May 26, 2005

Since the very beginning of its existence,
Israel has been a vital ally of the United
States, enjoying a strategic partnership based
on shared democratic values, friendship, and
respect. America and Israel shall remain close
friends for years to come, particularly as Israel
continues to seek peace with her neighbors.
On the Jewish Calendar, Israel's Independ-
ence Day falls on the 5th of lyar, cor-
responding this year with May 12, 2005. This
day is a joyous time to reflect with pride on
the work of the men and women who knew
that one day the dream of the State of Israel
would become a reality.

Mr. Speaker, | join with my colleagues in ex-
tending warm congratulations and best wishes
to the people of Israel as they celebrate this
57th year of Israel's independence. | wish
them peace and prosperity in the years to
come, kein yehi ratzon.

RECOGNIZING JUDY GOFF, EXECU-

TIVE SECRETARY-TREASURER
EMERITUS ALAMEDA LABOR
COUNCIL

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2005

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to Judy Goff who served, from 1999 to
2005, as Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the
Alameda Labor Council, based in Oakland,
California. She was the first woman elected to
lead a major labor council in California and
was also the first woman elected statewide
President of SEIU Local 535.

Judy Goff's leadership in the labor move-
ment is exemplary. She has consistently sup-
ported labor solidarity by speaking at numer-
ous rallies, walking countless picket lines, and
being arrested for the cause of worker’s rights.

She is a founding member of the Labor Im-
migrant Organizing Network, which initiated a
successful resolution to change the National
AFL-CIO policy on immigrant workers’ rights.
Ms. Goff has never hesitated to put herself
and the labor movement squarely on the side
of the downtrodden and oppressed. She is a
staunch supporter of workers’ civil rights. Dur-
ing her leadership, the Alameda Labor Council
opposed police action against workers and
protesters and was instrumental in changing
police tactics and policy to insure safety and
respect.

Increased diversity in the leadership of the
Alameda Labor Council is another example of
Judy Goff’s consistent voice and steady lead-
ership to represent the interest of all workers,
locally, nationally, and internationally. She has
devoted her efforts to improving labor edu-
cation at all levels, including service on the
California State Assembly Speaker's Commis-
sion on Labor Education.

In keeping with her ongoing interest of eco-
nomic parity for workers, she spearheaded the
successful passage of a Living Wage Ordi-
nance in the cities of Berkeley, Hayward, and
Oakland as well as the Port of Oakland.

On June 10, 2005, the Central Labor Coun-
cil of Alameda County, AFL-CIO will bestow its
Lifetime Achievement Award on Judy Goff as
Unionist of the Year. | join the Council and
Ms. Goff's friends, family and admirers in ap-
preciation for her many years of dedicated
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service and congratulate her on a distin-
guished career in the labor movement.

—————
SIXTY YEAR ANNIVERSARY: CO-
LUMBIAN AWARDED NAVY

CROSS AT THE BATTLE OF OKI-
NAWA

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2005

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, | am honored today to recognize the tre-
mendous sacrifice of Thomas Marvin “Tim”
Owen, Jr., who as a Water Tender First Class,
United States Navy, served on the USS But-
ler. The USS Butler was a destroyer that par-
ticipated in many important naval battles in
World War Il. The Butler served as an escort
ship near Casablanca, North Africa, and
Dakar, French West Africa. She participated in
the Sicily Invasion, Battle of the Seine, Inva-
sion of Northern France at the Battle of Nor-
mandy and the Battle of Okinawa.

On May 25, 1945 at the Battle of Okinawa,
bombs from a suicide plane exploded under
the ship blowing out steam lines and flooding
the forward fire room. The USS West Virginia
stood by to assist the Butler until power was
restored. During this time, two more suicide
planes attacked the Butler.

Thomas Marvin Owen, Jr. was awarded the
Navy Cross for heroic actions in this engage-
ment. Even though he was mortally wounded,
he continued to perform his duty at his post
and aided other sailors on the Butler. He and
eight shipmates were killed in the engagement
and were buried at sea. His name is inscribed
on the Honolulu Memorial Tablets for those
missing in action or buried at sea.

——————

JONATHAN WALLACE KROART
MAKES HIS MARK ON THE WORLD

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2005

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Mr. Michael Galbraith Kroart
and Mrs. Elizabeth Sparrow Kroart on the birth
of their child, Master Jonathan Wallace Kroart.
Jonathan was born on Thursday, May 5, 2005
and weighed 7 pounds and 14 ounces. My
wife Faye and the entire Etheridge family join
me in wishing Michael and Elizabeth great
happiness during this very special time in their
lives.

