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of service to the people of Solano County. Mr.
Merrill began his employment with Solano
County on February 22, 1984, as an entry
level Deputy Probation Officer in the Probation
Department, and has since held positions
ranging from Probation Services Manager to
Interim Chief of the Probation Department.

Mr. Merrill has provided valuable intensive
services to many probationers. His effective
management of the Repeat Offender Preven-
tion Program Grant, the Targeted Truancy
Grant, and the Fouts Springs Aftercare Grant
are just a few examples of his responsible
stewardship of public services.

Furthermore, Mr. Merrill demonstrated ex-
emplary leadership, both as Chief Deputy Pro-
bation Officer and as Interim Chief of the Pro-
bation Department. Mr. Merrill developed and
implemented a comprehensive Administrative
Policy Manual for the Solano County Proba-
tion Department, and was instrumental in co-
ordinating the development of the departments
“Task and Standards” Manual for Adult and
Juvenile divisions.

Clearly, Clifford has been an exceptional
and loyal employee of the Solano County Pro-
bation Department and has distinguished him-
self by providing outstanding, professional
service and leadership to Solano County.

Again, | am proud to honor Clifford J. Merrill
for his twenty-one years of dedicated service
to the citizens of Solano County. | thank
Clifford for his career contributions to the So-
lano County Probation Department, and | wish
him a well-deserved retirement in the commu-
nity he has done so much to improve.

————
HONORING NANCY CROSS OF FOR-
EST HILLS ELEMENTARY

SCHOOL UPON HER RETIREMENT

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 28, 2005

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Ms. Nancy Cross in recognition for
her commitment and dedication to the youth of
School District 101 in lllinois. For over 30
years, Ms. Cross has devoted her time to stu-
dents and families of the Third Congressional
District. Now, as she prepares for retirement,
we would like to thank her for her countless
years of fine service.

For the last thirty-six years, Ms. Cross has
spent her life educating the residents of lllinois
School District 101, first at the John Laidlaw
Elementary School, and for the past twenty-
four years at Forest Hills Elementary School,
both located in Western Springs. At Forest
Hills, Ms. Cross not only serves in a teaching
capacity for the fifth grade, but also as the
Head Teacher, who is second in command. In
this position, she has been willing to help her
principal in any capacity, especially by running
the school in the principal’s absence.

However, Ms. Cross’s main contribution has
been to her students, helping them learn how
to enjoy reading. A bibliophile herself, Ms.
Cross has shown through her own dedication
to the written word and the imaginative world
of books, that reading can be not only produc-
tive but enjoyable and engaging. She is often
found reading to her students, and this exer-
cise has left an indelible mark on many of
them who still remember those class times
spent listening to Ms. Cross.
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Because of Ms. Cross’s undeniable love for
books and her ability to shape the minds of
her young students, she has been an out-
standing teacher for over thirty years, expand-
ing and encouraging all of her students to
reach as far as they can. It is a certainty that
our entire community will feel a loss left by the
retirement of Ms. Cross.

The parents and children of School District
101 are fortunate to have had such an ener-
getic and devoted teacher like Ms. Cross.
Through her dedication and love of educating
the young minds of this country, Ms. Cross
has made a difference and should be recog-
nized for her outstanding and selfless con-
tributions to our nation’s youth and their fami-
lies, especially the students and families of
Western Springs.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring Ms. Nancy Cross as an outstanding
educator who has had a distinguished career.
She has done nothing less than an extraor-
dinary job preparing America’s future genera-
tions. We thank and congratulate her for an
extraordinary career, and we wish her well in
retirement.

———

HONORING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF NICHOLAS SCOTT

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 28, 2005

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the accomplishments of a man that
embodies many core principles of our country:
hard work, opportunity, selfless service, integ-
rity and dedication. Nicholas Scott, now a mid-
dle school math teacher in the Brentwood
School District, serves as a role model for the
students in his classroom and the community
as a whole.

