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have the prerogative to share with the
reporter about someone else’s wife to
try to head off a story, and especially
if they work with the CIA and they are
a secret agent, I am sorry, but I have
to be proven wrong because I happen to
think the latter here.

I think the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Government Reform should
have Mr. Rove come to the Hill and
share with the committee under oath
what he said and what he did, not say
because I believe national security is
at stake here. And once again, this has
nothing to do with who is a Democrat
and who is a Republican. It has every-
thing to do as it relates to the integ-
rity of national security. Period. Dot.
There is nothing more than you can
say about it.

So for the White House to drag their
feet on this and for the leadership over
here not to demand it, the majority
side not to demand it, I think we are
derelict of duty. I am sorry. But I will
tell you this: I think by the fact that
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
PELOSI) has asked for this, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. WAXMAN),
the ranking member of the Committee
on Government Reform, asked for such
a hearing, I think there is no question
to the Members of this House if the ta-
bles were turned and we were in the
majority, there would be a hearing
right here right now. Mr. Rove and
company would be coming to the Hill
to share with Members under oath
about what he said and what he did not
say. Period. Dot.

That has nothing to do with politics.
It has everything to do with national
security. So when I read accounts in
the paper about, well, that is just the
Democrats taking a shot at the GOP, 1
am sorry. That does not rise to the
level of a response for what has hap-
pened. So I think that the American
people definitely should stand up and
let their Congressman or Congress-
woman know that they want to get to
the bottom of this. This is not about
they are donkeys and we are elephants.
It has nothing to do with party pride.
It has everything to do with national
security.

I commend our leadership for stand-
ing up and saying that we want to
know more. We need to know more.
The American people need to know
more, and we also need to know why,
even today I am sure Mr. Rove is still
sitting in national security briefings,
still getting top secret information and
has admitted saying that, yes, this
man’s wife is a CIA agent.

Just today I was in a top secret brief-
ing. Do you think that is something I
want to share with anyone? Of course
not, because it could have national se-
curity implications. And even if I do
not believe that it has national secu-
rity implications to it, it is not my ob-
ligation or my right to share it with
anyone. Period. Dot. That is just the
way it is. It may very well jeopardize
the life of someone or lives of individ-
uals that are in harm’s way because he
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wanted to head off a bad story. It is
just that simple.

I am sorry for getting a little emo-
tional about it. But when you sit for 3-
plus years and some Members have sat
for 30 years, double-digit years, and
have received top secret information
and have said nothing to individuals
who do not have the same level of
clearance behind closed doors of our
national secrets, for someone to feel
that they can go, and I must add
unelected, to share with a reporter,
trying to head off a story, they print
stories every day, some good or bad.
They call it democracy, okay, it hap-
pens. You do not have the right to be
able to do that.

So I say not only for Mr. Rove but
also for the White House, somebody
better go see the Wizard and get some
courage and say we are going to come
to the Hill; even if we are not asked, we
will come to the Hill to clean up this
situation. Because if it is what I think
it is, I guarantee you this, the Amer-
ican people are going to demand lead-
ership on this, be it in the other body
or in this House; but they are going to
demand leadership, and they are not
going to allow individuals just because
they feel like they want to head off a
story and they are going to share with
a reporter anytime they feel like it.

If we do not check Mr. Rove right
now and people that are like him leak-
ing national secrets and outing CIA
agents, who is next? Who is next? It is
like my kids. If I allow my Kkids to
come up and kick me in the shin and
do nothing about it, I might as well get
a shin guard because they will kick me
every night. So it is important that we
understand we do not allow those that
are walking around with badges, that
we allow them to go into top secret dis-
cussions to share with the media when
they feel like it

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, 1
think it is important, the gentleman
makes a tremendous point. We have to
ask ourselves, not only in this body but
around the country, why? Why would
Karl Rove do that? Why would he out a
CIA agent? We know why. Because her
husband was the ambassador that went
to Niger that basically blew up the
whole idea that the Iraqis had a nu-
clear weapons program. He eliminated
that from the argument of why we
should go to war with Iraq.

So he had information that was going
to blow it out of the war. They stuck it
back into the State of the Union ad-
dress that the President gave from
right up here, and so the response was
to try to destroy these people. Is that
what we want? Is that how this oper-
ation is supposed to run, who can de-
stroy who? And now this woman can-
not work in the same capacity that she
used to work in.

But the reason goes back to the war
and the build-up and the drum beats
that were going for us to go to war in
Iraq. And here we were trying to say,
wait a minute, all of the sudden Iraq is
North Korea. All of the sudden Iraq is
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Iran. All of the sudden Iraq has all of
these nuclear capabilities. No, they did
not. And the administration manipu-
lated the data and then tried to de-
stroy any person or couple that tried to
prove otherwise. That is the bottom
line and that is not a Democrat or Re-
publican issue. That is the fact of the
matter.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, we have a couple of more minutes
left. I want to make sure we do what
we always do and give the information
out, not only to the Members but to
make sure everyone understands how
to get in contact with us. What we are
talking to as it relates to the letter
and the Committee on Government Re-
form, people can go to our Web site,
www.housedemocrats.gov/pinkslip.
That is housedemocrats.gov/pinkslip.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Send us an e-mail
if you would like to—www.30something
dems@mail.house.gov. That is
30somethingdems@mail.house.gov or
you can get us at
democraticleader@mail.house.dot/
30Something.

Send us your e-mails. Let us know
what you think. One of the things you
need to send us is what you think the
priorities in your family are or your
friends or the people that you hang out
with. What are your priorities? What
should we be doing here? Let us know.
We would love to hear it.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, I appreciate the opportunity to ad-
dress the House. I would like to thank
the Democratic leader once again for
the time.

A FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Mr. Monahan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that having made the tech-
nical corrections to the engrossment of
the Senate amendment to H.R. 2985 the
Senate returns to the House the papers
to accompany (H.R. 2985) ‘““An Act mak-
ing appropriations for the Legislative
Branch for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2006, and for other pur-
poses.”’.

Resolved, That the Senate insist upon
its amendments and requests a con-
ference with the House on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses there-
on, and appoints Mr. ALLARD, Mr.
DEWINE, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. STEVENS,
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. JOHNSON, and Mr.
BYRD, to be the conferees on the part of
the Senate.

———
PROTECT OUR CHILDREN

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
DRAKE). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 2005, the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes.

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, Cary Ann
Medlin, 8, Tennessee; Nicole Parker, 8,
California; Chris Byers, 8, Arkansas;
Sherrice Iverson, 7, Nevada; Amanda
Brown, 7, Florida; Christina Long, 13,
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