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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BRADLEY of New Hampshire).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 15, 2005.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JEB BRAD-
LEY to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

PRAYER

Dr. Edward D. Johnson, Senior Pas-
tor, First Baptist Church of Ocala,
Ocala, FL, offered the following prayer:

Dear Father, I thank You for each
Member of the House of Representa-
tives. I thank You for the sacrifice
they give in order to represent our
communities; time spent away from
their families, time spent here in
Washington and time spent in serving
others. I am aware of the enormity of
their responsibility in making deci-
sions about issues that not only affect
our incomes, but also affect our na-
tional security, our moral well-being
and our precious freedoms as a nation.

I pray that You would bless these
men and women with physical health,
mental acuity, moral toughness and
spiritual peace. You have established
us as a ‘“‘nation under God.”” You have
reminded us that in Your Word,
‘“‘Blessed is the nation whose God is the
Lord.” Heavenly Father, we ask for
Your continued blessing on our Nation
and for peace and prosperity to abound
through our land.

As a Christian, while I make this
prayer in the name of Jesus Christ, I
know that many others approach pray-
er in a different manner. We all ask for

Your blessings and for Your grace for
our lives. Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

—————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from New York (Mr. NAD-
LER) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. NADLER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING DR. EDWARD D. JOHN-
SON, SENIOR PASTOR, FIRST
BAPTIST CHURCH OF OCALA,
OCALA, FL, TO THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a great deal of delight and an
honor for me to have my pastor, Dr. Ed
Johnson, provide the opening prayer
for the House of Representatives this
morning. We were privileged today to
hear his brief words of inspiration and
guidance.

Dr. Johnson is the Senior Pastor of
the First Baptist Church of Ocala, FL,
my hometown. This is a thriving
church, and one of the largest in Mar-
ion County. My wife and I attend with
our family, and we enjoy the warm and
welcoming atmosphere.

Pastor Johnson has been with the
First Baptist Church for 22 years,

where he and his wife Hilda remain ac-
tive in helping throughout our commu-
nity. Before arriving in Ocala, Dr.
Johnson served in churches in Texas,
Tennessee and West Virginia.

While attending to the needs of his
flock, Pastor Johnson has served as
president of the Florida Baptist Con-
vention, chairman of the Florida Bap-
tist State Board of Missions and the
chairman of the Board of Trustees of
New Orleans Baptist Theological Semi-
nary. Although this is a distinguished
record of service, more importantly, he
is a respected man of the Lord.

I appreciate this opportunity to
share Pastor Johnson’s wisdom with
my colleagues this morning, and I look
forward, Mr. Speaker, to taking him to
the White House for the picnic.

———

HELPING SMALL BUSINESSES BY
KEEPING REGULATIONS FAIR

(Mrs. KELLY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today seeking support for H.R. 1167,
which I introduced to enable Congress
to better scrutinize laws and regula-
tions imposed on America’s small busi-
nesses.

In New York’s Hudson Valley I rep-
resent small business owners who tell
me time and again that unnecessary
paperwork and unreasonable govern-
ment regulations are the most severe
problem they face at work each day.

Our Nation’s small businesses create
7 out of 10 new jobs and are the pri-
mary engine of economic growth for
our communities. However, the burden
of regulatory compliance on these
same small businesses is as much as 50
percent greater than it is for larger
companies. It costs the average small
business almost $7,000 per employee
each year. Small businesses should be
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able to use this money to hire new em-
ployees to better serve their cus-
tomers. Instead, they lose it because
they are complying with excessive reg-
ulation.

Mr. Speaker, it is time for this body
to take a strong stand in support of our
small businesses in the Hudson Valley
and throughout the country. By pass-
ing my legislation, we can improve the
transparency of regulatory decisions
from our Federal agencies.

Congress and the GAO must fully
evaluate unfair costs and impacts on
small businesses before new rules are
implemented. Please help our small
businesses and keep regulations fair by
cosponsoring H.R. 1167.

———

REPUBLICANS NOT CREATING
JOBS

(Mr. NADLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, job cre-
ation under the Bush administration
remains disappointing, despite 3 years
of economic recovery. Last month the
economy created only 78,000 jobs. There
are fewer private sector jobs in the
United States today than there were in
January 2001 when President Bush took
office. In fact, the economy must still
create an additional 24,000 jobs just to
get back to where we were in 2001. In
the Clinton years we created 23 million
new jobs. We did not lose private sector
jobs.

Also on this President’s watch, our
economy has lost 2.8 million manufac-
turing jobs, including 7,000 more last
month. The weakness of the job mar-
ket is also showing up in the continued
stagnation of workers’ earnings.
Today, on average, workers’ hourly
wages are down 1 percent from last
year if you factor in inflation. That
means workers are taking home less,
at a time when their health care, edu-
cation and gas bills are skyrocketing.

Mr. Speaker, Republicans had their
chance to jump-start the economy. For
4 years they have been cutting taxes
for the wealthiest few in the hopes that
jobs and higher salaries would trickle
down to the middle class. It has not
happened.

Mr. Speaker, it is time for a new ap-
proach.

———————

SOCIAL SECURITY PRIVATE
ACCOUNTS

(Mr. MILLER of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
talk of bipartisanship in legislating
real solutions for the American people
must have been just that; talk. The
109th Congress commenced just 6
months ago, and some Members on the
other side of the aisle are still schem-
ing on how to derail practical solutions
for reforming Social Security.
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One promising proposal, the creation
of personal retirement accounts, has
already been taken off the table by the
Democrats before genuine debate has
even begun. I believe that younger
workers should have the opportunity
to plan for a higher retirement income
than that which the current system
would allow. Workers retiring after
about 2042 can only expect to receive
about 73 percent or less of what they
are being promised today.

I hear from my constituents daily
about broken promises by our govern-
ment. Personal accounts are a perfect
example of a way we can give the
American public control of their hard-
earned income and avoid broken prom-
ises to its people.

Mr. Speaker, it is only fair to work-
ing Americans that we have true de-
bate on Social Security reform before
tossing out so-called partisan ideas.

————

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE STAFF
SERGEANT JUSTIN LEE VASQUEZ

(Mr. SALAZAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. Speaker, I stand
here today to pay tribute to and recog-
nize Army Staff Sergeant Justin Lee
Vasquez. Sgt. Vasquez was Killed in the
line of duty while serving his country
in Iraq. Justin Vasquez was proud of
his service in the Army and willingly
wore his country’s uniform. We should
honor his dedication, courage and lead-
ership.

Each day men and women in the
Armed Forces willingly face unknown
dangers in the hope to bring peace and
prosperity to those in need. We must
not forget the individual stories of
these soldiers who have served our
country with courage and honor.

Justin Vasquez was from Manzanola,
Colorado. He played football in high
school and loved to hunt and fish with
his family. He was known throughout
his squadron as being a dedicated lead-
er who always wanted to help other
people.

Justin Vazquez was serving his sec-
ond tour of duty. He was given the op-
tion not to return to Iraq. Instead, he
returned, because he did not want to
leave his men alone.

On Sunday, June 5, 2005, Staff Ser-
geant Justin Lee Vasquez was killed
when his military convoy was at-
tacked.

Justin Vasquez made the ultimate
sacrifice by courageously and honor-
ably serving his country. To him it was
everything to be a soldier.

My heart goes out to Justin’s parents
Vicki and Tino, his wife Riley, and his
son Justin. The Vasquez family has
demonstrated exceptional selflessness
and courage in such trying times.

Mr. Speaker, I submit this recogni-
tion to the United States House of Rep-
resentatives in honor of their sacrifice,
so that Justin Lee Vasquez may live on
in memory.
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RECOGNIZING THE SACRIFICE
MADE BY LANCE CORPORAL
AARON MANKIN

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the sacrifice made
by Lance Corporal Aaron Mankin of
Rogers, Arkansas. I grew up with Aar-
on’s father Steve, and my children
grew up with Aaron. They are a won-
derful family.

Last month Aaron, a photographer
and writer for the Public Affairs Office
at Camp Fallujah, was badly wounded
while serving in Iraq. He suffered in-
tense burns and major lung damage
when the armored vehicle he was trav-
eling in ran over a land mine in North-
ern Iraq.

I had been in Fallujah several weeks
before, and by chance Aaron saw I was
there. He actually showed us around,
and I cannot tell you how proud I was
of him and how proud he was of being
a marine serving his country in Iraq.

Aaron was sent to Brook Army Med-
ical Center in San Antonio and placed
in the ICU. The damage to his lungs
was so extensive that he was placed on
a ventilator. He had third-degree burns
on his arms and had to have his thumb
and two-thirds of his index finger on
his right hand amputated.

Aaron’s will to persevere is strong
though, Mr. Speaker. He is off the ven-
tilator, and he recently took his first
steps since the accident. He has told
his parents that he is looking forward
to rejoining his fellow marines after
rehab, and because of the Lord and His
blessing, the doctors at Brook Army
Medical Center feel positive about his
chances of doing that.

Mr. Speaker, at the young age of 23,
Aaron has made a tremendous sacrifice
for his country. He is a true American
hero. I ask my colleagues to keep
Aaron and his family in their thoughts
and prayers as he continues down the
path of recovery.

——

HOUSE MUST TAKE UP CHEMICAL
SECURITY IMMEDIATELY

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, today
the Committee on Homeland Security
will hold a hearing on chemical secu-
rity, something that has been put off
for far too long.

It has almost been 4 years since the
attacks of September 11 showed us just
how determined terrorists are to at-
tack us. In that time the House has
taken action to deal with nuclear secu-
rity, cybersecurity, port security, bor-
der security and airline security, just
to name a few. But we have yet to deal
with chemical security, something that
Richard Falkenrath, a former Bush ad-
ministration official working on home-
land security, called ‘‘uniquely deadly,
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pervasive, and susceptible to terrorist
attack.”

Imagine a terrorist blowing up a
chemical storage facility and releasing
a cloud of toxic gas, threatening the
lives of millions of Americans.

