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Fire Department for 35 years of outstanding
leadership in fire service.

Chief Gary began his career as a volunteer
in a small Southern California fire department
and rose steadily in his job responsibilities to
his appointment in 1994 as Livermore Fire
Chief.

Stewart has guided the Livermore-
Pleasanton Fire Department to becoming one
of the most technologically advanced, well-
prepared, and harmonious fire fighting forces
in the state.

He is a forward-thinker, embracing informa-
tion technology innovations that expand infor-
mation available to his fire fighters when they
have to make emergency decisions about how
to attack a fire.

Stewart also shares his professional exper-
tise throughout the international fire-fighting
community, writing and lecturing on models for
optimal placement of personnel and equip-
ment in fire situations.

Stewart is a gifted leader of people. He fa-
cilitated the merger of the separate fire depart-
ments of the cities of Livermore and
Pleasanton, one of the few such successful
mergers in California, and is a winner of the
1999 Helen Putnam Public Safety Grand Prize
award by the California League of Cities.
Under Stewart's leadership, the Livermore-
Pleasanton Fire Department has continuously
maintained good morale and solid employee
relationships with consensus-building practices
like interest based negotiations.

Mr. Speaker, | thank Chief Stewart Gary for
his contributions to the Livermore-Pleasanton
Fire Department and to the international fire-
fighting community. The high standards he
has set for his Department and his profession
will strengthen fire service for many years to
come.

———

WITHDRAWING APPROVAL OF THE
UNITED STATES FROM AGREE-
MENT ESTABLISHING THE
WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION

SPEECH OF

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 9, 2005

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to reiterate
my reluctant support of Mr. Sanders’s effort
last week to withdraw the United States from
the World Trade Organization. Make no mis-
take: | fully support global commerce. Al-
monds, which | grow on my land in Fresno,
have become California’s most valuable export
through development of foreign markets. In
fact, more than two-thirds of this $1 billion
crop are shipped outside of the United States
every year. So, | truly understand the benefit
of opening the world to the abundance of U.S.
products.

However, free trade must also be fair trade.
Unfortunately, regardless of the diligent work
and excellent intentions of our trade nego-
tiators, the bi-lateral and multi-lateral agree-
ments we have entered into are not serving
America well, especially the interests of Amer-
ican agriculture.

The evidence of our trade failures is undeni-
able. Over the last four years, the U.S. trade
deficit has grown exponentially. This year, in
spite of the Trade Promotion Authority enjoyed
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by the President and the plethora of agree-
ments brought before this body, America’s
trade deficit is the largest it has been in nearly
fifty years. More alarming is the fact that this
year, though the U.S. dollar is valued well-
below most other currencies, our nation will
import more goods than it exports.

For the sake of the American agricultural
economy, we must do better. We must make
a serious evaluation of the way in which we
conduct trade, beginning with the agreements
we negotiate. | am reminded of a quote from
the distinguished former Ranking Member of
the House Agriculture Committee, Charlie
Stenholm: “When you find yourself in a hole,
stop digging.”

In conclusion, my vote today was a vote of
protest. | truly hope and fully expect that we
will successfully enter and engage in the WTO
process. However, | believe it is time for the
Administration to acknowledge that all of us
who are concerned about American agricul-
tural trade policy are dissatisfied. The “yea”
vote | cast last Thursday is my message to
the Administration and my colleagues in Con-
gress that we absolutely must develop a new
trade strategy. And, throughout that delibera-
tion, American agriculture must have a seat at
the table.

————

RECOGNITION OF JERE COLE
HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 13, 2005

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge the hard work and dedication of
Jere Cole as State Treasurer of the Ancient
Order of Hibernians. Jere has served the AOH
as its Treasurer for the past two years with
great distinction. Jere’s dedication to public
service was instilled in him at a very young
age and he has demonstrated throughout his
life a commitment to the Hibernian ideals of
friendship, unity and Christian charity.

After graduation from high school, Jere en-
listed in the United States Air Force serving in
Vietnam where he won the Air Force Accom-
modation medal. Much of Jere’s service to the
community since then has been with the West
Caldwell Volunteer Fire Department where he
has served as 1st Assistant Chief. He has
served as President of Fireman’s Association,
State Secretary of the NJ State Exempt Fire-
man’s Association, and has sat on the Board
of Managers of the Fireman’s Home in Boon-
ton. Jere also served as Secretary-Treasurer
of the NJ State Fire Chiefs Association.

In addition to his responsibilities with the fire
service, Jere has served as the Democratic
Chairman of the West Caldwell Democratic
committee and has been very active in Essex
County democratic politics.

Jere has spent a great deal of time in serv-
ice with the AOH State Board while staying
very active in the Irish American community in
NJ. He is a member of numerous Irish Amer-
ican cultural and social organizations and has
served as General Chairman of the NJ Irish
Festival at the PNC Bank Arts Center as well
as being an active member of the Newark St.
Patrick’s Day Parade committee.

Mr. Speaker, once again | ask my col-
leagues to join me in thanking Jere for his tire-
less service to the AOH and the Irish Amer-
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ican community. | hope that he continues to
remain actively involved in the AOH and in
promoting the values of friendship, unity and
Christian charity.

———

53RD NATIONAL PRAYER
BREAKFAST

HON. JO ANN EMERSON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 13, 2005

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, | had the dis-
tinct honor and privilege of chairing the 53rd
National Prayer Breakfast, held at the Wash-
ington Hilton, here in our Nation’s Capital on
Thursday, February 3, 2005. As you know,
this annual gathering is hosted by Members of
the U.S. Senate and the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives weekly prayer breakfast groups.

Once again, we were honored that Presi-
dent George W. Bush and First Lady Laura
Bush participated and we were greatly encour-
aged by the remarks given by The Honorable
Tony Hall, Ambassador, U.S. Mission to the
United Nations Food and Agriculture Agen-
cies.

This year, we hosted a gathering of over
3,500 individuals from all walks of life in all 50
states and from many countries around the
world. Please find attached a copy of the pro-
gram and the transcript of the 2005 pro-
ceedings that | respectfully request be printed
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD so that all may
benefit from this time together.
53RD NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST—THURS-

DAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2005—INTERNATIONAL

BALLROOM, HILTON WASHINGTON, WASH-

INGTON, DC

We hold these truths to be self-evident;
that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain in-
alienable rights, that among these are life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness; that to
secure these rights, governments are insti-
tuted among men. . . .—Declaration of Inde-
pendence.

Almighty God; We make our earnest pray-
er that Thou wilt keep the United States in
Thy Holy protection; and Thou wilt incline
the hearts of the citizens to cultivate a spirit
of subordination and obedience to govern-
ment; and entertain a brotherly affection
and love for one another and for their fellow
citizens of the United States at large.

And finally that Thou wilt most graciously
be pleased to dispose us all to do justice, to
love mercy, and to demean ourselves with
that charity, humility, and pacific temper of
mind which were the characteristics of the
Divine Author of our blessed religion, and
without a humble imitation of whose exam-
ple in these things we can never hope to be
a happy nation. Grant our supplication, we
beseech Thee, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.—George Washington’s Prayer for the
United States of America, June 8, 1783.

53RD NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST

Chair: The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson;
opening song, Wintley Phipps; pre-breakfast
prayer, the Honorable Emanuel Cleaver II,
U.S. House of Representatives, Missouri.

