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and clean coastal environment are so
important to our State’s tourism-based
economy that there is no support—
zero—for drilling in the waters off
Florida in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico.
For that reason, I am compelled to ask
the chairman and ranking member for
their commitment that they will op-
pose, and work to defeat, any amend-
ments to this bill that would change
the status quo in the Eastern Planning
Area. That commitment would apply
to amendments proposing any change
in the areas now under moratoria, any
additional leasing activity in Lease
Sale 181, beyond what was agreed to in
2001, and includes opposing the drawing
of lateral seaward boundaries into the
Eastern Planning Area.

Mr. MARTINEZ. Mr. President, I
thank the chairman and ranking mem-
ber for their leadership and for engag-
ing us in this colloquy. For Floridians,
there is simply no margin for error
when it comes to offshore oil and gas
drilling. Our $50 billion tourism indus-
try is the lifeblood of our economy, and
our tourism is based on people coming
to enjoy the clean water, sugar-white
sands, and excellent fishing that can be
found up and down our coasts. The risk
of even one offshore drilling accident
to this economic engine is simply too
great for us to take.

I will seek to strike the section that
permits an inventory of oil and gas re-
serves in the Outer Continental Shelf.
We are very concerned in Florida that
an inventory is simply the first step
down a slippery slope toward expanded
drilling. But I will also join my col-
league in seeking the commitment of
the distinguished chairman and rank-
ing member to oppose any amendments
that would change the status quo in
the Eastern Planning Area.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, it is
my position that it is unfair to pre-
judge any hypothetical amendment,
ruling it in or out without knowing the
substance of the provision. Further-
more, I do not want to be in a position
to preclude any of my colleagues from
offering what they think are improve-
ments to this legislation.

That having been said, I assure my
colleagues, Senator NELSON and Sen-
ator MARTINEZ, that I will not support
any amendment that alters current
OCS moratoria with respect to sub-
merged lands off of Florida’s coast or
that affects lands in Lease Sale 181, not
so much because of the substance of
any amendment of the sort, but be-
cause it would bog down this bill.

I want it to be clear that restricting
development of our natural resources is
not a policy view that I share, particu-
larly in these times of severe shortages
and high prices. I am on record sup-
porting the principle that individual
States should have greater input in pe-
titioning the Federal Government to
allow oil and natural gas production on
the OCS. I am also on record stating
that I believe that the time has come
for the executive branch to draw
boundaries and publish these bound-
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aries as previously required under the
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act. I
also believe that it is imperative that
we increase our production on the OCS
in order to decrease our dependence on
foreign sources of oil. Finally, I think
that it is important that we work to-
ward recognizing, in real financial
terms, the sacrifice that certain coast-
al States make toward helping our Na-
tion meet its energy needs.

Having said all of this, I understand
the importance of this issue to my col-
leagues from Florida. Although we do
not agree, I respect their difference of
opinion. I respect their passion on this
issue and I make this concession be-
cause I understand the necessity of
moving forward with this energy bill.
This bill in its totality is more impor-
tant than any one part. And, to that
end, I extend this offer to my col-
leagues.

It should be noted, however, that this
position does not apply in any way to
any provision currently contained in
this bill as reported out of the Energy
Committee, including the comprehen-
sive OCS inventory. While I will assist
Members in working toward what I
think are improvements to the inven-
tory section, I will strongly oppose any
attempt to strike the section. Further-
more, I will oppose any amendment
that I think weakens any of the OCS
provisions already contained in this
bill. I thank my colleagues for their at-
tention to this issue and look forward
to working with them on this in the fu-
ture.

As I said at the outset, I will not sup-
port any amendment that alters cur-
rent OCS moratoria with respect to
submerged lands off of Florida’s coast
or that affects lands in Lease Sale 181.

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
join the chairman in his reluctance to
prejudge amendments that we have not
yvet seen here in the Senate. We are
trying very hard on this bill to con-
sider and work out issues on their mer-
its, which is how I think energy legis-
lation should be considered in the Sen-
ate.

I can assure my colleagues, Senator
NELSON and Senator MARTINEZ, that in
order to move forward expeditiously
with this legislation, I will likewise
not support an amendment that alters
current OCS moratoria with respect to
submerged lands off of Florida’s coast
or that affects lands in Lease Sale 181,
and that I will work very closely with
them on any amendment that they be-
lieve affects Florida’s interests with
respect to the Outer Continental Shelf.
Senator NELSON has been a strong lead-
er and advocate for preventing oil and
gas development off of Florida’s coasts.
He is a passionate defender of the pris-
tine beaches, estuaries, and native
mangrove ecosystems of Florida. I am
keenly aware that he and his colleague,
Senator MARTINEZ, have considerable
rights under the Senate rules to im-
pede the progress of this bill if amend-
ments threatening these important
Florida resources were in fact offered.
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But, I think it is unlikely that any
Senator will offer an amendment to lift
OCS moratoria off of Florida, or open
areas otherwise unavailable for leas-
ing, during our consideration of this
bill.

I have somewhat different policy
views than those of Chairman DOMENICI
with respect to the role of States and
the OCS. I certainly agree with his de-
sire to see additional environmentally
responsible energy development on the
Outer Continental Shelf. Any policy
differences regarding how that is to be
accomplished are probably best left to
another occasion. I also have a very
different policy view on Lease Sale 181
from the Senators from Florida. I have
supported drilling in the Lease Sale 181
area in the past and am likely to do so
in the future.

I do believe that oil and gas produc-
tion on the OCS can and will play an
important role in meeting our Nation’s
energy needs, and that we need to craft
appropriate national policies in that
regard. For that reason, like the chair-
man, I support the inventory proposal
contained in the bill now, and would
support attempts to improve it. But I
do not think that such provisions nec-
essarily would operate to the det-
riment of Floridians. I appreciate the
diligence being shown by our col-
leagues on these topics, given the im-
portance that Floridians place on
maintaining a pristine coastal environ-
ment. I look forward to continuing to
work with them on these issues as this
bill progresses.

——

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that there now be a
period of morning business with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

J. JAMES EXON, NEBRASKA
GOVERNOR AND SENATOR

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, I am here today to pay tribute to
a great American and a great Nebras-
kan. J. James Exon served with dis-
tinction in the United States Senate
from 1979 to 1996 an as Governor of Ne-
braska from 1970 to 1978. Senator Exon
passed away in his hometown of Lin-
coln, NE last Friday at the age of 83.
His funeral services are tomorrow in
Lincoln.

Jim Exon understood Nebraskans
like no one else which explains his pop-
ularity with the people of his State. He
loved them and they loved him back.

He was a Democrat in a highly Re-
publican State, yet he never lost an
election in 2 campaigns for Governor
and 3 for United States Senate. He un-
derstood that Nebraska is a populist
state more than it is a partisan state.
Most Nebraskans judged him on what
he said and what he did, not on his po-
litical registration.
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