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decide whether some law schools might
curb military recruiters’ access to
their students. The issue in question is
the Solomon amendment, a Federal
law that requires universities to give
military recruiters equal access or risk
losing millions of dollars in Federal
funding. These universities allow IBM,
GE and other corporations access, but
not the military. I commend the Su-
preme Court for taking up this case
and urge them to reverse a lower court
injunction against enforcement of the
Solomon amendment.

The Solomon amendment is nec-
essary to protect the military against
the antimilitary sentiment of some
universities and colleges. Yet many of
these universities receive millions and
millions of hardworking American tax
dollars in Federal funds. These univer-
sities will take taxpayers’ money, but
then will discriminate against the very
people who put their lives on the line
to protect our freedoms. This is not
right. I urge support for the Solomon
amendment.

———

NOTING CONTRIBUTIONS OF IMMI-
GRANTS ON OCCASION OF CINCO
DE MAYO

(Mr. CUELLAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize the strength of the contribu-
tions of our immigrants. We find our
immigrants, our sons and daughters, in
government; we find them in the arts;
we find them in medicine, in our edu-
cational system. And the strength that
they provide our country has been out-
standing. My mother and my father
went only to a third and sixth grade
education. They worked hard. They
taught us how to work hard, and they
taught us the power of education.

This is why it is important that we
recognize the strength and the diver-
sity that our country is based on the
immigrants, especially now that we
rise and we see the Cinco de Mayo, es-
pecially my district, which is about 68
percent Hispanics. We should thank
their contributions and recognize that
contribution.

———

SENATE FILIBUSTER

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise to de-
nounce the grave injustice occurring a
few hundred yards from here in the
United States Senate. As any student
of American Government knows, it is
the job of the President to nominate
fellow Americans to serve as Federal
judges, and it is the job of the Senate
to either approve or reject those nomi-
nations. It is a simple system that
guarantees proper checks and balances
in the manner our forefathers envi-
sioned.

Over the past 2 years, though, Senate
Democrats have exploited parliamen-
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tary loopholes to prevent the Senate
from voting up or down on many of
President Bush’s highly qualified nomi-
nees. They are hiding behind the Sen-
ate filibuster to block judicial nomi-
nees who have the support of the ma-
jority of the Senate, something that
has never been done in American his-
tory.

Democrats in the Senate are not ask-
ing for time to debate these nominees.
They are not going to the American
people and explaining why they oppose
them. They are not even using their
talents of persuasion to urge their Re-
publican colleagues to vote ‘‘no.” No,
they are just refusing to vote. And that
is just wrong.

I stand for this simple proposition,
that every judicial nominee of the
President deserves a fair yes-or-no
vote. If Democrats do not like the
President’s nominees, they can vote
“no,” but to avoid voting altogether is
a dangerous disservice.

———
SECOND CHANCE REENTRY ACT

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
understand that Representative Rob
Portman’s last day was Friday of last
week. President Bush appointed him to
be the U.S. Trade Representative, and
Rob has gone off to pursue those du-
ties. I want to wish him well.

Rob and I worked closely together,
and we introduced something called
the Second Chance Reentry Act, to as-
sist inmates coming home from prison
to rehabilitate and redeploy and rede-
velop and reestablish their lives. I have
never enjoyed working more with a
Member who was dedicated to what he
was attempting to do, totally com-
mitted, willing to compromise; and we
have a bill that we think will go a long
way toward assisting these individuals.

And so I trust that in memory of the
great work that Rob Portman did, all
of us will support the Second Chance
Reentry Act and continue the work
that Rob was so proud of. Rob, we
thank you.

———
IRAQI CABINET

(Mr. CHOCOLA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CHOCOLA. Mr. Speaker, a few
short months ago, millions of Iraqis
risked their lives by simply casting a
vote. This week, the bravery dem-
onstrated on that historic January day
came to fruition as the country’s first
freely elected government in over half
a century was sworn in. The new cabi-
net is representative of the various
ethnic and religious groups in Iraq and
will be charged with the important
task of writing a permanent Iraqi con-
stitution. This milestone is yet an-
other victory for the Iraqi people and
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delivers a further blow to the terrorists
and advances the cause of freedom
worldwide.

