E1462

Caregiver Support Program, which supports a
wide range of important services for older per-
sons.

There are an estimated 44.4 million care-
givers in the U.S., which is 21 percent of the
adult population. My home state of New Jer-
sey has over 830,000 caregivers, ranking it
9th in the country. To respond to the needs of
our country and my state, | am introducing
legislation that will help all American families
and all New Jersey families afford to provide
the care that their loved ones need and de-
serve.

As the father of college-age children and the
son of a mother with Alzheimer’s, | understand
first-hand the challenges of putting children
through college while providing long-term care
for a loved one. Caregiving families face
unique strains. They are burdened with addi-
tional costs and often caregivers must sac-
rifice their job or cut back on their hours at
work. Almost 6 in 10 caregivers either work or
have worked while providing care and 62 per-
cent of caregivers report having had to make
work-related adjustments ranging from going
in late and leaving early to having to give up
work entirely. Their compassion, dedication,
and selflessness come at a price. This legisla-
tion is aimed at addressing their hard work
and sacrifice.

The challenge of caring for our aging popu-
lation will only increase as the baby boom
generation grows older and our life expect-
ancy increases. We need to work now to ad-
dress the challenges of providing affordable
long-term care, encourage future retirees to
plan for their own long-term care, and
strengthen our existing programs to address
this growing need. Please join me in sup-
porting this legislation and helping all families
afford to care for the ones they love.

——————

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF A NATIONAL WEEK-
END OF PRAYER AND REFLEC-
TION FOR DARFUR, SUDAN

SPEECH OF

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 11, 2005

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to encourage my fellow citizens to
engage in a National Weekend of Prayer and
Reflection (in recognition of the genocide oc-
curring in Darfur, Sudan). Our Congress on
July 22, 2004 and the Bush Administration on
September 21, 2004 has condemned the acts
in Darfur as genocide and Congress has ap-
propriately provided humanitarian assistance
in Darfur. Today, the House is urging our na-
tion to observe a Weekend of Prayer and Re-
flection to recognize the atrocities in Darfur.
This Weekend of Prayer and Reflection would
spread awareness to communities and reli-
gious institutions, promote constructive discus-
sion, mourn the lives lost in these dreadful
acts, and ultimately call for an immediate end
to the genocide.

The current crisis in Darfur began in Feb-
ruary 2003 when two groups, The Sudan Lib-
eration Army (SLA) and the Justice and Equal-
ity Movement (JEM), revolted against the Su-
danese Government. Since then, the Suda-
nese government has actively imposed gov-
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ernment restrictions and perpetrated violence
against their civilians in order to crush this re-
bellion. The human rights violations which en-
sued in Darfur are numerous. The Janjaweed
militia, backed by the Sudanese government,
has committed grievous war crimes, such as
rape, child abduction, the destruction of food
and water sources, and denying humanitarian
assistance to the Darfur region. An estimated
1.9 million people have been displaced and
more than 213,000 people have been forced
into neighboring Chad. Some observers
project that up to 300,000 people have been
killed over the past 2 years alone.

The United States has been a leading donor
of humanitarian assistance in Darfur. United
States Agency for International Development
(USAID) has provided an estimated $615 mil-
lion in humanitarian assistance for Darfur
since February 2003. USAID has also estab-
lished a Disaster Assistance Response Team
(DART) for Darfur. This monetary assistance
is extremely important, but the United States
must also make a symbolic stance to con-
demn the human rights violations in Darfur.

Mr. Speaker, every individual is entitled to
the preservation of his and her human rights
and human dignity regardless of one’s religion,
race, ethnicity, gender, or region of birth. The
United States has a moral obligation to end
the violence in order to curtail the human
rights violations in Darfur. Congress must
raise awareness and educate our society in
order to promote understanding and initiate
action. The people of the United States must
not only take time to reflect on this tragedy
and recognize the ongoing suffering, but we
must also call an end to the genocidal acts. |
hope all my colleagues join me in supporting
the goals and ideals of a National Weekend of
Prayer and Reflection for Darfur, Sudan.