BREAKFAST

Welcome, the Honorable Jo Ann Emerson,
U.S. House of Representatives, Missouri;
opening prayer, the Honorable Tom Osborne,
U.S. House of Representatives, Nebraska; re-
marks—Senate and House breakfast groups,
the Honorable Mark Pryor, U.S. Senate, Ar-
kansas, the Honorable Norm Coleman, U.S.
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Senate, Minnesota; a reading, the Honorable
Dianne Feinstein, U.S. Senate, California;
song, Wintley Phipps; readings from the
Holy Scriptures, Sergeant Douglas Norman,
3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment ‘“The O0Old
Guard,” U.S. Army; prayer for national lead-
ers, the Honorable Elaine Chao, U.S. Sec-
retary of Labor; message, the Honorable
Tony Hall, Ambassador, United States Mis-
sion to the United Nations Food and Agri-
culture Agencies.

The President of the United States.

Closing song, Wintley Phipps; closing pray-
er, the Honorable Lincoln Davis, U.S. House
of Representatives, Tennessee.

PROVERBS 3:3-6

Let not mercy and truth forsake you;

Bind them around your neck,

Write them on the tablet of your heart,

And so find favor and high esteem in the
sight of God and man.

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and
lean not on your own understanding;

In all your ways acknowledge Him,

And He shall direct your paths.—King Sol-
omon.

EZEKIEL 16:49-50

Thus said the Lord, behold the sin of your
sister Sodom:

She and her daughters were arrogant, over-
fed and unconcerned; they did not help
the poor and needy.

They were haughty and did detestable things
before me.

Therefore I did away with them as you have
seen.—The prophet Ezekiel.

MATTHEW 7:12, 22:37—40

Therefore, Whatever you want men to do to
you, do also to them, for this is the
Law and the Prophets.

“You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your mind.” This is the great
and foremost commandment. And the
second is like it. ““You should love your
neighbor as yourself.” On these two
commandments depend the whole Law
and the prophets.—Jesus of Nazareth.

It is impossible to account for the creation
of the universe, without the agency of a Su-
preme Being.—George Washington.

I hold the precepts of Jesus as delivered by
Himself, to be the most pure, benevolent,
and sublime which have ever been preached
to man.—Thomas Jefferson.

We have been the recipients of the choicest
bounties of heaven; we have been preserved
these many years in peace and prosperity; we
have grown in number, wealth, and powers as
no other nation has ever grown. But we have
forgotten God! Intoxicated with unbroken
success, we have become too self-sufficient
to feel the necessity of redeeming and pre-
serving grace, too proud to pray to the God
who made us.—Abraham Lincoln.

Almost every man who has by his life-work
added to the sum of human achievement of
which the race is proud, almost every such
man had based his work largely upon the
teachings of the Bible.—Theodore Roosevelt.

No greater than could come to our land
today than a revival of the spirit of faith—a
revival that would sweep through the homes
of the nation and stir the hearts of men and
women of all faiths to a reassertion of their
belief in God and their dedication to His will
for themselves and for their world. I doubt if
there is any problem—social, political, or
economic—that would not melt away before
the fires of such a spiritual revival.—Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt.
53RD NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST—

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2000—HILTON

WASHINGTON HOTEL, WASHINGTON, DC
CHAIR: U.S. REPRESENTATIVE JO ANN EMERSON

Mr. Wintley Phipps: Good morning. I would
like to share a song with you, a song of heal-
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ing, a song of reconciliation, a song of God’s
love and God’s power. May you be blessed
this morning.

(Song.)

(Applause.)

Representative Jo Ann Emerson: Good
morning. I am Jo Ann Emerson, and I rep-
resent the 8th Congressional District of Mis-
souri in the House of Representatives. I am
also the president of the House Prayer
Breakfast, and I am so honored and so hum-
bled to be chairperson and your host today.
Before we break bread this morning, I would
like to take a moment to introduce the head
table beginning to my right: Representative
Emanuel Cleaver, Mrs. Nancy Osborne, Rep-
resentative Tom Osborne, Alison Norman,
Sergeant Douglas Norman, Senator Diane
Feinstein, my best buddy, and husband Ron
Gladney, Ambassador Tony Hall, Mrs. Janet
Hall, Senator Mark Pryor, Jill Pryor, Laurie
Coleman, Senator Norm Coleman, Secretary
of Labor Elaine Chao, and her husband Sen-
ator Mitch McConnell, the incredible
Wintley Phipps and his wife Linda Phipps,
and my colleague from Tennessee, Rep-
resentative Lincoln Davis.

(Applause.)

Our colleague and Representative and rev-
erend, Emanuel Cleaver from Kansas City,
Missouri, will give the blessing for our food
today.

Representative Emanuel Cleaver: I am glad
that none of you have begun to eat. (Laugh-
ter.) The Hebrews of old said those who eat
without thanking the Lord are thieves.
(Laughter.) One evening last February I was
driving home when I observed a large num-
ber of men running across the parking lot of
a florist shop. They were screaming and
shouting and making obscene gestures at one
another and pushing their way into the en-
trance of a florist shop. Some were on cell
phones with exaggerated use of their hands.
Others still were kicking the ground in
anger, but I knew immediately what this
male, out-of-controlness meant. I had seen it
many times before. It was Valentine’s Day.

(Laughter.)

It was 5:30 p.m., and like many of the men
frantically running amok, I too was among
what I call the forgetful. (Laughter.) So I
quickly, dangerously crossed lanes and
pulled into the parking lot and ran inside,
and approached a familiar looking woman
and said to her, ‘“‘Ma’am, this is an emer-
gency, I need something fast.” Very help-
fully she said, ‘“‘Mayor, you waited until the
last moment again. What can I get for Mrs.
Cleaver and how much do you want to
spend?”’ I said, ‘“‘Something nice, $35 or $40,”
and she went into the back and returned a
few minutes later with an assortment of
flowers and said, ‘“What about this?”’ I said,
‘“Yes, this is lovely.” And she said, ‘‘No,
Mayor, lovely starts at $75.”

(Laughter.)

For those of us gathered here this morning
at this National Prayer Breakfast, ‘‘lovely’’
begins with prayer. Let us pray. Forgive us,
oh God, for waiting so often until things are
chaotic before we come to you. We have so
often been surrounded with boundless bless-
ings and yet we fail to thank you. But in
spite of our past failings and forgetfulness,
on this morning we praise you for your good-
ness. Thou art a lover of all human kind and
as we partake of this food from your bounty,
give us a heart that throbs with the sym-
pathy for all your precious people, especially
those Iraqis with fingers in the air claiming
their democracy. And for those whose lives
have been flooded with woe from the raging
waters of the Indian Ocean. And now will
God bless, please, our president. Allow your
spirit to surround and sustain him, give him
and us an extra ounce of your grace and
mercy to conquer the great challenges
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ahead. And may this food do for our bodies
what your spirit does for our souls. Amen.

Representative Emerson: Please eat, and
the program will begin again in several min-
utes.

Thank you.

(Pause.)

Representative Emerson: Mr. President,
Mrs. Bush, members of Congress, foreign dig-
nitaries and distinguished guests, brothers
and sisters all, welcome to this morning’s
gathering of faiths, the 53rd annual National
Prayer Breakfast. Thanks so much for join-
ing with us. Before I begin, I would like to
share parts of a letter with you, and I quote,

“It was my privilege to be at the first
prayer breakfast and to go with Senator
Frank Carlson to the White House to ask
President Eisenhower if he would attend. He
was very reluctant at first, but later decided
to go, and went to all the others during his
presidency, setting a precedent followed ever
since by each president. Our world has many
serious problems, some of them critical. We
are in great need of a spiritual awakening. I
believe one of the great contributing factors
is this annual prayer breakfast that brings
so many leaders together to worship. I very
much regret that my strength will not allow
me to return to Washington for the break-
fast this year as I have done so many times
in the past. Please convey my warmest
greetings to our president and the first lady,
and to my many old friends in attendance, as
well as a welcome to those for whom this is
the first opportunity to be part of the annual
prayer breakfast. Cordially yours, Billy
Graham.”

(Applause.)