Mr. Speaker, I wish to reiterate our
continued admiration and support of
the Iraqi people, and I commend them
for the courage and tenacity they con-
tinue to demonstrate as they embrace
freedom and democracy.

———

109TH REPUBLICANS DELIVER
ACCOMPLISHMENTS FOR AMERICA

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, America’s economic future is
bright. Since May 2003, more than 3
million American jobs have been cre-
ated, and we have had 22 straight
months of job growth. In the last
month alone, more than 110,000 Ameri-
cans have found jobs.

In the past 100 days, House Repub-
licans have delivered a long list of ac-
complishments that are spurring eco-
nomic growth and making a positive
difference for millions of American
families. The 109th Congress has passed
legislation that will permanently re-
peal the death tax, decrease the deficit,
strengthen America’s borders, prevent
frivolous lawsuits, improve our high-
ways, and provide our country with a
comprehensive energy plan. Because of
our continued efforts, the unemploy-
ment rate is now at the lowest level
since September 2001.

Each of these accomplishments will
ensure that our economy continues to
improve. However, we will not be satis-
fied until every American who wants a
job can find a job. Although Democrats
continue to try to obstruct our positive
agenda, House Republicans will remain
dedicated to helping American workers
take care of their families.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
God bless Grace Christian School, and
we will never forget September 11.

———
JUDICIAL NOMINEES

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, as an
elected official from the First District
of Ohio, I took an oath to uphold the
Constitution. In taking the oath, I
have an obligation to ensure that the
Constitution and the intent of the
Founding Fathers is protected. The
American people deserve to know that
the Constitution, the intent of the
Founders, and 214 years of tradition are
being jeopardized by use, or the threat-
ened use, of the filibuster on judicial
nominations. Never before has a judi-
cial nominee with clear majority sup-
port been denied an up-or-down vote.
The filibuster is not part of the Con-
stitution, nor is it even part of the
original Senate rules. However, the use
of the filibuster on judicial nomina-
tions threatens the very principles on
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which this country was founded by
forcing the Constitution to yield to a
Senate rule, a predicament that should
be untenable to all of us who have
sworn to uphold that most sacred docu-
ment.

The filibuster has been and continues
to be useful when it comes to legisla-
tion. It should remain. However, judi-
cial nominees deserve more and the
American people deserve more. They
deserve what the Constitution calls for,
an up-or-down vote.

———

SOCIAL SECURITY

(Mr. CANTOR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, Social
Security is undoubtedly the sacred
bond between the United States Gov-
ernment and the American people. The
Social Security debate is one about
how to best protect the interests of to-
day’s seniors while preserving benefits
for our children and our grandchildren.

When visiting citizens in my congres-
sional district over the last several
months, I was able to hear from stu-
dents, seniors, employers and others
about their thoughts on the problem
facing the Social Security system. Un-
doubtedly, I heard the message that
the Social Security system is headed
for a crisis. In the 1930s when Social
Security was created, there were more
than 40 workers for every retiree.
Today, there are just over three work-
ers for every retiree. By 2018, there will
be less than three workers for every re-
tiree. These are the facts. This is our
reality. To ignore this problem or to
claim that there is no problem is plain
irresponsible.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to
produce a solution for the American
people to save our Social Security sys-
tem.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GINGREY). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the Chair will postpone further
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or on
which the vote is objected to under
clause 6 of rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later today.

———
J 1030

FRANCIS C. GOODPASTER POST
OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1082) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 120 East Illinois Avenue in
Vinita, Oklahoma, as the ‘‘Francis C.
Goodpaster Post Office Building.”
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The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 1082

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FRANCIS C. GOODPASTER POST OF-
FICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 120
East Illinois Avenue in Vinita, Oklahoma,
shall be known and designated as the
“Francis C. Goodpaster Post Office Build-
ing”’.