The time to act is now, and that is
why I have introduced the Chemical
Security Act. I am glad the Committee
on Homeland Security has started this
process, but it cannot stop there. My
own committee, the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce, which has juris-
diction over chemical security, must
now follow suit, because the con-

sequences of inaction are just too
great.
————
SUPPORT THE HYDE U.N. REFORM
ACT OF 2005

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
tomorrow the House will consider a
very important bill that aims to insti-
tute long overdue United Nations re-
form. It is tragic that at a time of nu-
merous scandals that have character-
ized the U.N. over the past decade, we
can see that they have been no acci-
dents. Rather, they have been the re-
sult of a flawed structure that gives
rise to passing the buck at best, and
corruption, profiteering and collusion
at worst.

The litany of scandals reads like a
rogues gallery, everything from sexual
misconduct, rape and sex trafficking to
embezzlement, fraud and general mis-
management. Other examples include
the notorious oil-for-food scandal or
the U.N.’s egregious record of the mis-
treatment of the State of Israel.
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It is clear that at a time when the
international landscape is polluted by
enemies of freedom who have no inter-
est in world order, the U.N. must seek
to distinguish itself by its integrity
and leadership, rather than by its mis-
deeds.

We must save the United Nations
from itself. Let us render our strong
support for the Henry Hyde United Na-
tions Reform Act of 2005 before us to-
morrow.

———
STRENGTHEN OUR SCHOOLS

(Ms. WOOLSEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, many of
the children with the greatest capacity
to learn will not be finishing their
school year because they did not have
a school year. I am talking about chil-
dren under 5 who are often left behind
because too few States offer universal,
voluntary, State-funded, pre-K pro-
grams.

Democrats believe every parent who
wants to send a young child to pre-K
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should have that opportunity, regard-
less of their income. Democrats are
committed, as part of our ‘‘Democrats’
New Partnership for America’s Fu-
ture,” to working with States to estab-
lish, expand, or improve high-quality,
pre-K programs.

The bottom line is: pre-K works.
Children who participate are more
likely to excel academically, go to col-
lege, and hold a secure job, and less
likely to require special education, to
have delinquency problems, or slip into
welfare dependency.

This is the educational equivalent of
preventive health care. As childhood
immunizations allow us to avoid debili-
tating illness, similarly, high-quality
pre-K reduces the need for remedial ef-
forts and produces more successful
adults.

Like all educational issues, this is
fundamentally an economic issue.
High-quality pre-K is a desperately
needed investment in our children,
their future, and our Nation’s eco-
nomic strength.

Mr. Speaker, our global competitors
do not wait until children turn 5 to
begin their formal education. Why
should we?

———

AMBASSADOR EVANS DESERVES
THE AWARD

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, the U.S.
Ambassador to Armenia, John Evans,
recently received an award from the
American Foreign Service Association
for constructive dissent that is in-
tended to ‘‘foster creativity and intel-
lectual courage within the State De-
partment bureaucracy.”

Last year, the winner was critical of
the Iraq war.

Ambassador Evans’ constructive dis-
sent was calling the deaths of 1.5 mil-
lion Armenians at the hands of the
Ottomans in 1915 genocide. Our na-
tional policy towards the 1915 events
calls it a tragedy, but not genocide.

So Turkey was very upset, as were a
number of ‘‘very serious people” at the
State Department. And this award, in-
tended to encourage dissent, was re-
voked.

Obviously, the State Department was
concerned about upsetting our ally,
Turkey, though the facts seem to sup-
port the ambassador here. The sad
thing is that an award intended to en-
courage dissent has now reinforced the
powers that be. It seems the State De-
partment is okay with dissent from the
policy of a Republican President in
Iraq, but it opposes dissent from a pol-
icy that denies the truth.

So much for intellectual courage.

————————

DEMOCRATS’ EDUCATION AGENDA

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
in support of the House Democrats’
positive education agenda, which in-
cludes specific steps to promote oppor-
tunity by strengthening our schools.

In my home State of California, near-
1y half of Latino and African American
high school students failed to graduate
in the year 2002. In Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, the situation is even worse.
Just 39 percent of Latinos and 47 per-
cent of African American students
graduated from high school.

It is frustrating to see these stag-
gering statistics, while Republicans in-
sist on giving tax cuts to the very
wealthy while shortchanging vital edu-
cation programs. Republicans have
failed American students.

The Democratic plan calls for boost-
ing college opportunity, affordability,
improving teacher quality, fully fund-
ing No Child Left Behind, and expand-
ing pre-school opportunities for our
children.

For these reasons, I support the
Democratic agenda for a strong and eq-
uitable education system for all Ameri-
cans. I urge my colleagues to do the
same.

————
ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
the need to secure our borders has
never been greater. Thousands of ille-
gal immigrants are crossing our bor-
ders on a daily basis, and every public
service is taking a financial hit from
illegal immigration. Whether it is edu-
cation, health care, or law enforce-
ment, our State and local governments
are being stretched to the limit.

That is not even the worst of it. Ille-
gal Mexican immigrants are given a 32-
page guidebook, paid for and contrib-
uted by the Mexican Government, pro-
viding tips on how to obtain benefits,
avoid arrest, and blend into our society
once they have crossed our border.

Recently, a Denver area police officer
was shot and killed by an illegal immi-
grant. That illegal alien had been
pulled over and ticketed three times in
the previous 7 months by officers who
never asked him about his immigration
status, even though he had only a
Mexican driver’s license and no insur-
ance. The sad thing is that the officers
did everything correctly, according to
the police manual.

Mr. Speaker, our immigration poli-
cies are badly broken. When they get in
the way of justice being served, it is
time for strong enforcement of our
laws and to secure our borders.

———

TIME TO TAKE STEPS TO BEGIN
WITHDRAWING U.S. TROOPS
FROM IRAQ
(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1

minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, a few
moments ago, I heard my colleagues
from both sides of the aisle express
their grief over how the war has come
home and visited families and loved
ones within their district. In truth,
this war is destroying the aspirations
of people of both countries.

Today, the United States Congress is
being visited by workers from Iraq:
members of the Iraqi Federation of
Labor and members of the Federation
of Workers Councils and Unions of
Iraq, all of whom were involved in chal-
lenging the regime of Saddam Hussein;
all of whom stand very strongly in de-
fense of workers’ rights, human rights;
all of whom are seeking peace; all of
whom are seeking an end to the war in
Iraq.

It is time for this Congress to put
aside the partisan differences which
have occurred over the war and to
come together in a plan where we can
unify to take steps to withdraw our
troops from Iraq and to take steps to
heal the breach which the war has cre-
ated between America and the world
community.

————

LINKING U.S. SUPPORT TO U.N.
RESULTS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, as the largest financial con-
tributor to the United Nations, the
United States should be assured that
U.N. programs are accountable, effi-
cient, and results-oriented.

Unfortunately, we still have no guar-
antee that our contributions are used
for valuable purposes. Although U.N.
Secretary General Kofi Annan has dis-
cussed reform of the United Nations for
years, his words have rarely resulted in
action. In 1995, two dozen U.S. staffers
defrauded or squandered up to $10 mil-
lion in agency funds. Two years later,
16 U.N. employees were under inves-
tigation after siphoning off $6 million
during an 8-year period. Additionally,
in 2003, a U.N. probe into corruption al-
legations found that one senior U.N. of-
ficial improperly gave 11 contracts to
his wife.

The Committee on International Re-
lations chairman, the gentleman from
Illinois (Chairman HYDE), requires the
U.N. to drastically reform or risk los-
ing 50 percent of America’s contribu-
tions to the U.N.-assessed budget. Ac-
tions speak louder than words; and if
we link U.S. support to U.N. results,
the U.N. will be more effective.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September 11.

———

DEMOCRATS OFFER BETTER
APPROACH TO JOB CREATION

(Mr. HOLT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, as the mid-
dle class continues to feel squeezed by
an economy that is creating few jobs,
it is time that President Bush and the
Republicans here in Congress admit
that their economic policies are not
working.

Democrats in the House have a plan
that will lift the incomes of working
families and bring the unemployment
rate down. Instead, Republicans are
passing legislation to meet the needs of
their corporate special interest friends
and the wealthy, not ordinary, Ameri-
cans.

Legislative choices show values. The
fact is, Democrats, historically, have a
better record of creating jobs. After 5
years in office, President Bush has yet
to create his first net job. At this same
period, President Clinton had created
11.9 million jobs.

Oh, you can say the economy is fine,
but honesty requires that you admit it
is fine for the very wealthy.

You can blame people’s problems on
economic cycles or terrorist attacks or
foreign influences, but excuses are not
jobs.

The Democratic approach works and
has worked historically.

————
MEN’S HEALTH WEEK

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk about men’s health and
the importance of screening and pre-
ventive care.

This week is National Men’s Health
Week, and there is no better way to ob-
serve it than to encourage men across
America to take control of their
health.

Mr. Speaker, it is disturbing to learn
that women are 100 percent more likely
to visit a doctor for ©preventive
screenings than men. This puts our
friends, husbands, fathers, and grand-
fathers at risk for a host of preventable
and manageable diseases from colon
cancer to diabetes.

In honor of Men’s Health Week, I en-
courage all men to get the care they
need. Modern medicine has provided us
with previously unimaginable ways to
protect and prevent illness, and we
should use them to their fullest.

I encourage men to ask their doctors
which screenings and tests should be
part of their health care plan. From
cardio evaluation to detect heart dis-
ease, to colonoscopies to check for
colorectal cancer, to digital prostate
exams and PSA blood tests, men should
take their health seriously.

———

REPUBLICAN ABUSES OF POWER:
SILENCING OPPOSITION TO PA-
TRIOT ACT
(Ms. WATSON asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1

minute and to revise and extend her re-

marks.)
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Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary chairman
turned the lights off on democracy last
Friday morning when he halted a hear-
ing on the PATRIOT Act in which op-
position voices were given time. After
Friday’s hearing, it was clear that the
chairman does not like to hear from
those that do not agree with his opin-
ion; certainly, an abuse to the freedom
of speech.

During the hearing, the chairman
scolded both Democratic Members and
panelists; and when he did not agree
with a comment, he demanded panel-
ists wrap it up. When he got really
mad, he just gaveled the hearing to an
end and stormed out of the room. What
appalling behavior for a distinguished
leader.

Then, as Democratic members tried
to continue the hearing, the micro-
phones in the room were turned off.
When that did not silence my Demo-
cratic colleagues, the Republicans fi-
nally turned off the lights.