I am sure I speak for all of us when I say
that Reverend Graham is definitely in our
prayers here this morning.

As I mentioned earlier, I represent the 8th
Congressional District in Missouri, and like
every other congressional district in the na-
tion, the 8th is grounded in faith. So is our
Congress. Every week that the Congress is in
session, I gather with colleagues in the
House of Representatives for a prayer break-
fast, and a similar group meets on the Sen-
ate side of the Capitol. That hour is the most
valuable and the very best hour of the week
because we set aside politics, and we set
aside policy. We leave our titles and our
party labels at the door, and for that hour we
are simply brothers and sisters gathered in
conversation with one another and with God.

Today the agenda is the same: to find com-
mon ground in the spirit of Jesus, to fellow-
ship a while, to think about how we might
walk more with him in the world. Today we
are not only leaders, we are followers all. We
are present here in the eyes of the Lord,
equal, special, full of life. Though this is a
National Prayer Breakfast, we have guests
from over 140 countries. We are a cross-sec-
tion of faiths, beliefs and backgrounds. We
have gathered as friends bound by our per-
sonal relationships to one another, and we
defy any other classification.

In our world, early in this century, we face
a familiar question on new terms. In the face
of hunger, poverty, moral confusion, oppres-
sion and fear, in the wake of a tsunami, in
the midst of terrorism, how do we lift the
heavy bushel of these troubles to shine light
from the lamp of our faith? Our guests and
speakers here today can help us lift this
bushel. As we break bread together, let us
set our minds to this rewarding task. Let us
1lift up in prayer our president and first lady.
Let us seek God’s blessing as we pray for the
poor and less fortunate. As we follow the ex-
ample which Jesus set for us, we are always
making progress in the quest to share our
faith. As brothers and sisters, let us free
God’s light in the world today. Let us look to
the guidance he freely gives to us.
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It is an honor to introduce my colleague
and friend from the state of Nebraska, Coach
Tom Osborne for our opening prayer.

Representative Tom Osborne: Thank you,
Jo Ann. Jo Ann referred to my earlier mis-
guided profession—(laughter)—and 1 was
talking to Mitch McConnell before we came
out here, and he said, ‘“Why did you leave
coaching?” I said, ‘“Well it was really be-
cause of illness and fatigue.” He said, ‘I
didn’t know that.” I said, ‘‘Yeah, fans were
sick and tired of me.”

(Laughter.)

So anyway, I am here today, and I wanted
to comment briefly on how important that
prayer breakfast has been to me, and what a
wonderful job Jo Ann has done.

I thought I would tell you a quick anec-
dote—this was a couple of years ago. We had
another congressman who was going to
speak to us. This fellow, when he hit the red
button, I hit the green and vice versa. When
he spoke on the House floor I did not really
agree with anything that he said, and I real-
ly did not want to listen to him that day.
But I stuck around. And as he began to talk
a little bit about his childhood and his fam-
ily and some of the struggles he had been
through, I began to have a little bit of com-
passion for him. By the time he was done, I
really cared about the guy. The interesting
thing is that that relationship was changed,
tremendously, and it remains that way
today.

I began to puzzle about that. I thought: he
is still the same person, what happened? And
I think I began to see him through the eyes
of Jesus, and not through my eyes, and the
labels that I had put on him, the compart-
ment I had put him in, began to pass away,
and when that happened our relationship
began to change. And that has happened over
and over again as we have had various speak-
ers come to us, and it has been very mean-
ingful.

This morning, we come from all parts of
the country, and as Jo Ann mentioned 140
nations, and I hope that the perceptions and
the walls which divide us would all fall away
this morning, that we see each other as we
really are, fellow travelers on our spiritual
journey. We are imperfect, but we are united
by His love and His grace and His accept-
ance. So if you would, please pray with me at
this time.

Our Heavenly Father, we thank you for
your word and the promise you make that,
“If my people, who are called by my name,
will humble themselves and pray, and seek
my face and turn from their wicked ways,
then I will hear from Heaven and forgive
their sins and heal their land.” So this morn-
ing, we who are called by your name ask
that pride of position and power and posses-
sions be removed from us. We seek your face
this morning and acknowledge that we have
missed the mark of your high calling, and
have fallen short of what you would have us
be. We pray that we might turn from those
ways of ours that are not your ways, and ask
forgiveness for our sins.

Please heal our land. Our nation has been
blessed in so many ways, yet we also see
strife and suffering and division and spiritual
poverty, and we pray for a spiritual renewal
that will heal our land and bring us together,
united in your service. We ask especially this
morning that you would bestow your bless-
ing and a sense of your presence and sus-
taining power on our president and on his
family. Please strengthen him and guide him
and protect him and all who serve him as he
starts his new term of office. We pray for the
Congress, that we might devote ourselves to
the common good, and rise above self-inter-
est and partisanship. We request your bless-
ing on elected officials everywhere as they
bear the burden of leadership and responsi-
bility.
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We ask that you will be with those in
South East Asia who have suffered so much,
and we pray especially for children every-
where whose lives have been devastated by
disasters around the world. Please sustain
the Iraqi people as they enter this historic
period. We thank you for their courage and
example, and we pray especially for their re-
cently elected leaders that they might be
protected. Finally, we ask that you bless our
soldiers and their families. We thank you for
their sense of duty and honor, and their will-
ingness to serve. Please protect them and
bring them safely home. We pray these
things in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Representative Emerson: Every week when
we meet on the House side for our prayer
breakfast, the Senate also does the same,
and I am very proud now to introduce my
two dear colleagues from the Senate, Sen-
ator Mark Pryor from Arkansas and Senator
Norm Coleman from Minnesota.

(Applause.)

Senator Norm Coleman: It is an honor for
my wife Laurie and me to be here today.
Minnesotans are pretty reserved. There are a
lot of Scandinavians in my part of the coun-
try. In Minnesota we talk about the guy who
loved his wife so much he almost told her.

(Laughter.)

I will break that tradition: Laurie, I love
you, and I thank you and the family for the
faith you have shown to me. God bless you,
thank you very much.

(Applause.)

I was the mayor of St. Paul for eight years.
It is the twin cities and our twin city is Min-
neapolis. I always used to tell folks that I
got the much more spiritual city to rep-
resent, and the proof of that was always
found in the Bible in which there were many
references to St. Paul, but not one to Min-
neapolis. So I had the right place.

(Laughter.)

At one point, Paul said, ‘“Work out your
salvation with fear and trembling,” and I am
living that scripture up here today. It is a
joy and a comfort to be here with my friend
and my classmate, Mark Pryor.

The state of Arkansas has an amazing abil-
ity to produce national leaders, no doubt
about that. I am not just talking about my
colleague, Senator Clayton, or her husband,
but people like former senators J. William
Fulbright, Dale Bumpers and Mark’s dad,
David, who I am told spoke to this breakfast
a decade or so ago. This may be the first fa-
ther-son combo in breakfast history. Mark is
showing great leadership. He has strong faith
that has only grown through personal trials.
We may wear different jerseys, but we are
becoming good friends. On behalf of all the
sinners of the Senate breakfast group, we
welcome you all.

(Laughter.)

Is it not true that more than anything else
we want to connect? All the great joys of life
are multiplied when we share them, all the
griefs are divided. I think we are designed to
be together, to fill the valleys and raise the
mountaintops of our lives. But there are a
lot of things that divide us: politics, religion,
economics, gender, race, generational dif-
ferences, competitiveness. Freud came up
with the name of a mental disorder for this,
called the ‘‘narcissism of slight difference.”
We need a vaccine against that around here.

