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It is time that we recognize that the
people of this country are suffering
from a health care system which is not
responsive to their needs. It is time for
Medicare for all, universal single
payer, not-for-profit health care, H.R.
676.

————

NATIONAL MISSING KIDS DAY

(Mr. FOLEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOLEY. Madam Speaker, as co-
chairman, along with the gentleman
from Alabama (Mr. CRAMER) of the
Congressional Missing and Exploited
Childrens Caucus, I rise today in order
to recognize National Missing Kids
Day.

The numbers are stunning. Every day
over 2,000 children go missing. Even
though many are returned home, there
are still many who remain missing to
this day. If not for the efforts of the
National Center For Missing and Ex-
ploited Children, signed into law by
President Reagan in 1983, and thanks
to the hard work of John and Reve
Walsh, and many of our Nation’s law
enforcement and colleagues here in
Congress, I am afraid many more par-
ents would be mourning the loss of
their children.

Despite our success in recent years in
tracking down our missing kids, much
more needs to be done. Over the years,
we have heard the names: Jessica
Lunsford, Jetseta Gage, Sarah Michelle
Lunde, Megan Kanka, Jacob
Wetterling, and Adam Walsh, all of
them beautiful children carrying with
them some hopes and dreams of every
young child in this country. All of
these children taken away from their
parents and killed by sex offenders.

There are over 500,000 registered sex
offenders in this country, and 150,000 of
them are missing. Now we hear that
Medicare may be giving them Viagra.
How disgusting. How sad. How sick. We
have to stop playing Russian roulette
with our children.

Last week, the gentleman from Ala-
bama (Mr. CRAMER), my cochairman,
and I, along with Senators Hatch and
Biden, introduced the Sex Offender
Registration Notification Act. I urge
my colleagues in the House to work
with the gentleman from Wisconsin
(Mr. SENSENBRENNER) in passing this
important bill.

————

CONSENSUS ON SOCIAL SECURITY

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, yes-
terday the President said, ‘“Those who
obstruct reform, no matter what party
they are, will pay a political price.”
Ironically, it is the President’s insist-
ence on privatization of Social Secu-
rity that is slowing retirement reform.
Privatization of Social Security has
become the poison pill of progress.
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We need to broaden the debate on
privatizing Social Security into a dis-
cussion of retirement security. Demo-
crats have ideas and proposals; our Re-
publican friends have ideas and their
proposals. We are not all that far
apart. But before we can move forward,
the privatization of Social Security has
brought progress to a standstill.

Here are four ideas I have proposed:
automatic enrollment in 401(k)s for all
Americans; direct deposits of tax re-
funds into savings accounts; a govern-
ment match of the first $2,000 you save,
matching it for 50 percent; and the uni-
versal 401(k) to simplify and consoli-
date the 16 different savings vehicles
that exist.

Madam Speaker, make no mistake,
this is the domestic issue of our time.
We can choose to lead, or we can con-
tinue to debate the privatization plan
the public has already rejected. Let us
not allow the President to stand in the
way of progress. The American people
deserve a secure retirement.

———

PRESIDENT BUSH SUPPORTS
RENEWABLE FUELS

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to applaud President Bush
on his recent statements in support of
renewable fuels such as ethanol and
biodiesel. While touring a biodiesel fa-
cility in Virginia last week, President
Bush stated, ‘‘Our independence on for-
eign oil is like a foreign tax on the
American Dream, and that tax keeps
growing every year.”’

The President called on Americans to
increase our use of renewable fuels and
highlighted biodiesel as a fuel of the
future. ‘“You are beginning to see a
new industry evolve,”” the President
stated, ‘‘and as more Americans choose
biodiesel over petroleum fuel, they can
be proud knowing they are helping to
make this country less dependent on
foreign 0il.”

The energy bill that passed the House
and is currently being debated in the
Senate would increase our use of re-
newable fuels and reduce our reliance
on foreign fuel. The President has
called on Congress to get him that en-
ergy bill by the August break.

We need a national energy policy
sooner rather than later, and a policy
that strengthens and encourages the
development and use of renewable fuels
like biodiesel and ethanol.