As a father of three, | know the immeas-
urable pride and rewarding challenges that
children bring into your life. Their innocence
keeps you young-at-heart. Through their in-
quiring minds and wide-eyed wonder, they
show you the world in a fresh, new way and
change your perspective on life. A little mir-
acle, a new baby holds all the potential of
what human beings can achieve.

| welcome young Jonathan into the world
and wish Michael and Elizabeth all the best as
they steer him through all of the joys and chal-
lenges that life brings.
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CONGRATULATING STEVEN
SHARFSTEIN ON HIS INSTALLA-
TION AS AMERICAN PSY-
CHIATRIC ASSOCIATION PRESI-
DENT

HON. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2005

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
congratulate Dr. Steven S. Sharfstein on his
installation as President of the American Psy-
chiatric Association. Dr. Sharfstein is President
and Chief Executive Officer of the Sheppard
Pratt Health System in Baltimore, where he
has worked for nearly 20 years. Located in
Towson, Maryland, Sheppard Pratt Health
System is a private, non-profit behavioral
health organization with over 1,500 employ-
ees. Founded in 1891, Sheppard Pratt is the
area’s largest behavioral health care organiza-
tion. The hospital's reputation as one of the
leading organizations in the field of mental
health is known not only in Maryland, but
throughout the national and international men-
tal communities.

Dr. Sharfstein is also Clinical Professor and
Vice Chair of Psychiatry at the University of
Maryland. A practicing clinician for more than
30 years, he is best known for his research
and writing on the economics of practice and
public mental health policy. Over 13 years, he
has held a variety of positions at the National
Institute of Mental Health, including Director of
Mental Health Service Programs. This month,
Dr. Sharfstein completes on May 27th his one
year term as President-Elect of the American
Psychiatric Association and begins his term as
the 132nd President of the APA, the country’s
oldest national medical specialty society.

Dr. Sharfstein has established himself as an
active leader in his profession and has worked
to eliminate the stigma associated with mental
health treatment. Throughout his years at
Sheppard Pratt, Dr. Sharfstein’s work has
been truly inspirational in advancing the fight
for mental health parity.

Dr. Sharfstein has served the American
Psychiatric Association as chairman of the
Budget Committee, the Committee on Man-
aged Care, and the Ethics Appeals Board. He
has also served as co-chair on the Committee
on Psychiatric Reimbursement, as well as
vice-chair of the Joint Commission on Govern-
ment Relations.

A graduate of Dartmouth College and the
Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Dr.
Sharfstein trained in psychiatry at the Massa-
chusetts Mental Health Center in Boston from
1969 to 1972. He also received a Masters in
Public Administration from the Kennedy
School of Government in 1973 and a certifi-
cate from the Advanced Management Pro-
gram at the Harvard Business School in 1991.
He was Secretary of the American Psychiatric
Association from 1991 to 1995 and its Vice
President from 2002 to 2004.

Through his outstanding leadership at
Sheppard Pratt Health System, Dr. Sharfstein
has already made numerous invaluable con-
tributions to the quality of psychiatric care. |
look forward to continuing to work with him to
advance the cause of quality mental health
treatment, and | congratulate him on this
achievement.
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TRIBUTE TO REVEREND JOHN H.
SCOTT, CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2005

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and pay tribute to one of this coun-
try’s great civil rights leaders, Rev. John H.
Scott. On May 7, | had the opportunity to at-
tend a tribute to Rev. Scott, honoring the 25th
Anniversary Celebration of the John H. Scott
Memorial Fund in Tallulah, Louisiana. This liv-
ing memorial was started at the request of
Rev. Scott at the end of his life, and now pro-
vides scholarships to young people, as well as
supporting other projects that advance the
aims and ideals of the Reverend’s life.

Rev. Scott was a minister and a civil rights
leader who was devoted to improving the
quality of life for African-Americans in this
country. He was born in 1901, in a small, al-
most all-black parish in Louisiana, where black
schools, businesses, and neighborhoods were
thriving, but existed in almost total isolation
from their white neighbors. He came to see
that this seeming independence was not com-
mensurate with equality, and he dedicated his
life to the pursuit of that equality for all people,
of all color, in all places.

He was a farmer, as well as a pastor for
twenty-five years, president of the local
NAACP for thirty-three years, and chairman of
the East Carroll Ministerial Alliance for five,
while still finding time to make regular visits to
hospitals, senior citizens’ homes, and prisons.
His twenty-five year struggle for full voting
rights for African-Americans is an exemplar of
how individual people can indeed change the
world. Armed with a passion for justice and
ready to fight no matter what the cost, his
local, grassroots efforts became a national
movement that ultimately convinced Attorney
General Robert Kennedy to join his crusade
for equality for all. Despite growing up under
the oppressive injustice of Jim Crow laws, and
knowing the risks it presented to his own life
and the lives of his friends, neighbors, and
family members, he was unfaltering in his
quest for progress.

His book, Witness to the Truth, which was
compiled by his daughter, Cleo Scott Brown,
is a collection of his writings and transcripts of
his interviews; and | recommend it to all who
wish to know more about the history of race
relations in this country. We must understand
the truth about our past struggles if we are ul-
timately to see success, because, in the words
of Rev. Scott, “So much of what we will be-
come depends on how we start.” And Rev.
Scott helped us start well. His life is a testa-
ment to the tenacity and courage that daily
fortified our civil rights leaders and sustained
them in their struggle to ensure human rights
for every person, regardless of race, gender,
or economic circumstance.