I believe that at their core people have a
profound desire to connect, to be together,
and to move towards the light, and that is
why the Senate breakfast group began in the
’50s. It has continued every Wednesday the
Senate has been in session. That is some-
thing like 3,000 meetings. The beauty and
power of this event is an outgrowth of what
has been happening in our group for years.
We lead the group ourselves. We share our
joys and griefs with each other. We listen
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deeply, and we pray for the work of the Sen-
ate and the nation and the world. We meet
around the person and principles of Jesus.

Republicans, Democrats, Catholics, Bap-
tists, Jews, men and women, members who
have been around the Senate for 30 years and
30 days. And as a Jew, I am learning a lot of
new things which challenge me. I have a pro-
found respect for the tangibility and accessi-
bility of God that my colleagues find in
Jesus. Here is the bottom line for me: This is
a roomful of leaders from across the country
and around the world, but we are all in the
same boat. As sinners trying to be leaders,
how do we find the connection we need to
each other, to our communities, to God?

Well, here is a clue: God gave each of us
two ears and one mouth, and we should use
them in that proportion. The beauty of our
breakfast group is that for at least an hour
of the week we listen, really listen to each
other as we talk about things that really
matter. Despite our differences we connect.
It is a small miracle that God gives us each
week, and I am proud to experience that mir-
acle. It is a miracle, taking place in this
room right now, as brothers and sisters from
Rwanda and Burundi, from Israel and Pal-
estine, from India and Pakistan, from
throughout the world, all come together
looking to the same source for peace and
guidance and comfort. Everyone in this room
has a group of friends who need that. If you
don’t, go find them because I would bet that
they are already looking for you.

Thank you and God bless.

(Applause.)

Senator Mark Pryor: I agree with every-
thing Norm said, and I want to echo every-
thing he said. I know that two years ago
when we came to the Senate, Norm and I
stepped into a lot of traditions. The Senate
is about tradition, if you have not noticed.
For better or for worse, it is about tradition.
One of the great traditions in the Senate is
the Senate Prayer Breakfast. Every Wednes-
day morning we gather in the Capitol and, as
they said a few moments ago, we check our
partisanship at the door, and it is a time
when we can come together and talk about
things and share things that are in our
hearts. It is a time that we do build deep and
meaningful relationships with one another,
and for many, many people who participate
in the Senate Prayer Breakfast, it is the
most important hour that they spend all
week.

I want you all to know that every week
that we are in session, there is a group of
usually 20 or more senators that comes to-
gether and spends some time praying for
each other and for the nation and for the
president, and we pray for you all too.

Norm and I thank you very much, very sin-
cerely from the bottom of our hearts, for
your prayers, because we know that you lift
up the Congress and lift up our government.
It means more to us than you will ever
know. We can feel it as we go through the
week and go through our life’s work here in
Washington. Thank you for being here and
thank you for allowing us to serve you in
this capacity.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

Representative Emerson: Thank you all.

Representing the great state of California
and giving our first reading for today is
United States Senator Diane Feinstein.

(Applause.)

Senator Diane Feinstein: Thank you.

President and Mrs. Bush, my colleagues at
the head table, Senator Frist, Senator Nel-
son, and ladies and gentlemen, I have chosen
two brief passages that I would like to read.
One, the last one, is from the Old Testament,
from Micah, and the first one is from the
prayer book of the temple that I attend. It is
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used in many synagogues during the high
holidays. It means a great deal to me. It is
about living our life.

“Birth is a beginning and death is a des-
tination, and life is a journey from childhood
to maturity and youth to age. From inno-
cence to awareness and ignorance to know-
ing. From foolishness to discretion and then
perhaps to wisdom. From weakness to
strength, or strength to weakness, and often
back again. From health to sickness, and
back we pray to health again. From offense
to forgiveness. From loneliness to love.
From joy to gratitude. From pain to compas-
sion, and grief to understanding. From fear
to faith. From defeat to defeat to defeat,
until, looking backward or ahead, we see
that the victory lies not in some high place
along the way, but in having made the jour-
ney, stage by stage, a sacred pilgrimage.
Birth is a beginning and death is a destina-
tion, and life is a journey, a sacred pilgrim-
age to life everlasting.”

And now to Micah, chapter 6, verse 6.

“With what shall I approach the Lord, do
homage to God on high? Shall I approach
him with burnt offerings, with calves a year
old? Would the Lord be pleased with thou-
sands of rams, with myriads of streams of
0il? Shall I give my firstborn for my trans-
gressions, the fruit of my body for my sins?
He has told you, oh, man, what is good and
what the Lord requires of you: only to do
justice, and to love goodness, and to walk
modestly with your God. Then will your
name achieve wisdom.”

Thank you.

(Applause.)

Representative Emerson: Thank you so
much, Diane.

We heard Wintley Phipps’ magnificent
voice already once this morning, but let me
introduce him once again to sing ‘‘Here’s
One”.

Mr. Wintley Phipps: That first song that I
sang, ‘“‘Heal Our Land”, that I sang at the in-
auguration, was written by one of America’s
most prolific songwriters who has written
for Gladys Knight, and Brooks and Dunn. His
name is Senator Orrin Hatch of Utah.

(Applause.)

With this song that I would like to share
with you this morning, we have found that
even in the midst of broken English there is
beauty and wisdom. In Florida, where I live,
during the hurricane, they asked an old man
what it was like during the hurricane. CNN
put a microphone in his face, he realized he
was on national television, so he had to
bring his vocabulary up a notch or two, and
he said, ‘“They told us we had to leave, so we
had to evaporate.”

(Laughter.)

This song is a song of broken English. I
sing it in honor of this month that we cele-
brate black history. It is a simple Negro spir-
itual of faith from the heart of a slave. Lis-
ten to the message in the song.

(Song.)

(Applause.)

Representative Emerson: You are awe-
some, Wintley.

Today’s other scripture reading will be
read by Sergeant Douglas Norman. Sergeant
Norman is the recipient of the Bronze Star
and Purple Heart awards, and is a member of
the Old Guard Honor Guard duty at Arling-
ton National Cemetery.

(Applause.)

Sergeant Douglas Norman: I read this
morning from two passages. First the Gospel
according to Matthew, chapter 19, verses 13
through 15.

““The little children were brought to Jesus,
for him to place his hands on them and pray
for them. But the disciples rebuked them.
Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to
me, and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom
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of Heaven belongs to such as these.” When he
had placed his hands upon them, he went
from there.”

That’s me. I was a child on my mother’s
knee when I first trusted God. I trusted him
simply. As a boy growing up in Wyoming, all
I ever wanted to be was a baseball player.
Now, 20 years later, I am a soldier. I am a
member of the strongest, most techno-
logically advanced army in the world. But
with all the advancements in weapons and
equipment, I am still just a man, a man with
dreams, hopes and fears, like public speak-
ing.

(Laughter and applause.)

Though I have confidence in all my equip-
ment, equipment fails when you need it the
most. However one thing I have always been
able to count on completely is my faith, af-
firmed by the prayers of others. Soldiers all
over the world draw strength from their
prayers of family, friends and strangers they
have never met. Psalm 91 was given to me by
my mother-in-law the night before I left for
Afghanistan. It was a promise that both my
family and I clung to as a prayer. On that
July night 18 months ago, when an RPG tore
into the Humvee in which I was riding, kill-
ing my two close friends and wounding me, it
was the Psalm that I trusted in, and the
prayers that sustained me. I offer these
verses of Psalm 91 as God’s promise. May you
all find its blessing.

‘““He who dwells in the shelter of the Most
High will rest in the shadow of the Al-
mighty. I will say of the Lord, ‘He is my ref-
uge and my fortress, my God, in whom I
trust.’ Surely he will save you from the fowl-
er’s snare and deadly pestilence. He will
cover you with his feathers and under his
wings will you find refuge. His faithfulness
will be your shield and rampart.”