(gb) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the “‘Francis C. Goodpaster
Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GINGREY). Pursuant to the rule, the
gentleman from Connecticut (Mr.
SHAYS) and the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. DAvVisS) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Connecticut?

There was no objection.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Com-
mittee on Government Reform and its
chairman, I rise to begin the consider-
ation of H.R. 1082. This legislation hon-
ors a caring community leader who
personifies much of what is good about
America. Francis Goodpaster was a
veteran, postmaster, philanthropist,
teacher, church elder, and lifelong resi-
dent of the northeast Oklahoma town
of Vinita. All members of the OKla-
homa State delegation have joined the
gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr.
BOREN), the sponsor, as cosponsors of
H.R. 1082.

Born in Vinita, Oklahoma in 1909,
Francis Goodpaster became employed
by the Post Office Department in 1937.
He left his job and his home to serve
our Nation in the Army in World War
II. He retired from the Army as a lieu-
tenant colonel. In 1964 he became Post-
master in Vinita until his retirement
in 1973.

In addition to his postal and military
career, Mr. Goodpaster was very active
in his native community. He served as
Craig County Commissioner, President
of the Vinita Lions Club, commander
in the local American Legion, Red
Cross board member, and he was even
an elder at the Pilgrim Presbyterian
Church.

Mr. Speaker, Francis Goodpaster
passed away on March 3, 2002. We sup-
port this legislation that will memori-
alize his contributions to his home-
town of Vinita, Oklahoma.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

H2887

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from OKklahoma (Mr.
BOREN), the sponsor of this legislation.

Mr. BOREN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Illinois for yield-
ing me this time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to voice my
support for H.R. 1082, which will name
the Vinita, Oklahoma Post Office after
Francis C. Goodpaster.

Francis Goodpaster was a lifelong
resident of Vinita, only leaving his
hometown briefly to attend Oklahoma
A&M and to serve his country during
World War II. He was also a man who
dedicated his life to public service. His
service, however, was not only to the
people of the great State of Oklahoma,
but to the people of our Nation as well.

Mr. Goodpaster first entered service
with the United States Postal Depart-
ment in 1937. He remained in his post
delivering mail to the people of Vinita
until his retirement in 1973. In fact, his
great service to the postal system and
the people it serves earned him the po-
sition of Postmaster for the Vinita
Post Office during the last decade of
service. From what I am told, Francis
Goodpaster put the ‘‘service’” in the
postal service, and he was proud to do
so. In fact, I understand that several
Christmases and several of those cele-
brations were put on hold in the
Goodpaster household until all the
packages were delivered to all the resi-
dents of Vinita. Again, this just shows
the value that Francis Goodpaster saw
in serving the public and making sure
that his friends, neighbors, and com-
munity members were happy.

In addition to serving his community
of Vinita, Francis Goodpaster was also
a public servant for the State of Okla-
homa. Upon returning from Oklahoma
A&M, Mr. Goodpaster was elected by
his peers to represent them as a rep-
resentative in the Oklahoma State leg-
islature. Having previously served in
the Oklahoma legislature myself, I un-
derstand the respect that this deserves
when the district sends someone to the
State capital, and they did that with
Francis Goodpaster.

Even more selflessly than being a
public servant to his community and to
his State, Francis Goodpaster was a
public servant to his Nation. For a
time during his early years in the post-
al service, Mr. Goodpaster served our
Nation as part of the Greatest Genera-
tion in World War II. As a lieutenant
colonel in the United States Army, he
did his part to help ensure the free-
doms that we enjoy here today. I feel
that such selflessness should not go
unacknowledged.

These are only a few of the many ac-
complishments in Francis Goodpaster’s
life. I could go on and on with many
more examples of the great gifts of
service that he gave to the State and
the Nation, from filling a term as Craig
County Commissioner to serving on the
board of the Red Cross, to being a part
of the State’s Silver Hair Legislature
for two terms. In the end, though, I
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