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not just those who choose charter
schools.

I encourage my colleagues to visit a
charter school during National Charter
Schools Week to witness firsthand the
ways in which these innovative schools
are making a difference, both in the
lives of the students they serve as well
as in the communities in which they
reside.

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and the motion to reconsider
be laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 127

Whereas charter schools deliver high-qual-
ity education and challenge our students to
reach their potential;

Whereas charter schools provide thousands
of families with diverse and innovative edu-
cational options for their children;

Whereas charter schools are public schools
authorized by a designated public entity that
are responding to the needs of our commu-
nities, families, and students and promoting
the principles of quality, choice, and innova-
tion;

Whereas in exchange for the flexibility and
autonomy given to charter schools, they are
held accountable by their sponsors for im-
proving student achievement and for their fi-
nancial and other operations;

Whereas 41 States, the District of Colum-
bia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico
have passed laws authorizing charter
schools;

Whereas nearly 3,300 charter schools are
now operating in 40 States, the District of
Columbia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico and serving approximately 900,000 stu-
dents;

Whereas over the last 10 years, Congress
has provided more than $1,500,000,000 in sup-
port to the charter school movement
through facilities financing assistance and
grants for planning, startup, implementa-
tion, and dissemination;

Whereas charter schools improve their stu-
dents’ achievement and stimulate improve-
ment in traditional public schools;

Whereas charter schools must meet the
student achievement accountability require-
ments under the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965 in the same manner as
traditional public schools, and often set
higher and additional individual goals to en-
sure that they are of high quality and truly
accountable to the public;

Whereas charter schools give parents new
freedom to choose their public school, rou-
tinely measure parental satisfaction levels,
and must prove their ongoing success to par-
ents, policymakers, and their communities;

Whereas nearly 40 percent of charter
schools report having a waiting list, and the
total number of students on all such waiting
lists is enough to fill over 1,000 average-sized
charter schools;

Whereas charter schools nationwide serve
a higher percentage of low-income and mi-
nority students than the traditional public
system;

Whereas charter schools have enjoyed
broad bipartisan support from the Adminis-
tration, Congress, State Governors and legis-
latures, educators, and parents across the
United States; and

127) was
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Whereas the sixth annual National Charter
Schools Week, to be held May 1 through 7,
2005, is an event sponsored by charter schools
and grassroots charter school organizations
across the United States to recognize the
significant impacts, achievements, and inno-
vations of charter schools: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That—

(1) the Senate acknowledges and com-
mends charter schools and their students,
parents, teachers, and administrators across
the United States for their ongoing contribu-
tions to education and improving and
strengthening our public school system;

(2) the Senate supports the sixth annual
National Charter Schools Week; and

(3) it is the sense of the Senate that the
President should issue a proclamation call-
ing on the people of the United States to
conduct appropriate programs, ceremonies,
and activities to demonstrate support for
charter schools during this weeklong cele-
bration in communities throughout the
United States.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate immediately proceed to executive
session to consider the following nomi-
nations on today’s Executive Calendar:
Nos. 55, 56, 60, 64, 65, and all nomina-
tions on the Secretary’s desk. I further
ask unanimous consent that the nomi-
nations be confirmed en bloc, the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the
table, the President be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action, and the
Senate then return to legislative ses-
sion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed are as follows:

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Charles F. Conner, of Indiana, to be Deputy

Secretary of Agriculture.
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Howard J. Krongard, of New Jersey, to be

Inspector General, Department of State.
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Luis Luna, of Maryland, to be an Assistant
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency.

MISSISSIPPI RIVER COMMISSION

Major General Don T. Riley, United States
Army, to be a Member and President of the
Mississippi River Commission.

Brigadier General William T. Grisoli,
United States Army, to be a Member of the
Mississippi River Commission.

NOMINATIONS PLACED ON THE SECRETARY’S

DESK
COAST GUARD

PN304 COAST GUARD nominations (2) be-
ginning Curtis L. Sumrok, and ending Jed R.
Boba, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of March 14, 2005.

PN305 COAST GUARD nominations (292)
beginning Michael T Cunningham, and end-
ing David K Young, which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of March 14, 2005.

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC
ADMINISTRATION

PN390 NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOS-

PHERIC ADMINISTRATION nominations

S4435

(15) beginning Paul Andrew Kunicki, and
ending Lindsey M Vandenberg, which nomi-
nations were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of April
4, 2005.

———
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
return to legislative session.

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, APRIL
28, 2005

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
stand in adjournment until 9:30 a.m.
tomorrow, Thursday, April 28. I further
ask that following the prayer and the
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the time for the two
leaders be reserved, and the Senate
then proceed to a period for morning
business for up to 60 minutes, with the
first 30 minutes under the control of
the Democratic leader or his designee
and the final 30 minutes under the con-
trol of the majority leader or his des-
ignee; provided that following morning
business, the Senate resume consider-
ation of H.R. 3, the highway bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
PROGRAM

Mr. McCONNELL. Tomorrow, fol-
lowing morning business, the Senate
will resume consideration of the high-
way bill. We will continue the amend-
ing process, and the chairman and
ranking member will work through
amendments as they are offered
throughout the day. Rollcall votes are
expected in relation to those amend-
ments. On behalf of the majority lead-
er, I encourage Senators who wish to
offer amendments to the bill to contact
the bill managers as soon as possible.

In addition to the highway bill, we
will also act on a budget reconciliation
conference report, should it become
available. The Senate may also act on
any nominations available for floor
consideration.

Just moments ago, I filed two cloture
motions with respect to two Cabinet-
level nominations. These votes will
occur on Friday of this week, unless
some other agreement is reached prior
to that time. Therefore, Senators
should expect a busy day tomorrow and
Friday, with rollcall votes possible
throughout as we complete our work
prior to the recess.

——

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. MCCONNELL. If there is no fur-
ther business to come before the Sen-
ate, I ask that the Senate stand in ad-
journment under the previous order,
following the remarks of Senator CAR-
PER and the remarks of the distin-
guished Democratic leader, who is on
the floor.
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