You are the leaders of the nations. Thank
you for gathering here today to think of
what it means to trust God, and to pray for
peace and healing of the nations. We are the
children before him.

President, Mrs. Bush, it gives us great
comfort to know that you are praying. Be as-
sured that we pray for you as well.

(Applause.)

Representative Emerson: It is fitting that
no one would work harder in the federal gov-
ernment than the Secretary of Labor. She
learned that principle at first hand as direc-
tor of the Peace Corps and president and
CEO of United Way of America. Please help
welcome U.S. Secretary of Labor, Elaine
Chao.

Secretary Elaine Chao: Mr. President, first
lady, my fellow cabinet members, leaders of
the Senate and the House, and my wonderful
husband, Senator Mitch McConnell, friends,
brothers and sisters in faith, fellow sojourn-
ers in the journey of life, we are all here be-
cause we believe in the power of faith. We all
have seen examples in our own life about
what faith can and will accomplish. We all
believe in a higher being and it is that belief
in a higher being that shows us that indeed
the powerful and the mighty can be trans-
formed, and that the power of faith itself is
transformational.

I remember when I was a little child, my
family and I came to America when I was
about eight years old. We didn’t speak
English, we didn’t know anyone, we had no
family, no friends nearby. We were fearful of
everything in this new country. Yet what
sustained us was our church and the power of
faith. It was the power of faith that sus-
tained us, that kept us going, that convinced
us that we had a chance to survive in this
wonderful new country that was so just and
that has such generous and wonderful people.
It was also faith that convinced us, that
taught us, that led us, that indeed there is a
better tomorrow.
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I am in a room full of leaders today. Lead-
ers not only in the United States, but
throughout the world, and as you leaders
lead and serve in all ways, please join me in
this prayer. Let us pray. Dear Heavenly Fa-
ther, we are deeply grateful for the many
blessings that you have given us, especially
the gift of freedom. This week we are re-
minded once again of the power of this pre-
cious gift to liberate the human spirit, bring
hope to the oppressed and heal those who
have suffered. Help us to never forget those
who are called upon to make the ultimate
sacrifice to proclaim and protect liberty,
which comes from you. And bless President
Bush, the first lady, Vice-President Cheney,
the leaders gathered here and all those who
love freedom throughout the world and seek
to do your will.

Lord, as we go about our daily lives, help
us also to look beyond ourselves and to lis-
ten to your voice. Teach us to know the dif-
ference between what we want and what you
want, and to trust that you will never ask of
us more than we can do. You have called
upon each one of us to serve others in a spe-
cial way. Help us to make wise decisions for
the common good. And help us to understand
that every kind act, every act of Kindness,
no matter how small, is equally worth doing
because it is a reflection of you. This is the
best and truest way to bear witness to your
love, and to thank you for all that we have
been given. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

(Applause.)

Representative Emerson: It is difficult in
the brief time we have together to learn
much about our keynote speaker, but it
won’t take you all long to get a sense of the
man and his selfless spirit. I first met Tony
Hall when he was a member of Congress, but
I have come to know him over the years as
a man who is one of those rare examples of
how the person matters much more than the
office. Today, Tony Hall is the United States
Ambassador to the United Nations Agencies
for Food and Agriculture. His mission, to
fight hunger in the world by offering aid,
giving guidance and creating self-sustaining
communities. He is a leader in political and
philanthropic communities. For Tony Hall,
food for the hungry is not just a prayer to
God, it is his life’s work every day. My col-
league, my friend, a great, great human
being, Ambassador Tony Hall.

(Applause.)

Ambassador Tony Hall: Thank you. Mr.
President, Mrs. Bush, distinguished head
table, my wife Janet, so many leaders and
friends from different countries around the
world, ladies and gentlemen, it is wonderful
to be with you. Thank you, Jo Ann, for your
very kind introduction. I am very honored to
be introduced by you, and your friendship,
and have as a friend such a person of great
integrity and compassion.

I am very thankful today too for the peo-
ple in Dayton, Ohio, that for 24 years sent
me here as their congressman. They gave me
a lot of freedom, gave me a lot of encourage-
ment to pursue important issues, and they
were very good to me. I also want to thank
the president for appointing me ambassador.
It is a wonderful job. I get to help the hungry
people of the world every day. It is an honor
to serve the president of the United States,
the country, and hungry people.

A list of thank yous would be incomplete if
I did not thank God and I know that might
sound kind of trite at a prayer breakfast. 26
years ago I did not know God, did not know
anything about Him. I did not have the
slightest idea that prayer breakfasts like
this went on. It was at a prayer breakfast
like this about 26 years ago that I began to
ask myself the question: is this it? Is this all
there is to life? Because I was successful, I
had a wonderful wife and two great chil-
dren—I still have a wonderful wife.
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(Laughter and applause.)

I supposedly had arrived. I had money in
my pocket, position, but I was hollow, and I
was empty. I was sick and tired of my ambi-
tion. I was tired of what it was doing to me.
I had this vague emptiness and I knew it had
to be fulfilled. I decided to go on a search for
God. I will not tell you how I went on the
search, it is a long story, but the important
thing is that I did find Him, and I found him
through this amazing person of Jesus. What
is interesting about this is that I had to
come to the Congress of the United States to
find God.

(Laughter and applause.)

I know that sounds strange. People have
all kinds of images of what this city is all
about. As a matter of fact, just before we
moved here about 26 years ago, I was going
past my daughter Jill’s room. She was three
or four at the time and she was saying her
prayers, and she said, ‘“Well, God, I guess it’s
time to say goodbye, for tomorrow we’re
moving to Washington.”

(Laughter.)

There was another time not too long after
that where a friend of mine introduced me to
a gathering, and he got so excited he said,
“Now I want to introduce to you my friend.
He is a U.S. Congressman and a Christian.”
There were a few laughs that broke out in
the audience. One older man down front
couldn’t take it any longer. As he was
squirming in his seat he shouted out, ‘‘Make
up your mind buddy, you can’t be both.”

(Laughter.)

In those days I was very excited about my
faith. I was on fire. I wanted to tell every-
body about it, and I did. I started with my
wife. Big mistake. (Laughter.) Every night I
would say to Jan, ‘“How about saying that
prayer to receive Jesus tonight?’’ Well, that
didn’t go over very well. She would get mad.

I learned my first lesson from my wife, and
that lesson was that you cannot shove faith
down people’s throats. People get mad. They
run. I could not understand it because a few
months later my wife became a believer, and
I asked her, “Why did you now become a be-
liever?”’

She said, “When you stopped preaching
and stopped trying to shove it down my
throat, I saw how real this was, how you
changed towards me, towards your job, to-
wards your children. I knew it was real.”

When I first became a believer I had a men-
tor. After a couple of years he would come in
and pray with me. We would talk about the
scripture and I had a lot of questions. After
a while he said, ‘“Tony, don’t you think it’s
time you start to bring God into your work-
place?”’ I said, ‘“Yeah, but how do I do this?
I don’t want to wear it on my lapel. I don’t
want to shove it down people’s throats, but I
love God and I want to do this. I must bring
him into my workplace, but how? I'd rather
see a sermon than hear one.”

My answer came a short time later. I was
serving on the hunger committee. I was the
subcommittee chairman for international
hunger in the world. I was asked to go to
Ethiopia to see this horrendous famine in
1984, and 7,000 people were dying every day.
When I arrived in Ethiopia I was not pre-
pared for what I saw when I visited a site in
the mountains run by World Vision and Sis-
ters of Charity.

Early in the morning the doctor at the
compound asked me to go outside with him
to pick out children to try to save. Thou-
sands of people had gathered overnight to re-
ceive help. As we walked among the people
they held up their child for me to take. They
thought I was a doctor. All of them were
dying. Some were already dead. We had to
decide which ones had a chance, and there
was only about four or five out of thousands
who were going to live that we could save. I
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saw at least 25 children die in a matter of
minutes.