Mr. Speaker, some congressional Re-
publicans are abusing their power over
this House to silence any opposition to
either them or to the Bush administra-
tion. The gentleman from Wisconsin
(Chairman SENSENBRENNER) should not
only apologize to everyone who at-
tended Friday’s hearing, but to every
Member of this House. That is simply
not the way the people’s House is sup-
posed to work, and it is time this arro-
gance stops.

RECOGNIZING MEN’S HEALTH
WEEK

(Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, since congressional
passage in 1994, Men’s Health Week has
brought much-needed attention to the
health needs of American men.

Men’s Health Week encourages em-
ployers, community service organiza-
tions, public health departments, and
health providers to raise awareness of
men’s health needs and to support pre-
ventive health measures.

Annual checkups, especially for men
over the age of 40, are perhaps the sin-
gle most important factor in maintain-
ing a healthy lifestyle.

According to CDC, women are 100
percent more likely to get an annual
physical exam than men. In addition to
lower life expectancies than women,
men are more likely to die of strokes,
heart disease, cancer, and accidents.
Yearly physicals have increased aware-
ness of risks to men’s health that will
save lives and keep men healthy and
active.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all men to take
advantage of Men’s Health Week and
go and get a physical. Your health is
worth it, and your family certainly
will appreciate it.
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CONGRESS SHOULD ERADICATE
POVERTY

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I believe that this Congress
has a moral obligation to eradicate
poverty; to be able to stand up for
those that cannot speak for them-
selves.

Tragically, in the backdrop of an ad-
ministration who celebrates an econ-
omy that is on a track going toward a
train wreck, the President’s statement
about a positive economy came 1 day
after disappointing job numbers
showed our economy created only
78,000 new jobs. This number is one-half
of the 150,000 jobs that must be created
each month to keep up with our in-
creasing population.

Americans need to work. Americans
need to have the opportunity for an in-
come to provide for their families. This
tragedy of job creation is the worst
since Herbert Hoover. And of course
our congressional colleagues believe
that we should be excited.

Well, my challenge is if poverty is
raging in America, we have a moral ob-
ligation to those working at Burger
King and elsewhere to give them oppor-
tunities to move up. Why do we not
stop the war in Iraq, invest in America,
and eradicate poverty?

———

TRIBUTE TO NORMAN CHEEK

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize and commend one of the
finest citizens in North Carolina’s
Fifth District, Mr. Norman Cheek.

As the owner of Toyota of Boone,
Norman is famous throughout north-
west North Carolina for being the “‘Lit-
tle Dealer With a Big Heart.” I could
not think of a more fitting description
for this wonderful man.

Norman is one of the most thought-
ful and caring people I have ever had
the privilege of getting to know. Re-
cently he was recognized by the North
Carolina National Guard for being a
top business supporter. He spent count-
less hours spearheading an effort to
collect food, supplies, and games for
local troops serving in Iraq.

In addition, Norman has worked hard
to keep local high school students safe.
He has raised well over half a million
dollars during the past 16 years for
Project Graduation, a drug- and alco-
hol-free celebration for high school
seniors. Since the project started,
there have been no fatalities on grad-
uation night.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to ac-
knowledge Norman Cheek and a privi-
lege to recognize June 15, 2005, as Nor-
man Cheek Day in North Carolina’s
Fifth District.
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MEDICAID REFORM

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, when
you hear Governors talk about Med-
icaid, the one word they use, regardless
of party or what region of the country
they represent, the one word they use
over and over again is ‘‘unsustainable.”

In 2005, the Medicaid program has
grown to become a program that costs
Federal and State governments $330
billion a year and covers 50 million
beneficiaries. States grapple with the
cost of the program, providers struggle
to participate in Medicaid, and bene-
ficiaries ask whether it is meeting
their needs.

Mr. Speaker, if we were creating this
program today, I doubt the current
Medicaid system is one that any one of
us would visualize. We should not shy
away from reviewing this program to
ensure that it is meeting its stated
mandate: to provide quality care for
the disabled, poor, elderly, and the
frail.

Is the program meeting this man-
date? In terms of sheer magnitude, the
Medicaid program has become unwork-
able, and growth is a constant. The
program cannot continue to grow at its
current rate and meet the needs of
those that its covers.

Oftentimes health care policy is a
study in crisis management. We have
come to a point with Medicaid that we
will be pushed to make trade-offs. We
must ensure that Medicaid serves as a
true safety net, and we must have the
institutional courage to review this
program and make changes where nec-
essary prior to its ultimate collapse
from its own weight.

————
GIFT PARCELS TO CUBA

(Mr. FLAKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to indicate that I will be offering
an amendment later to the State De-
partment appropriation bill that will
prohibit funds from being used to en-
force new restrictions, new as of a year
ago, that limit gift parcels to Cuba.

This amendment is called the tooth-
paste and toilet paper amendment be-
cause we prohibit those personal hy-
giene items from being shipped from a
family member in the United States to
a family member in Cuba. I would sug-
gest, Mr. Speaker, that that is not
what this country is all about. That is
not what we should be doing.

When these new rules were promul-
gated, the Department of Commerce
and the Department of State said we
will come out and change those be-
cause of public input. Guess what? Over
1 year later, they have not. Those pro-
visions remain in effect.

Family members here in the United
States are prohibited from sending
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toothpaste and toilet paper and other
personal hygiene items to family mem-
bers in Cuba. The people of Cuba have
enough to deal with just living daily
life there under a dictatorship. We need
not burden them any further.

————
U.N. REFORM

(Mr. McCOTTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. McCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, pre-
viously I introduced an amendment to
the appropriations budget which would
have called upon the committee to re-
move 50 percent of the United States’
annual dues to the United Nations. I
did so to expound upon a point and to
presage a prospective debate.

As we debate the Hyde bill or the
Lantos substitute amendment to it, let
us remember that there is an American
cost to the United Nations’ corruption.

For example, by reducing the annual
dues to the United Nations, within this
budget alone we could have increased
funding for violence against women
prevention and prosecution by $45 mil-
lion, increased trade adjustment assist-
ance by $40 million, increased spending
on minority business development by
$50 million, increased spending on the
Manufacturing Extension Partnerships
by $40 million, and increased money for
the United States Institute of Peace by
over $6 million.

So as we enter this debate, let us re-
member that out of the oil-for-food
corruption and the scandals of sex-for-
food in the Congo, that if the United
Nations does not cleanse itself, that
American money could be better spent
here at home.

——————

HENRY J. HYDE U.N. REFORM ACT

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, in 1994,
staffers at UNICEF’s Kenya office de-
frauded or squandered up to $10 mil-
lion. In the Congo in the last year, U.N.
peacekeepers and civilian personnel
stand accused of widespread sexual ex-
ploitation of refugees of the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo and a $10
billion oil-for-food scandal. Mr. Speak-
er, it is time for U.N. reform with
teeth. It is time for the Henry J. Hyde
U.N. Reform Act.

In the Hyde bill, this Congress will
bring about a new prioritization of pro-
grams, increased accountability and
oversight, and strengthen human
rights institutions within the body.
Under the Hyde bill, the U.N. must
meet 32 of 39 reforms, 14 of which are
mandatory, or they face the potential
consequences of a b0 percent reduction
in U.N. assessed dues in the very near
future.

It is time to save the U.N. from scan-
dals and mismanagement. It is time for
U.N. reform with teeth. Let us pass to-
morrow the Henry J. Hyde U.N. Reform
Act.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material, and that I
may include tabular material on the
further consideration of H.R. 2862,
Science, State, Justice, Commerce, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act,
2006.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BRADLEY of New Hampshire). Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

———

SCIENCE, STATE, JUSTICE, COM-
MERCE, AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2006

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 314 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 2862.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.

2862) making appropriations for
Science, the Departments of State,
Justice, and Commerce, and related

agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2006, and for other purposes,
with Mr. HASTINGS of Washington in
the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose on Tuesday,
June 14, 2005, the amendment by the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. GAR-
RETT) had been disposed of, and the bill
was open for amendment from page 22,
line 14 through page 25, line 17.

Pursuant to the order of the House of
that day, no further amendment to the
bill may be offered except:

Pro forma amendments offered at
any point in the reading by the chair-
man or ranking minority member of
the Committee on Appropriations or
their designees for the purpose of de-
bate;

Amendments printed in the RECORD
and numbered 1, 4, 10, 11, 17, 18, 19 and
21;

An amendment printed in the
RECORD and numbered 2, which shall be
debatable for 15 minutes;

An amendment printed in the
RECORD and numbered 6, which shall be
debatable for 20 minutes;

An amendment by Mr. WOLF, regard-
ing funding levels;

An amendment by Mr. HINCHEY, re-
garding implementation of laws on
medical marijuana, which shall be de-
batable for 30 minutes;

An amendment by Mr. MARKEY, re-
garding limitation on funds for torture,
which shall be debatable for 15 min-
utes;
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An amendment by Mr. NADLER, re-
garding health insurance records under
the PATRIOT Act, which shall be de-
batable for 15 minutes;

An amendment by Mr. SANDERS, re-
garding FISA applications under the
PATRIOT Act, which shall be debat-
able for 40 minutes;

An amendment by Mr. SCHIFF, re-
garding protection of the Federal judi-
ciary;

An amendment by Mr. CARDIN, re-
garding WTO action against China for
currency manipulation;

An amendment by Mr. MICA, regard-
ing U.S. and Commercial Service fund-
1ng;

An amendment by Mr. SHIMKUS or
Ms. ESHOO, regarding NTTA funding;

An amendment by Mr. INSLEE, re-
garding NOAA Coastal Zone Manage-
ment Program;

An amendment by Mr. FOSSELLA or
Mr. KING of New York, regarding U.S.
fugitives residing in Cuba;

An amendment by Mr. FLAKE, regard-
ing educational cultural exchanges;

An amendment by Mr. FLAKE, regard-
ing goods to Cuba, which shall be de-
batable for 20 minutes;

An amendment by Ms. JACKSON-LEE
of Texas, regarding data on racial dis-
tribution of convictions;

An amendment by Ms. JACKSON-LEE
of Texas, regarding affirmances by im-
migration judges;

An amendment by Mr. MORAN of Vir-
ginia, regarding export licenses for
firearms;

An amendment by Mrs. MUSGRAVE,
regarding NASA Hollywood liaison;

An amendment by Mr. OTTER, regard-
ing delaying notice on search warrants;

An amendment by Mr. KING of Iowa,
regarding implementation of section
642 of the Illegal Immigration Reform
and Immigrant Responsibility Act of
1996;

An amendment by Mr. SCHIFF, re-
garding DNA collection from convicted
felons;

An amendment by Ms. JACKSON-LEE
of Texas regarding safety requirements
for the space shuttle and the inter-
national space station;

An amendment by Mrs.
Ohio, regarding EEOC;

An amendment by Ms. MOORE of Wis-
consin, regarding SBA funding;

An amendment by Mr. WEINER, re-
garding State and local law enforce-
ment funding;

An amendment by Mr. HAYWORTH, re-
garding U.N. funding;

An amendment by Mr. MCDERMOTT,
regarding travel to Cuba;

An amendment by Mr. REYES, regard-
ing torture of human rights activists.

