. But, | sure learned a lot from Tom Be-
vill.

| can see him now. Always neatly dressed,
hard at work for his Alabama and his Country.
Chairman Bevill was from a different, and |
have to say better era. A time in the U.S.
House when members were civil and even
courteous to one another. They might dis-
agree and often did, but they walked away as
friends. And they did it with dignity.

Tom Bevill was always at the Thursday
morning prayer breakfast. He sat in the same
place every week with his friends. He took me
with him the first time | went and | was and
am a better person for it. He showed me
where members of Congress could eat lunch
in the Capitol. As often as | could | would eat
there, watching and listening to Tom Beuvill
and his friends. Members were always trying
to talk to Tom Beuvill, to ask him for something,
and he was always kind and courteous.

The Alabama delegation, seven of us, would
tend to gather at every vote in the same area
of the House Floor. Mr. Bevill would watch our
votes and every now and then he would make
a comment. A careful comment—"Bud, are
‘we’ being a politician today or a statesmen?”
or “l find that ‘our people in Alabama don’t
see this issue the way some do . . .” Offering
wonderful, helpful, wise advice, that was the
kind of man he was.

And so, every now and then some, not
many, will say to me in my district in North
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Alabama, “You are going to be another Tom
Bevill,” or at least that's the way | hear it in
my mind. They probably actually say, “You
keep this up and you ‘might’ be another Tom
Bevill.” Then | know, that after 15 years, |
have heard the best compliment one could
pay . .. To be compared to Tom Bevill

He gave us so much and | will miss him
dearly.

To his children, Susan, Don, and Patty,
thank you for letting us share him with you
and your families.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today on behalf of every-
one in North Alabama, to show my thanks to
Congressman Bevill and honor him as a true
American leader. There won’t be another one
like Tom Beuvill.

————
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Mr. OTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to in-
troduce the Pest Management and Fire Sup-
pression Flexibility Act. This bill codifies the
Environmental Protection Agency’s rule-
making, while affirming Congressional intent
and the long-held positions of Republican and
Democrat administrations with regard to the
Clean Water Act and pesticide applications,
fire suppression and other pest management
activities. | am pleased to be joined by 28
members in introducing this legislation.

Congress passed the federal Clean Water
Act (CWA) in the early 1970s in an attempt to
better account for and more closely regulate
discharges of municipal wastes and pollutants
into our nation’s waterways from large indus-
trial facilities.

More than 30 years later, however, federal
courts have expanded the scope of the CWA
far beyond the original intent of Congress.
Today, family farmers, mosquito-abatement
and pest-control districts, irrigators, rural water
districts, federal and state agencies, foresters,
pest and lawn-care control operators and
many others are subject to unnecessary, bu-
reaucratic permitting requirements and nui-
sance lawsuits based on misguided interpreta-
tion of the CWA by the 9th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals.

Known as the Talent and Forsgren deci-
sions, the court ruled that persons applying a
pesticide according to the federally approved
label directly to or above a body of water must
obtain a CWA permit prior to the application.
The Forsgren decision also significantly nar-
rowed a longstanding Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) rule exempting forestry ac-
tivities such as pest and fire control from CWA
permitting requirements. Similar cases are
pending in other parts of the country.

The court’s viewpoint in Talent blatantly dis-
regards the comprehensive pesticide registra-
tion process required by the primary federal
pesticide statute, the Federal Insecticide, Fun-
gicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA). Under
FIFRA, the EPA reviews environmental effects
and water quality data, and approves specific
use directions for pesticides based on the in-
formation it has evaluated—a factor the district
court in Talent relied heavily on in rejecting
the suit. Failing to use a pesticide in accord-
ance with its EPA-approved labeling is a viola-
tion of federal and state laws.
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