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have a right to know where their
money is being spent. For instance,
why did the Army recently award Kel-
logg, Brown & Root, a subsidiary of
Halliburton, with $72 million in bo-
nuses for ‘‘the company’s excellent per-
formance’?

Perhaps the definition of excellence
has changed since I attended school,
because in my day excellence meant
working hard and achieving positive
results, not conning the American peo-
ple out of millions, even billions, of
dollars while failing to secure Iraq.

And why have $9 billion in supple-
mental funds gone unaccounted for?
How does $9 billion just vanish? Given
the administration’s poor track record
for spending American taxpayers’
money, why does our Congress contin-
ually fail to demand accountability for
how the supplemental funds are being
spent?

Mr. Speaker, there must be a better
way than this, because the current sys-
tem is broken. That is why I have de-
veloped a SMART Security platform
for the 21st century. SMART is a Sen-
sible Multi-lateral American Response
to Terrorism. SMART will help rein-
vigorate America’s foreign policy by
focusing our spending priorities on con-
flict prevention, international diplo-
macy, and multi-lateralism.

Instead of Congress’s current open
check book policy we have for Iraq,
SMART Security wisely invests U.S.
dollars in development funding. It in-
vests in peacekeeping and reconstruc-
tion, adequately funding these impor-
tant programs because then that will
g0 a long way towards ensuring long-
term peace and stability in troubled
countries and troubled regions.

If we had invested in SMART Secu-
rity in the first place, we would not
have become embroiled in a war that
has cost the lives of more than 1,600
American soldiers and at least 24,000
Iraqi civilians. This shameful war has
also permanently injured over 25,000
American soldiers whose lives will be
changed forever. We must focus Amer-
ica’s efforts on a smarter strategy for
our national security instead of con-
tinuing our shameful policy of preemp-
tive military combat.

——
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. GUT-
KNECHT) is recognized for 5 minutes.
(Mr. GUTKNECHT addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

VETOING AMERICA’S
TRANSPORTATION FUTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, finally, blatantly, 18% months
after the expiration of the Surface
Transportation Act which provides cru-
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cial funding for all of the road, bridge,
highway mass transit and related work
of the Federal Government, spending
our gas taxes which are collected day
in and day out and being underspent by
this administration, the Senate acted
to increase funding.

Strangely, this is the one bill, the
only place that George Bush in over 5
years in office has said he is going to
veto a bill if it spends more money.
Now, he will not do that for agriculture
subsidies to pay big corporate farms
not to pay things. He wanted to cut
their subsidies, but the Republicans
have refused to do it, and he is not
threatening to veto that bill.

He is not threatening to veto bills
that are doing wasteful things like the
Star Wars Project in Alaska that does
not work, has not met a single param-
eter of its goal. He cannot threaten ve-
toes there. But when it is spending our
gas tax money, this is the only bill
where we are in the borrowing money.
We are borrowing $1.3 million a minute
to run the Federal Government under
the Bush budget, but we do not have to
borrow money to have a robust high-
way bill. We just need to spend the
taxes we are all paying every time we
tank up our car or truck.

This is money that will put people to
work. This is money that will maintain
and improve our crumbling infrastruc-
ture. It will help mitigate congestion,
people sitting in traffic, idling, wasting
gas, wasting their time. It could better
fund mass transit, alternate transpor-
tation, all these things; but somehow
the President has drawn the line in the
sand.

He said last year, not a penny over
$2566 billion. He wants to underspend
the trust fund so he can borrow that
money to pay for tax cuts for rich peo-
ple. Plain and simple. That is what he
wants to do with our gas tax money.

We pay money at the pump to im-
prove our roads, bridges, and highways.
We have to pay it right there at the
pump. He wants to underspend that
trust fund, and then he wants to take
and divert that money over here to
give rich people tax cuts. Now, is that
a better way to stimulate the economy
of the United States, to improve the
business climate, to help the traveling
public?

I do not think so. It might help them
pay for their corporate jets, but it is
not going to help the rest of us who are
down there mired in traffic.

So the Senate voted yesterday 76 to
22 to increase funding substantially
above the levels the President says he
will veto. Well, an override of a veto is
66 votes in the United States Senate.
Maybe this will send a message that we
have been trying to send to the White
House for 2 years.

There is a huge bipartisan coalition,
Republican and Democrat in the House
and the Senate, who want to invest in
our roads, bridges, highways, mass
transit, alternative transportation, put
Americans to work, help Americans get
to work, and help improve the effi-
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ciency of our business. Hopefully, they
will change their tone down at the
White House and stop threatening to
veto needed investment.

The President’s own Department of
Transportation, the people he politi-
cally appointed and controls, says this
bill should be $376 billion. And the
President says not a penny over 256.
Now he has come up a little bit to the
House level of 284, but that is not ade-
quate to meet the needs of the system.
And the Senate wants to spend more of
our gas tax dollars on what they were
collected for, projects to rebuild and
improve the efficiency of the Nation’s
infrastructure.

So I take this as a very positive
move. Hopefully, the Republican lead-
ership can move with dispatch to have
a conference committee and get a bill
done by May 31. That is when the fifth
extension of the long-expired highway
bill expires. Because if we do not, hun-
dreds of projects across America will
not get built this summer, those jobs
will not be created, those bottlenecks
will not be solved, those bridges will
not be repaired, the traveling public
will be impaired.

The White House will be happy with
that because then they get to take
more money, divert it from the gas tax,
and spend it on more tax cuts for rich
people. But I do not think the rest of
America will be amused by that. So I
am hoping the American public will de-
mand that Congress act quickly to re-
solve the differences between the House
and the Senate and get a bill now 18
months overdue to the President’s
desk. And if he chooses to veto it, then
pressure the Congress to override that
ill-intentioned veto.

Let him veto something wasteful.
Let him veto something that we are
borrowing money to pay for, but do not
veto a paid-for highway bill with vital
investment in America’s transpor-
tation future.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOS-
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SCHIFF addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)
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