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in. It provides the necessary frame-
work for disaster programs and com-
modity programs that allow us to con-
tinue to provide the safest, cheapest,
most wholesome food supply in abun-
dance in the world with a very small
percentage of our population; and it al-
lows us to continue to be in the fore-
front of technology and research and
development, continuing to be on the
cutting edge of having greater produc-
tion, greater yields on fewer acres in
the most environmentally conscious
manner possible, in addition to dealing
with our nutrition issues, our women,
infant and children issues and school
lunch programs and the other impor-
tant issues for our underserved in this
country.

It is a great bill, Mr. Speaker. I en-
courage this entire House to support
the rule and the underlying bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time, and I move the previous
question on the resolution.

The previous question was ordered.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PUTNAM) laid before the House the fol-
lowing resignation as a member of the
Committee on the Judiciary:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 8, 2005.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

I am respectfully requesting that you ac-
cept my resignation from the House Judici-
ary Committee, effective immediately.

Thank you for the opportunity to be a
member of the committee.

Sincerely,
ADAM SMITH,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.

There was no objection.

—————

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO CER-
TAIN STANDING COMMITTEES OF
THE HOUSE

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Democratic Caucus, I
offer a privileged resolution (H. Res.
307) and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 307

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be and are hereby elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees of the House of
Representatives:

(1) COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY.—Ms.
Wasserman Schultz.

(2) COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE.—Mr. Moore of
Kansas.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BONILLA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 2744
and that I may include tabular mate-
rial on the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

———

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-

ISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2006

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 303 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2744.

The Chair designates the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. RYAN) as chair-
man of the Committee of the Whole,
and requests the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. IssA) to assume the chair
temporarily.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2744)
making appropriations for Agriculture,
Rural Development, Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, and Related Agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2006, and for other purposes, with Mr.
ISSA (Acting Chairman) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to
the rule, the bill is considered as hav-
ing been read the first time.

Under the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. BONILLA) and the gentle-
woman from Connecticut (Ms.
DELAURO) each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. BONILLA).

Mr. BONILLA. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, I am pleased to bring
before the House today the fiscal year
2006 appropriations bill for agriculture,
rural development, the FDA and re-
lated agencies. As many people know,
this bill does not just fund agriculture
issues that are so important for the
Nation and the world but also funds the
Food and Drug Administration, the
Women, Infants and Children program,
and the food stamp program. There are
a wide variety of issues that are very
significant to this Nation and the
world.

This is a bipartisan bill, Mr. Chair-
man. I am very proud this year to have
worked for the first time with the gen-
tlewoman from Connecticut (Ms.
DELAURO), who was a great partner in
putting this bill together, as are all the
members of the subcommittee. This is
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a great subcommittee that comes to
the table every day with sometimes
differences of opinion, but at the end of
the day want to get a bill done. As
chairman of this subcommittee, it has
been a very fulfilling experience to
have gone through this process with
this great group.

We have difficult challenges every
year when we put this subcommittee
mark together and when we put the
bill together. We had over 2,100 indi-
vidual requests from Members; so with
the good staff that we have that I will
get into a little more later, we have
had to go through with a fine-tooth
comb every request to make sure that
it does not overlap with another re-
quest and then to prioritize all of these
very important issues that come from
Members all over the country.

I would also like to thank the staff
for working on this. I want to take a
moment to mention some very impor-
tant names who have worked on this
bill, sometimes day and night and on
weekends as well: Martha Foley of the
minority staff; and Maureen Holohan,
Leslie Barrack, and Jamie Swafford of
the majority staff. In addition, I want
to thank our detailee Tom O’Brien and
Walt Smith from my personal staff;
and, of course, my distinguished clerk,
Martin Delgado, who does a fabulous
job on this bill. I also want to take a
brief moment to recognize Joanne
Perdue who worked on the committee
for several years and retired from the
committee just this past month.

Mr. Chairman, I would also like to
point out just in very broad terms that
this bill takes care of a lot of issues
that are critical not just to agriculture
producers but to consumers in terms of
food safety, research projects that are
going on in every State in this Nation.
A lot of people go to the grocery store,
Mr. Chairman, and they see that big
truck pulling up in the back of the
store and unloading goods that are put
on shelves and in the freezers at the
local grocery store and their products
that are sold at a high quality for a
good price. Quite frankly, most Ameri-
cans do not know all of the policy and
all of the research and all of the hard
work that goes into putting that prod-
uct on the shelf so that Americans can
go into the store, use those coupons
and enjoy themselves and the quality
of life that it brings to Americans all
across the country. Again, there is a
lot of detail that goes into putting this
bill together.

I am also very proud to work hand in
hand with the gentleman from Virginia
(Mr. GOODLATTE), our authorizing
chairman, who has been a partner in
this process not just this year but
every year. So all of these policies and
all of these programs that I am talking
about here have been a team effort.

Mr. Chairman, I include at this point
in the RECORD the following tabular
material related to the bill:
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