Each such amendment may be offered
only by the Member named in the re-
quest or a designee, or the Member who
caused it to be printed in the RECORD
or a designee; shall be considered read;
shall not be subject to amendment ex-
cept that the chairman and ranking
minority member of the Committee on
Appropriations and the Subcommittee
on Science, State, Justice, Commerce,

JONES of
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and Related Agencies each may offer
one pro forma amendment for the pur-
pose of debate; and shall not be subject
to a demand for division of the ques-
tion.

Except as otherwise specified, each
amendment shall be debatable for 10
minutes, equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an oppo-
nent.

O 1045

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Chairman, I ask
unanimous consent that the remainder
of title I of the bill through page 34,
line 11, be considered as read, printed
in the RECORD, and open to amendment
at any point.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Virginia?

There was no objection.

The text of the remainder of title I is
as follows:

WEED AND SEED PROGRAM FUND

For necessary expenses, including salaries
and related expenses of the Executive Office
for Weed and Seed, to implement ‘“Weed and
Seed” program activities, $50,000,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2007, for
inter-governmental agreements, including
grants, cooperative agreements, and con-
tracts, with State and local law enforcement
agencies, non-profit organizations, and agen-
cies of local government engaged in the in-
vestigation and prosecution of violent and
gang-related crimes and drug offenses in
“Weed and Seed” designated communities,
and for either reimbursements or transfers
to appropriation accounts of the Department
of Justice and other Federal agencies which
shall be specified by the Attorney General to
execute the “Weed and Seed’ program strat-
egy: Provided, That funds designated by Con-
gress through language for other Depart-
ment of Justice appropriation accounts for
“Weed and Seed” program activities shall be
managed and executed by the Attorney Gen-
eral through the Executive Office for Weed
and Seed: Provided further, That the Attor-
ney General may direct the use of other De-
partment of Justice funds and personnel in
support of “Weed and Seed’ program activi-
ties only after the Attorney General notifies
the Committees on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives and the Senate in
accordance with section 605 of this Act: Pro-
vided further, That of the funds appropriated
for the Executive Office for Weed and Seed,
not to exceed $2,000,000 shall be directed for
comprehensive community development
training and technical assistance.

COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES

For activities athorized by the Violent
Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of
1994 (Public Law 103-322) (including adminis-
trative costs), $520,057,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That of the
funds under this heading, not to exceed
$2,575,000 shall be available for the Office of
Justice Programs for reimbursable services
associated with programs administered by
the Community Oriented Policing Services
Office: Provided further, That section 1703(b)
and (c) of the Omnibus Crime Control and
Safe Streets Act of 1968 (‘‘the 1968 Act’)
shall not apply to non-hiring grants made
pursuant to part Q of title I thereof (42
U.S.C. 3796dd et seq.): Provided further, That
up to $29,000,000 of balances made available
as a result of prior year deobligations may
be obligated for program management and
administration: Provided further, That any
balances made available as a result of prior
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year deobligations in excess of $29,000,000
shall only be obligated in accordance with
section 605 of this Act. Of the amounts pro-
vided—

(1) $30,000,000 is for the matching grant pro-
gram for law enforcement armor vests as au-
thorized by section 2501 of part Y of the 1968
Act, of which not to exceed $3,000,000 shall be
for the National Institute of Justice to test
and evaluate vests;

(2) $60,000,000 is for policing initiatives to
combat methamphetamine production and
trafficking and to enhance policing initia-
tives in ‘‘drug hot spots’’;

(3) $120,000,000 is for a law enforcement
technologies and interoperable communica-
tions program;

(4) $25,000,000 is for grants to upgrade
criminal records, as authorized under the
Crime Identification Technology Act of 1998
(42 U.S.C. 14601);

(5) $10,000,000 is for an offender re-entry
program;

(6) $177,057,000 is for a DNA analysis and ca-
pacity enhancement program, and for other
State, local and Federal forensic activities;

(7) $38,000,000 is for law enforcement assist-
ance to Indian tribes; and

(8) $60,000,000 for a national program to re-
duce gang violence.

JUVENILE JUSTICE PROGRAMS

For grants, contracts, cooperative agree-
ments, and other assistance authorized by
the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Pre-
vention Act of 1974 (‘‘the Act’’), and other ju-
venile justice programs, including salaries
and expenses in connection therewith to be
transferred to and merged with the appro-
priations for Justice Assistance, $333,712,000,
to remain available until expended, as fol-
lows—

(1) $712,000 for concentration of Federal ef-
forts, as authorized by section 204 of the Act;

(2) $83,000,000 for State and local programs
authorized by section 221 of the Act, includ-
ing training and technical assistance to as-
sist small, non-profit organizations with the
Federal grants process;

(3) $70,000,000 for demonstration projects,
as authorized by sections 261 and 262 of the
Act;

(4) $5,000,000 for juvenile mentoring pro-
grams;

(5) $80,000,000 for delinquency prevention,
as authorized by section 505 of the Act, of
which—

(A) $10,000,000 shall be for the Tribal Youth
Program;

(B) $25,000,000 shall be for a gang resistance
education and training program; and

(C) $25,000,000 shall be for grants of $360,000
to each State and $6,640,000 shall be available
for discretionary grants to States, for pro-
grams and activities to enforce State laws
prohibiting the sale of alcoholic beverages to
minors or the purchase or consumption of al-
coholic beverages by minors, prevention and
reduction of consumption of alcoholic bev-
erages by minors, and for technical assist-
ance and training;

(6) $5,000,000 for Project Childsafe;

(7) $15,000,000 for the Secure Our Schools
Act as authorized by Public Law 106-386;

(8) $15,000,000 for programs authorized by
the Victims of Child Abuse Act of 1990; and

(9) $60,000,000 for the Juvenile Account-
ability Block Grants program as authorized
by Public Law 107-273 and Guam shall be
considered a State:

Provided, That not more than 10 percent of
each amount may be used for research, eval-
uation, and statistics activities designed to
benefit the programs or activities author-
ized: Provided further, That not more than 2
percent of each amount may be used for
training and technical assistance: Provided
further, That the previous two provisos shall
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not apply to demonstration projects, as au-
thorized by sections 261 and 262 of the Act.
PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICERS BENEFITS

To remain available until expended, for
payments authorized by part L of title I of
the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets
Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3796), such sums as are
necessary, as authorized by section 6093 of
Public Law 100-690 (102 Stat. 4339-4340); and
$4,884,000, to remain available until expended
for payments as authorized by section 1201(b)
of said Act; and $4,064,000 for educational as-
sistance, as authorized by section 1212 of the
1968 Act.

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF
JUSTICE

SEC. 101. In addition to amounts otherwise
made available in this title for official recep-
tion and representation expenses, a total of
not to exceed $60,000 from funds appropriated
to the Department of Justice in this title
shall be available to the Attorney General
for official reception and representation ex-
penses.

SEC. 102. None of the funds appropriated by
this title shall be available to pay for an
abortion, except where the life of the mother
would be endangered if the fetus were carried
to term, or in the case of rape: Provided,
That should this prohibition be declared un-
constitutional by a court of competent juris-
diction, this section shall be null and void.

SEC. 103. None of the funds appropriated
under this title shall be used to require any
person to perform, or facilitate in any way
the performance of, any abortion.

SEC. 104. Nothing in the preceding section
shall remove the obligation of the Director
of the Bureau of Prisons to provide escort
services necessary for a female inmate to re-
ceive such service outside the Federal facil-
ity: Provided, That nothing in this section in
any way diminishes the effect of section 103
intended to address the philosophical beliefs
of individual employees of the Bureau of
Prisons.

SEC. 105. Not to exceed 5 percent of any ap-
propriation made available for the current
fiscal year for the Department of Justice in
this Act may be transferred between such ap-
propriations, but no such appropriation, ex-
cept as otherwise specifically provided, shall
be increased by more than 10 percent by any
such transfers: Provided, That any transfer
pursuant to this section shall be treated as a
reprogramming of funds under section 605 of
this Act and shall not be available for obliga-
tion except in compliance with the proce-
dures set forth in that section.

SEC. 106. The Attorney General is author-
ized to extend through September 30, 2007,
the Personnel Management Demonstration
Project transferred to the Attorney General
pursuant to section 1115 of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002, Public Law 107-296 (6
U.S.C. 533) without limitation on the number
of employees or the positions covered.

SEC. 107. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used by the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration to establish a procure-
ment quota following the approval of a new
drug application or an abbreviated new drug
application for a controlled substance.

SEC. 108. The limitation established in the
preceding section shall not apply to any new
drug application or abbreviated new drug ap-
plication for which the Drug Enforcement
Administration has reviewed and provided
public comments on labeling, promotion,
risk management plans, and any other docu-
ments.

SEC. 109. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, Public Law 102-395 section 102(b)
shall extend to the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Explosives in the con-
duct of undercover investigative operations
and shall apply without fiscal year limita-
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tion with respect to any undercover inves-
tigative operation initiated by the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
that is necessary for the detection and pros-
ecution of crimes against the United States.

SEC. 110. Any funds provided in this Act
under ‘‘Department of Justice” used to im-
plement E-Government Initiatives shall be
subject to the procedures set forth in section
605 of this Act.

SEC. 111. None of the funds made available
to the Department of Justice in this Act
may be used for the purpose of transporting
an individual who is a prisoner pursuant to
conviction for crime under State or Federal
law and is classified as a maximum or high
security prisoner, other than to a prison or
other facility certified by the Federal Bu-
reau of Prisons as appropriately secure for
housing such a prisoner.

