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Waters Waxman Woolsey
Watson Weiner Wu
Watt Wexler Wynn

NOT VOTING—14
Boyd Jones (OH) Peterson (MN)
Buyer Kucinich Platts
Davis, Tom LaTourette Pomeroy
Hunter Lewis (GA) Ryan (OH)
Hyde Moore (WI)
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So the previous question was ordered.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). The question is on the reso-
lution.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 3010 and that I may include
tabular material on the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

——————

DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR,
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES,
AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2006

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 337 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 3010.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3010)
making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Labor, Health and Human
Services, and Education, and Related
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2006, and for other purposes,
with Mr. PUTNAM in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
rule, the bill is considered as having
been read the first time.

Under the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. REGULA) and the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY) each will
control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. REGULA).

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, let me say at the out-
set here that the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. OBEY) and I have had a dis-
cussion about the possibility of trying
to finish this bill today. We want to
make every effort to do so. And that
will depend, of course, on what kind of
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cooperation we can get on amend-
ments.

Also, I am going to ask unanimous
consent to move the issue of the Cor-
poration for Public Broadcasting to
come up as the first issue as there is a
lot of interest in this. We will try to
limit time on both sides and give peo-
ple a chance to vote on this.

So all of that is an effort to expedite
today’s proceedings.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. REGULA. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin.

Mr. OBEY. I thank the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. REGULA) for yielding.

Mr. Chairman, I want to emphasize,
as the subcommittee chairman says,
we are trying to help Members get out
of here today. We cannot do that unless
we get cooperation from Members on
amendments and on time.

Frankly, if I had my way, there
would be one speech for this bill, one
speech against it, and we would vote,
because we are not going to make any
significant changes in this bill given
what the budget has done to us.

So we might as well get on with it. I
would ask Members to give us their co-
operation. I thank the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. REGULA) for bringing it to
the House’s attention.

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Chairman, and my
colleagues, I am pleased to present be-
fore the House today the fiscal year
2006 appropriations bill for the Depart-
ments of Labor, Health and Human
Services, Education, and Related Agen-
cies.

By taking into consideration the pri-
orities of the President and the Mem-
bers of this House, we have produced a
bill that meets the needs of all Ameri-
cans. We are appreciative of the efforts
of the leader of the House and the
chairman of the Appropriations Com-
mittee, the gentleman from California
(Mr. LEWIS), in providing a workable
allocation for this bill.

I would also like to acknowledge the
hard work, dedication, and expertise of
my subcommittee staff, as well as the
minority staff, in putting together this
bill.

Mr. Chairman, we have made a com-
mitment to reduce Federal deficits.
With the reduction in the budget from
last year, support for Pell grants re-
quired by the budget resolution, and
that was money that has been spent in
yvears past that we had to pay in this
bill, and new implementation and proc-
essing costs of the Medicare Mod-
ernization Act, we had nearly $2 billion
less to spend on programs that were
funded in fiscal year 2005.

We made some tough decisions. We
eliminated four programs and did not
initiate eight new programs proposed
by the President. But when looked at
as a whole, this bill provides $142.5 bil-
lion to over 500 discretionary pro-
grams. It is a lot of money, and it does
a lot of good.

It is a responsible, fair, and balanced
bill. I believe it does a good job in
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meeting the needs of the American
people. Let me start with education.
Earlier on the rule, I quoted from an
editorial piece by David Broder today
that in polling the American people,
they said education was the number
one reason for the success of this Na-
tion. Education is essential to the pres-
ervation of democracy, and an invest-
ment in education is an investment in
people.

Mr. Chairman, Federal education
spending has more than doubled since
1996, from $23 billion to $56.7 billion, as
contained in this bill. Education fund-
ing in this bill for fiscal year 2006 is
$476 million above the President’s re-
quest. We added to his request. This is
a significant commitment to the future
of our Nation.

However, we must be prudent in our
funding priorities to ensure that these
dollars are targeted to programs that
most directly improve the education of
our Nation’s students.

We have focused spending in this bill
on the key areas that directly impact
our children’s education. First, and
foremost, I believe that no child will be
left behind if he or she has a quality
teacher. Almost every teacher in our
Nation’s classrooms today is there for
one reason: they care about children
and want to help them reach their full
potential.

We applaud their hard work and dedi-
cation and support them in this bill by
providing funding to encourage people
to enter the field of teaching, and pro-
vide incentives for quality teachers to
remain in the classrooms. This bill sup-
ports teachers and students by increas-
ing funding for title I by $100 million.
Title I provides additional resources to
low-income schools, to help principals,
teachers, and students close education
achievement gaps.

At the school level, Title I helps pro-
vide additional staffing, ongoing train-
ing, and the latest research, computer
equipment, books or new curricula.
That, coupled with strong account-
ability measures, helps disadvantaged
children meet the same high standards
as their more advantaged peers.

I want to say that this bill really
tries to help every individual to be sen-
sitive to the needs of all people. We,
this morning, and every morning when
we meet, give the Pledge of Allegiance.
We close by saying “‘with liberty and
justice for all.” That is what we have
tried to do here, because education
does give people liberty, it does give
them justice, and the same thing with
medical research.

Mr. Chairman, many of my col-
leagues spoke with me about the finan-
cial demands of special education on
their local school districts. We also
hear from parents about the need to
support adequate special education
funding to ensure their special needs
children receive a quality education.

In this bill, funding for special edu-
cation is increased by $150 million,
which brings its total to over $11 bil-
lion, a nearly 378 percent increase since
the fiscal year 1996.
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