———
HIDDEN ISSUE OF BASE CLOSURES

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker,
one item the House will not debate
today in the Defense authorization is
the hidden issue behind base closure:
the Pentagon’s inability and Congress’
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unwillingness to have the military
clean up after itself.

Incredibly, we are starting the fifth
round of base closures when we have 17
bases and thousands of acres that re-
main from the 1988 round that have not
been cleaned up. No wonder people are
concerned about BRAC. This
footdragging is bad for the environ-
ment, it is bad for local economies, and
it gives the military a reputation for
being a poor partner.

Congress should no longer be missing
in action in this critical area, and it is
time for Secretary of Defense Donald
Rumsfeld to stop trying to sidestep en-
vironmental responsibility and make
sure that the military cleans up after
itself. The public demands and deserve
no less.

POLITICAL AGENDA OF
DEMOCRATIC WATCHDOGS

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, govern-
ment watchdogs seem to be popular
these days. They claim to keep an eye
on politicians to keep them honest. Po-
litical Money Line is gathering data
that is available to the public on who
is paying for congressional travel. That
is a watchdog. It puts the truth out for
the public and sounds a warning when
there is a problem.

However, other so-called watchdogs
are not watching out for the public;
they are promoting their own political
agenda. They are partisans. Four of the
big ones, Citizens For Responsibility
and Ethics in Washington, Common
Cause, Public Citizen, and Campaign
Legal Center all have deeply embedded
partisan ties with the Democrats. To-
gether, they have hired Democrat staff-
ers and former Democrat public offi-
cials, and they have contributed mil-
lions to Democrats in elections. To-
gether, they have launched an attack
on their partisan rivals and their num-
ber one enemy, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. DELAY).

They do not care about the public.
They care about power. They want it
back. This has nothing to with watch-
ing out for the public, but everything
to do with partisans deceiving the
American people and trying to change
the party in power.

——

WOMEN IN THE MILITARY

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, today I
rise to honor the courage and commit-
ment of women who have served and
continue to serve in defense of our Na-
tion. Today, we will be voting on an ap-
propriations bill to limit and restrict
women in the military. How ironic.

Tomorrow, women Members of Con-
gress, from this Congress, will be at-
tending the eighth annual Congres-
sional Caucus for Women’s Issues’
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wreath laying ceremony at Arlington
National Cemetery. The event is an an-
nual opportunity to recognize women
who play and have played a critical
role in the Armed Forces, both in times
of war and peace, and currently now in
Afghanistan and Iraq.

Our troops and all of our service-
women deserve our utmost respect for
protecting our freedom. As of March
2005, an estimated 203,000 women serve
in our U.S. military and another 142,000
women serve in the reserve units in the
U.S. Armed Forces. These women give
of themselves and make extraordinary
sacrifices.

The Congressional Caucus of Wom-
en’s Issues is committed to supporting
women in our Armed Forces. As Demo-
cratic Chair of that women’s caucus, 1
want to thank all the servicewomen for
their unyielding courage, selfless com-
mitment, and long-standing dedication
to our military and our country. Let us
remember them over the Memorial
Weekend.

———
O 1015
HONORING AMERICA’S MILITARY

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to honor Amer-
ica’s military men and women. As we
approach Memorial Day, our grateful
Nation says thank you to those who
have sacrificed so much in the name of
freedom.

We here at home often show our ap-
preciation for all that our troops have
done by sending care packages, letters
and phone cards to them while they
serve, but our appreciation for their ef-
forts, their courage, and their valor go
far beyond the battlefield. These self-
less acts of heroism have helped main-
tain our most fundamental freedoms,
life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness for all Americans, all earned with
the help of those who have paid the ul-
timate sacrifice.

At the same time, we have a respon-
sibility to our veterans and their fami-
lies. While Memorial Day is filled with
parades and festivals in many towns
across the country, let us not forget its
true meaning: A heartfelt thank-you to
those who serve our country.

Madam Speaker, I encourage all
Americans to join me in thanking
America’s military men and women in
all they do for us. Their sacrifices have
proven that we should never underesti-
mate the price of freedom and all it
stands for.

———
SENATE SHACKLES DEMOCRACY

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, as we approach Memorial
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Day, we should recognize that the
honor of our men and women in the
United States military should be a
yearlong event.