Nicholas Scott was born to immigrant par-
ents, his father having fled Cuba prior to the
beginning of the Fidel Castro regime. At the
age of eight his parents divorced and Nick
moved with his mother to Deer Park, New
York. Although the family had limited re-
sources, Nick’s mother instilled in him the val-
ues of hard work and perseverance, and she
insisted that he attend college to seek the op-
portunities available in America.

Nick graduated high school in 1987 and
lacking the resources to attend private college,
he enrolled at Suffolk County Community Col-
lege. For two years, Nick pursued his studies
while still working four days a week. His per-
sistence paid off, as he earned his Associate
Degree in the Applied Sciences and was re-
warded with an academic scholarship to
Hofstra University, where he earned a Bach-
elors Degree in Political Science. Nick’s thirst
for knowledge and devotion to self-improve-
ment led him to Villanova University Law
School, where he earned a Juris Doctorate
degree. Nick was then admitted to the New
York State Bar Association, becoming not only
his family’s first college graduate, but also its
first lawyer.

Throughout his education, Nick sought out
opportunities to give back to the community.
While studying for the bar exam, Nick enlisted
in the U.S. Army. Although he was eligible to
enter as an officer, Nick chose to start at the
bottom and work his way up, an experience
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with which he was familiar. Nick quickly
earned his Sergeant’s stripes and soon after
won a commission as an officer.

Nick left the active army to return to New
York where he began legal practice. Once
more, Nick chose others over himself. Rather
then enter private practice, Nick went to serve
the most vulnerable members of society as a
lawyer for the Suffolk County Legal Aid Soci-
ety.

After several years in practice, Nick decided
that he wanted to further serve his community
by teaching. He earned his teaching certificate
and returned to Brentwood to teach middle
school math.

Nick’s service to our country has not ended
in the classroom. Having joined the U.S. Army
Reserve as a member of the Judge Advocate
General Corps, Nick volunteered for duty in
Irag. In December of 2002, he was deployed
along with the 101st Airborne Division to Ku-
wait and subsequently into Irag, where he ad-
judicated local disputes, providing compensa-
tion to Iraqis that suffered property and other
losses due to the war. Nick’s dedication to im-
proving the lives of newly freed Iraqi civilians
earned him a Bronze Star and the title of Cap-
tain.

The day before his deployment to Iraq, Nick
married fellow Brentwood teacher Nadine P.
Kroner, and they are now the proud parents of
a six-month old son, Ethan Hunter.

Nick Scott is an inspiration to me, to each
student in the Brentwood school system and
to our entire community. He is a living testa-
ment to the greatness of America, a land
where opportunity matched with hard work can
trump any hardship. But Nick Scott is a true
role model because he has channeled his op-
portunity and hard work into a lifetime of serv-
ice to others. | commend Nick for his dedica-
tion to service, for his remarkable accomplish-
ments, for his strong work ethic, and his con-
tributions to his family, community and coun-
try.

———

CONGRATULATING JIM
FOGLESONG

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 28, 2005

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Jim Foglesong on his in-
duction into the Country Music Hall of Fame.

Jim grew up singing with his family and then
after serving in the U.S. Armed Forces used
his G.l. Bill to attend Eastman School of
Music.

Later Jim Foglesong not only developed tal-
ent but also mentored legendary music per-
formers. He nurtured the careers of Country
Music superstars Garth Brooks, Barbara
Mandrell, Reba McEntire, The Oak Ridge
Boys, George Strait, and Tanya Tucker,
among others.

Now at age 82, Jim remains an important
part of the Nashville music community.

His induction is the most prestigious honor
in all of Country Music. | thank Jim for the tre-
mendous contributions he has given to the
business, the artists, and the fans of country
music.
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METALDYNE NEW CASTLE—A
CELEBRATION

HON. MIKE PENCE

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 28, 2005

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, | very pleased to
announce that Metaldyne Corporation is hold-
ing an official ribbon cutting ceremony at their
New Castle, Indiana, facility on May 21, 2005.
This will be a wonderful celebration for the
company, its employees and their families,
and the entire New Castle community.

