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agencies, the National Science Founda-
tion, the various groups at NIH, and 
even through the Defense Department, 
to help develop these miracle drugs. 

So in some respects, we pay for them 
in the prices we pay, we pay in the Tax 
Code, and we pay in the research that 
we pay for. 

It is time to give Americans access to 
world-class drugs at world-market 
prices.
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SMART SECURITY AND IRAQ’S 
SOLDIERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, on 
April 12 at Fort Hood, Texas, President 
Bush told an audience of thousands of 
servicemembers that, for the first 
time, Iraqi soldiers outnumbered U.S. 
soldiers in Iraq. Specifically, he put 
the number of trained Iraqi forces at 
150,000. 

This rosy assessment of the situation 
in Iraq is shocking, not only for its ar-
rogance, but also for its ignorance. Is 
the President totally oblivious of Iraq’s 
true security failures, or is he mis-
leading the American people into 
thinking that peace has taken hold? 

Either way, the President’s assess-
ment misleads the American people 
about the true situation in Iraq. Take, 
for example, his claim that 150,000 Iraqi 
soldiers have been trained. Iraqi mili-
tary leaders actually reveal that the 
number of trained soldiers is closer to 
75,000, about half of the President’s es-
timate. But the actual number of 
trained security personnel committed 
to a secure and democratic Iraq is even 
less than that, because many soldiers 
use their posts to assassinate political 
opponents. Others simply have no de-
sire to help secure Iraq. 

The chief of police in Basra, General 
Hassan al-Sade, stated that at least 
half of his 14,000-member militia are 
openly opposed to a secure Iraq, and 
another quarter are politically neutral 
and do not follow his military orders. 
General al-Sade recently told the 
Guardian newspaper, ‘‘I trust 25 per-
cent of my force, no more.’’ 

After giving his Fort Hood speech, 
the President never again mentioned 
that 150,000 Iraqi security personnel 
have been trained. Perhaps that is be-
cause he realized that his assessment 
was entirely inaccurate. 

But the President never admitted to 
the American people that he was wrong 
in this assessment, and he still has not 
told the American people how he plans 
to help secure Iraq or how and when he 
plans to bring the troops home. 

Mr. Speaker, the best way to help se-
cure Iraq and protect our troops is to 
remove U.S. troops from the country. 
Nothing enrages and unites Iraq’s in-
surgency more than the presence of 
nearly 140,000 American soldiers on 
Iraqi soil. 

One option is to bring one American 
soldier home for every trustworthy 

Iraqi soldier that has been trained. If 
75,000 Iraqi soldiers have been trained, 
half the President’s April 12 assess-
ment, then why can we not remove the 
same number of our own soldiers? 

This is just one plan to exit from 
Iraq. We have asked the President to 
come up with his own plan for securing 
Iraq. I am not against supporting the 
President’s plan if it is a good one; but 
right now, he does not even have a 
plan. So we will develop a plan of our 
own. 

Fortunately, there is a plan that 
would secure America for the future 
once we have cleaned up the mess we 
made in Iraq: SMART Security. 
SMART is a Sensible, Multilateral 
American Response to Terrorism for 
the 21st Century, and it will help us ad-
dress the threats we face as a Nation. 

SMART Security will prevent acts of 
terrorism in countries like Iraq by ad-
dressing the very conditions which 
allow terrorism to take root: poverty, 
despair, resource scarcity, lack of edu-
cation, and economic opportunities. 
SMART Security encourages the 
United States to work with other na-
tions to address the most pressing 
global issues. SMART Security ad-
dresses global crises diplomatically in-
stead of by resorting to armed conflict. 
Efforts to help the Iraqi people must 
follow the SMART approach: humani-
tarian assistance coordinated with our 
international allies to rebuild Iraq’s 
war-torn physical and economic infra-
structure. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been more than 2 
years since the United States started 
the war in Iraq. Do the American peo-
ple, especially the soldiers who are 
bravely serving our country halfway 
across the world, not deserve a plan for 
ending the war? It is time for the 
President to create a plan to end the 
war in Iraq to bring our troops home.
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WITHDRAWAL FROM IRAQ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MARCHANT). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from Ne-
braska (Mr. OSBORNE) is recognized for 
5 minutes. 

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, I hadn’t 
realized the juxtaposition that the 
speakers would have this evening. But 
my remarks, I think, dovetail some-
what with the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. WOOLSEY) in regard to ad-
dressing the issue of withdrawing from 
Iraq and exit strategy and so on. We 
hear a lot of debate about that. 

And I am not here to debate the mer-
its of the war in the Middle East. I am 
not here to talk about the intelligence 
leading up to the war, but I would like 
to address the current reality of the 
situation, we are there. We made sac-
rifices. We have lost roughly 1,700 sol-
diers. We have spent billions of dollars. 

And yet as I traveled to the Middle 
East, I have been to Iraq three times, I 
have been to Afghanistan once, Kuwait 

once, I have been amazed at our sol-
diers’ morale. And they often tell me 
this, they say there are two wars that 
we are fighting over here, there is the 
war that we see on CNN, the bombings, 
the beheadings, and then there is the 
war that we are actually experiencing. 

And I wondered if you please go home 
and tell the American people what we 
are seeing and what we feel about the 
situation. So as far as Afghanistan is 
concerned, I met with a Colonel this 
morning who just returned from Af-
ghanistan. We realize we have dis-
rupted the terrorist training camps, 
their funding for terrorists have been 
disrupted, the Taliban has been re-
moved, they have a representative gov-
ernment, constitution, and a great 
leader in Karzai. So we have made con-
siderable progress. 

It is not perfect, but things have cer-
tainly gone well there. As far as Iraq is 
concerned, Saddam Hussein has been 
deposed. And I am the cochair of the 
Iraqi Womens Caucus. So I meet with 
Iraqi women in Iraq and also here. And 
the one thing that they continually 
tell me is this: They say, you know, 
Iraq is still a dangerous place. There is 
a lot of bad things. But for the first 
time in 30 years, we now have hope. We 
now see a future. And hope is a very 
powerful thing. 

As far as education is concerned, the 
school attendance has increased by 80 
percent, most of those are young 
women for the first time going to 
school. Health care, 97 percent of the 
young people have been vaccinated for 
the first time. We all know about the 
elections and how that empowered the 
Iraqi people. And one thing that we do 
not hear much about is economic activ-
ity, Iraqi income has doubled in the 
last year. So a great deal has been ac-
complished. So as far as the strategy is 
concerned, or is there an exit strategy, 
what are we talking about here? 

It is very clear. If you talk to Gen-
eral Casey, you talk to General 
Petraeus, they say here is the objec-
tive. We are going to train 270,000 
Iraqis. And they will give you charts 
that show you explicitly that they 
have trained more than 150,000, and 
they are armed and they are proficient 
at this point. So we are training about 
10,000 a month. So the math indicates 
that about 1 year from now we will be 
at 270,000. 

The other thing that has to happen, 
in addition to the 270,000 trained, is we 
have to make sure that Iraq can con-
trol its own destiny, we have to have a 
stable government, and we have seen 
some improvement in that direction as 
well. 

We have seen the Iraqis now out in 
front in most military actions. There 
are portions of the country where 
Iraqis are solely in control militarily. 
So we see signs that are good. The big 
question, the wild card at this point is 
Sunni involvement in the government. 
And Al Jafari will tell you, General 
Casey will tell you, we do not know 
how that is going to go, so we cannot 
give a precise timetable. 
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