————

HONORING THE 15TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BOBBY MITCHELL
HALL OF FAME CLASSIC

HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 12, 2005

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to commemorate the 15th anniver-
sary of the Bobby Mitchell Hall of Fame Clas-
sic, held in Loudoun County, Virginia.

The Bobby Mitchell Hall of Fame Classic is
a golf tournament that benefits the Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society. Since 1990, Bobby
Mitchell and other Hall of Famers have do-
nated their time every year to help raise need-
ed funds to find a cure for leukemia and
blood-related cancers such as lymphoma and
myeloma.

Since retiring from professional football after
a successful 11-year career, Bobby Mitchell
has dedicated his time to achieving his goal of
defeating leukemia. Mitchell was traded by the
Cleveland Browns to the Washington Red-
skins for Ernie Davis, a Heisman Trophy win-
ner. Unfortunately Davis was diagnosed with
leukemia and died at age 23, never getting the
chance to play a game of professional football.
Davis’ heartbreaking death motivated Mitchell
to take up the cause and find a cure for the
disease.

This tournament is the nation’s largest an-
nual hall of fame reunion with more that 40
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pro football and basketball legends present.
Funds are generated by donations made
through spectators, raffles and other contests.
Mitchell and the fellow hall of fame partici-
pants are aiming to cross the $4 million
threshold in funds raised for the charity. Funds
from the tournament are donated to the Leu-
kemia and Lymphoma Society

Mr. Speaker, in closing, | would like to com-
mend and congratulate the Bobby Mitchell Hall
of Fame Classic on 15 years of success. It
has helped many lives, truly meriting recogni-
tion. | call upon my colleagues to join me in
applauding Bobby Mitchell and the Hall of
Famers’ past accomplishments and in wishing
them continued success in the many years to
come.

——
HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF
LAKOTA SUPERINTENDENT

KATHLEEN KLINK

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 12, 2005

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, today | stand
before you to recognize the retirement of Mrs.
Kathleen Klink, Superintendent for the Lakota
Local School District, and to express my ap-
preciation for her dedication and commitment
to education. For more than forty years, Mrs.
Klink contributed her talents to the educational
field, and for this, | offer her my utmost con-
gratulations and thanks for her efforts.

After graduating from the University of Hei-
delberg in Germany, receiving a masters in
education from the University of Virginia and a
post graduate degree from Miami University in
Oxford, Ohio, Mrs. Klink began teaching in the
Hamilton City Schools. From there, she trav-
eled to Lewiston, Maine, Charlottesville, Vir-
ginia, and Wright State University in Dayton,
until she arrived in the Lakota School District.
Her extensive teaching career, in which she
specialized in English, German, and Coun-
seling Psychology, provided her with valuable
experience and expertise. In 1981, Mrs. Klink
became Assistant Principal at Lakota High
School where she served for two years until
taking over as Assistant Superintendent. Then,
in 1994, Mrs. Klink advanced to Super-
intendent where she remained until her recent
retirement.

Throughout her professional career, Mrs.
Klink received substantial recognition for her
work including being named as the Ohio Su-
perintendent of the Year, the Sam Walton
Business Leader for Southeastern Butler
County, and the Buckeye Association of
School Administrators Exemplary Education
Leader. Furthermore, she attended the Har-
vard Institute for School Leadership, the Ohio
School Leadership Institute, and the Michael
Fullan Leadership Seminar through the Uni-
versity of Toronto.

Mrs. Klink’s participation in numerous pro-
fessional organizations, as well as her devoted
service to community positions, exemplifies
the strength of her leadership. For example,
Mrs. Klink served on the West Chester Cham-
ber Alliance Board of Directors, the Fitton
Center for the Arts Board of Directors, and the
Executive Board for the University of Cin-
cinnati’'s Center for Economic Education. In
addition, she is involved in the Ohio Associa-
tion of Local School Superintendents, the Phi
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Delta Kappa Educational Society, and the
American Association of School Administra-
tors. Mrs. Klink’s long list of publicized articles
and also her guest presentations at the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati, Xavier University, Miami
University, and Mt. St. Joseph College show-
case her commitment to educational success.

