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Gordon Allot of Colorado and Congress-
man McIntyre of Maine. Several of
those gentlemen chaired the Senate
Republican Conference, a position I
now hold.

As the research librarian for the Re-
publican Conference, in the days before
computers, Betty would come into the
Russell Senate Office Building hours
before most staffers would arrive. By
the time the Senate began business for
the day, she would have copied, filed,
and cross-filed, in what must have been
one of the world’s most elaborate ref-
erence systems, scores of that day’s
news items from a wide variety of
sources. The cumulative result was a
towering warren of filing cabinets,
jammed with thousands of sheets of
paper, the location of each of which she
somehow remembered. It was not un-
usual for Senators to request urgent
information from both the Congres-
sional Research Service and Betty,
knowing there was a good chance she
would have it on their desks long be-
fore the official system could respond.

With today’s internet, of course, it is
not necessary for our staff to literally
walk across town through a winter
blizzard in order to provide the day’s
news clips, but that is what Betty was
known to do on occasion. Little won-
der, then, that she had a special place
in the hearts of many Senators. An-
other remarkable Republican woman,
Senator Margaret Chase Smith, was es-
pecially close to Betty and requested
that she join the board of the Smith
Library in Maine, on which Betty still
serves.

It must be admitted that, during
most of the period when Betty worked
on the Hill, opportunities for advance-
ment for women were limited. It’s hard
to imagine how they ran this place
without the full participation of
women; we could not manage to do
that today. And yet Betty always
found ways to make a difference. At
the request of Senator Saltonstall, for
example, she took under her wing a
young man who needed to be trained as
a legislative assistant. Even though, as
a woman, she was not eligible for the
job, she produced a first-rate legisla-
tive aide. The young man was named
Eliott Richardson, and throughout his
later career he never forgot his teacher
and always made a point of paying his
respects to her personally when his of-
ficial duties brought him to the Sen-
ate.

On behalf of the Senate Republican
Conference and its leadership past and
present, I salute Betty for her lifetime
of labor in our behalf and, indeed, for
the entire Senate. Betty’s contribu-
tions to this institution are still appre-
ciated, and she remains an inspiration
to us all.
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A TRIBUTE TO LEONARD WING,
JR.

e Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to a good friend,
Leonard Wing, Jr., who passed away
Saturday, April 30, 2005. Leonard was a
decorated war hero, a civic leader, a
devoted family man, and a great
Vermonter.

I knew Leonard almost my entire
life. We grew up across the street from
each other on Kingsley Avenue in Rut-
land, VT. When I was a young boy,
Leonard left Vermont to fight in World
War II. Leonard was wounded and
taken prisoner in Europe before escap-
ing and fleeing to northern Africa with
help from the Polish underground. For
his efforts in the European Theatre,
Leonard was awarded the Silver Star
and the Purple Heart, in addition to
other commendations. I still remember
listening in awe as my neighbors in
Rutland recounted the heroics of Leon-
ard and his father, MG Leonard Wing,
Sr., who was a Vermont legend for his
military leadership in the South Pa-
cific. Leonard Wing, Jr. went on to
serve for over 30 years in the Army and
Army National Guard before retiring
as a brigadier general in 1973.

After World War II, Leonard returned
to the United States and continued his
studies, graduating from the Boston
University School of Law in 1950. After
law school, Leonard returned to
Vermont and became one of the State’s
finest attorneys, practicing law in Rut-
land for 46 years. During his legal ca-
reer, Leonard served as both the presi-
dent of the Vermont Bar Association
and the State director of the American
College of Trial Lawyers.

To residents of Rutland, Leonard is
probably best known, however, for his
local leadership and civic involvement.
Leonard sat for 6 years on the Rutland
City Board of School Commissioners,
part of that time serving as the board’s
president. Most significantly, Leonard
helped found the Havenwood School in
Rutland. He also served as president of
that school in addition to holding the
same post at the Rutland Association
for Retarded Citizens and the Vermont
Association of the Retarded. These are
just a few notable examples of the
many charitable and civic activities to
which Leonard lent his time.

Leonard’s life was marked by his ex-
traordinary service to his local com-
munity, his State, and his country. The
city of Rutland, and the State of
Vermont, will not be the same without
Leonard’s leadership. He will be most
missed, however, by those he loved
most dearly: his family. I offer my con-
dolences to his wife Mary and their
nine children. I hope they take comfort
in knowing that Leonard’s accomplish-
ments and service will not soon be for-
gotten by the scores of Vermonters
whose lives he touched.e®
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HONORING T. LAMAR SLEIGHT

e Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor a native Idahoan who
has distinguished himself in the mili-
tary, public service, and as a religious
contributor. T. LaMar Sleight retired
recently from his position as the Direc-
tor of International and Government
Affairs for The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints. LaMar is a na-
tive of Idaho, born in Montpelier and
educated in Preston. In his years of
public service, he has set a fine exam-
ple of leadership and dedication.

LaMar served more than 34 years in
the military, retiring in 1993 as a Colo-
nel in the United States Army. He
joined the National Guard at age 18.
Eventually the Guard sent him to OCS
and he joined the Army. He was award-
ed three awards of the Legion of Merit
and the Bronze Star medal. His over-
seas assignments took him to Korea,
Vietnam and Germany. Assignments
closer to home include Oklahoma,
Georgia, Nebraska, and Washington,
DC. His military career clearly influ-
enced his organized and structured
leadership style.

Upon retiring from the military,
LaMar took up the challenging posi-
tion as the Director of International
and Government Affairs for The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints. He has been an outstanding li-
aison for the LDS Church and the
international community. I have en-
joyed my interaction with him during
my tenure in Congress, which extends
back more than 12 years. He has a
calming, measured demeanor and could
always be counted on to provide a full
view of any issue that was being dis-
cussed.

No doubt LaMar is balancing his on-
going volunteer service to his church
with lots and lots of golf. With 6 chil-
dren and 11 grandchildren, there is also
a lot of family time and experiences
ahead. I wish him the best as he under-
takes this change in his life.®
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WE THE PEOPLE

e Mr. OBAMA. Mr. President, recently,
more 1,200 students from across the
United States visited Washington, DC
to take part in the national finals of
We the People: The Citizen and the
Constitution, the most extensive edu-
cational program in the country devel-
oped specifically to educate young peo-
ple about the U.S. Constitution and
Bill of Rights.

I applaud the class from Maine Town-
ship High School in Park Ridge that
skillfully represented the great State
of Illinois in this prestigious national
event. Through their knowledge of the
U.S. Constitution, these outstanding
students won the statewide competi-
tion and made Illinois proud in the na-
tional competition here in our Nation’s
capitol.

Congratulations to Nicole Calabrese,
Carly Calkins, Emily Cottrell, Keith
Dent, Katie Eichstaedt, Alyssa Engle,
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