We all owe a debt of gratitude to Rev. John
H. Scott, and | acknowledge my own indebted-
ness here today. He once wrote, “History is of
little value unless it inspires one to greater en-
deavors, or serves to guide against the mis-
takes of the past.” As the first African-Amer-
ican elected to this great body from my State,
| know that | have been inspired to greater en-
deavors by people like Rev. Scott, whose lives
paved the way for my accomplishments.
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I'd also like to thank Dr. Elsie Scott for
bringing this extraordinary Foundation to my
attention and to commend the other Scott fam-
ily members including Jewel Scott, Johnita
Scott, and Louis G. Scott.

Mr. Speaker, | wish today to honor the
memory of Rev. John H. Scott, and | know
that all of my colleagues here join me in pay-
ing tribute to this man of uncommon distinction
who history will remember as a great warrior
in the struggle for civil rights.

————————

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. HUGH
FERGUSON

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2005

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, one of
our Nation’s greatest assets is our veterans.
When | look around this chamber and see the
reflection of our democracy, | can’t help but
think of those who fought to ensure our safety,
our strength, and our freedom.

| rise today to recognize an honored veteran
and an extraordinary American, Mr. Hugh Fer-
guson.

Those who study World War Il are aware
that the United States was at war with Japan
for three months after Germany surrendered.
The end of the war with Japan came only after
President Harry S Truman made the brave
and difficult decision to use the atomic bomb.

On August 9, 1945, Mr. Hugh Ferguson was
piloting the B—29 bomber plane that dropped
the atomic bomb on Nagasaki, Japan. This
mission required bravery, faith, and discipline
in order to see it through. Mr. Ferguson was
just a mere twenty-two years old when his
country employed his piloting skills to end the
battle and forever change the make-up of the
world.

As Mr. Ferguson will tell you, he and his fel-
low pilots knew their acts would end World
War |l and save hundreds of thousands of
American lives. This knowledge made it clear
to Mr. Ferguson what his mission was and
that his success was necessary—even at its
great cost.

It takes a brave and faithful man to carry out
the missions of the United States military. It
takes an even braver man to test history with
the new technology that was the atomic bomb.
Yet, Mr. Ferguson’s bravery did not stop there.
Years later, he again answered the military’s
call of duty. Mr. Ferguson flew the only plane
on site when the United States detonated the
world’s first hydrogen bomb on Eniwetok Atoll.
Not knowing the consequences of this flight,
he and his crew bravely documented the
power of the hydrogen bomb for United States
officials.

This year marks Mr. Ferguson’s 82nd birth-
day. | wish to congratulate and honor him for
his service to this country in the face of war.
As a member of Congress, as a proud citizen
of the United States, and as a person who en-
joys the freedom this great Nation offers, | offi-
cially recognize Mr. Hugh Ferguson.

May 26, 2005

IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF DR.
JEFFREY CHARLES KELLER ON
THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIRE-
MENT AFTER THIRTY-THREE
YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE DUB-
LIN CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

HON. PAUL E. GILLMOR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 26, 2005

Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
pleasure to pay special tribute to one of Ohio’s
finest educators. After thirty-three years, Dr.
Jeffrey C. Keller is retiring from the Dublin City
School District. Dr. Keller, who for three dec-
ades has directed the Dublin Coffman High
School instrumental music program, has been
a leader in education and an inspiration to the
community.

Raised in Prospect, Ohio, Dr. Keller began
his career at Dublin High School in 1972, after
earning his bachelor's degree from The Ohio
State University. After three years, Dr. Keller
returned to The Ohio State University where
he earned his Masters and Doctoral degrees.
After his graduate education, Dr. Keller re-
turned to Dublin as director of music edu-
cation, a position he has held ever since.

For more than 30 years, bands under Dr.
Keller's direction have enjoyed a superior rep-
utation in the State of Ohio. He has shared
countless hours developing the talents and en-
joyment of music in each of his students. For
his efforts, Dr. Keller was recognized with the
2002 Ohio Music Educators’ Association’s
Ohio Music Educator of the Year Award. In
addition, Dr. Keller has been recognized by
Capital University and Prescott High School in
Arizona for his education and performance
clinics. Dr. Keller was also awarded The
School of Music Society of Alumni and Friends
Award by his alma mater, The Ohio State Uni-
versity, for excellence in teaching in the music
education division.

Beyond his deep commitment to the stu-
dents of Dublin Coffman High School, Dr. Kel-
ler has also given greatly of himself to the
community. As a result of his efforts as a com-
munity leader, Dr. Keller has been a recipient
of the Dublin A.M. Rotary Signature Award,
the Dublin Jaycees Golden Shamrock Award
and the “God and Country” Music Award from
the Greater Columbus Area Salvation Army.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in paying special tribute to Dr. Jeffrey C. Keller
in recognition of his superlative service to the
students, parents and friends of the Dublin
Coffman Music Education Program. On behalf
of the people of the Fifth District of Ohio, | am
proud to recognize his many accomplish-
ments. We wish Jeff, his wife Gail, and their
daughter Kristany, all the best as we salute
one of Ohio’s finest citizens.

———

HONORING THE 130TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF SUMNER HIGH SCHOOL

HON. WM. LACY CLAY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 26, 2005

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to Sumner High School, the first school
west of the Mississippi river to offer secondary
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