Mrs. Klink, | offer my congratulations and
gratitude for your long and successful career
in the field of education. | wish you well in
your future endeavors, and | hope you con-
tinue to achieve happiness and success wher-
ever your life journey chooses to lead you
throughout your retirement.

———

RESTORING AN OBLIGATION OF
CITIZENSHIP

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 12, 2005

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
draw our attention to the most important obli-
gation of citizens in a democracy and to illu-
minate the discomfort of many Americans to
the elimination of that obligation. | speak about
the right to vote—the cornerstone of every
democratic system of government, particularly
ours.

Democracies are based on the principle that
their citizens participate actively in the deci-
sion-making processes of the government.
Whether in small communities or throughout
the vast expanse of the Nation, citizens cast
ballots to express their preferences and
choices for the direction of the country and to
determine the policies and leaders that will be
implemented throughout the Nation. The voice
of each and every citizen is expressed equally
through their ballot and their ability to cast a
ballot. Generations of Americans have fought
and died to guarantee that all Americans
share in this right and obligation.

Unfortunately, today we still face the predic-
ament that millions of American citizens are
denied their right to vote. They are denied the
ability to influence policy, policymakers, polit-
ical leaders, and the direction of the country
that they belong to. Millions of American citi-
zens who have been convicted of crimes in
the past are denied the ability to cast ballots
in elections. Regardless of the nature of their
crime or any rehabilitation that may have oc-
curred, these ex-felons cannot participate in
the decision-making process of this great Na-
tion.

Though they have served their time, fulfilled
their sentence, and paid back their debt to so-
ciety, millions of ex-felons continue to be pun-
ished for their past criminal records. Those
who turned a corner in their life and fled the
criminal path can never again fulfill the most
important obligation of citizenship—voting.
They remain on the outside looking in at our
political system. They want, they deserve, the
right to be re-integrated as full citizens into our
system. Yet, the system stands firmly in their
way, stripping them of their right to vote.

| bring this issue to the attention of the
House of Representatives with the hope that
this Congress will take the important steps of
fulfilling the promises of democracy. | hope
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that the House of Representatives would take
action to restore the right to vote to American
ex-felons. They have paid their debts to soci-
ety and we should permit their participation in
our democratic process. Too many Americans
fought and died for this right to vote and too
many today are denied the ability to exercise
their rights.

| submit for the RECORD a Carib News arti-
cle providing further evidence and argument
for our consideration. Progress is being made
on the restoration of rights to ex-felons, but
immediate action is needed by this Congress.

[July 5, 2005]

PROGRESS IN RESTORING FELONS’ RIGHT TO
VOTE

Following victory in Iowa, where the Gov-
ernor recently announced that he would re-
verse his state’s lifetime ban on felon voting,
advocates for restoring felons’ right to vote
expressed optimism that progress was being
made in rolling back laws that dispropor-
tionately affect blacks and other minorities.

According to Catherine Weiss, a lawyer
with the Brennan Center for Justice at New
York University, felony disenfranchisement
laws represent the last vestiges of Jim Crow
that disenfranchise African Americans. As of
2000, almost 5 million Americans couldn’t
vote because of laws that restrict those con-
victed of a felony from casting ballots; four
in 10 of those disenfranchised were black.

The full 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
in New York is also expected to hear argu-
ments in cases brought by two prisoners who
claim that the 1965 Voting Rights Act, which
removed barriers to black voters, should be
used to argue that the felony laws are unfair.
Forty-eight states restrict voting rights for
felons while they are behind bars or serving
parole or probation. Four states—Alabama,
Florida, Kentucky, and Virginia—ban voting
for life on the grounds that such restrictions
are justified. In 2001, New Mexico lifted a
lifetime ban, and Nebraska followed suit in
March. In several states, felons can now
apply to have their voting rights restored.