I never got over that. I was stunned by it.
On my way back from that trip I thought
about what my friend had said about bring-
ing God into ones’ work place, and this was
a way I could do it.

What does God say about this? It actually
has a lot to say in the scriptures about the
poor and the sick and the hurting and the
people in prison, and the lonely, and the hun-
gry. As a matter of fact, there are over 2500
verses. It is the second most talked about
theme in the Bible. There are a lot of verses,
most of you have heard them. The two verses
that I like are both in Proverbs, and to para-
phrase—they go something like this. God
says to us, ““If you help the poor, you lend to
me.” In another passage in Proverbs He says,
“If you are gracious to the poor, you honor
me.” I do not know many places in the Bible
where God says if you do this, you honor me,
you lend to me, and I was excited about that.

I do not purport to speak for God today. I
have read, I have prayed, I have experienced,
I have seen many things over the last 25
years as a believer. These values and prin-
ciples that I have seen and experienced seem
to pass the time of day. They are not the val-
ues and principles—they are not American,
they are not European or Asian. They are
values and principles that have been handed
down for thousands of years. I just talked
about one of them, caring for the poor, and
I will not say any more about that.

The second principle that we have talked a
lot about today, is to pray for our leaders. It
says in I Timothy 2, ‘“‘First of all then I urge
that entreaties and prayers, petitions and
thanksgivings be made on behalf of all men,
for kings and all who are in authority, in
order that we may lead a peaceful and quiet
life in all dignity.” We don’t pray enough for
leaders. I know that today we are going to
pray for the president, but what are we going
to do tomorrow? We need to pray for our
president every day, our vice-president, the
cabinet, the Supreme Court, the Congress of
the United States, our state representatives,
our mayors, our leaders in our communities.

Why do we do this? Because they are better
than us? No. We do this because number one,
God says do it, he says do it so that you, the
people in the world, can live better lives in
all peacefulness and tranquility. We must
not be doing enough of this, because today
25,000 people will die, and there are 850 mil-
lion people in the world. There is somewhere
between 30 and 45 crises going on right now
as we are talking, so we need to pray. We
need to do better. I need to do better. I need
to remember to do this.

The third principle is meeting together,
and so many of you know what I am talking
about here. I know that a number of you
here today meet together in small groups. I
am sure that one of the most important
things that you do during the week is that.
When I was in the Congress of the United
States, the most important thing that I did
was to meet with my best friend, Congress-
man Frank Wolf. We met for 18 years. Frank
is a conservative Republican, I am a Demo-
crat. I think in all those years we never had
a fight.

We decided early on not to talk about
issues that divided us and this was pretty
hard at first because we had many dif-
ferences. We started to read together, we
prayed together, we traveled together, our
wives became friends, our children know
each other and like each other. For several
years there has been this deep trust between
us, and we have been able to legislate and
work on hunger and human rights and fam-
ily issues in a wonderfully bipartisan fash-
ion. We put aside the issues that could sepa-
rate us, and now I trust him with my life, I
would do anything for him.
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My friend John Nakamura and his wife,
Janice, have moved to Rome to be with my
wife and I—just to be my friend and to pray
for my work there. Can you imagine that?
That is what he does. He comes to Rome, he
prays with me. He prays for my work. He is
my friend. With John and Frank, I have
found that two are better than one.

Paul says that when you meet like this,
God is there. In Thessalonians, as he was
writing his letter, he was talking about Tim-
othy, Silvanus and himself. He said, ‘“When
we came to you, three things happened. We
had power, we had the Holy Spirit, we had
true conviction.” I have seen this happen
time and time again—the proof of this pas-
sage. When we meet like this today, when we
meet in small groups, when we travel to-
gether, we are powerful. There is a great
strength when we go like this—the power
and the Holy Spirit.

Recently I was in an African nation for a
few days, and when I got ready to leave the
people that were with us began to cry. They
did not want us to go. It was not because of
our sparkling personalities or charm or any-
thing like that. They felt something good
and right. When I arrived back at my post in
Rome they e-mailed me and said, ‘“‘As an am-
bassador you came here, you loved us, and
you prayed. We knew that, and we think that
if you can do that, we can too, so we have de-
cided to do the same.” When two or three
people are together it is powerful.

I experienced many situations like this. A
few years back, I took a private trip as a
Congressman with a couple of friends, and we
stopped in this one country. Our U.S. ambas-
sador at the time stopped me, and before I
could retrieve my bags, he said, ‘‘Congress-
man, there is one thing I want to say to
you—don’t talk about religion. Don’t talk
about faith, don’t talk about Jesus, because
you will set us back. You will set our whole
plan back here in this country.” He said,
‘‘Because, as you know, everybody here is a
Muslim.” I did not say anything, I just
nodded, I listened. We had a lot of good
meetings that day.

One of the men I met was the top leader of
the country, and of course he was a Muslim,
and we had a good meeting. We shared pleas-
antries and I found him very easy to talk to,
and after about five, six, seven minutes of
this kind of chit chat, he said, “Why have
you come?”’ And I said, ‘“Well, I've actually
come to your country for the first time be-
cause I wanted to see it, and I wanted to
meet you and some new friends here, and I
wanted to invite you to the National Prayer
Breakfast.”” I told him about this breakfast
and told him that we invited people in the
name of Jesus and that we have all kinds of
people, all kinds of people of faith, and lead-
ers come from all over the world.

He looked at me and he smiled. He slapped
his leg and he got so excited. He said, ‘‘This
is amazing. You've come all the way around
the world to be my friend and talk to me
about the Kkinds of things you’re talking
about. I always thought Americans were ma-
terialistic.”” He said, ‘“This is the greatest
conversation I have had in months.” He said,
“My mother used to talk to me about
Jesus.” And then he turns to our U.S. ambas-
sador and he says, “Why don’t you talk to
me about Jesus?”’

(Laughter and applause.)

That is an example of what happens when
two or three go together quietly, making
friends, loving each other, and there is power
in it.

The last principle that I observed over the
years is the one that may be familiar to
many of you. It is the commandment to love
God with all of our heart, soul, mind and
strength, and to love others as we love our-
selves. It seems to me that all the values and
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principles come down to this. It sounds easy
to say and understand to love God. Love
Him, walk with Him, talk with Him, but how
do we do this?

Sometimes when I am reading the scrip-
tures in the morning, I read something that
just really stings me because it is so wonder-
ful. It is so true and pure that I take the
Bible and I hold it to my chest. I do not want
this moment to pass because it is so good. It
is so real, so wonderful. I know perhaps that
some of you are thinking that sometimes it
is very hard to understand God. Why do some
of the things happen in our lives? Why do the
tsunamis of the world happen? I do not
know.

Our 15-year-old son, Matt, died of leukemia
eight years ago. My wife and I saw him suffer
for four years. I really struggled with God. I
had a difficult time with him. I remember
one night I was just like hanging on a wall.
I was just like hanging on by my fingernails
every day. One day he had an especially bad
day, and he had a lot of complications. I got
so mad that night that I screamed and
cussed and swore and yelled. I asked God to
come down, to confront me, to talk to me,
why? After my son died, the most incredible
thing about that experience is that my faith
and love for God got better, got stronger. I
cannot explain it, but my love for Him is be-
yond understanding and imagination.

In conclusion, I wish I could say I follow
these principles every day, but I do not, I fall
very short of them. But when I do, it is glo-
rious. I tried many things in my life—when
I was a congressman I voted for war, I voted
against war. I voted to eliminate programs,
I voted for programs. I used to work against
treaties, now as an ambassador, on behalf of
the president and the people of the United
States, I sign treaties. Sometimes they work
and they work well, but often they do not.
These words that I have spoken to you
today, to love the poor, to pray for our lead-
ers, to meet together, to grow with each
other, to love God, and love others, they
work. They have been working for thousands
of years. They simply work.