SEC. 112. (a) None of the funds appropriated
by this Act may be used by Federal prisons
to purchase cable television services, to rent
or purchase videocassettes, videocassette re-
corders, or other audiovisual or electronic
equipment used primarily for recreational
purposes.

(b) The preceding sentence does not pre-
clude the renting, maintenance, or purchase
of audiovisual or electronic equipment for
inmate training, religious, or educational
programs.

This title may be cited as the ‘“‘Department
of Justice Appropriations Act, 2006°°.

The CHAIRMAN. Are there any
amendments to that portion of the
bill?

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. WOLF

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Chairman, I offer an
amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will des-
ignate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment offered by Mr. WOLF:

Page 26, line 25, after the dollar amount,
insert the following: ‘“(increased by
$34,000,000)".

Page 27, line 21, after the dollar amount,
insert the following: ‘“(increased by
$34,000,000)".

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
order of the House of June 14, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. WOLF).

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself 30 seconds.

The committee is dedicated to ad-
dressing the methamphetamine prob-
lem; and now with the additional funds
freed by the amendment, we can dedi-
cate more funds to combat the meth
problem. So I am offering this amend-
ment which adds $34 million to the
COPS program to combat meth produc-
tion and trafficking and enhance polic-
ing initiatives.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The CHAIRMAN. Does any Member
claim the time in opposition?

The question is on the amendment
offered by the gentleman from Virginia
(Mr. WOLF).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. WEINER

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Chairman, I offer

an amendment.
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The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will des-
ignate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment offered by Mr. WEINER:

Page 26, line 25, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(increased by $126,152,000)"’.

Page 57, line 9, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $126,152,000)"’.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
order of the House of June 14, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. WEINER)
and the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
WOoLF) each will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York (Mr. WEINER).

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, this is another amend-
ment that offers to bolster the COPS
program. The hiring count is zeroed
out in this bill, and it takes the funds
of the National Science Foundation, re-
duces the NSF not back to the level it
was before its deep cuts, but puts it
back to where it was in 2004 before
those big cuts began.

First, let me say that a consensus is
emerging in this House. We have had
amendment after amendment that has
been offered to take the COPS program
back from the scrap heap, back from a
point at zero, and try to restore the
hiring component.

We saw it done from Census, a pro-
posal to do it from the FBI, and a pro-
posal now to do it from the NSF. Let
me be very clear, I think the NSF
should be higher than my amendment
and higher than the level provided by
this House, and I believe the gentleman
from West Virginia (Mr. MOLLOHAN)
and the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
WoLF) would both like to have more
than they have allocated.

The issue is this: we have reached
consensus in Congress that the COPS
program should not be zeroed out. We
reached that consensus because in the
reauthorization for the Justice Depart-
ment we included a billion dollars to
reauthorize the COPS program. We
reached consensus yesterday on the
floor when overwhelmingly an amend-
ment was adopted to increase the
COPS program. We just adopted an
amendment to restore funds to the
COPS program. The COPS program
should not be zeroed out because it has
been arguably the most successful Fed-
eral law enforcement program ever cre-
ated, and it is also the most demo-
cratic.

I have a map showing cities all
around the country and the number of
officers that have been funded since
1995 and the level that crime has gone
down, whether it be Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 347 officers funded, a crime
rate drop of 12 percent; San Antonio,
Texas, 100 officers funded, a drop of 9
percent; Boston, Massachusetts, 139 of-
ficers funded, a 28 percent crime rate
reduction.

Yet in this bill, we zero out the hir-
ing component. It is mysterious why
the COPS program has become such a
target, but I can tell Members it is not
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because the program does not work. A
broad coalition, bipartisan as we saw
yesterday and in the sponsorship of my
effort to reauthorize the bill, shows
that just about every law enforcement
group and just about every Member of
this House believes in the COPS pro-
gram.

This is another demonstration of the
same point. Look at how evenly dis-
tributed the number of new officers is:
Texas, 6,074 police officers on the
street. When John Ashcroft spoke
about this during his confirmation
hearings for Attorney General, he said,
“Let me just say, I think the COPS
program has been successful. The pur-
pose of the COPS program was to dem-
onstrate to local police departments
that if you put additional police, feet
on the street, that crime would be af-
fected and people would be safer and
more secure. We believe the COPS pro-
gram demonstrated that conclusively.”
That is John Ashcroft.

When Tom Ridge was sworn in as the
Secretary of Homeland Security, he
said homeland security starts in our
home towns.

Yet what we have done, the last 4
years, since September 11, we have had
a steady decline in the COPS program
to where it is zero. The hiring compo-
nent is at zero. We are actually taking
cops off the street rather than putting
them on.

I have complete confidence that the
gentleman from West Virginia (Mr.
MOLLOHAN) and the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. WOLF) understand the
value of the COPS program. In the dis-
trict of the gentleman from Virginia
(Mr. WOLF), over $1.1 million has been
awarded to add school resource offi-
cers. In the district of the gentleman
from West Virginia (Mr. MOLLOHAN),
over $26 million in the State of West
Virginia.

So what does this amendment do?
First of all, before my opponents stand
up, let me do the argument for them.
The NSF is a valuable agency. We are
not saying it is not valuable. We are
saying that dramatic increase they are
going to get this year be limited to
bringing them back to where they were
in the 2004 budget before we slashed it
down. Not that it should be cut, not
that it should be reduced. It should be
flatted out, increased rather, but only
to the point where it was in 2004 before
we had the reduction last year. I think
it is fair and reasonable.

We also have to be careful about
something else. We are in the unpleas-
ant circumstance of having to take
from Peter to pay Paul. But I would
argue that Members should listen to
the voice of this House. We overwhelm-
ingly reauthorized the COPS program
in the Justice Department reauthoriza-
tion bill. The will of this House is to
have a COPS hiring component. Yester-
day’s amendments showed it.

So before we get into this argument
about what is better, science or police,
I say they are both very, very impor-
tant. What is more important, Census
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or police; they are both very, very im-
portant. What is more important, the
FBI or the police on the beat; they are

both very, very important. This
amendment seeks to balance two
ideals.

Mr. WOLF. Mr.
myself 1 minute.

Mr. Chairman, I rise in very strong
opposition to the amendment. It would
inflict a major blow to the Nation’s
basic scientific research. The Nation
has reached a crisis point in terms of
science and technology. Any advantage
that we have enjoyed is rapidly erod-
ing.

The research budget should be con-
sidered part of the national security
budget. It is the most strategic invest-
ment we make in maintaining Amer-
ica’s leadership in the world. We
worked hard within our limited alloca-
tion to provide an increased funding
level in the bill for NSF’s basic sci-
entific research, $157 million above last
year’s level. Every outside group said
this is good. It is above what the Bush
administration had, and to take it out
now would send a message to the sci-
entific community and the university
community that would demoralize
them. It would make us a second- and
third-rate Nation. I urge a strong ‘‘no”’
vote on the amendment.

Mr. Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
BOEHLERT), chairman of the Committee
on Science and one who knows so much
about this issue.

(Mr. BOEHLERT asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Chairman, I rise
in strong opposition to this amend-
ment. I am a little bit surprised that
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
WEINER), who is a former member of
the Committee on Science, and let me
add a valuable member of the Com-
mittee on Science, I am a little sur-
prised he would be offering this amend-
ment.

Let me say what I have said many
times in response to earlier amend-
ments. We cannot be decimating a val-
uable program so another can do a lit-
tle bit better, and that is what this
amendment would do.

The National Science Foundation is
not exactly flush with cash these days.
The appropriators deserve to be con-
gratulated for the funding they have
been able to find; but let me remind
Members, it is not as much as NSF re-
ceived in fiscal year 2004. The approval
rate for grant applications is down 20
percent. The approval rate in some sub-
fields, some specialties, is in the single
digits. Meanwhile, NSF is being asked
to take on more responsibilities, such
as footing the bill for the ice-breaking
activities in the Antarctic. This is not
the time to be cutting NSF. NSF does
not have cash to spare.

Even the gentleman from New York
(Mr. WEINER) recognizes this because
he proudly joined us in signing a letter
requesting far more money for NSF

Chairman, 1 yield
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than this bill provides. That letter
talks about how vital NSF programs
are to our Nation’s economic future.

If one takes the long view, it is kind
of ironic to take money away from
NSF to find funding for local law en-
forcement. If our economy falters, then
crime will surely go up. And if we do
not invest in basic research, then over
time our economy surely will falter.
We should not be doing this. This is not
the right way to approach it.

I urge opposition to this amendment
which will take money away from a
vital cash-strapped agency which is
dealing with our future. No one will
fund basic research if the Federal Gov-
ernment does not. That is not true of
local law enforcement. So I urge oppo-
sition to this amendment.

Mr. MOLLOHAN. Mr. Chairman, I
move to strike the last word.

Mr. Chairman, I rise in strong opposi-
tion to this amendment. The gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. WEINER)
says before we get into this argument
between COPS and NSF and NOAA and
all of the other good programs in this
bill, we are into the argument of bal-
ancing. He says we are trying to bal-
ance two ideals.

I want to assure the gentleman from
New York (Mr. WEINER) that the chair-
man, the ranking member, and all of
the subcommittees, in addition to the
full Committee on Appropriations,
have gone through an extensive exer-
cise of balancing these ideals, more
than two ideals. There are many com-
peting domestic programs in this bill.
They are all worthy purposes and
projects, and they all serve our country
in different ways; and given our alloca-
tion, we spent a lot of time balancing
these ideals.

I suggest that this amendment puts
these ideals in imbalance, particularly
with regard to NSF. The whole stated
purpose of moving the science pro-
grams from VA-HUD and independent
agencies last year as we went through
what I considered to be an unnecessary
exercise of eliminating that com-
mittee, the stated purpose was to re-
emphasize science.

In a small way this committee has
been able to do that in the sense that
the chairman restored to the National
Science Foundation moneys that we
were not able to give it last year. In
other words, in 20056 we cut NSF. That
was a terrible thing to do, and it was
for reasons I will speak to in just a mo-
ment. However, we have restored that
money in this bill. We have done the
best for the COPS program, for the law
enforcement programs that we could.
Although State and local law enforce-
ment, as we have seen by the Obey
amendments and the debate with re-
gard to them, are certainly under-
funded, so is the National Science
Foundation which is such a critical
area for the Nation’s future economy.