Metaldyne is vital to New Castle, and the
state of Indiana. It is the largest employer in
Henry County, with over 1,000 employees pro-
ducing more than 28 million chassis compo-
nents, modules and assemblies each year.

Mr. Speaker, | deeply regret that | cannot
attend the gathering, but | do look forward to
working with Metaldyne to create jobs and
strengthen the economy in East-Central Indi-
ana. | congratulate Metaldyne New Castle,
and wish them the best in the coming years.

INTRODUCING THE ‘“AMERICAN
CITIZENSHIP AMENDMENT”’

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 28, 2005

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to introduce
the American Citizenship Amendment. Cur-
rently, any person born on American soil can
claim American citizenship, regardless of the
citizenship of that child’s parents. This means
that any alien who happens to give birth in the
United States has just given birth to an Amer-
ican citizen, eligible for all the benefits and
privileges afforded to citizens.

Thus far the U.S. courts have asserted au-
thority by interpreting the 14th Amendment to
include the concept of birthright citizenship.
However it is up to the U.S. Congress—and
not the U.S. Supreme Court—to define Amer-
ican citizenship. That is why, | am introducing
this Constitutional Amendment clarifying that
the happenstance of birth on U.S. soil does
not a U.S. citizen make.

This proposed Constitutional amendment re-
stores the concept of American citizenship to
that of our Founders. This legislation simply
states that no child born in the United States
whose mother and father do not possess citi-
zenship or owe permanent allegiance to the
United States shall be a citizen of the United
States. It is essential to the future of our con-
stitutional republic that citizenship be some-
thing of value, something to be cherished. It
cannot be viewed as merely an express train
into the welfare state.

FREEDOM FOR PROSPERO GAINZA
AGUERO
HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 28, 2005

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to speak about Prospero
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Gainza Aglero, a political prisoner in totali-
tarian Cuba.

Mr. Gainza Aglero is a member of the
Pedro Luis Boitel National Civic Resistance
Movement. He has committed himself to
peacefully bringing democracy to the men and
women of Cuba and ending the nightmare that
is the Castro regime. Because of his steadfast
belief in freedom, democracy and the Rule of
Law, Mr. Gainza Agliero has been targeted by
the dictatorship.

According to Amnesty International, Mr.
Gainza Agliero was detained by the regime for
participating in a protest to demand the re-
lease of a pro-democracy activist charged with
“public disorder.” Despite continued harass-
ment, Mr. Gainza Agliero remained bravely
committed to opposing the dictatorship and
advocating for freedom. On March 18, 2003,
as part of Castro’'s heinous crackdown on
peaceful, pro-democracy activists, he was ar-
rested by the dictatorship. In a sham trial, Mr.
Gainza Agliero was sentenced to 25 years in
the totalitarian gulag.

According to Amnesty International, while
locked up in the inhuman gulag for his belief
in freedom, Mr. Gainza Aglero participated in
a hunger strike to call attention to the abhor-
rent condition in the gulag, the lack of food,
and the grossly inadequate medical care. De-
spite being imprisoned for his belief in human
rights, despite the horrors of the totalitarian
gulag, Mr. Gainza Aglero has not stopped
working to bring change to a nation enslaved
by Castro’s despotic machinery of repression.

Prospero Gainza Aglero is representative of
the fighting spirit of the Cuban people: of their
rejection of the brutality, discrimination, de-
pravity, and oppression of the totalitarian tyr-
anny.

Let me be very clear, Mr. Gainza Agliero is
imprisoned because he refuses to accept the
dictatorship in Cuba today. Mr. Speaker, we
must speak out and act against the abomi-
nable disregard for human rights, human dig-
nity, and human freedom just 90 miles from
our shore. My Colleagues, we must demand
the immediate and unconditional release of
Prospero Gainza Agliero and every political
prisoner in totalitarian Cuba.

