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into the intransigence of the adminis-
tration a year ago, and with the insist-
ence of the President, the concurrence
of the House, and were unable to get
what the chairman of the Senate Fi-
nance Committee, Senator GRASSLEY,
said was a fiscally sound and bal-
anced—in terms of the highway trust
fund revenues—measure in the Senate.

So while I concur with the Senator
from Wyoming, I might also point out,
as it relates to this particular legisla-
tion, the Democratic leader, Senator
REID, last week wrote to the Senate
Republican leadership and urged that
this measure be brought up this week.
I commend Senator FRIST and Senator
McCoONNELL for deciding to proceed on
this very important matter for the peo-
ple of this country rather than some of
the shenanigans that others were urg-
ing upon them. So we are proceeding
on a measured basis, but not with any
resistance or opposition by anybody on
this side of the aisle.

We voted overwhelmingly to proceed
on the motion to proceed earlier in the
week. It is unfortunate timing that our
long-planned Senate recess for next
week will truncate the process. But I
share the Senator’s view that this bill
needs to be enacted as expeditiously as
possible. I hope the conference com-
mittee will be able to proceed as quick-
ly as possible thereafter, while recog-
nizing the Senate bill has been, and
continues to be, vastly superior to the
House version in terms of additional
funding. Those are matters worth argu-
ing about and, hopefully, prevailing on
because Minnesota needs the money
even as much as we need the bill to be
completed.

Mr. President, if there is no imme-
diate business related to this meas-
ure—I spoke earlier with the bill’s
manager—I ask unanimous consent
that I have up to 10 minutes to speak
as in morning business. Is this a pro-
pitious time to do so?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

(The remarks of Mr. DAYTON are
printed in today’s RECORD under
“Morning Business.”’)

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
COBURN). The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, some
people are not aware that when you
have something as massive as a high-
way bill, it is not just the committee 1
chair, the Environment and Public
Works Committee, but other commit-
tees are involved, including the Fi-
nance Committee, the Banking Com-
mittee, and the Commerce Committee.
As of right now, we don’t have the ti-
tles that come from those three com-
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mittees, but we will have one right
now.

AMENDMENT NO. 573 TO AMENDMENT NO. 567

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, on be-
half of Senator SHELBY, I send an
amendment to the desk, the Federal
Public Transportation Act of 2005, and
ask for its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, the pending amendment is
set aside.

The clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Oklahoma [Mr. INHOFE],
for Mr. SHELBY and Mr. SARBANES, proposes
an amendment numbered 573.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that further read-
ing of the amendment be dispensed
with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The amendment is printed in the
RECORD of April 26, 2005 under ‘‘Text of
Amendments.”’)

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, let me
reemphasize to my friend from Indiana,
as soon as this amendment is disposed
of, we will return to the regular order,
which is the pending Bayh amendment.

This amendment, which was crafted
on a bipartisan basis in the Senate
Banking Committee, provides $51.6 bil-
lion to address growing public trans-
portation needs across the country.

It provides for record growth for pub-
lic transportation and for the first
time recognizes the growing needs in
rural communities across the country,
including my State and the State of
the Presiding Officer, Oklahoma, which
has a rural population of greater than
57 percent. In fact, in the final year of
this bill, the rural transportation pro-
gram is doubled over its TEA-21 levels.

Additionally, it creates a new for-
mula within the urbanized area for-
mula called the ‘‘Rural Low Density”’
formula. Rural transit is as chal-
lenging to provide as the distances be-
tween employment centers and health
care centers are great.

This amendment also creates a for-
mula to recognize ‘‘growing States’—
those locations which are forecast to
grow more quickly than the average
over the course of the next 15 years.
This change will allow those States,
which includes OKklahoma, to be
proactive with regard to their trans-
portation needs.

Finally, this amendment makes sev-
eral modifications to enhance the role
of the private sector in public transpor-
tation. By creating opportunities for

competition, public transportation
services can be provided more effi-
ciently.

I am happy to have had the oppor-
tunity to work with Senator SHELBY on
the development of this amendment. I
look forward to working with him on
final passage and a successful con-
ference report.

I ask unanimous consent that the
amendment be agreed to, that the lan-
guage be considered as original text as
part of the substitute for the purpose
of further amendment.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 573) was agreed
to.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I thank
Senators SHELBY and SARBANES be-
cause we cannot really entertain
amendments that affect these titles
until we have them done. We are anx-
ious to get the other two titles on the
bill.

I will repeat our plea for people to
come over with their amendments be-
cause the Senator from Indiana has
agreed that he would set his amend-
ment aside when people come down,
with the understanding we would re-
turn to his amendment upon comple-
tion of those amendments.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, let me
repeat one more time, we are going to
be open for business, as we were today,
tomorrow. We will invite people to
come down.

I want to get on the record right now,
very often we go through this exercise
and when we get close to the end of the
consideration of the bill, when cloture
has been filed, everyone comes running
and screaming, saying they want to
offer an amendment. Now is the time
to do it. Members can bring them down
anytime tomorrow. I certainly invite
any Member to come down and offer
the amendment tomorrow.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent we now go into a
period of morning business, where each
Senator may speak for up to 10 min-
utes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NATIONAL SMALL BUSINESS
WEEK

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, this
week, the Nation celebrates National
Small Business Week. It is a time when
all of us join together, without any
partisanship at all, to celebrate the
hard work of millions of American en-
trepreneurs. At the Small Business Ad-
ministration Expo last night at the
Smithsonian, we recognized countless
Americans who have had the courage
to put everything they have on the line
in order to turn an idea into a business.
We celebrated the business people of
the year from all of the 50 States in the
country.

Today, these Americans, I think all
of us recognize, are much more than
small business owners. They are em-
ployers, community leaders, and they
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