I think everybody agrees that science
research is the cutting edge, is the pre-
cursor, if you will, for a modern econ-
omy. If we are going to stay ahead of
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the economic conditions, of the eco-
nomic realities, of the economic phe-
nomenon that we all find ourselves in
with economic globalization, we need
to be at the forefront of research. We
need to be at the forefront of develop-
ment. That requires a Federal role in
facilitating, in sponsoring, in sending
the signal that the country needs to in-
vest in research in collaboration with
our great university institutions and
our great corporations and small busi-
nesses and the nonprofit sector that
are so active with the National Science
Foundation funding.

I would point out these are competi-
tive grants. They are particularly im-
portant as they facilitate the research
that gives us that economic edge in the
world.

I strongly support maintaining our
funding for the National Science Foun-
dation. It would be disastrous and it
would be extremely shortsighted for all
of the reasons I stated to do otherwise.

Mr. Chairman, I strongly oppose this
amendment and would strongly encour-
age all of our colleagues on a bipar-
tisan basis to oppose this amendment,
not because we oppose COPS; we sup-
port the COPS program, and we will do
everything we can for that program. At
the same time, the other ideal that the
sponsor of the amendment talked
about, the NSF, cannot experience this
kind of a cut and do the job that it
needs to do.

0 1100

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, I move to
strike the last word.

Mr. Chairman, I have spent a lot of
time not just this session, but in the
two previous sessions of this Congress
fighting for additional funding for law
enforcement assistance grants. I take a
back seat to no one in my interest in
doing that. But I absolutely agree with
virtually every word said by the sub-
committee chairman the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. WOLF), and by the
ranking member the gentleman from
West Virginia (Mr. MOLLOHAN). I have
spent over 30 years on the Labor-
Health-Education subcommittee. One
of our main concerns on that sub-
committee is health research prin-
cipally centered in the National Insti-
tutes of Health. Anyone from NIH will
tell you that much of the progress that
they have been able to make in the
past 20 years has been rooted in the
most basic of all scientific research,
and a good deal of that research has
been funded in the past by the National
Science Foundation. If we cut back the
National Science Foundation, we are
eating our own seed corn, we are erod-
ing the ability of this economy to
grow, we are weakening the ability of
this society to increase human knowl-
edge, and we are weakening our efforts
to improve health as well.

If you would take a look at our re-
search budget today, at our basic re-
search budget, we are spending a small-
er percentage of our national income
on basic research today than we have
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been spending at any time since those
numbers have been kept. We do not
want to weaken that even more.

I would also point out that in the
area of health, if you take a look at the
issue of three-dimensional imaging,
that has been greatly enhanced by
basic research done under contract
with the National Science Foundation.
Research into materials, into changing
materials that you can use for joints,
for heart valves, much of that has
originated in research financed by the
National Science Foundation. Eye sur-
gery has been refined to a great extent
by what we have learned under the aus-
pices of the National Science Founda-
tion.

I applaud the gentleman from New
York in wanting to increase funding
for the COPS program. I think it is
outrageous that we have seen these
long-term reductions. But if we do cut
back on the National Science Founda-
tion, we not only threaten the health
of America’s citizens, we threaten the
health of America’s economic system
as well. I think this is one of those ex-
amples where this agency does not
have a lot of political support, but it is
absolutely imperative that we step in
and see to it that we make the ad-
vances that are possible with decent
levels of funding.

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Chairman, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. OBEY. I yield to the gentleman
from New York.

Mr. WEINER. Just for the purpose of
clarification, under my amendment we
are not reducing the budget of the
NSF. It is going up. It is going up. I
just want to make that clear. What we
are doing is we are saying it should rise
back to the level it was cut back to.

Mr. OBEY. I understand. But the gen-
tleman, among other things, is cutting
into their education programs. This
country is on the edge of being scientif-
ically illiterate. We cannot afford to
cut back science education in one
classroom, in one university, in one
corporation. We have got to have it all,
and we need to have much more than
we have right now.

Mr. WEINER. If the gentleman will
yield further, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. BOEHLERT) made this charac-
terization as well. The COPS program
hiring component is zero. Not a little,
not a medium amount, not cut back.
Zero.

Mr. OBEY. If I can take back my
time, I understand that. That is why I
had an amendment yesterday to add
$400 million to local law enforcement.
The majority rejected that. I had an-
other amendment adding $200 million
to local law enforcement.

My position in favor of the COPS pro-
gram is clear. My brother-in-law is a
former district attorney who was shot.
I have no less concern about law en-
forcement than the gentleman from
New York. But the National Science
Foundation and all of its ancillary pro-
grams, especially its education pro-
grams, are crucial to the future health



H4498

of this country. It would be mindless to
pass this amendment.

Mr. WOLF. I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin for his com-
ments.

Mr. Chairman, I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr.
CULBERSON).

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Chairman, the
gentleman from Wisconsin is correct.
The country is on the brink of sci-
entific illiteracy. I join the gentleman
from Wisconsin, our ranking member,
and our chairman in strongly opposing
this amendment.

I want to reiterate something Chair-
man WOLF said which is vitally impor-
tant. The National Science Foundation
is of strategic importance to the future
prosperity of the United States. We
have three appropriations bills that
deal with the defense of this country;
one obviously the defense bill, home-
land security, and then this bill which
invests in the future prosperity of the
country by investing in fundamental
research and development through the
National Science Foundation. The
American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science has shown with future
projections that the purchasing power
of research and development invest-
ments are expected to decline over the
next 5 years.

The chairman has put together a su-
perb bill that increases funding for the
National Science Foundation, not the
level we need to be because of our sub-
allocation, but we are moving in the
right direction. If we do not do so,
other nations will pass us by. China is
now graduating 300,000 engineers per
year versus 71,000 in the United States.
China’s high tech output has shot up
eightfold over the 1990s, while ours has
only doubled. We need to reject this
amendment and continue the growth in
investment in research and develop-
ment through the National Science
Foundation.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Chairman, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. EHLERS), who has been a lead-
er on this issue.

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Chairman, first of
all, I have to make a correction. The
gentleman from New York keeps say-
ing that he is not cutting NSF. Actu-
ally, the National Science Foundation
appropriation under this bill is still
less than fiscal year 2004 due to the
large cut last year. Furthermore, the
Research and Related Activities ac-
count, which we have been discussing
with this amendment, will be cut $60
million below fiscal year 2004 levels by
this amendment.

We have not only started to eat our
seed corn, I read an article last week
that said the seed corn is almost gone.
Because other countries are making
this a high priority, they are doing
much better than we are in research.

Let me illustrate the importance of
research activities. When I was a grad-
uate student fifty years ago, a friend of
mine, Charlie Townes, was working on
development of a laser. Today I hold in
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my hand a laser which I purchased
downstairs in the stationery shop for
$15. That is how far we have come in 50
years. The laser industry, which rose
from a simple grant to Dr. Townes
from the National Science Foundation
of a few million dollars, is today a
multi-multibillion-dollar industry in
this country. That is the kind of rate
of return we get on our investment in
research and our funding of the Na-
tional Science Foundation. Reject this
amendment. It goes in totally the
wrong direction.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. WEINER).

The question was taken; and the
Chairman announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Chairman, I de-
mand a recorded vote.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to clause
6 of rule XVIII, further proceedings on
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. WEINER)
will be postponed.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Chairman, I ask
unanimous consent that title IT of the
bill through page 52, line 17, be consid-
ered as read, printed in the RECORD,
and open to amendment at any point.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Virginia?

There was no objection.

The text of title II is as follows:
TITLE II-DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
AND RELATED AGENCIES
TRADE AND INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
RELATED AGENCIES
OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE
REPRESENTATIVE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
United States Trade Representative, includ-
ing the hire of passenger motor vehicles and
the employment of experts and consultants
as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109, $44,779,000, of
which $1,000,000 shall remain available until
expended: Provided, That not to exceed
$124,000 shall be available for official recep-
tion and representation expenses: Provided
further, That not less than $2,000,000 provided
under this heading shall be for expenses au-
thorized by 19 U.S.C. 2451 and 1677b(c).

INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Inter-
national Trade Commission, including hire
of passenger motor vehicles, and services as
authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109, and not to exceed
$2,5600 for official reception and representa-
tion expenses, $62,752,000, to remain available
until expended.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
INTERNATIONAL TRADE ADMINISTRATION
OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION

For necessary expenses for international
trade activities of the Department of Com-
merce provided for by law, and for engaging
in trade promotional activities abroad, in-
cluding expenses of grants and cooperative
agreements for the purpose of promoting ex-
ports of United States firms, without regard
to 44 U.S.C. 3702 and 3703; full medical cov-
erage for dependent members of immediate
families of employees stationed overseas and
employees temporarily posted overseas;
travel and transportation of employees of
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the United States and Foreign Commercial
Service between two points abroad, without
regard to 49 U.S.C. 40118; employment of
Americans and aliens by contract for serv-
ices; rental of space abroad for periods not
exceeding 10 years, and expenses of alter-
ation, repair, or improvement; purchase or
construction of temporary demountable ex-
hibition structures for use abroad; payment
of tort claims, in the manner authorized in
the first paragraph of 28 U.S.C. 2672 when
such claims arise in foreign countries; not to
exceed $327,000 for official representation ex-
penses abroad; purchase of passenger motor
vehicles for official use abroad, not to exceed
$45,000 per vehicle; obtaining insurance on of-
ficial motor vehicles; and rental of tie lines,
$406,925,000, of which $13,000,000 is to be de-
rived from fees to be retained and used by
the International Trade Administration, not-
withstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302: Provided, That
$47,434,000 shall be for Manufacturing and
Services; $39,815,000 shall be for Market Ac-
cess and Compliance; $62,134,000 shall be for
the Import Administration of which not less
than $3,000,000 is for the Office of China Com-
pliance; $231,722,000 shall be for the United
States and Foreign Commercial Service; and
$25,820,000 shall be for Executive Direction
and Administration: Provided further, That
the provisions of the first sentence of section
105(f) and all of section 108(c) of the Mutual
Educational and Cultural Exchange Act of
1961 (22 U.S.C. 2455(f) and 2458(c)) shall apply
in carrying out these activities without re-
gard to section 5412 of the Omnibus Trade
and Competitiveness Act of 1988 (15 U.S.C.
4912); and that for the purpose of this Act,
contributions under the provisions of the
Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange
Act of 1961 shall include payment for assess-
ments for services provided as part of these
activities.