Madam Speaker, I rise to question
the idea of democracy as articulated by
the United States Senate. President
Lyndon Baines Johnson indicated that
a man cannot finish a race if his hands
and feet are shackled. The furlough of
democracy took place in the United
States Senate.

The compromise on the filibuster is
really an extinguishing of democracy.
It is now extinct because now there is
an override, if you will, on whether or
not men and women can rise to the
floor of the Senate and express the
views of the minority, not a minority
of African Americans or Hispanics or
others, but simply the minority view.
That is what democracy is.

It is an outrage that any qualifica-
tion would be put on the rights of those
in the United States Senate whom hap-
pen to be in the minority to speak on
the issues of concern. The judges that
will receive a vote today have great op-
position from many in this country.
Now the filibuster is not in place, be-
cause it has be limited, and now de-
mocracy has been shackled and tied.

———

AMERICAN EDUCATION BEING
LEFT BEHIND

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Madam Speaker, in a
recent Washington Times technology
section, Fred Reed gives us good evi-
dence while America is on the path to-
wards a third-rate economy.

First, in 2001 through the end of the
last school year, New York City 8th
graders’ failure rate in history and gov-
ernment grew from 61 percent to 81 per-
cent. That is four out of five students.

Second, 22 percent of the students en-
tering college in Indiana needed reme-
dial math.

Third, this year’s top U.S. university
finished in 17th place in an inter-
national collegiate programming con-
test.

We are not preparing for tomorrow’s
economy. The world is getting more
and more technical, and we are falling
behind. While China is creating 350,000
engineers every year, while India is
creating 80,000 software engineers
every year, we are putting more and
more of our students in remedial math.
We have to change the educational en-
vironment in America if we are going
to avoid becoming a third-rate econ-
omy.

Education is just one of the issues
the Economic Competitive Caucus will
be addressing this year so we can pre-
pare for tomorrow’s economy.

HONORING MAJOR BILL
McCOLLOUGH

(Mr. CUNNINGHAM asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Madam Speaker,
I rise this morning to salute and wish
a hearty farewell to Major Bill
McCollough of the House Marine Corps
liaison office.

In the midst of a career in the field
and leading troops around the globe,
Bill was selected by the Marine Corps
leadership to serve as a Congressional
Fellow in 2002.

Representing the Nation’s largest
Navy-Marine Corps complex, I had
hoped to get a military fellow with the
right mix of brains, brawn, and ability
to ‘‘get things done’ to help me better
serve the San Diego community.

I met Bill, and knew I had found the
right fit. Bill worked a number of sen-
sitive military issues for me with great
skill and finesse. So our office quickly
rewarded him with an expanded port-
folio, including domestic issues of crit-
ical importance to my district.

Major McCollough impressed me with
his professionalism, his good will and
dedication to family and Nation. I will
always be grateful for the opportunity
to work with him and his family.

As he returns to Camp Pendleton,
and likely another tour in the Middle
East soon, I wish Bill, his wife, Caro-
line, and sons, Hunter and Jack, the
best of luck and a fond farewell. They
know they will always have a family
here in Washington.

—————

HONORING DAUGHTERS OF THE
AMERICAN REVOLUTION

(Mr. KLINE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KLINE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize an outstanding
group of women who have made an in-
comparable contribution to Northfield,
Minnesota, and have set an example of
service for all Americans.

The Daughters of the American Rev-
olution is a volunteer women’s service
organization dedicated to promoting
patriotism, preserving American his-
tory, and securing America’s future
through better education for our chil-
dren.

Next month the Josiah Edison Chap-
ter, Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion, in Northfield will celebrate their
100th anniversary. Over the past cen-
tury they have established a proud tra-
dition of service from bestowing Good
Citizen Awards to high school students
to volunteering at VA centers and lay-
ing wreaths during memorial services.

The women of the Josiah Edison
Chapter are mothers and grand-
mothers, business women, teachers,
ministers and veterans united by a be-
lief in God, love of country, commit-
ment to preserving our history, and
dedication to improving education.

As a proud husband of a member, 1
can assure you these women live their
motto of ‘““God, Home and Country.”” On
this anniversary, I want to thank the
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