What a great honor it has been for me to
share my story with you this morning. I am
very thankful to you and to God for this op-
portunity. Thank you.

(Applause.)

Representative.
Tony. Thank you.

This breakfast began, as I said earlier, 53
years ago when a senator wanted to encour-
age and help lift up President Dwight Eisen-
hower. It is a great honor for all of us to
have the president and first lady with us
here today. Ladies and gentlemen, please
help welcome the president of the United
States.

(Applause.)

President George W. Bush: Thank you all.
Thank you all very much. Thank you for the
warm welcome.

Last night was a prayerful occasion. I no-
ticed a lot of members were praying that I
would keep my speech short. (Laughter.) I
want to thank you for getting up so early in
the morning, you resisted temptation to
sleep in. Thanks for having us. I appreciate
Jo Ann Emerson’s leadership on this prayer
breakfast.

(Applause.)

I want to thank Elaine Chao for her prayer
and for representing my cabinet, and I want
to thank all of my cabinet officers who are
here today.

(Applause.)

I appreciate the leadership of the Congress,
Senator Frist and Leader Pelosi, Leader
DeLay. I want to thank the senators who
spoke, and I appreciate the Congress people
who are on the stage here as well. I want to
thank His Excellency Marc Ravalomanana,

Emerson: Thank you,
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from Madagascar, the president of that great
country.

Welcome to our country, Mr. President.

(Applause.)

Y tambien, mi amigo, the president of Hon-
duras, Ricardo Maduro, welcome, glad you
are here.

(Applause.)

We thank Wintley Phipps for his beautiful
music.

(Applause.)

Sergeant Norman, your prayers work. You
did a fantastic job.

(Applause.)

Pretty darn eloquent for a person from Wy-
oming.

(Laughter.)

Don’t tell the vice president—(laughs).

(Laughter.)

Tony Hall, as you can tell, I obviously
made the right choice to send somebody in
there. Really good job.

(Applause.)

Janet, thank you for your service as well.

Laura and I are really honored to be here.
It is a fabulous moment in our nation’s cap-
ital. This morning reminds us that prayer
has always been one of the great equalizers
in American life. Here we thank God for his
great blessings in one voice, regardless of our
backgrounds. We recognize in one another
the spark of the divine that gives all human
beings their inherent dignity and worth, re-
gardless of religion. Through fellowship and
prayer, we acknowledge that all power is
temporary, and must ultimately answer to
his purposes. And we know that affirming
this truth is particularly appropriate in the
heart of a capital built upon the promise of
self-government.

No one understood this better than Abra-
ham Lincoln. In November 1864, after being
re-elected to his second term, Lincoln de-
clared he would be, ‘‘the most shallow and
self-conceited blockhead on earth if he ever
thought he could do his job without the wis-
dom which comes from God and not from
men.”” Throughout a terrible civil war, he
issued many exhortations to prayer, calling
upon the American people to humble them-
selves before their maker and to serve all
those in need.

Our faith-based institutions display that
same spirit of prayer and service in their
work every day. Lincoln’s call is still heard
throughout the land. People of faith have no
corner on compassion. But people of faith
need compassion if they are to be true to
their most cherished beliefs, for prayer
means more than presenting God with our
plans and desires. Prayer also means opening
ourselves to God’s priorities, especially by
hearing the cry of the poor and the less for-
tunate.

When the tsunamis hit those on the far
side of the world, the American government
rightly responded, but the American re-
sponse is so much more than what our gov-
ernment agencies did. Look at the list of or-
ganizations bringing relief to the people
from Indonesia to Sri Lanka. They are full of
religious names: Samaritan’s Purse, Amer-
ican-Jewish World Service, Baptist World
Aid, The Catholic Medical Mission Board.
They do a superb job delivering relief across
the borders and continents and cultures.

Today, millions of people across this earth
get the help they need only because our
faith-based institutions live the command-
ment to ‘‘love thy neighbor as thyself.”
Often, that means remembering the people
forgotten or overlooked in a busy world:
those in Africa suffering from HIV/AIDS,
young girls caught up in the global sex
trade, victims of religious persecution. In
these great moral challenges of our times,
our churches, synagogues, mosques and tem-
ples are providing the vision that is changing
lives.
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I have seen some of their miracles up close.
Last June I met Veronica Braewell, a 20-
year-old refugee from Liberia. The 13-year-
old child Veronica witnessed armed men kill-
ing children in horrific ways. As she fled this
madness, Veronica was left for dead atop a
pile of bodies until her grandmother found
her. In August 2003, the Catholic Social
Agency helped resettle her in Pennsylvania.
Veronica is now completing the circle of
compassion by working in a home for the el-
derly in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania and study-
ing to become a certified nursing assistant.
When Veronica told me of her story, it was
through the kind of tears no young woman
should ever know. And when she finished she
dried her eyes and said, ‘“Thank you, Mr.
President, for my freedom,’” but I told her it
was not me she needed to thank. She needed
to thank the good hearts of the United
States of America.

The America that embraced Veronica
would not be possible without the prayer
that drives and leads and sustains our armies
of compassion. I thank you for the fine tradi-
tion you continue here today, and hope that
as a nation we will never be too proud to
commend our cares to providence and trust
in the goodness of His plans. God bless.

(Applause.)

Representative Emerson: I hope that you
all will not mind hearing Wintley Phipps one
more time—(applause)—I have asked him to
sing my personal favorite today, and I know
the favorite of so many of you, ‘‘Amazing
Grace.”

Mr. Phipps: This was awesome. This song,
‘““Amazing Grace,” the melody strangely
enough sounds very much like a West Afri-
can sorrow chant. The words were written by
a man who, before he became a Christian,
used to be the captain of a slave ship. Many
believe he heard this melody coming up out
of the belly of a ship. I looked up this song
in the Library of Congress and wherever you
see it authentically printed, it says ‘““Words,
John Newton; melody, unknown.” And so I
recorded this song the way I believe John
Newton probably first heard it coming up
out of the belly of a ship with the sounds of
the slave ships in the water.

Listen, you will hear them too.

(Song.)

(Applause.)

Representative Emerson: ‘‘Amazing Grace”’
indeed. Wintley, we have to give you one
more round of applause, because you are
amazing.

(Applause.)

Thank you all so very much for joining us
here today. It has truly been a morning full
of spirit, and I so want to thank you for par-
ticipating in this fellowship. I hope in the
days and weeks and months ahead that you
will see your faith affirmed in the world as
you extend the lessons of today. I hope to see
all of you here one year from now, cele-
brating the progress of faith in the world and
sharing God’s light. To conclude today’s
events is our closing prayer, and it will be
delivered by Tennessee’s own, Congressman
Lincoln Davis.

(Applause.)

Representative Lincoln Davis: We should
have just said, amen when Wintley finished
that song. What a wonderful song. If you
have not been blessed today, you have not
been listening. I am not good at humor. My
wife and my friends tell me never to attempt
that. When I came here two years ago, I trav-
eled through what they call a candlelight
tour of the Capitol, and I saw there a statute
of Will Rogers. I had read some of his wit and
some of his humor, so I realized that I did
not need to attempt that, and that he had
probably perfected that. One of the things he
said was, ‘‘If you burglarize a home, we will
send you to prison. If you steal a railroad
company, we’ll send you to Congress.”’
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(Laughter)

Tony Hall, it is wonderful to hear of your
life, and the message that you have given us.
It is wonderful to have a president and a first
lady who give us spiritual leadership. Jo
Ann, you have done an outstanding job in
the last year for that special hour that we
each meet on Thursday morning, as our
president and as the chairman of this event
today. And for all of us who have gathered
here today, as we give praise to God, there is
a blessing that we all have received. Since
the dawn of the age of civilization, man has
turned to our creator, through prayer for
guidance in the times of difficulty. Today in
modern day America, we are no different. In
fact, thanks to our founding fathers, one of
the oldest traditions of the United States
Congress is to begin each day with prayer so
that we may have spiritual help in making
decisions that affect our country, and our
world.