BUREAU OF INDUSTRY AND SECURITY
OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION

For necessary expenses for export adminis-
tration and national security activities of
the Department of Commerce, including
costs associated with the performance of ex-
port administration field activities both do-
mestically and abroad; full medical coverage
for dependent members of immediate fami-
lies of employees stationed overseas; em-
ployment of Americans and aliens by con-
tract for services abroad; payment of tort
claims, in the manner authorized in the first
paragraph of 28 U.S.C. 2672 when such claims
arise in foreign countries; not to exceed
$15,000 for official representation expenses
abroad; awards of compensation to informers
under the Export Administration Act of 1979,
and as authorized by 22 U.S.C. 401(b); and
purchase of passenger motor vehicles for of-
ficial use and motor vehicles for law enforce-
ment use with special requirement vehicles
eligible for purchase without regard to any
price limitation otherwise established by
law, $77,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which $14,767,000 shall be for in-
spections and other activities related to na-
tional security: Provided, That the provisions
of the first sentence of section 105(f) and all
of section 108(c) of the Mutual Educational
and Cultural Exchange Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C.
2455(f) and 2458(c)) shall apply in carrying out
these activities: Provided further, That pay-
ments and contributions collected and ac-
cepted for materials or services provided as
part of such activities may be retained for
use in covering the cost of such activities,
and for providing information to the public
with respect to the export administration
and national security activities of the De-
partment of Commerce and other export con-
trol programs of the United States and other
governments.
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EcONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE
PROGRAMS

For grants for economic development as-
sistance as provided by the Public Works and
Economic Development Act of 1965, and for
trade adjustment assistance, $200,985,000, to
remain available until expended.

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of administering
the economic development assistance pro-
grams as provided for by law, $26,584,000: Pro-
vided, That these funds may be used to mon-
itor projects approved pursuant to title I of
the Public Works Employment Act of 1976,
title II of the Trade Act of 1974, and the Com-
munity Emergency Drought Relief Act of
19717.

MINORITY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

MINORITY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

For necessary expenses of the Department
of Commerce in fostering, promoting, and
developing minority business enterprise, in-
cluding expenses of grants, contracts, and
other agreements with public or private or-
ganizations, $30,024,000.

ECONOMIC AND INFORMATION INFRASTRUCTURE
ECONOMIC AND STATISTICAL ANALYSIS
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses, as authorized by
law, of economic and statistical analysis pro-
grams of the Department of Commerce,
$80,304,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2007.

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For expenses necessary for collecting, com-
piling, analyzing, preparing, and publishing
statistics, provided for by law, $208,029,000.

PERIODIC CENSUSES AND PROGRAMS

For necessary expenses related to the 2010
decennial census, $463,596,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2007: Provided,
That of the total amount available related to
the 2010 decennial census, $213,849,000 is for
the Re-engineered Design Process for the
Short-Form Only Census, $169,948,000 is for
the American Community Survey, and
$79,799,000 is for the Master Address File/Top-
ologically Integrated Geographic Encoding
and Referencing (MAF/TIGER) system.

In addition, for expenses to collect and
publish statistics for other periodic censuses
and programs provided for by law,
$160,612,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2007, of which $72,928,000 is for eco-
nomic statistics programs and $87,684,000 is
for demographic statistics programs: Pro-
vided, That regarding construction of a facil-
ity at the Suitland Federal Center, quarterly
reports regarding the expenditure of funds
and project planning, design and cost deci-
sions shall be provided by the Bureau, in co-
operation with the General Services Admin-
istration, to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives: Provided further, That none of
the funds provided in this or any other Act
under the heading ‘“‘Bureau of the Census,
Periodic Censuses and Programs’ shall be
used to fund the construction and tenant
build-out costs of a facility at the Suitland
Federal Center: Provided further, That none
of the funds provided in this or any other Act
for any fiscal year may be used for the col-
lection of Census data on race identification
that does not include ‘‘some other race’ as a
category.

NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses, as provided for by
law, of the National Telecommunications
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and Information Administration (NTIA),
$17,716,000: Provided, That, notwithstanding
31 U.S.C. 1535(d), the Secretary of Commerce
shall charge Federal agencies for costs in-
curred in spectrum management, analysis,
and operations, and related services and such
fees shall be retained and used as offsetting
collections for costs of such spectrum serv-
ices, to remain available until expended: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary of Com-
merce is authorized to retain and use as off-
setting collections all funds transferred, or
previously transferred, from other Govern-
ment agencies for all costs incurred in tele-
communications research, engineering, and
related activities by the Institute for Tele-
communication Sciences of NTIA, in further-
ance of its assigned functions under this
paragraph, and such funds received from
other Government agencies shall remain
available until expended.

PUBLIC TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES,
PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION

For the administration of the program as
authorized by section 392 of the Communica-
tions Act of 1934, $2,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended as authorized by section
391 of the Act.

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK
OFFICE

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the United
States Patent and Trademark Office pro-
vided for by law, including defense of suits
instituted against the Under Secretary of
Commerce for Intellectual Property and Di-
rector of the United States Patent and
Trademark Office, $1,703,300,000, to remain
available until expended: Provided, That the
sum herein appropriated from the general
fund shall be reduced as offsetting collec-
tions assessed and collected pursuant to 15
U.S.C. 1113 and 35 U.S.C. 41 and 376 are re-
ceived during fiscal year 2006, so as to result
in a fiscal year 2006 appropriation from the
general fund estimated at $0: Provided fur-
ther, That during fiscal year 2006, should the
total amount of offsetting fee collections be
less than $1,703,300,000, this amount shall be
reduced accordingly: Provided further, That
not less than 657 full-time equivalents, 690
positions and $85,017,000 shall be for the ex-
amination of trademark applications; and
not less than 6,050 full-time equivalents, 6,304
positions and $926,356,000 shall be for the ex-
amination and searching of patent applica-
tions: Provided further, That not more than
265 full-time equivalents, 272 positions and
$37,490,000 shall be for the Office of the Gen-
eral Counsel: Provided further, That not more
than 82 full-time equivalents, 83 positions
and $25,393,000 shall be for the Office of the
Administrator for External Affairs: Provided
further, That from amounts provided herein,
not to exceed $1,000 shall be made available
in fiscal year 2006 for official reception and
representation expenses: Provided further,
That notwithstanding section 1353 of title 31,
United States Code, no employee of the
United States Patent and Trademark Office
may accept payment or reimbursement from
a non-Federal entity for travel, subsistence,
or related expenses for the purpose of ena-
bling an employee to attend and participate
in a convention, conference, or meeting when
the entity offering payment or reimburse-
ment is a person or corporation subject to
regulation by the Office, or represents a per-
son or corporation subject to regulation by
the Office, unless the person or corporation
is an organization exempt from taxation pur-
suant to section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986: Provided further, That in
fiscal year 2006, from the amounts made
available for ‘‘Salaries and Expenses’ for the
United States Patent and Trademark Office
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(PTO), the amounts necessary to pay: (1) the
difference between the percentage of basic
pay contributed by the PTO and employees
under section 8334(a) of title 5, United States
Code, and the normal cost percentage (as de-
fined by section 8331(17) of that title) of basic
pay, of employees subject to subchapter III
of chapter 83 of that title; and (2) the present
value of the otherwise unfunded accruing
costs, as determined by the Office of Per-
sonnel Management, of post-retirement life
insurance and post-retirement health bene-
fits coverage for all PTO employees, shall be
transferred to the Civil Service Retirement
and Disability Fund, the Employees Life In-
surance Fund, and the Employees Health
Benefits Fund, as appropriate, and shall be
available for the authorized purposes of
those accounts.
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
TECHNOLOGY ADMINISTRATION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses for the Under Sec-
retary for Technology Office of Technology
Policy, $6,460,000.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS AND
TECHNOLOGY
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL RESEARCH AND
SERVICES

For necessary expenses of the National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology,
$397,744,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which not to exceed $760,000 may
be transferred to the ‘“Working Capital
Fund”.

MANUFACTURING EXTENSION PARTNERSHIPS

For necessary expenses of Manufacturing
Extension Partnerships of the National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology,
$106,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

CONSTRUCTION OF RESEARCH FACILITIES

For construction of new research facilities,
including architectural and engineering de-
sign, and for renovation and maintenance of
existing facilities, not otherwise provided for
the National Institute of Standards and
Technology, as authorized by 15 U.S.C. 278c-
278e, $45,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC
ADMINISTRATION

OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of activities au-
thorized by law for the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, including
maintenance, operation, and hire of aircraft
and vessels; grants, contracts, or other pay-
ments to nonprofit organizations for the pur-
poses of conducting activities pursuant to
cooperative agreements; and relocation of fa-
cilities, $2,444,000,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2007: Provided, That fees
and donations received by the National
Ocean Service for the management of na-
tional marine sanctuaries may be retained
and used for the salaries and expenses associ-
ated with those activities, notwithstanding
31 U.S.C. 3302: Provided further, That in addi-
tion, $3,000,000 shall be derived by transfer
from the fund entitled ‘‘Coastal Zone Man-
agement’ and in addition $77,000,000 shall be
derived by transfer from the fund entitled
“Promote and Develop Fishery Products and
Research Pertaining to American Fisheries’’:
Provided further, That of the $2,543,000,000
provided for in direct obligations under this
heading $2,444,000,000 is appropriated from
the General Fund, $80,000,000 is provided by
transfer, and $19,000,000 is derived from
deobligations from prior years: Provided fur-
ther, That no general administrative charge
shall be applied against an assigned activity
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included in this Act or the report accom-
panying this Act: Provided further, That the
total amount available for the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration cor-
porate services administrative support costs
shall not exceed $189,010,000: Provided further,
That payments of funds made available
under this heading to the Department of
Commerce Working Capital Fund including
Department of Commerce General Counsel
legal services shall not exceed $40,700,000:
Provided further, That any deviation from the
amounts designated for specific activities in
the report accompanying this Act, or any
use of deobligated balances of funds provided
under this heading in previous years, shall be
subject to the procedures set forth in section
605 of this Act.