The issue of disenfranchisement escalated
in Florida after the 2000 presidential elec-
tion, which was decided by fewer than 600
votes there. With more than 820,000 felons
who could not vote as of 2000, Florida is said
to have the largest disenfranchised popu-
lation of any state.

One driving force behind efforts to roll
back disenfranchisement laws is the nation’s
swelling prison population. Though crime
rates have fallen the prison population
soared to 2.1 million by June 2004, according
to figures compiled by the Justice Depart-
ment. In 1970, that number was about 200,000.

According to Theodore M. Shaw, president
of the NAACP Legal Defense and Education
Fund, who will present arguments in the
New York cases, ‘‘As the numbers of pris-
oners have grown, more awareness of the in-
justice of it has also grown.”

With 13 percent of all black men barred
from voting because of disenfranchisement
laws, advocates contend that many have be-
come disengaged since felons also face prohi-
bitions in other areas of life, such as living
in public housing, obtaining identification
cards, and getting student loans.

On June 22, in the shadow of the U.S. Fed-
eral Courthouse in Foley Square, standing
before the African Burial Ground Memorial
Sculpture, New Yorkers representing persons
who have a felony conviction stood in silent
protest to demand the full restoration of vot-
ing rights to the formerly incarcerated.

In recognition of a historic en banc hearing
in the cases of Hayden v. Pataki and
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Muntaqim v. Coombe, the silent protest was
conducted as the Nation recognized the 40th
anniversary of the passage and President
Lyndon B. Johnson’s signing of the Voting
Rights Act of 1965. The landmark legislation
extended voting rights confirmed in the 15th
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution to
disenfranchised blacks in southern states.
The Act has since been reauthorized and its
protections extended to language minorities
and northern jurisdictions with a history of
vote dilution, voter intimidation, and dis-
criminatory polling practices.

The silent protest was staged to symboli-
cally represent citizens, who for no other
reason than having been incarcerated for fel-
ony offenses have been denied their voting
rights while still being expected to fulfill all
other obligations of citizenship, including
paying taxes.

THANKING MR. RICK CHESSER

HON. E. CLAY SHAW, JR.

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 12, 2005

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
thank Mr. Rick Chesser for his 35 years of
support and dedication to the State of Florida
as an employee of the Florida Department of
Transportation. Rick has decided to retire from
public services, yet at the time of his depar-
ture, he was the longest serving District Sec-
retary with 17 years of service to District 4,
which encompasses Broward, Palm Beach,
Martin, St. Lucie, and Indian River counties.

Throughout his 17 years with the Florida
Department of Transportation, Rick has com-
piled a lasting legacy. Under his watch, the
district received much needed funding and he
opened constructive dialogue between the dis-
trict, the public and local elected officials. It
should also be highlighted that within District
4, Rick allocated numerous hours to ensure
mobility of constituents while simultaneously
keeping the best results for the environment
and quality of life at heart.

In particular, Rick’s commitment to South
Florida’s public transportation system was
never more evident when he served as project
director for |Interstate 595. Through this
project, the Port Everglades Expressway was
created, Interstate 75 was constructed, and
Interstate 95 was widened in two of the five
counties within his district. From there, funding
was received for a tri-county rail system pro-
viding even greater accessibility for South
Florida commuters.

As construction progressed with these nu-
merous  projects, Rick  ensured the
attractiveness of the land by providing District
4 the highest level of amenities in the state for
landscaping, paver blocks, and decorative
lighting. He also worked with individual cities
to assist them in development plans that
would shift with population growth.

Mr. Speaker, Rick Chesser's work for the
State of Florida and that of District 4 will not
be forgotten. Rick has made great strides in
the development of various areas to raise the
morale and the quality of life for all residents.
We are indebted to him and to his service for
the past 35 years. My staff and | wish him all
the best in his retirement.
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