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this. Politics are not important in this.
What is important for Congress to do is
to find out a away to prevent this from
happening again, to make sure that fu-
ture administrations know that these
excuses are not going to be acceptable
to the American people. It is very im-
portant that Congress go on record say-
ing that presidents in the future can-
not just wink and say, well, go ahead,
go ahead and blow the cover for this
agent because it might help us politi-
cally in one way or another. Just do
not spell their name, because then we
can get away with it.

It is for Congress to say, that is inex-
cusable. It is important for Congress to
say that whether you are a Republican
or a Democrat in this country, if
you’ve got a close family member who
is a covert agent, it does not matter
who you voted for, it does not matter
who they voted for, it is wrong to blow
their cover and create personal danger
for them.

It is important for Congress to say
that. It is important for my Republican
colleagues to join me in saying that. It
is important that this be a bipartisan
statement. And I am hopeful that this
resolution of inquiry, I am hopeful that
my Republican colleagues will have the
gumption to join us in saying, you
know, what we need to do to get to the
bottom of this.

There is actually a little bit of hope-
ful signs that I can report to Ameri-
cans, and that is that there was a sug-
gestion by a Republican chairman the
other day that he may entertain hear-
ings that would look at issues per-
taining to breaches of national secu-
rity, including this one.

This may not be the only issue we
have in maintaining confidentiality of
our national security. I think that is a
positive sign. I hope that it is followed.
I hope that we can fulfill our congres-
sional responsibilities jointly, in a bi-
partisan fashion.

So, in conclusion, I am just here to
state one central American principle:
Top secret spies serving the United
States need to stay secret. No adminis-
tration, no matter how powerful, no
matter how popular, of either party
should ever be able to get away and
offer excuses for blowing the cover for
an agent in this regard.

I am here to say that the United
States Congress owes an obligation to
the American people to get to the bot-
tom of how this happened. We need to
make sure that this does not happen
again, to make sure that Congress
draws a line in the sand, to indicate
how serious this issue is, and that this
country can move forward in a bipar-
tisan way to make sure that our na-
tional security is protected for all
members of the greatest country in the
world, which is America. And one of
the reasons it is the greatest country
in the world is that Congress has ful-
filled an obligation to blow the whistle
on executive branches of government
when they have abused either the na-
tional security or the rights of Ameri-
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cans. And we need to make sure that
job gets done.

REPORT ON PALESTINIAN SECU-
RITY SERVICE AND OTHER PAL-
ESTINIAN AUTHORITY RE-
FORMS—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 109-44)

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Miss.
McCMORRIS) laid before the House the
following message from the President
of the United States; which was read
and, together with the accompanying
papers, without objection, referred to
the Committee on International Rela-
tions and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Consistent with section 2106 of the
Emergency Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act for Defense, the Global War
on Terror, and Tsunami Relief, 2005
(Public Law 109-13), and in order to
keep the Congress fully informed, I
herewith submit the enclosed report
prepared by my Administration pro-
viding information on matters relating
to the Palestinian Security Services
and Palestinian Authority reform.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 14, 2005.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. CARSON (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of busi-
ness in the district.

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan (at the
request of Ms. PELOSI) for today.

Mr. OBEY (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today before 1 p.m. on ac-
count of airline delays.

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. SCHIFF) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. ScHIFF, for 56 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. EMANUEL, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. EDWARDS, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-
utes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. GINGREY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. MACK, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. FITZPATRICK of Pennsylvania, for
5 minutes, today.

Ms. Foxx, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PAUL, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. GINGREY, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. GUTKNECHT, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5
minutes, July 18, 19, 20, and 21.

(The following Member (at her own
request) to revise and extend her re-
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marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)
Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.

———

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Mr. Trandahl, Clerk of the House, re-
ported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 3071. An act to permit the individuals
currently serving as Executive Director,
Deputy Executive Directors, and General
Counsel of the Office of Compliance to serve
one additional term.

————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 14 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Monday, July 18,
2005, at 12:30 p.m., for morning hour de-
bates.

———————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

2688. A letter from the Executive Director,
Commodity Futures Trading Commission,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Investment of Customer Funds and Record of
Investments (RIN: 3038-AC15) received June
21, 2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Agriculture.

2689. A letter from the Executive Director,
Commodity Futures Trading Commission,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
In the Matter of the New York Mercentile
Exchange, Inc. Petition To Extend Interpre-
tation Pursuent to Section 1a(12)(C) of the
Commodity Exchange Act — received June
21, 2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Agriculture.

2690. A letter from the Executive Director,
Commodity Futures Trading Commission,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Revision of Federal Speculative Position
Limits (RIN: 3038-AC24) received June 21,
2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Agriculture.

2691. A letter from the Executive Director,
Commodity Futures Trading Commission,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Distribution of ‘‘Risk Disclosure Statement”
by Futures Commission Merchants and In-
troducing Brokers (RIN: 3038-AC16) received

June 21, 2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

2692. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Service, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Onions Grown in
Certain Designated Counties in Idaho, and
Malheur County, OR; Decreased Assessment
Rate [Docket No. FV05-958-1 IFR] received

June 17, 2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

2693. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Service, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Irish Potatoes
Grown in Certain Designated Counties in
Idaho, and Malheur County, OR; Relaxation
of Handling Regulations [Docket No. FV05-
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