In addition, for necessary retired pay ex-
penses under the Retired Serviceman’s Fam-
ily Protection and Survivor Benefits Plan,
and for payments for the medical care of re-
tired personnel and their dependents under
the Dependents Medical Care Act (10 U.S.C.
ch. 55), such sums as may be necessary.
PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION

For procurement, acquisition and con-
struction of capital assets, including alter-
ation and modification costs, of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
$936,000,000 to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2008: Provided, That of the
amounts provided for the National Polar-or-
biting Operational Environmental Satellite
System, funds shall only be made available
on a dollar for dollar matching basis with
funds provided for the same purpose by the
Department of Defense: Provided further,
That except to the extent expressly prohib-
ited by any other law, the Department of De-
fense may delegate procurement functions
related to the National Polar-orbiting Oper-
ational Environmental Satellite System to
officials of the Department of Commerce
pursuant to section 2311 of title 10, United
States Code: Provided further, That any devi-
ation from the amounts designated for spe-
cific activities in the report accompanying
this Act, or any use of deobligated balances
of funds provided under this heading in pre-
vious years, shall be subject to the proce-
dures set forth in section 605 of this Act: Pro-
vided further, That none of the funds provided
in this Act or any other Act under the head-
ing ‘‘National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, Procurement, Acquisition and
Construction” shall be used to fund the Gen-
eral Services Administration’s standard con-
struction and tenant build-out costs of a fa-
cility at the Suitland Federal Center.

PACIFIC COASTAL SALMON RECOVERY

For necessary expenses associated with the
restoration of Pacific salmon populations,
$50,000,000: Provided, That this amount shall
be available to fund grants to the States of
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, California, and
Alaska, and to the Columbia River and Pa-
cific Coastal Tribes for projects necessary
for restoration of salmon and steelhead pop-
ulations that are listed as threatened or en-
dangered, or identified by a State as at-risk
to be so-listed, for maintaining populations
necessary for exercise of tribal treaty fishing
rights or native subsistence fishing, or for
conservation of Pacific coastal salmon and
steelhead habitat: Provided further, That
funds disbursed to States shall be subject to
a matching requirement of funds or docu-
mented in-kind contributions of at least
thirty-three percent of the Federal funds:
Provided further, That, in order to fulfill the
matching requirement in the previous pro-
viso, non-Federal contributions of funds pur-
suant to the previous proviso must be used in
direct support of this program.

COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT FUND

Of amounts collected pursuant to section

308 of the Coastal Zone Management Act of
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1972 (16 U.S.C. 1456a), not to exceed $3,000,000
shall be transferred to the ‘‘Operations, Re-
search, and Facilities” account to offset the
costs of implementing such Act.

FISHERIES FINANCE PROGRAM ACCOUNT

For the costs of direct loans, $60,000, as au-
thorized by the Merchant Marine Act of 1936:
Provided, That such costs, including the cost
of modifying such loans, shall be as defined
in the Federal Credit Reform Act of 1990:
Provided further, That these funds are only
available to subsidize gross obligations for
the principal amount of direct loans not to
exceed $5,000,000 for Individual Fishing Quota
loans, and not to exceed $18,900,000 for fish-
ing capacity reduction loans: Provided fur-
ther, That none of the funds made available
under this heading may be used for direct
loans for any new fishing vessel that will in-
crease the harvesting capacity in any United
States fishery.

OTHER
DEPARTMENTAL MANAGEMENT
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For expenses necessary for the depart-
mental management of the Department of
Commerce provided for by law, including not
to exceed $5,000 for official entertainment,
$47,466,000: Provided, That not to exceed 12
full-time equivalents and $1,621,000 shall be
expended for the legislative affairs function
of the Department.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978 (b
U.S.C. App.), $22,758,000.

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF

COMMERCE
SEC. 201. During the current fiscal year, ap-
plicable appropriations and funds made

available to the Department of Commerce by
this Act shall be available for the activities
specified in the Act of October 26, 1949 (15
U.S.C. 1514), to the extent and in the manner
prescribed by the Act, and, notwithstanding
31 U.S.C. 3324, may be used for advanced pay-
ments not otherwise authorized only upon
the certification of officials designated by
the Secretary of Commerce that such pay-
ments are in the public interest.

SEC. 202. During the current fiscal year, ap-
propriations made available to the Depart-
ment of Commerce by this Act for salaries
and expenses shall be available for hire of
passenger motor vehicles as authorized by 31
U.S.C. 1343 and 1344; services as authorized
by 5 U.S.C. 3109; and uniforms or allowances
therefor, as authorized by law (b U.S.C. 5901
5902).

SEC. 203. Not to exceed 5 percent of any ap-
propriation made available for the current
fiscal year for the Department of Commerce
in this Act may be transferred between such
appropriations, but no such appropriation
shall be increased by more than 10 percent
by any such transfers: Provided, That any
transfer pursuant to this section shall be
treated as a reprogramming of funds under
section 605 of this Act and shall not be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure except in
compliance with the procedures set forth in
that section: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary of Commerce shall notify the Com-
mittees on Appropriations at least 15 days in
advance of the acquisition or disposal of any
capital asset (including land, structures, and
equipment) not specifically provided for in
this or any other Departments of Commerce,
Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act.

SEC. 204. Any costs incurred by a depart-
ment or agency funded under this title re-
sulting from personnel actions taken in re-
sponse to funding reductions included in this

June 15, 2005

title or from actions taken for the care and
protection of loan collateral or grant prop-
erty shall be absorbed within the total budg-
etary resources available to such department
or agency: Provided, That the authority to
transfer funds between appropriations ac-
counts as may be necessary to carry out this
section is provided in addition to authorities
included elsewhere in this Act: Provided fur-
ther, That use of funds to carry out this sec-
tion shall be treated as a reprogramming of
funds under section 605 of this Act and shall
not be available for obligation or expendi-
ture except in compliance with the proce-
dures set forth in that section.

SEC. 205. Any funds provided in this Act
under ‘‘Department of Commerce” used to
implement E-Government Initiatives shall
be subject to the procedures set forth in sec-
tion 605 of this Act.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Department
of Commerce and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2006,

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. MICA

Mr. MICA. Mr. Chairman, I offer an
amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will des-
ignate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment offered by Mr. MICA:

Page 36, line 11, after the first dollar
amount, insert the following: ‘‘(increased by
$131,900,000)"".

Page 36, line 19, after the dollar amount,
insert the following: ‘“(increased by
$131,900,000)".

Page 60, line 23, after the dollar amount,
insert the following: ““(reduced by
$131,900,000)".

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
order of the House of June 14, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MICA) and
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
WOLF) each will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. MICA).

Mr. MICA. Mr. Chairman, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I offer this amendment which trans-
fers all of the funding for economic
service officer positions in the Depart-
ment of State, transfers their funds,
$131 million for those positions, to the
Foreign Commercial Service operation,
which is under the Department of Com-
merce. I do so because this 5 or 10 min-
utes that we have here to discuss on
this amendment is probably the only
discussion we will have on this entire
bill relating to our trade deficit and
the inability of the United States to
compete in international markets.

I would venture to say very few Mem-
bers of Congress have a clue as to what
the Foreign Commercial Service does
or where it is positioned. The Foreign
Commercial Service, which has been
around for some time and has bounced
around from the Department of Com-
merce to the Department of State, is
our number one means of assistance to
particularly medium and small busi-
nesses overseas to assist in promoting
U.S. exports and businesses in those lo-
calities.

Our trade deficit last month, I be-
lieve, was $57 billion. We will exceed a
trade deficit in the United States of
over $600 billion this year. We only
have 76 countries in which we have
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Foreign Commercial Service oper-
ations. We only have officers in 76
countries. In 96 countries, the Depart-
ment of State has that responsibility. I
would not mind if the Department of
State had that responsibility, but from
my personal experience of dealing in
international trade, our system of pro-
moting, assisting, financing and nego-
tiating in international trade is dys-
functional at best.

We have these 98 countries, and I will
include this list as part of the RECORD,
that have no Foreign Commercial
Service operations. It is handled by the
State Department. If I thought the
State Department considered this a
priority in promoting trade in U.S.
business, or we had the best personnel
to assist in doing business, I would not
be here. Here is the response I got from
the Department of State on the num-
ber of positions they have:

There are currently 1,319 Foreign
Service officers with economics spe-
cialization. List of overseas economic
positions and posts where the State De-
partment performs the commercial
functions are enclosed. As you can see,
the number of economic positions over-
seas, only 497, is considerably less than
the number of Foreign Service officers
with an economic specialty, 1,319. The
difference is accounted for by the fact
that many economic officers are entry-
level officers who in their first one or
two tours in the Foreign Service fill ro-
tational or consular positions. Other
economics officers are stationed in
Washington; others are participating in
long-term training or performing other
noneconomic jobs overseas, and SO
forth.

That is not a priority. We have the
emerging markets around the world in
which we have not a priority nor no
Foreign Commercial Service officer op-
erating. This is a simple amendment. It
transfers those, sometimes they call
them bean counters, and in some coun-
tries the economic officers do do a very
good job, but I am saying in most coun-
tries we do not even have and in emerg-
ing markets we do not even have a For-
eign Commercial Service officer.

Finally, I have a chart that shows
the level of funding for international
trade promotion and assistance posi-
tions and the deficit. As we keep the
level of personnel dealing with assist-
ing business and particularly medium
and small business at the lowest pos-
sible level, you can see that our trade
deficit explodes.

Mr. Chairman, 19 of 20 consumers in
the future are outside our borders. I
cannot fault the appropriators alone
because this is also authorization re-
sponsibility, but it is multijuris-
dictional. But no one is taking it with-
in their turf to do anything about this,
so I propose today that we take the
economic officers who do not have this
as a priority in the Department of
State and transfer them to the Depart-
ment of Commerce under the Foreign
Commercial Service Office.
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EMBASSIES AT WHICH STATE DEPARTMENT
PERFORMS COMMERCIAL FUNCTION

AFRICA

Abidjan

Addis Ababa

Antananarivo

A