———————

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CITY OF PORT-
LAND, TENNESSEE

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 28, 2005

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 100th anniversary of the city of
Portland, Tennessee, which | have the honor
of representing in this esteemed body. The
Middle Tennessee community will celebrate
this milestone on Sunday, May 1.

The area around Portland was first settled in
1792 by the James Gwin family, according to
local historians. Land speculation, as well as a
soil and a climate conducive to dark air-cured
tobacco, lured settlers from the Carolinas and
Virginia to the area. Nearly 70 years later, the
L&N Railroad also opened a train depot in
Portland for its Nashville-to-Bowling Green
route.

As the community grew and prospered,
local leaders finally decided to incorporate.
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And on May 2, 1905, the city of Portland held
its first election. Since then, Portland has been
through many changes. But it has never lost
its charm or its allure. Today the community
has an outstanding quality of life and a com-
mitment from its local leaders and officials that
is second to none.

Mayor Jim Calloway and the Board of Alder-
men will lead the city of Portland’s celebration
on Sunday. They have done an outstanding
job in organizing this event and leading the
community into the 21st Century. | wish those
city leaders well and hope the next 100 years
are as prosperous and progressive as the first
100 years.

————

RECOGNIZING WORKERS’
MEMORIAL DAY

HON. DARLENE HOOLEY

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 28, 2005

Ms. HOOLEY. Mr. Speaker, on April 28,
1989, the world observed the first Workers
Memorial Day in honor of the 2 million people
who die each year as a result of workplace in-
jury or illness. Fifteen years later, we remem-
ber the Americans who died on the job this
past year and recall the hard work that still
needs to be done in the United States to keep
our working men and women safe.

The date of April 28th was chosen in rec-
ognition of the anniversary of the Occupational
Safety and Health Act of 1971. Since its cre-
ation, OSHA has helped reduce the rate of
workplace death and injury through the work
of the National Institute for Occupational Safe-
ty and Health and the Occupational Health
and Safety Administration. But over 6 million
workers in the United States still become sick
or injured each year as a result of their work.

To maintain a strong and healthy economy,
America needs a safe and healthy workforce.
Federal safety and health standards are vital,
as is funding for job safety research.

Last year in Oregon, dozens of workers
gave the ultimate sacrifice to their professions:
their lives. | would like to honor their memory
now by recognizing them:

Wendell S. Alden, Joshua I. Allen, Michael
W. Barton, Camilo U. Becerra-Corona, Daniel
R. Becker, Joyce D. Boothe, William R.
Bronco, Daniel J. Buckley, Harriet T. Burk,
Curtis Claflin, Dean I. Corliss, Jaime M.
Diaz, David L. Dunn, Daniel W. Ealy, Paul D.
Ferbrache II, Vernon L. Fraley, Robert A.
Friedman, Larry R. Fry, and Gary Fullerton.

Obdulia Garcia, George R. Green, Robert T.
Green, Paul W. Haley, David P. Henning,
Carl B. Hestmark, Charles T. Hickey, Hugh
C. Holdt, John F. Janzen, Cody Jones, Aryck
J. Kalinsky, Cory R. Kepple, James Ladd,
Paul Linck, Terence D. Little, Bin Lui, John
T. Lumsden, Steven J. Maine, Patricia M.
McVicker, Donald L. McCready, Douig K.
McKay, Donald R. Mobley, and Bret D.
Montgomery.

Ronald A. Nissen, Mile Obredovic, Ernest
Oleman, Grant Overlock, Susanna Parish,
llaben D. Patel, Skip Perry, Robert L. Peter-
son, Drew M. Pierson, Herbert O. Pishion Jr.,
Rita R. Pratt, Gary Richey, Teresa L. Rines,
Juan C. Rios, Kenneth W. Robinson, Ralph E.
Robinson, Gerardo Robles-Tejeda, Jeffrey L.
Ross, and Billy J. Rucker.

Manfred Schiller, Russell H. Simpson, Ivan
D. Smith, Robert G. Smith, Angelica Solis-
Molina, Kevin M. Southwick, Jeffrey M.
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