On June the 28th in 1787 when the Con-
stitutional Convention was lost in a sea of
confusion and could not agree upon a course
of action, Ben Franklin rose and addressed
then-president George Washington. I quote
what he said,

“We have been assured, sir, in the sacred
writings, ‘except that the Lord build the
house, they labor in vain that build it.” I
firmly believe this and I also believe that
without His concurring aid, we shall succeed
in this political building no better than the
builders of Babel. We shall be divided in our
little, particular, 1local interests, our
projects will be confounded, and we ourselves
shall become a reproach and a byword down
the future ages. And what is worse, mankind
may, hereafter, from this unfortunate in-
stance despair of establishing the govern-
ment by human wisdom and leave it to
chance, war or conquest. I therefore beg
leave to move that henceforth prayers im-
ploring the assistance of Heaven and its’
blessing on our deliberations be held in this
assembly each morning before we proceed in
business, that one or more of the clergy of
this city be requested to officiate in that
service.”

Each morning we still pray when we start
our actions in Congress. These words are as
relevant today as they were over 200 years
ago. Following in the tradition of Ben
Franklin’s request, rise please, and let us
pray.

Father, we ask that you look down upon us
today, and instill in our hearts and minds
the faith and perseverance to do your will.
We ask for courage and wisdom as we look
toward the future and aim to establish a
world where your children will not suffer
from the actions of man. In these trying, un-
certain times, your inspiration and love is
desperately needed. Bless our endeavors and
guide our steps so that we may truly do your
work. Too often in today’s world man’s vi-
sion becomes cloudy with constant tempta-
tion. When this occurs, man can easily be-
come lost in a Godless wilderness, void of
spirituality. Sin thrives in this wilderness,
and selfishness abounds. Lord, free us from
temptation and give us strength. Please
allow your light to shine upon our paths and
bless us with the compass of your will so
that we will seek to do what is best, just not
for ourselves, but for others. Let us know the
beauty of Godly deeds.

Lord, I have often turned to you for aid
and strength in making difficult decisions. I
ask divine help for each of us to continue to
seek the satisfaction found only in a spir-
itual life. Today I ask for you to continue to
bless the lives of all your children, and give
today’s attendees the strength to lead mor-
ally and ethically as we embrace the chal-
lenges of achieving lasting peace in the face
of an unknown future.
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Lord, you have blessed our country. Let us
realize that it is only through your grace
that we receive these blessings. Burden us to
continue to give our hearts to you. Give our
nation and the nations of the world the pas-
sion to clothe the naked, to feed the hungry,
to quench the thirsty, heal the sick and help
the oppressed break free from the torments
of their oppressors. Let our passion for a
Godly world never fade.

Lord, for our America, give the leaders the
courage to ask for your stewardship through
faith. Give our leaders peace of heart and as-
sist us in our endeavors so that we may posi-
tively impact America and the rest of the
world. Allow our spirits to feel your guiding
hand. Bless all the nations of the world and
fill their leaders’ hearts with hope for a bet-
ter tomorrow. Shepherd them through their
daily challenges toward the goal of ever-
lasting peace. Help these leaders strive to
make decisions reflective of your resolve, for
if we enact your will, we can know a blessed
life.

Lord, help us recognize the value of man-
kind throughout the world. Help us to con-
tinue to thirst for peace and an end to an-
guish. Help us embrace our differences as we
work to achieve the goals of common good.
May peace, hope and God’s love burn in our
hearts. These things I only ask in Jesus’
name, amen.

(Applause.)

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 13, 2005

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan. Mr. Speaker,
personal business in my district prevents me
from being present for legislative business
scheduled for today, Monday, June 13, 2005.
Had | been present, | would have voted “aye”
on S. 643, a bill to amend the Agricultural
Credit Act of 1987 to authorize State medi-
ation programs (Rollcall No. 241), and “aye”
on H.R. 2326, a bill designating the “Floyd
Lupton Post Office” (Rollcall No. 242).

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF ROCHE
HON. RICHARD W. POMBO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 13, 2005

Mr. POMBO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
offer my congratulations in honor of the 100th
Anniversary of Roche, one of the leading
healthcare innovators in the world. Roche is a
specialty care company that employs over
10,000 people in America and 60,000 globally.
| am pleased to represent Roche Molecular
Systems, which employs hundreds of people
in my District, all of whom are dedicated to im-
proving the quality of health care for millions
of people.

For a century now, Roche has invested in
advanced research and manufacturing tech-
niques that have vyielded breakthroughs in
healthcare. Founded in Switzerland in 1896,
Roche’s roots in America are deep and strong,
dating back to the opening of its New York of-
fice in 1905. From its start in Manhattan in
1905, Roche has extended its reach to nine
sites across the United States, in California,
Indiana, New Jersey, South Carolina, and Col-
orado.
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As an industry leader in the field of
diagnostics, Roche’s products help patients
manage their diabetes, give physicians and
hospitals the ability to identify illnesses more
quickly and more accurately, and tailor treat-
ments in a way that best suit an individual’s
personal medical condition. These inventions
are part of why we are proud that Americans
enjoy the highest quality medical care in the
world.

| commend the people of Roche Molecular
Systems in California and Roche employees
worldwide for their impressive achievements,
and congratulate them again on this very spe-
cial 100th Anniversary.

——

A TRIBUTE OF DAVID LEWIS
MOORE

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 13, 2005

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commend Reverend David Lewis
Moore for his important work in North Caro-
lina. Reverend Moore was recently chosen as
one of 10 national recipients of the 2005 Rob-
ert Wood Johnson Community Health Leader-
ship Award. This honor includes a monetary
award of $105,000 which Reverend Moore
can utilize to assist him with his work in the
community.

Reverend Moore’s efforts in rural Beaufort
County, North Carolina have transformed the
lives of hundreds of residents and provided
health care to thousands struggling with pov-
erty and illness.

After attending Seminary and receiving a
Master's Degree at Yale University, Rev.
Moore became Pastor of the African Methodist
Episcopal Zion Church in Beaufort County and
immediately set out to improve the quality of
life of the region’s low-income residents, most
of whom are African-American. The county,
which is also home to a small but significant
number of Latino farm workers, has the high-
est rates of HIV/AIDS, diabetes, and heart dis-
ease in North Carolina; and we should com-
mend Rev. Moore’s diligent efforts over the
years to combat these very serious and detri-
mental conditions.

Rev. Moore founded Metropolitan Commu-
nity Health Services in 1990. One of its core
programs is the Agape Community Health
Clinic which offers health care to some 4,000
low-income people every year. Initially, the
clinic operated with little financial support, but
it grew in size through grants that Rev. Moore
obtained, including one that paid for a
doublewide trailer to serve as the clinic’s
headquarters. Soon the clinic will expand to a
renovated bowling alley, thanks to funds
raised by Rev. Moore.

Not stopping at improving health care for
the region’s poor, Rev. Moore also mobilized
area churches from across the U.S. and Can-
ada to assist in the reconstruction of homes
following Hurricane Floyd. As a result, 43 new
homes were constructed.

Rev. Moore has also helped to develop
more than 500 units of housing for families,
single mothers, senior citizens, victims of do-
mestic violence, people with disabilities and
migrant workers.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to congratulate
Rev. David Lewis Moore on receiving this
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